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% 

(Official Report of the Eighth Session.) 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 


The Assemhly met in the AsHerahly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
tlre*29th August, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Iloii'hle Khan Bahailur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 7 Hon’hle Ministers and members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Lioensees for selling fireanm in Rajshahi district. 

*214. Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: AVill the Hon ble 

Minister in cliarge of the Home l)ei>artinent be pleased to state — 
(a) the present number of — 

(1) Hindu, and 

(2) Muslim 

licensees for selling firearms, etc., in Rajshahi district; 

{b) how many of them were asked to take 8j)ecial protective 
measures in respect of their stock; 

(c) how many of the licences were cancelled; 

(<i) the names of the persons whose licences were cancelled; 

(e) the reason for such cancellation; and 

(/) whether they were informed of the reason? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY (oH behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Naiimuddin): (a) (1) Hindus 4 and (2) Muslims nil. * 

(6) All of them were asked to take protective measures. 

(c) One licence was cancelled. 

(d) Bah# Jaiiiiiii Kanta Bhaduri. 

(e) In the inteiests of puLlic safety. If would not be in the public* 
interest to disclose the nature of the reasons more fully. 

(/) No. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(n)(2), will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state w’hethei there 
wa.s any application from any Muslim at ally 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry that question does not arise. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hoii’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the action aj^ainst 
the lioeiisee was taken according to Police report ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I cannot 
disclose the gniund on wliicdi the licence w^as cancelled. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I am not asking for the 
reasons. I am only asking whether action wUvS taken on Police rep o|t 
or w'hether any legal pmceedings were taken against him y ^ 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: No legal pro- 
ceedings were taken, hut it was done on sufHcient information. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(r), will the HoiTble Minister he plea>ed to state wliether the licensee 
was a Mussalmany 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That (pie'^tion d<»e.> not arise. 

Cancellation of lioenoes for firearms in Rajshahi chstrict. 

•215. Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Deinirtment he pleased to state — 

i<i) in Imw many cases old licences f(»r firearms were cancelled .by * 
the Disirici Magistrate. Paj.shahi, betwfH*n 1st July, 19‘tb, 
and doth dune. 1940; 
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(b) how Sumy now licenrps were refii.scd (lurinjf the «»id iK'riod : 
(cj the itujuluT of mnv licerues grante<1 during the said i)eri(Hl; and 
{(I) the nu 111 her of — 


(1) Ilintlus, and 
(1?) Muslims 


affeetei] in ca.MN reffired to in (duuscs (o) to (e)!^ 


The Hon’bie Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINCH ROY (on behalf Of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (o) lOr) licenees were nmeelled. 
{b) 98. 

(rfVA. 


^ • ^ci) Jlindu.s lo and Musliius GO — aff(‘C'ted in cases referred to in 

clause {a). 


Hindu.s do and Miisluu^ (id — uttectiMl in cases referred lo in 
clause \b). 

Hindus l.*6 and Mii.^hnis dl> — affected in cases referred to in 
clause [r). 


Appointments under the Administrator-General and Oflloial Truttae of 

Bengal. 

- »» *216. Mr. SHAHEDALI: (o) Will the Hmi’hle Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department he pK-used to staO* — - 

(i) whether he a\\are of the reeent advert ineinent maje by the 
A'lrninistrator-lfeneral and Official Trustee of Ifengal for 
.seven cleiiial appointments in his office; 

(lO the JiUiriher of applicants for the po.sts ; 

j(tij ) the niiiuher of ajijjlicunts from the dihtricts of liengal excepting 
Calcutta; and 

-.(u) whether any standard (|ua!ifieation, namely, technical, voca- 
tional, commercial and adilitional qiialihcution or experience 
were demanded of the candidates or mentioned in the 
advertisi'iuent P 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, w'ill the lion 'hie 
Minister he plea8e<l to state — 

(0 why no mention of the required qualification was made in the 
advertisement ,* 



QUESTIONS. 


4 ^ ^ 


[sSth Aug., 


(«) whether all the candidates were called for intcBriew* batch by 
batch ; and 

(in) whether any preliminary selection was made according^ to the 
requirements and nature of works? 


(c) If thg answer to (h) (Hi) is in the negative, will the £k)n*ble 

Minister be pleased to state the reason of not doing so as is generally 
[lone in all cases of appointments under the Government? <« 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this sort of 
ndiscriminate call caused inconvenience and pecuniary loss to the 
ntending candidates coming from outside Calcutta? 

(e) Will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action he 
)roi)oseH to take for stopping such indiscriminate call in future^ 


MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT ttlie . 
fon’bie Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a)(i) Yes. 

(ii) 1,168. 

(Hi) VL 

(iv) The minimum qualification required was that each candidate 
hould be a Matriculate. No special qualifications as enumerated in 
he question were mentioned in the advertisement. 

(6) (t) Vide reply to clause (a) (iv). 

(H) Yes. 

(Hi) No. 

(c) No preliminary selection was made as it was considered fair a,|d. , 
easonable to give every candidate an opportunity and to enable the 
pjKiinting authority to satisfy himself by personal interview as to his 
tness and eligibility or otherwise for the appointments in question. 

(d) The circular letter issued to eacli candidate for an interview 
learly stated that no travelling expenses would be paid. 

(c) No. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state with reference to answer (c) whether there is any rule 
or making a preliminary selection specially in a case where the number 
f \’aoonoie8 is few and the number of applications is very large? 

Th« Hoii’bit Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

do not knoW. I am not aware of any such rule. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
he number of \xicancie8 and the number of persons called for interview? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khah Bahadur: 

The niftnber of vacancies wa« 7 anti the number of persons who sent 
their applications was 1 , 108 . 

Mb 8HAHEDALI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the number of persons who were called fur interview ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AiN, Khan Bahadur: 

Whoever wanted to come came. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that not a sin^rle man cominff from the mufassil 
was trfken in? 

* fcr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Tloiride Minister be 
please<l t<» state whether (lovernment are considering the desiruhility 
of issuing’- instructions that in ca.ses where the numlier of vacancies is 
small and the number of applicunt.s is disprojmrtionately lar^re, a 
prelim iruirv selection shouhl be made before the nindidates are called 
for iiiter\iew? 

The Hon*ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Tlie matter will receive my very serioiiH attention. 

Native province of 8iliguri Police offloers and oonstablea. 

*217. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: W^ill the 
Uon’ble Mini.ster in charge of the ITome TK'partment be jileased to state 
whether it is a fact that most of the Police officers and coustal>les 
employed at present in the Siliguri subdivision are Behans? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8iNCH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): Yes. 

Mr. 8YEP dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for appointinff Bihari constables in the 
Silifsruri subdivision ? 

The Hon'bte 8ir BldOY PRA8A0 8INGH ROY: The subdivision 
of Sili^^iiri borders on Nepal territory and Purnea district of Bihar and 
there is a very kr^?e number of Bihari population in that subdivision. 
The maj(>rity of the tea garden coolies are also Hindi speaking. So, 
the Police Officers must be Hindi speaking too. Otherwise, they find 
themselves in very great difficulties. 
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Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will tbe Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us wlietlier it is a fact that in Bengal, ptirti^ularly 
in districts where only Bengali language is spoken, Bihari constables 
are appointed? 

Mr. 8PEAj(ER: That is problematical. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased io state whether Government are considering the desirability 
of apiMjinting Bengalis in place of Biliaris when vacancies occur? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is the 
general policy of Government 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ere the (juestion concerns the Siliguri sub- 
division. Appointments are made on a divisional or district basis and 
not on a subdivisioiial Iwisis. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are <*.onsidering the desirability 
of apjHiinting Bengali (H)nstables in place of Biharis wlien vacancies 
occur. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In view of the 
special circumstances prevailing in thivS subdivision, Government do not 
find it |>ossihle to appoint Bengalis only. 

Dr. HALflf^KSHA ^A^YAL: Will the Hon ble Minister iTe 
pleased to state the source of his information that the tea-garden ooolies 
are largely Biharis? 

The Kpif’ble ^ir |SU9Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the informa- 
tion I have got is fix>m a ver\ authoriUitive source and I don’t think 
that anUnKlv can challenge that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Dues the Bihari population of 
Siliguri exceed the Bengali {vopulation? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, it does 
no! . 

New oinema houses at Pent, Chowmohani and Noakhali. 

^218. Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartment aware — 

(t) that a permanent cinema house is going to he opened at Feni; 
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(it) that temporary cinema houses are to be opened at Chowmohani 
, and Noakhali ; 

(iii) that the ('ollector of the district has aj^reed to grant the 
permission ; 

{iv} that the people of the localities including Muslim M-L.As., the 
local Muslim Association and Maul vis' Association have 
objected to the grant of such {H*rinission ; 

(r) that 85 per cent, of the jw'ople of the district are Muslims; 

(t?i) that the proposal to open the cinema house has created a feeling 
in the minds of the Mu.slim public of the district; 

{vii) that several meetings have been held and resolutions |)a8sed 
• against the opening of the cinema houses; and 
(viii) that recently the grant of |>ermis8ion to run a temporary 
cinema at Keni resulted in an increase in the number of thefts 
and pickjHicketing? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, are the (Government 
ionsidering the desinibility of taking immeiliate steps for the refusal 
)r cancellation of the licence to the cinema parties? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
ion’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (o) {n and (;o Applications liave 
)een received and are umler considerathm. 

(in) No. 

(/r) A representation has been received from one as.Hociation and will 
>e given consideration. 

(n) Yes. 

(vi) The public generally does not apjM'ar to bo much interested, 
ilthough certain individuals are taking a gre^t interest in the matter. 

(vit) Only one such meeting has been reported. 

It is reported that no such effect resulted from the Of>euing 
)f the cinema. 

(b) Goveniment do not consider it necessary to interfere with the 
liscretion of the local officer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (<») (i) 
ind (n)f is the Hon’ble Mini.ster aware that the promoters of cinema 
joinpanies are Hindus and Muslims? 


The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; T a.sk for notice. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a)(v?), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware that cinema houses are generally popular 
among the urlwin Muslim population? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dilpersal of an ill^i procession of students. 

*219. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Joint Secretary of the All-Bengal Muslim Students' 
League and some others were the victims of lathi charges by the, Police 
while returning from the meeting held at the Town Hall, Calcutta, on 
the 3rd July, 1940? • ‘ 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons? 

(r) If the answer to {a} is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any action lias been takerv against 
the Police for the lathi charges? 

(d) If no action has been taken, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

(/’) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state* whether he has 
taken any noti< e of the rescdution ]>assed at the jmblie nu'cting held on 
the 0th July, l!)4t), at the Albert Hall in protc'st of the lathi charges 
of the Police? 

(/) If so, what action, if any, has been taken in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir Nazimuddin): (^) No. Some students who 
formed an illegal procession were dispersed, but without any lathi 
charge. 

(/)) to (/) Do not arise as no lathi charge was made. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the method ad(»pted by the police in dispersing the 
so-called illegal procession? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY ; They were simply 

pushed forward. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be ple<ised to state how the police pushed forward the so-called illegal 
procession — by lathis or by hand? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It was lateral force, Sir. 
(Laughter.) , 
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Grant and cancellation of gun and revolver lioencet. 

*220. Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether 
there are any rules or circulars reganling the grant and cancellation of 
^gun and revolver licences? 

(b) If the answer to (ol is in the affirmative, will the Hun 'hie 
Minister be pleased to state whether the politi«*al views i»f the intending 
licence-holder or licence-holders are considered at the time of granting 
or cancellation of a licence? 

(c^ Is it a fact that the District Magistrat(\ Hajshahi. issued an 
order to the effect that no new licences for firearms should be reeom- 
. meifded to a person paying less than Its. 10 annually as union tax. 

The Hoffi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(b) Political views, unless accomj)anied by revolutionary or sub- 
versive activities, are not taken into consideration. 

(c) Since the outbreak of war c(‘r(ain confidential instructions have 
been issued which it is not in the public interest to disclose. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to explain what be means by “levolutionary or subversive activities”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That tpiestion does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the llon'ble Minister 
aware of the fact that even after tlmt circular lots of licences have 
been granted t<j {lersons of CalcutUi and mufassiil? 

* The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I could not 

follow wliat is the p^iint m the (juestion. 

Mr. SYED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Ilon’bk Minister 
aware of the fact that some members of thi.s House, though they applied 
for licences, have been refu-sed by the Commissioner of Police? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; It ia quite 
possible. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, some questions were held up 
since. 27th August? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yon ineiiii tho'ie of Sir Bijoy? 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Yen, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, they ejiii be taken up to-day. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Jnpaid apprentices in office of the Administrator-General and Official 
Trustee of Bengal. 

100. Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: (a) Will the Hon'bio • 

Ifinister in charge of the Judicial and J.egiHlative Department be 
deased to state whether there are unpaid apprentices in the office of 
he Administrator-General and Official Trustee of Bengal? 

(h) If so, how many of such apprentices are there at present? 

(c) Is it a fact that eight posts of leave reservists have been sano 
loned with effect from the Ist July, 1940? 

id) If the answer to (c) is in the atlirniative, will the Iloirhie 
Minister he phnised to stale whethei- the unpaid ap])reiitn <\s have been 
ippointed to those eight jw.sts of the leave reservists? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LECI8LATIVJE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawah Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) None at present. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

Holding of Civil Courts in the morning in Dinajpur. 

110. Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
diarg© of the Judicial Dejwirtrnent aware — 

(i) that this year for the first time (in last), the 

C^ivil Courts of Dinajpur were held in the morning; 

{ii) that the morning sitting of the Courts caused inconvenience to 
the nuifasmi litigants; 

(iti) that for want of suitable train communications the litigants 
had to wait two days in place of one day at Dinajpur for 
attending the (^ourts; and 
iir'> th;\t niajoiiiv of the litigaut«i are from the 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he pro|X)8e8 to take for the 
discontinuance of the Courts being held in the mominng at Dinajpur? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bthtdur: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(n) No such complaint has been received. 

(in) The majority of litigants travel by bullock carts and not by 
train ; so they have no inconvenience. 

(iv) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Free studentships in the Jagannath Intermediate College, Dacca. 

111. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the lluirblc Minister in 
charge of the Education Department l>e j)leasetl to lay on the table a 
statement slufwing sima* 

the iiumluT of Sclieduled ('a>tc slmlents reading in the .lagan- 
nalli Interimaliate (’olh'ge of Dacca; 

(/>) the numher of tliem that were granted free-stmlentships ; 

(r) the number of af>plications receiNed from Scheduled Caste 
students for free-.studeiitship.s ; and 
{<!) the numlier of tree-«tudentships granted to the studenis belong- 
ing to tJie — 

(Ji Caste Hindus and 
CJ) Mu>liniH 
during the saui perioil? 

- MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): I have been informed that prior to 
1938 there was no record of Scheduled Caste students. 

A statement, showing the concessions granted by the College to the 
students ot variims coinhiunities together with their respeetive roll 
strength from 1932 to 1937, is laid on the table. 

In 1938. In 1939. 

(a) 
t b) 

\r) 


12 

3 

3 


12 

4 

4 
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In 1939. 

id) (J) Caste Hindus — 

m2 ... ... ... 11 

vm ... ... ... 6 

1934* ... ... ... 9 

1935 ... ... ... 10 

1930 ... ... ... 13 

1937 ... ... ... 11 

1938 ... ... ... 18 

1939 ... ... ... 13 . 

(2) Muslims — 

1932 ... ... ... 1 

1933 ... ... ... 2 

1J134 ... ... ... G 

1935 ... ... ... 4 

1930 ... ... ... 5 

1937 ... ... ... 0 

1938 ... ... ... 9 

1939 ... ... ... 10 


ItcLtcment referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. Ill, showing the 
concessions granted by the Jagannath Intermediate College, Dacca, to 
students of various communities together with their respective roll strength 
from nm to m7. 



Total roll staiugih. j 

NiuiibtT of t’ulli'ge wnceiMionH. 

« 


Hinilu. 

.MuHhm. 

Jtiw’kv anl. 

i 

Hindu. 

Muslim. 

Backward, 

Fimt year cIom. 







l>32 

224 

21 

9 

11 

1 

1 

\m 

236 

32 

15 

6 

2 

2 

\m 

216 

46 

12 

9 

6 

1 


266 

37 

26 

10 

4 

3 

936 

3(H) 

64 

39 

13 

5 

3 

937 

4 ‘ 

393 

111 

46 

11 

6 

2 
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Reali$ation of house rent by the Bailiff in Calcutta. 




11A Mauivi AZHAR ALI: ai) Is the Hon’hle Minister in charjfe 
of the Judicial and I>egislative Department aware — 

(i) that pursuant to the provision of Chapter A’llI of the 
Presidency Small (!au.ses ('ourfs Act of 1882e the movable 
prq^ierties seized by the Bailiff in jrenerally appraised of and 
sold, if no order to the contrary can be obtained by jud^f- 
meiil-debtor from the court; 

(it) that such distres*' warrants for arrears of house rents cause 
incoin euieuce tti the bu.sinessmen in the city of (hilcutta; 
and 

(nT) that Presidency Small Cause ('ourts hardly ^rant any iiistal- 

, ments in faMmr ot those bu'-inessmen who are in arrears 

(/>) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, are the (lovernment 
considering* the desiiability ot legi.^lation in the matter^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) ti) Yes. 

(ti) Ao. The legal consequence of the statutory procefhire has to 
be faced by all whether businessmen or not as may be affected under 
section Go ot the Presidency Small Causes Courts Act, 1882 (Act XV 
of 1882;. 

(lit) Instaliiieuts are not grunted in distress warrant cases, in 

suite for rent, orders for instalments are passed in suitable cases. 

% 

(/>) Xo. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to whkli oral amwor wma fpwm) 

CommunaJ ratio of fHoadors employod to conduct oaaot of Wards 
Estates, BafcarganJ. 

'•208. Mauivi 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Keveuue Department lie pleased to state — 

(i) how’ many pleaders are there at present in the Court of Wards 
and other Ward Estates managed by special arrangement 
in the district of Bakarganj; 

(fV) how many of them are ifuslims; 

‘(iit) what amount has been spent a.s legal fees by the alwve mentioned 
estates during the last 3 years; and 
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{iv) Avliat out of the total amount has been paid *to the Muslim 
pleaders? 

(/;) Is the llori’ble Minister considering the desirability oi issuing 
instructions to the local officers for distributing the cases equally 
amongst the4Iindu and Muslim pleaders? * . 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (thr 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): («)(0 55. 


(u) 4. 

Rs. 

(in) i:t44 B.S. ... 2,050 

l.W) B.S. .. 2,500 

1340 B.S. ... 3,275 

(iv) 1344 B.S. ... 108 

1345 B.S. ... Nil 

1340 B.S. ... 12 


(h) It is not possil»le to obserNc communal ratio in such matters. 
But the Board of Revenue has been re(|ue.sted to see if more cases could 
be given to suitable Muslim pleaders without sacrificing the interests 
of the estates in any way. 

Sir, 1 may supiilement my rcjily by stating tliut 1 am graleiul to 
the htuiourable member for having drawn my attention to thi'' fart, 
aiul since receiving notice of this (juestion 1 huNc (li^eussed the maKer 
with the flon'ble Member, Boaid (»f Revenue, and I have issued definite 
instruction.s that the pereentuge of Mu.slim pleaders under the Court of 
Wards sliould be increased at once. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Thank you. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jileased t^i state why out of IN. 2,050 only Rs. 108, out of 
Us. 2,500 lutt a farthing, and out of Rs. 3,275 only R.^. 12 were paid 
to Muslim pleoders? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou may ask him whether it would necesj^arily 
go to one (xunmunity or not. Tlie lloii’ble Minister has said that there 
was no clear-cut rule in the matter but that he has now issued instruc- 
tions. Therefore your question does not arise here. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (M. 
whore it is said that suitable Muslim pleaders will be appointed without 
SiUTitieing the iutere.sts of the estate.s, will the Hon’ble Minister, be 
plwised to state whether this is the plea for shutting out Muslim 
pleaders ? 
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Mr. 8PEAI(ER: That is a matter of arjfiimeiit. 


m 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon'hle Minister W 
pleased to state whether at tlie lime of inelusuni of the names of Mttsliin 
pleaders in the i>anel, suitahility as well as the eonsideration whether 
the in'ierests of the estates would he in jeo|Mirdy or not wure taken into 
oonsideration in preptirin^'- the list J' 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I hope. Sir. that 
my honourahle friend will aeeept the answer in tlie spirit in which I 
am jrivinj*: it. I ((uite realise that m<u<* Muhammadan pleaders should 
have l>een appointeil under the (ourt of Wauls and that it was not fair 
to the Muhammadan eomnuinit\ tliat (ml\ paltrv sums and in some 

4 . » i * 

cases no amount at iill siiouhl ha\e Imumi juiid to Muliamnmdan jdeaders, 
hut. at the same time we ha\e ^^»t t4i look liisl to the interests of the 
estates. Sinee receiMii^^ notne <d tins (|ue*<tion, liowever, I have dis- 
cussed the wh<de matter witli the llon'hle Mi‘mh<*r, lhk;ird <d Kevenue, 
and I have ^;iven him definilf* instiuetnms tliat the jiercenta^e of snit 4 »hle 
Muhammadan plfsideis who w^mld }>e in a position to look to the 
interests ot the estates should he inereased at once. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: As regards suitahility, is the 
llon'hle Miiiistt'r aware that filing of tunuuli .suits d(M*H not reijuire any 
very eomjietent pleu<ler'r 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, T do not 
believe in ap{M)intin^ iiHsimpetent pleaders. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the li.m'hle Minister he 
plea.sed to state whethei the jdeaders who were already on the panel 
are eomjM'tent to file tomndi suits]' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (piestnm does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Communal ratio of pleaders employed to conduct cases of Wards 
Estates, Chittagong. 

106, Khan Bahadur PAILUL QUADIR: («i Will the Hon hle 

Ministei in charge of the lJ«*venue Deimrtment Iw phnised to state 

(/) who are tlie j)res«.m Managers of the Wards Estates, ('bitta- 
gong. and how long they have Ikhui so; 
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{it) how many pleaders are enlisted to conduct c^ses on behalf of 
the Wards Estates in the district of Chittagong including 
vivfojtsal Courts; 

(Hi) how many of them are — 


(1) Muslims, and 
^ (2) Hindus 

in each subdivision headquarters and chowkies (to be 
stated separately) ; 


(iv) wliat umount has been paid as legal fees during the last 3 years 

to the pleaders; and 

(v) how much out of the total amount has been paid to the Muslim 

pleaders ? 


{h) If the amount paid to the Muslim pleaders is disproportionate, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(r) Is the Hon’ bit* Minister considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to the local officers for distributing the cases equally 
amongst the Muslim and Hindu pleaders? 


The Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (t) Babu 
Kiron Chandra Chakravarty, General Manager, North Group of Wards 
Estates, Chittagong, from IDth November, 1938, and Babu Dhirendra 
Chandra Sen, m.\., h.l., General Manager, South Group of Wards 
Estates, Chittagong, from 24th August, 1939. 


(/?) Nineteen. 

(tii) Sadar Courts 
Patiya Chowki 
Satkania ('howki 
Fatikcheri Chowki 
North Itttuzan Chowki 
Cox’s Bazar Chowki 
,South Rauzan Chowki 


Hindus. Muslims. 
8 2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
I 


Total 


17 


2 ’’ 


(ir) Rji.l(),G21-5-6. 

(r) Us.52. 

(6) and (c) It is not possible to observe a communal ratio m such 
matters. But the Board of Revenue has been requested to see if more 
cases could l>e giveu to suitable Muslim pleaders without sacrificing 
the interests of the Estates in any way. 
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Cost of list iunr^ and Sottlement oporation in Rangpur district* 

107. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon hle Miiiiater in 
cJiarjfp of the Keveniie Dejmrtinent l>e pleased to state what was the 
amount incurred us cost of the last Survey and Settlement oixwiition 
in Jtan^'pur district ? * 

V ^ {^/) is it a fact that a number of landlords have lw»en jfiven the j>ri- 

vilej^e of [)ayin^ their share of the rost by instalments!" 

(c) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister Ih' pleased to state the total 
amount whieh will have to he realised hy siieh instalments y 

{(1) AVill the Hou'hle Minister he j»l»‘ased to stale how much money 
has ht’Cji ie(f)\eie<! uj) till now (1 ) from the said landlonls and (2) from 
other jiersoiisy 

The Hon’ble Sir BI«I0Y PRASAD SINCH ROY: {a) Us .hS.4!>,()70 

(e.vcludin^ interest charges). 

{It) Yes. 

ir) 1^.8.(i4;ir)4. 

01) (1) Us.(l,ST,4(il and (2) Us.27.(H,7f)4. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to unsw’er {h), will the 
lion'ble Miiii.ster be pleased to explain w’hether tb© entire Imdy of 
landlords have been given the privilege of jwying their oosts hy instal- 
ment or only a few of them have been gi\eii such privilege!* 

^he Hoffi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It is only in 
particular cases wliere the landlords find it difficult to make payment 
in view of the large amounts pasable hy them that this privilege is 
extended. There is no question of the entire Imdy of landlonls being 
given the privilege. 

Kftzi EMDADUL HAQUE: May 1 take it tliat some of the land- 
fords have not been given the privilege of paying their dues by 
instalment !" 

The Hon’bic Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It depends on 
the /facts of each case. 

Kftzi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the IIonMde Minister he pleased 
to state whether aU the landlords have been given the privilege or 
only some of them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Only in individua] cases where hardship is felt. 

3 
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Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: There were some in which thifi 

privileg’e was not given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thiit cannot be answered oif-hand. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to explain wfiat is the amount of cost recoverable from the entire body 
of buidlords? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The figure is 
mentioned in the answer. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: The figure does not indicate the entire 
amount recoverable from the landlords. ^ 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As regardi? the 
total amount realifwible from the landlords, 1 ask for notice. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: AVill the IIon’Mc Minister be ple^ased 
to state W'hether Government oxinsiders the desirability of re^dising the 
dues from tl»e kuidlords first and then the dues of the cultivators? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That (juestion does not arise here. That is a 
different question. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, there was another 
question relating to Sir Nazimuddin’s department wlindi was held up. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That will be taken up later, when vSir Xaziminfllin 
will be able to attend. 


Adjournment motion. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, we have got two 
adjournment motions. Will you please allow' me to move mine? ♦ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have carefully gone through both the motions. 
I remember to have given rulings .several times that an adjournment 
motion must luMessiirilv arise on a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and must be of a specific nature, l^ow, if you look up the 
rulings not only of this House but a1^ of the Ontral Legislature, you 
will find tlvat an adjournment motion like yours is not in order. The 
language you have used — the situation created by the arrest of labourers 
— is indefinite because w'hat the situation is you do not express. It is 
not a .specific matter. I mean, it might he interpreted in anv wav vou 
like. 
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Now, from statement I find that your real intention is to 

discuss^ the (jnestiou of (loverniiient interference in the matter of the 
strike. Here it is clear from your statement that this matter 

did not to the ('alcutta (\uiH>ratu)n before the strike was arraiijred. 
Therefore, the entire remedy which is possible under the hiw. nassed by 
thih Ikuise, has not \et l>een exhausted. 

. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. may 1 state my 
position i" The fx>sition is this that almiit 20,(HKt scavengers- — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not matter. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sii. let me finish what I 
have ;^of tt» s.ay. Ab<mt IJtt.tMM) >r.-nen^ers went on si like ami ns far 
as 1 kiui\\ . the {grievances id the lalmurers weie {'enuine ami to remove 
those {K»Tie\am‘es, the\ u<-nt on "tiike. Tlie strike was not m any way 
unlaw tnl. Alter the ptstple went <mi nfrike, Oovemiuent intervened and 
airested three most imjH»rtant leader- who were leadinjj the strike and 
thereby made it imy>o--!bb* {or the hdHOiKMs wlu> were fi{^^btin{^ fr>r 
removin;r their {renuine {^^nevances to have that fight fought to the 
end. So, my ii^iison is this that although mi doubt Tt was a matter 
between th(‘ t’oriKiratiori jriid the labourers and (bnemment had nothing 
to do with the matt(T, still Government interfered, and, I think, 
unjustly and almost unlawfully and thereb\ di<l a disservice to the 
labourer s. 

Mr. BREAKER: T n ler what provision of the hiW', were they 
aiTttteted y 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: They have no doubt been 
arrested under the Defence of India Rules. Hut it is a well known 
fact these three persons — Mr. Rankim Mukherji, Mr. Sihnath Ikinerjee 
and Mrs. Sakina Regurn— were intimately iHinnected with the strike. 
Mrs. Siikina Regum is the (’hairman of the Scavengers’ I'nion and 
Mr. Ihiiikini Mukherji and Mr. Sihnath Biinerjee are inlimatclv <^>n- 
nected with \\vh movement. So, although these arrests were nuide 
under the Defence of ludm Rules, they were pnictically arrested becauhe 
there'was a strike and they were advising the labourers how to oonduQt 
that strike. So, by arre.sting them, Government really interfered with 
the legitimate strike of the Scavengers’ Union. 

Mr. 8YED aALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I submit a few 
words on this matter^ In cases like thi* where public health is in 
danger and public .security is at stake, the Speaker of any Parliament 
can fake cognisance of this and allow a debate in the House. Sir, if 
you allow thi.s motion, I can prove U) your satisfaction as well as to 
the sativfaction of thcunenlbei» that the Calcutta Corporation failed Jo 
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discharge its obligations and that Government also failed to discharge 
its duties and obligations. The question is very clear. The public 
health is in danger and public security is at stake^. So, Sir, this is a 
matter which sliould be discussed in the House. I have mentioned in 
my slatemenl that Government having continuing responsibility in this 
matter ( 

Mr. SPEAKER: What do you mean by “continuing respon- 
sibility” ? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Eec^iuse if a local body 
fails to discharge its duties, it is obIigiit4)ry on the part of Government 
to su]K*rsede tliat iiistitution and to discharge the duties imposed upon 
that pu])lic body. Sir, j)articularly when public heiilth is in danger, 
Government has a cleiir duty to discharge, and, Sir, you know, as well 
as we do, that Government has failed to discharge its duties. Only 
several arrests have been made, but that is no remedy. You know, 
Sir, that unfiltered water is not avaihible and flushes are not working 
and we are afraid that we may not get filtered water even very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 put in a word or two 
in this connection? It is undoubtedly admitted by you and the 
members of the House that a serious situation, if not actually created 
now, is apprehended as a result of the sojivengers’ strike and also as a 
result of the arrests made in <.s)tinection with that strike. The most 
ini]>ortant argument in favour of the adjournment motion to-day appears 
to be the fact that we have practicxrlly no business before us. 
(Laughter) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is absolutely beside the point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That being so, we might profit- 

ably use a portion of the day in <liscu8sing how best we (^n put our heads 
together by way of an adjournment motion to solve the serious problem 
and ask the Government <ir direct the Government to take certain steps 
which under the law at the present moment they are competent to take. 
Although Mr. Haahemy has pointed out, at the present moment there 
is no question of supersession, but the Calcutta Municifxal Act of 1923 
does provide for intervention by Government in two ways — by 
seeking information and also by directing certain measures. 
There is abo a third way, namely, if the Chief Executive Officer seeks 
p<Aice help, Government is l>ound to supply such polic'e help. In these 
three connections, we might criticise Government action and also in 
oonneotion with the arrests which jeopardivse the legitimate activities of 
the strikers. May we, threfore, submit that you may be pleased to 
allow one of the motions to be so re-drafted as to make it possible for 
you to aoo^t 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I may saiy at once that Mr. Haahemy^s motion ia 
wholly 'out of order. But 1 cuui say tlii.s iiiueh that interested as we 
are in the hwilth of tlie j>lac'e where the Lejrishiture is sitting:, I can 
give you this asMiranee that in case I find that the hitmvtion is becoming 
such to re<juire a <li‘<( ussion in the Hou^se, 1 shall ( erUiinly re-open 
the ‘matter at o suital)le opiK)rtunity. If such a situatitin does arise 
and if any other motion is tabled at tluit sUge, 1 will not rule it out 
on the ground that the first opportunity has not l>een taken. I myself 
feel that prolwiblx it will be useful if inst<*ad of an adj^JurniiHUit motion 
the House may discuss this matter without entering into the question 
of arrests. After all. where the health and amenities of civic life are 
toncerned. we have got no difference of caste, colour, creed or of party. 

So Saras’ the motion of Dr. Ihiiierjee is concerned, T am very sorry 
to hear of the arrests of two memhers of the llousi*. But here again, 
as I have explained, the nmt ion is not in order. If the motion had been 
tabled on the grouml of arrests and mit on the ground of the situation 
created by the airesf*,. juobably the |>osition would have been slightly 
different In any case, for the lime being, I hold that the motion is 
not ill Older But all these questiims may he discussed hiter on at a 
suitabk* opfsirtuiiity. 

The Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Secretary then rea<l out the following message received from 
the Ibnigal Iyegl^^atl^e (Viuncil - 

“The Bengal Legisl.it ive (Vuincil ut its meeting held ^)n the 23rd 
AilVoist, 1940, agreed to the aniendmenls made by the Assembly in the 
Bengal Patni Taluks Begulation ( Aiuendmenl ) Hill, 1.939.’’ 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Touts Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’bte Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khen Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg to move under the prfiviso to Rule 19(2) of the Bengal 
Legislative A.sseiitbly Procedure Rules that the Bengal Touts Bill, 1937, 
be continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H098AIN, Khan BahaAir: 

1 beg to move that the Heiigal Touts Bill, I'jaT, l>e referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Jabbar, 

(2) , Mr. Abul Hussain Ahmed, 

(3) Moakna Md. Abdul Aziz, 
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(4) Mr. A- M. A])(]ul 
i^}) Mr. Al)flul Kader, 

((]) Mr. raliram lioy, 

(7) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, 

(8) Mr.^H. Brabant Smith, 

{!)) Mr. AHiirniddin Ahmed, 

(JO) Mr. Moimiohan Da.s, and 
(Jl) tJie mover, 

with instructiona to submit their report by the 20th December, 1940, 
the number of members formiii^^ the ([uoruin beiii^ five. 


This matter was before the House sometime ago when it was decided 
that the Rill should be circulated for the puriK)se of eliciting opinion 
thereon. On that occxision 1 placed before the IIou.se the objects and 
rwisons for the introduction of this Bill and 1 dn) not propose to repeat 
them now. The o])mionH that 1 have received from the High Court, 
the Civil (V)urts, the Judges and (’ommi.ssioner.s of Divisions and several 
public iHxlie.s are unanimou.s tlmt the existing evil slu>\ild be suppressed. 
The way in which it should be sSUppressed is to be found in the Iwdy 
of the Bill. 1 do not want to repeat what the Bill actually contains; 
it is now Q public property. This Bill is a non-controversial one and 
does not recpiire really speaking much persuasion or any persuasive 
speech from me for the House to accept it. I hoi)e there will be no 
opjHi.silion. I do not know why two of my friends have refused to 
work in the Select Committee. If my friends claim that they are Here 
to l<K)k after the intere.st of the people 1 see no rwisou why they should 
not work in the Select Committee in order to make the Bill an accept- 
able one to all section.s of the people. However a.s members of a great 
party have decided to work in a certain way I do not think that my 
persuasive tongue will he of any value now to make them change their 
mind, but I would only appeal to them to consider if it is proper for 
them U» refuse to work on the Select C>oinmiltee »o long as they continue" 
to he members of this House. If the Bill were a controversial one like 
the one of yesterday it would have been a different matter but this is a 
matter where we can all unite. If my friends would say that this Bill 
should he withdrawn I do not believe that the Coalition Party would 
care to continue it. That being the position I see no reason why the 
members of the Opposition should not serve on the Select Committee. 

Mr. DHiRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are not 
all loiiviiu'ed of the necessity of such a Bill. I do not know if the 
Hon’ble Minister is aware that most of the touts are now working in 
the Debt Settlement Boards and unless they are brought within the 
puryiew of this Bill it will be incotnplete. The touts there are really 
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creating havoc. There they not only act 09 touts hut they act a« 
lawyers and the law is such that Liwyers are not allowed to appear 
before the Boards. The touts there have got licences. These licences 
have been given by the lion’ble Minister in charge of Rural Indebted- 
nes.s department. So there is no reason why the Touts JJill slundd l>e 
introduced in this Jlmise. I opfHKse the introduction of the Bill not 
.bemuse there is no necessity for such a Bill like thi.s hut the Govern- 
ment have granted licenses to the touts. 

The motion was then put and agretul to. 

Mft SPEAKER: Before 1 adjourn the procee<lings I w’ould like to 
tell t]i^‘ Ilou.se that Governinenl have given notice of a resolution: 

“That this Assembly is <}f opinion tliat the iiufjosition of an 
improvement levy he recommended in resj»ecl of the area to }»e 
served by the I)amodor-II<K)ghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme.” 

Gn the drd Septemla'r we have got no other husine.ss. On a reso- 
lulion like this often a \er\ large miinher of menihers become anxious 
to .^peak but they do not get .sufficient time. If the House lias no 
objection 1 cum admit it because it is nothing but a resolution. (There 
w’as no objection.) As there is no objection w’e can fix 'Ird September 
for the discussion of this res<du(ion so tluit n large numher of speakers 
of all shades of tipinioii may particijwite in the discu.ssion. I will get 
the re.solution circulated immediately. 

Adjournment. 


It being p.m. — 

The Hotise was adj^mrned tiU4-4o p.m. on Friday, the dOth August, 
1940, in the Assemldy House, Talcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 

Tiik Assf;MnLY met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on J'riday, 
the 30tli Auj^ust, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Spi*aker (the Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqub, 
c.i.E.) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 209 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Maintenance of test relief roads and khals in Faridpur district. 

^221. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Bevenuo Department aware that a large number of roads 
and khah were constructed as tost reliet work in the district of Faridpur 
in the year 1938-39? 

(/;) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ])Icased to state how the Govern- 
ment j)ro[K)se to maintain tliose roads and khals? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*bte Sir Btjoy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) Yis. 

(b) It has been proposed that the test relief works which were done 
by the District Board with the money advanced by Government 
should Iw maintained by the District Board; and that as regards other 
test w^orks, the local bodies concerned for whose benefit they were done 
should maintain them. But tlie question has not yet been finally 
decided. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISV/A8: Will the Hon'ble Ministor 
please state whether Government have consulted the District Board of 
Faridpur with regard to the maintenance of these roads? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, Sir, the 
matter is under consideration both of Government as well as of the 
District Board. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether Government have arranged for consultation with 
the local bodies concerned with regard to the maintenance of the roads 
within their jMri^dictions? 
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The Hon’bre Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: These local 
bodies concerned here are mostly Union Boards 8n<l, very likely, they 
will be consulted by the District Boards. 


Satmail bridge in the Contai subdivision. • 

*222. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Uominunieations and Works Department l)e pleased to 
elate — 

(а) the reasons why the construction of the Satmail bridge in the 

sulKlivision of Contai in the district of Midnapore has been 
held back for a long time; 

(б) whether the plan and the estimate for the same have been 

finally accepted by the authority ; 

(c) with whom the plan and the estimate are at present; and 

(('/) the time when the work is likely to be taken up^ 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) * 'J'Ih* attention «d the honourable member is invited to 
tht‘ repl> w)ii( li I gave on tin* Slli April, ItMt). tf) Mr. Nikunju Beliari 
Maiti .s .starred ([uestion No. dlt7. Th<‘ previous jiroposal and design 
being detective, a i»‘\i.sed .sclieiiie was called tor from the Di.strict 
Bya rd. After .some discu.NMon between the oflieeiM t»f (he iVovijicinl 
(government ami (lie District Board KngimM*ring slafl a rough esti- 
mate was received irom (he latter at the beginning of .Inly. 'I’his 
ha.s been examined bv the Insjieitor of Local Works who has 
submitted it to my ]>rincipal t^^ hnical adviser with suggestions for an 
alternative si heine which can fn* carried out more (piickly. Thereafter 
the project will be .submitted to me through the (^’cimmissioner of the 
• Biirdwan Division in accordance with the usiinl practice, I urn unahle 
to say when the work will 1 m* taken up but every <?ffort will be made to 
expedite aetioii in both brunches of my department. 


Amlrabad iluioe in Magra basin, Midnapore district 

*223. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Ilon’bla 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works l)e}>artment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the Aniirabad sluice gate for draining out the water of the 
Magra basin in the district of Midnapore, police-station 
i>>ntai, is not working well; 
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(u) that during heavy rains, rush of water flows into the Magra 
basin from the higher lands towards the sluice gate; 

{lii) that in the expert’s opinion the construction of a regulator over 
the khal at Balia is necessary for the protection of the said 
basin ; * 

c 

{iv) that a cross dam over the khal at Balia has been erected by the 
people with the sanction of the department for checking the 
first flow of the water from the sluice gate towards the basin; 
and 

{v) that during heavy rains the level of the water rushing towards 
the sluice gate becomes higher than that of the portion 
towards the basin near the said hundk? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinuative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (lovernment are considering the 
desirability of constructing the regulator over the khal at Balia? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

(fl) (t) The sluice is working properly. 

(n) This happens only when the 8lui(‘e is tide-locked and when there 
is abnormally heavy rainfall in the areas nearabout the sluice because 
the Magra basin is comixiratively low. 

(m), (iv) and (h) Yes. 

(v) The honourable member is referred to the reply given by me*to 
item (m). 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: With refi'rence to {a){i) will 
the Horrble Minister please state whetlier there was a cut allowed 
very iH‘ar to the sluice for the discharge of water? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

It may be so but I am not quite sure if it w’as near about the sluice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Is the llon’ble Minister aware 
that this year a cut was allowed by the department to be excavated 
juv'it near the sluice in order that the water may be discharged? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

As I have already stated. Sir, there was a cut but I could not say if it 
was near the sluice referred to. This was necessitated owing to the 
sudilen flood caused by abnormal rain. 
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Mr. NIKUffJA BEHARI MAITI: Is the Hnn’ble Minister aware 
that whenever there is a little hit (if abnormal water then a cut is 
required so that the water may be diseharpcd ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

Sir, my information is that the sluices which are therotaro adequate 
for draining out the water of the embanked urea during normal rains. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Is there any diHiculty in 
providing for abnormal years r* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazari 

Sir, tloxt is an absurd ])r»>i>(»sition. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that during this year becaust* of rainfall there has been no proper 
discharge of water? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari 

As I have alreads stated, this was an abnormal year, there having 
been 20 inches of rain in 40 hours So no provision could be made 
for such abnormal rain. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI. Is the Oovernment of Bengal 

so w(*ak that it cannot provide for abnormal years? 

^The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, it is not a question of weakness; it is a question of funds. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Are the Government of Bengal 
who are spending lakhs and lakhs of rupees on other mutters so very 
poor that they cannot siqiply a regulator in that area.^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

There is no standard by which to measure normality or abnormality, 

.Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state what i.s the standard of an abnormal year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazars 

Well, an abnormal year is that which is not a norma] year! 

Mr. ABU H08SAIN AHMED: arpRn^hl 

3^. visitors’ card TOl *31? f% CTTUTO ? 

Mr. BREAKER: I shall come to that after disposing of the pend- 
ing questions which I shall take up now. 
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Election of Mymeneingh Distriot Board. 

•211. Mr. MIRZA HAFIZ; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and I^cal Self-Oovernnient Department be 
pleased to state with respect to Mymensingh district — • 

(i) when the local boards of the district will be abolished ; and 

(ii) when the election of members of the District Board of Mymen- 

singh will take placer' 

(h) Is the ITorrble Minister aware that Mynieiisiiigh is the biggest 
district in the Province? 

(c) If BO, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
maximum numl)er of seats will be allotted for the District Board of 
Mymensingh ? 

(fl) If 80 , how many members will l>e elected and how many will be 
nominated ? 

(c) Will the lion’ hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) how many seats wdll Ik* reserved for the minority community; 

(i/) what W'ill be the procedure of voting; and 

(j/i) vs'hether the constituencies ha\e l>een or will he delimited? 

(/) Is the Ilon’hle Minister awari* — 

(?) that the j)oople in general of the district are not in favour of 
reservation of seats; and 

(??) that they prefer the system of secret ballot with Bymlx>ls? 

({/) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are considering the desirability of amending the Bengal Local 
Self-Government Act, 1HH5 (Ben. Act III of 1885), accordingly 
before the election of the Mymensingh District Board ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): With effect from the 19th 

November, 1941. 

(ii) The election will l>e held after the constituencies of the District 
Board have been delimited by Government under the Rules for Direct 
Election to District Board. 

(6) Yes. 

(r) to (c) (?) These matters will be considered by Government when 
the proposal for the delimitation of the constituencies is received from 
the local ofiB^ceys with the opinion of the District Board. , 



(id) The procedure of voting has been laid down in rules 9 to 28 of 
Part II of the Rules for Direct Election to District Boards, a copy of 
which is laid on the Library table. 

(iii) The constituencies have not yet been delimited. 

(/), Government have no information. 

(g) The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in the coining District Hoard election voting will be by ballot P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur* of Dacca: 

Sir, IJiav(* alnsidy stated that the matter is under consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Xo, no, the rules have already 
been framed and jiassed and how can the matter be still under 
consideration P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, it is astonishing that the 
Minister in charge (ba\s not know of thest* rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Anywa y, that (luestion does not arise. 

Mr. dOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Do tho Government contem- 
plat-e changing the rules already issued by them ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur* of Dacca: 

As far as 1 am aware Government is not contemplating changing any 
one of the rules as yet. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please 
state if rules X<js. 1*1, and the rules on pages 2^1-20 of the Rules 

for Direct Election to District Hoards have Wen or are going to he 
altered P The.se rules say that each polling station shall W furnished 
with such nurnher of compartments in which electors can record their 
votes scresmed from oliservation as the returning offitj<*r thinks neces- 
sary. That means that these are arrangements for ballot voting. 

Rule 14(2) says: The symbol a.9signed to each candidate shall be 
printed and pasted on the ballot boxes of the resj>ective candidates. 
The ballot box of each candidate shall also be clearly marked with his 
name in English, Bengali and/or any other vernacular language as may 
be decided by the returning officers and so on and so forth. 

These clearly denote arrangements lor ballot voting* 
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The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Ah 1 hnvf? already Haid, Sir, it is not in i\ie contemplation of Govern- 
ineiil to make any (dian^je in the rules already passed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Obviously the Hon’bie Minister, 
without knowing tlie rules quoted by me above, gave the reply that 
(iovernment does not contemplate any change in the rules. That is 
why 1 want tc* make it out clearly whether there is in contemplation 
any <;liange of these particular rules which provide for ballot; if not, 
niy question will be whether, in the next election of the District Board 
of Malda, these rules are going to he followed? 

The HoA’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already said that the Government is not contemi)lating any 
change of rules and if these rules are there, they will be followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is no question of change of 
rules. Will tlie Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to .state if these rules 
will applN throughout the jirovinee in the ensuing or coming District 
Board elections? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

J’rohably so. If tli<‘ rules are there they will a])ply. 

Mr. «IOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
I)leased to tell the Hous^ why in face of tlie.se clear rules, which are 
ni)plieal)le to-day the Minister is expressing doubt by saying “probably 
the\ W'ill ajiply” ? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, 1 do not know that this (|uestion is coming to-day. This has 
come ns n surprise. If these quest imis are jnit to me to-morrow I can 
answi'r them. 

Mr, 1IOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Tlien it can be held over, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, it cannot be held over. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The Hon’ble Minister says that 
he has not come preiwred to answer supplementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER : i can’t help that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: CtFtW 

m^ervation of it decisioni) fV f 


Mr. SPEAKER : That is in the answer. 
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Mr. CHARV CHANDRA ROY: 

reservation of it decision il viJC^C^^ fV ^ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is in the unsuer: “These matters will Ito 
considered hy Governiuent wh<‘n the proposal for the delimitation is 
receivt^l from the local (dlicers/’ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The question is: “is the HonTdo 
Minister aware that the people in general of the district are not in 
favour of reservation of seats,” ami the answer is “Government have 
no information”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the IGodhle Minister he 
pleased to <‘nlighten the House wlietlier Government are Koing to ri'vise 
their policy in (’(mnectnin with the reservation of seats? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (jm stion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hondde Minister he 
please*! to state wlo’tlo'r theia- is an\ option with the Gov<*rninent not 
to ohser\e tin* ruh‘s that voting will he hy ballot system^ until the 
rules are changed or cani’elied? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a question of legal opinion. 

*Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the lion hie Minister he 
pleased to state what system is going to lie introduced as regards 
voting in the coming direct elections to District Hoards throughout the 
province of Hengal ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ow does that question arise? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, it is a question of 
proci'dure. 

Mr. SPEAKER. He has already stated the Government position 
with regard to procedure. 

Mr. ATUL. CHANDRA KUMAR; Yes, Sir, if does come in 
But I am referring to (juestion (f){ii) whether they prefer a system 
of secret ballot and symbols. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is quite a different question. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In reply to that the Gayem- 

nient have said that they have no information# Now, I want to know 
what will he the procedure of voting, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a definite question. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: And the supplementary 

question relates to that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, hut he has answered that it has not been 
settled. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The answer is that the elec- 
tioiiH will he held afler the con.slituencies of the District Boafd have 
been delimited hy Government and the procedure of voting has been 
laid dowm in rules 9 to 2S of Part II of the rules, a copy of which is 
laid on the library table. Now' tlie question is w’hether those rules 
W'ill bo followed or is there any change contemplated*;^ 

Mr. SPEAKER. Why do you think of change? 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Because he has said 
““prohahly”. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI. Will the llun’hle Minister he pleased to state 
whether he is aware that Mr, Nausher Ali when he was the Minister- 
in-charge stated that votes w'ould he taken hy ballot system? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Memorial by Dacca Rate Payers’ Association regarding Daooa 
Mimicipality. 

105. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the lA)cal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state wdiet her Aliy memorial was submitted by the Dacca Hate 
Payers’ A.ssociation on the 21st July, 1937, and 16th August, 1937, 
through the District Magistrate of Dacca before the Ilon’ble Minister 
ill charge of I/ocal Self-Government regarding the maladministration of 
Dacca Municipality? 

ih) If so. what action has been taken by Government in the matter? 
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MINISTER Hn charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH ami LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawah tChwaja 
Habibuflah Bahaduri of Dacca): {o} Tlufo jH'titions, dated the 20th 
July, lOdT, lOth August. UK17, and 2:>th OctolxT, 1938, were received 
by Government direct frnm the Dacca Hate Payerjs’ Ajisociation and 
another ])ctition, dated the 2’)th Ma^ , 1939. from tlie sum# AssotMation 
was received tli rough tlie local officers. 

(A) A Senior Dej>uty Magistrate was s|»t*cially <lej)uted to emjuire 
into flic vuriou.s alh'gations made i)\ tiu* As.soriation. ilis report, 
togellier with the remarks ol the Distiict M.igistiatc and the Divisional 
CoiniiiisMoncr, has he«*ii dul\ considered by ttoNtonment and a state- 
ment sliow ing the ar tion taken lt\ tM»\erninent on such points as, in 
their of^uiion, <leserve«i siuious atteninni, is laid on tlie Librarv table. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, it appears from the stati'mcnt 
laid on the table that the Munn'ipal ('ommissioners of Dacca have been 
asked to take up tlie (juesiKm ef tlie iini>rovement of the drainage of 
the ditrlM--> and tin* /,//(// running through the h«‘art of the townK Will 
the Hull hie .Minisl«‘r be pleased to stat«‘ what lias been done so far for 
the improvciiient of the drainage!'' 


Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestioii does not nriae. It is only on the 
power of (iov<*rninent the question is based. 'Fhe power of (iovern- 
ment is certainl\ limited. To find out wdiat has been done, you will 
have to go to Dacca. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: As regards the defalcation of money 
in the Yusuf market, it has been stated that the Divisional Conmiis- 
8'ioner has besm rcfjuested to ask the District Magistrate to make a 
further emiuiry into the matter and submit a report. Will the Jlon'ble 
Minister be pl<*a‘<ed tf> state whether the District Magistrate has 
submitted a r<*port on the outstanding allegation which is more than 
two years old r 


The Hofi*blc Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: 

I want notice. 


Mr. NIKUNflA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, I have got an adjourn- 
ment motion for which I have got your permission. May I move it? 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, please wait. 
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Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: visitors’ card mii short 

notice question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^<17^ question^ ^Itta ^ ? 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: I 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was the question about ? 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: About the issue of visitors’ cards r 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as that question is concerned, it Has been 
diHal]f)wed. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: May I refer the matter to the 
Privileffe Committee}' 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is your look out, not mine. If you table 
a motion on proper lines, 1 shall consider it on its merits. It is rather 
unprecedented that at a time when tlu‘re is a tremendous rush and our 
office has to work day after day without knowinj:^ as to how' to accom- 
modate u loriff number of visitors, an old man like you should have 
thoufifht it jiruilent to ask as to how the visitors’ cards are issued and 
distributed. 1 absidutely refuse to pive any answer here on those 
jioints. I feel that all administration will be paralysed if there is any 
question on th(' manner in which these thiiif^s are done. It is only 
tho.s<» who feel tlu* pinch of the pressure who can understand as to how 
these things are managed, and, I believe, members know that even at 
the last moment they come with a view to seeing that some visitors or 
other are accommodated. Anyway, this is a matter in which I refuse 
to disclo.se any information in the House as this is entirely under my 
administrative res]»onsibility and in which the House has got 
absolutely no control. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I want a definite ruling from Mr. Speaker as to whether the membera 
have a right to inquire into the manner in which cards are issued. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly, if a member comes to my chamber to 
enquire about these things, I am prepared to 8 uppl 3 ’ the necessary 
information. But in the House itself, I am not prepared to say any- 
thing. 
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AdJouraniMt Motion. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITl! Sir, may I move ray adjourn- 
ment motion, the notice of which has nlmuly lu^n driven and which 
runs as follows ; — 

• • 

That the business of (he Assembly do stand adjourned for discus- 
siiiff a definite matter of tir^rent public importance, namely, the 
distress of the j>eople of the Cnntai subdivision due to the recent flood 
caused by the nefflipent acts rif (onimission and omission of the 
Government in respect of the sjull areas of the river Kaliaghai and the 
embankments. 

Mr. SPEAKER. When did this flood take place? 

Mr. KIKUNJA BEHARI MAITl: The flood took place on the 
t2><tli August. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Gnl\ da> before >esterday, and you mean to say 
that Gos eminent have failed to lake an\ action within these three 
days ? 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITl: Government faibul to take 
action ill properl\ maintaining the embankments. Sir, in the slaie- 
ment of facts, you will be plea.scd to find that the embankments are 
not projierly mamniiiied and tliat high huuds have lieen eix’cted in the 
area stopping free flow of water 

Mr. SPEAKER; So many things cannot be discussed. Let me 
know clearly what is the point that you want to discuss in the 
adjoununeiit motion. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITl: 1 want to dist^nss the distress 
caused by the breach on the 28th August. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry ; then it is not in order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, from the Htateraent that 
has been submitted, it is clear that the distress is due to the failuie of 
the Government to maintain the high bunds in proper condition. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, may 1 point out 

Mr. SPEAKER: This failure is not a failure of to-day. It may 
be that the incident has happened to-day, hut so far as the failure if 
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concerned, it lias liappened long before. If you bring in an adjourn- 
ment motion on tlie acts of (ffnission and commission of Government, 
I Uiiiik, even Dr. San^til will find it difficult to support it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I was just going to put in a 
j)()iiit of ord^r in this connection. Here is an incident of very recent 
occurrence, namely, it happened day before yesterday. It is an act 
of nature, but tliis act of nature has creat<*d a devastating flood because 
of the policy of Government which has been follow^ed for the last few 
months. In spite of the fact that w'e pointed out repeatedly to the 
contrary, the policy has been followed of removing embankments and 
of at least allowing them to remain in disr<-))air. So, it is not merely 
a matter of negligence to do some act, but it is a positive act ^'f Gov- 
ernment, namely, the carrying out of the policy adopted by them of 
allow'ing the Innulx to go without repairs. That is a positive act, as a 
result of which the peojde are suffering. The act, as a matter of fact, 
W'as continuing and is still continuing and the effect of the act has been 
immediate. That is why we want to have a discussion on the matter 
and the matter of discussion will be the Government’s failure and not 
the Nature’s failure. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, you may put a question asking clearly 
what is the nature of distress there and if the answer discloses anything 
which justifies a discussion in the House, 1 w’ill certainly consider it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, we may ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to make a statement on the position now. 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CossimlMiars 

Sir, 1 am sorry, 1 am not in a position to make a full statement on this 
incident as 1 am 

i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think, it is better that you try to ascertain all 
the faets and as soon as you get them, you make a statement in the 
House on this matter. 

The Hon’bia Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbaiar: 

But, Sir, as you were pleased to point out, if there was any act of 
omission or commission, it is not of recent occurrence, and I do not 
think, it can ever be proved that negligence to repair any embankment 
has caused the flooding. Besides, Sir, this is not a new thing, because 
there have been breaches in the embankment followed by floods in that 
area, in spite of the strictest vigilance on the part of Government 
servants in peeping the embankments in proper condition. 
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Mr. 1 IOGE 8 H CHANDRA CUPTA; Sir, Laving regard to the 

staWrnent made by the Hon ’hie Minister in charge that thia is not a 
new thing and that it has happened in the past, I submit, it is taken 
out of the description of an act of (tod. This is a thing which has 
happened— — 

Mr. 8 P|AKER: In other words, in (iod’s kingdom, there cannot 
be any past incident! (liaugliter.) 

Mr, aOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, I submit, you will bo 
pleased to consider tins nmtter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyway, the adjournment motion is not in order. 
But if •the Hon ’hie Minister wants to make a statement on the Hood 
situation or on the steps that he has taken, I will not stand in the way. 

Dr. NALINAK 8 HA SANYALs I think, that should Ik* the proper 
procedure, 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think, it is reasonable that in a ease of this 
nature, it is always desirable that at the earliest opportunity, a state- 
ment should lie made in the House as to whether there is an acute 
distr<*s.s or a slate of emergency in the area irrespective of the consi- 
deration as to whether such a motion satisfies all the fornmlities or 
not. 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8 RI 8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiarl 

Sir, as soon as I get tlie materials, I will place all the information 
bef(ire the House. 

Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amondmont) Bill, 1940. 

Tlio Secretary then r<‘ad out the following mes.sage received from 
the Bengal Legislative (,’ouncil : — 

That the concurrence fd the Bengal I^egislative Assembly be asked 
to the Bengal Patni Taluks Begiilation (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as 
passed by the Bengal I.egislative Council at its laoeting held on the 
2drd August, 1940. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Mr. RA 8 IK LAL BISWAS* I beg to move that this Assembly is 
of opinion that rufiees ten lakhs be sanctioned and spent by the (Jov* 
ernmeut every 3 ’ear (including the year 1940-41) for the education of 
the Scheduled Castes and other educationally backward Hindus of this 
province. 
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t(^ Wf 

%r?nw=T l (a member of the Krishak 
Prajft Group: ^ C^FRI with- 

draw I ) TSTS ^ 

withdraw Cffl?, ^ I C*fr^ C^ ^PHS 

C^ Scheduled Castes ^ IHl, ^ 

’®RT^TT fWT? Pf^ I 

c<*w ^5TOT ^tpnr (TPtr^ c?rtc^ — ^stm Pr^i c^tot i 

Pw^ <71 ^mi 'ii^ (??tnr >s\um ^ ^ 

<??T?n75 'SRTt^ Tamm cm (7m ’Tf I 

Ptm f%?*t^ ^rrms ^ ^fnitw^r l m Scheduled 

Castes?! <71 ^5tC$ ^PlttW? ‘ij^ ^F^HT f?r^ 

m Pf^ ^ ^!i7T ’ll I ^Pf fermr cm cmi •iicm, ^ ^ WTO*f? 

’RTm <71 ^pRt^t '^itpni feftps cn m^rfc^l (Ttrs 

mi m <71 *tppitr‘t if^mt'Q cm m ^ 1 mt scheduled 
Ca8te8(Tnr cm (TfOlItfel Scheduled CastesOT 

*r!pfift c?m cir't"^ cmRi ^rnitsm 1 (TOt? •ii^ 
^••1 ?Pr \3 cm cn <7 t (tpr ^ c?t? cmr® mi 

’ll, <75pr (m mr ?! c?i^ c^cf? ?P ?! wi cm m 

(71 ’Pltw 'Q (71 <7f*f cm? mi ^ 1 scheduled CastesC^f? 

»ppntS! ?wi ?ii (Tim T^mni? wm i =mt* '^iTf? 

mi ?rmti i^tSiTf? ?7R PTF^m wi"m »pi?"i7i? 

’IC^S ^T?R I 

?#m Scheduled Ctmie^m PW? m?! mn? CllF^hl I 
tf C5TCs5^ vil pT?f f?C*l^ cm ^1^ (TTQ?! ^R1 ^ I ’'iP^ 

C?*^ ?t??t? Scheduled Ca8te8(Tf? trustee C?t1l7! *rtf% C?'TC?C^ 
'J3?t mr? «RT mp(F ’R? ?in7f? ?F^ C?tC«TC^ (TfftcflC^H, 

fVi ?>frtr®: ?fmr? cmOT Pwn c?^ (7 t?T? «rt f?rt? C5ii ^ 
?rc!R ^ I ?p$m, mtiTff cm c? ^ ^Ps c*f3?! cmc^,^ m 
m cmR cmR 17R ms! i ?’^^m ^tr? 

^ wm mu f?ci? mim cm i 

?^m! Scheduled Caate8<7ni ’^TSTS (Tftrf^ I 

tflc? ^*1^171*^ cm m? ^ Scheduled CastesOT pim 

<751 m f%cm c? ’p cmf|, cn ?! 

fefft (?# cm ^10 ?! 15t? mt? C?^"t ?tPT?f mi?! C*rQ?l ^ ^ I 

mm m ^ C5t^ m ?! l scheduled Casteeonr 
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^ 'S wstt >rra 4iiK ^ 

^ fft^TtUS ^ I IRT 5 Pr^F^ C¥53T ^ 

C^IW' ^5fn ft *¥4 ?5l’*f?r?n aidfel ^K|f 

^3R7 C4tC^ cbltol ^ I Sthwluled Ca«ta«OT 

PTVI <1ti3TO C5R^C5> I C? «fT¥^ 

Scheduled Castcsi)^ C^TTl^Rl ’arfir^ TOT (?r^ 

CT^T ^ ^ I ScheduItMl Cahte«49 C'TfC^^ C5h C^tTff C^T^f CfTH 

Vl^l'>ilfl Middle English School 3 High English School C¥tCirf’ 
sifOT ftcwOT wr (Pt^Pt ^ ^4^ Msrfcs 

^ I ^Vf'' "^RT <R ^ WtH'sft? ^ ^ C^^ftCH 

(TOT ^ I iIi§C4"lM TO1» 3 ^ I 

f41l -5^5 ^ Cvf^ ;5TOT r-W^ ORT (PT 3 SPF 

fet41 <lTt7 4^ (Prfnrf^ ^ WrPf ^ stipend 'Wr^¥ftl 

CftCTO* I pR5 (7T ^ t5 «r¥ Ilf 41 tfR C*N CTfrU I '5tr5 C¥ 
frj ift41 C?tnnp? <7f^ school lmildingil?r «R7 ¥1 <011 (PTTnff^, 

(7f^ ^TR? ^Tprci?, ftni htipend 3 ^HT|^7 <n <nn C5tCllfi>^ ^ 

¥01 C^tnrr^ l ¥RW^ ¥#¥tZR scheduled CasteiypOT 41^^ 
tii;5C¥fi:¥¥ '3RT1 Cffh'^ CTR'TO I ijOn 9T?7 '¥r¥C4¥ ftin 

¥li TOf <mpf I C^pRnrm profoHhional ¥1 ¥ltRrft ’«RTt¥T C¥ ¥¥ 

ft'¥T¥ ¥¥5 C¥^*^ «TfC^f (7f?)Pf ¥ft¥tipr¥ (PTtl¥F¥ *tr¥ ¥C¥ <ljC¥ I 

wnf] ^ ^’^4^ ¥f3r ^t’OT c^rsTtpor ft^Ttps <it¥rF¥ fV^ ¥t<mr«t 

Scheduled Castes JPTOf ^ C4R C^tfP5 <1TC¥ ¥1 I 4tCW^ 

01 fro ^ '5¥R4 ftffenr 4tc^ ; Scheduled CasteiKpnr 0|§i:4»tr¥¥ 
(Plt^t^f 4¥41 01^ ¥4¥ I 01 4¥Trt¥ !:rft4T¥ C4TTO5 C¥TC4 Oj¥^ s5tm «R7 
fiR?R fundoi¥ tJTPrflR l?f41 ¥7001 ¥0P»1 4¥T¥ I 

4miPf¥ ^<Ui^ WO ¥^TOOf ^ C¥ c 5r4 feT4T¥ ¥T¥n (PTfOrfelTR 
Scheduled CastesOT 4r¥4& mW C?tCTO I fVl (7t^ C 44 tt4t 
ifl4¥f¥ sanction C¥tC¥Cf <71^ recujTing grant 4¥ | 4t¥tOf¥ 

ft4f¥ ¥1 ¥tf4 4¥n ^5fr5 4T5: ^ i>T4T&l recurring grant C4lfC5 

5T¥ I* ^ 41 C4tC¥ 4t'jfl '4¥F¥tOOI 44T fVj ^t41 4¥ I 4Rr|75 

’TliftnOf ft4t¥' Sgfef 4RT Tm9 3 C¥fOOr pFf (?4tOfOPT, 

<71^ ¥R7 (7T C*n?l¥ Scheduled CaateaOT 4¥TI ¥ ^ ¥t C4 4 ^4^ 

(A MKMBKB OF THB CosGBKss Pabty : (R^pf C¥ Congrcss Government.) 
441T4I gC4Ci¥ ^«f"C¥«6 ¥1 CTfOrC^H ^ 4f% 4^*^ I iStm COT C¥W4 
C¥®t 4014 C¥<t 4r9Cip I 4g¥TC4 4t¥f C¥¥ C*fr*f¥ ¥1 4¥n ^35105 ¥¥tC¥r 
054^ 45 reformoi¥ Scheduled Casta«(pnr fegf% 4? 

44^1 reform 705 <1tC¥ 44NT¥ 4¥ 1 ¥:c^ f4¥¥ Political reform 
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t 

C^3 ^ I Legislative 

bodyC^ Schodulod Castes^^T ^ 

00 ^ C^RcHCfe ^ Scheduled Castes 

^nJt :^in ’itf^ c^\ ^ ^simr 

I S<‘hoduled CastesOT a ^ <l^1U5 ^STt^ltOT 

feWOT ’«R^ C2i^ ^ <1TC? ^ I Caste 

’TPtra (?r "^TWOT ^ ^ burgain 

C^WO ?1 I Joint electorate vff^ CRT oftTOS 

^*<1 ’'^TMOT I Minority Committee^ (71 hurgaining power 

«tt3n trnrfsR ^ wot ^ i ^ t5OT 

Caste TOT I pblitically 

ba(!kward community^ (7FM ^ I C^TtOT W ’aff^ItOT 

’PitOT mfl ^trnn (Tmr^ ^ i ^ 

^TOTl C^tOT TO »fTft (TOT <4^ !:f^ COT% 

8ti c^tr^f^ I 

Sclwduled Ca^to Education^? ^ «4^ Free Primary 

Education Scheme^^ effect ^71 (TfQin I fr^T COT ^?R1 ^OTl C^TO 

IViraary education free ^4^: corapulHory wm, (Pf^ tt] ((ft^ qr 7 

'^dftdl ^'PSEtTO ^ WrsR COTS Scheduled Ca^fesC?^ '^TS^^O I 

^ >4^1^ ^rm COT^ a CW^rr? (n ^ School Board 

(TfCTO primary education ?rsTO (7\ board(4 

^ member ^ TOta SRT (TT areaiTS Scheduled (^4o(Tf? JrrftTT school 
^■Sfll Sfb^J (7\ ^f^ns WBl’tlH ^ I 'S/'i-at; effective representation 

tlTOT^ School Board 13f%C^ TOl 15t^ I "^TOOT CTO TOJHtfS 

backward Scheduled CikstosOT Wt ^ I ^StTtOT religious education^^ 

^mi ’JiPOT ^4^^ TOPn TOBi w ^$tot tot frm 

1 'BrniffOT ^ '’OT religion ^ pOTBf WTl I ^affOT^r 6^ 

?! religion TO ^ i#rs 'OTl Wo OTf| ^ I Religion 
'^OTi «rS wi CTtWP ^ 5^1 c^ sOTs (W?ft fwr 

'^ta^ I ^»1WOT CTOff Cl!r'n? historian 3T* ae f?t^ C^ COTT 

OTR I ^ <TT history ?n ^ ^ I (A mkmbeb of 

THE Congress Party; ^ ^ I ) 4)^ ?f? ^iTRlOT W% TOfBr 

COT Y? ';5tTO 3n (WTrft CT«f^ ^iPitOT^ ot^i (Br. 
Nalinaskhya Sanyal: C^ CV^, COT\5lOT '*RrtT 

%1, tw %l,tjnn OTCfft WBl wmi religious 

•ducation^^ W yr^Rf^T vSftOT Wf 'OTl CT ^ C¥fCT OT 
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’itn ^ I yr^prt^T \5t^ '^iwi ¥ft 

'ii|j(iw ’i5t!r5i 3Tf?t^ I Pw^ w?i c^ftto c’tr^ 

primary education, 'SRTKr t'ducat ionii? tJ] ^TPm ^ 5fR5 O! TPTTl 
C-fl4C^ TOT I Scheduled CasteaiJJ? *rmi '5RTm 

^WtnRTS m Act^ Scheduled Ca teij? 

^<0 am — ?Ft<iTPT, 5'A, ya<r?r, =mt^, ^itfipiT. c^tt^, 

Pw?l I SchwiukHi Castes fr^rt??? <nft C4^^5 ^fif 

^T3tP:'r< sift iprs c^mrs a(t^ ^ttPr Ppj Swr wn 

’R ^^pR TWR ■jTnR C4lHt ^RTI ^ I 

4r?n Caji^o fr* 5 , ^ PrrsnTfij ^ Tat^rtm Prrv 

Wit PrR tot ^TOT ^ I f*r5 ai 'oT?R group ^StOf 

*fTft (R^RTi ^tRlR (71 nt^'ns ^ I OfRIT^ 

•0^ I ^tC s^"? ^ HI I H'TCS^ lilCsiT 

Suffer stht HTTn ^ I 'itT'R Pr»m“9 Suffer *rTft 

I 

VWZ (RtHTTTH 'ft5 wmction ^91 ?T1 

ScImsIuUhI {’♦istc.siiH education 4^1 P^*TT Advi-ory t’ommittee '4!5^ ?Fflri 
I "TR Preside III i)r. Jenkins ^«tH i) HtSlHT 

HRRR «r^ HiK'cial others iJ^THS f^fH I 

a\ ConimitttH^ TOPT Htn fHr-msTJR '«0?7TTF»Tl Schoduiwi 

Ca«te<7R PfTO 'Stht M*heine cH TOR I <7T^ ^eheme TOrffrl 

'infH CTOfe i O]^ Hrheniei} CTlriRT? 

vil^^ constructive f(,)jn%ani policy ScluMluled (’aHtesOR education HTTl 
adopt cTOrrZ I 4^’ — SchtHluhnl Caslc iTR wiucation HTOK 

dotimte policy TOT — (TT^ declare HRHR WHT 

(?r^ I tfRi iitC?n CTOTI^ (R Tift Advinory 

Committee ^ft^n tfWSR \ 4?FVH apecial officer 

tjrUfVH I tT-’^T# (sfero? Oftas Assistant Inspeot<»r Scbixiuled 

Ca«te«c*R PPf R =TmTS (TTTOT I Primary education 

<7r HTpffN '4^ <R Scheduled Caate«<TR ^ 

Scheduled CavtesC»Rf (TOF tfTZRF W (RtC# 

^tRn *?4#R I Scheduled Ca4eec<R (TTt^ Oi areal v|tC¥ 

<01 ^ wR^>mr ^5tOT tftlfHTtr w opO wv^ i tflfrsrtfl 

Pr^ PhFft^ Hfr® otr^ training <7fC^ ^ ^ WI1 
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secondary educationij? ^ ^5 ,n:«(T I Socondarj 

Education Billii 'JTfTJi support I 0^ ^ C5tC5 

'^WOTt ^<1 ^ ^ cni^ «%Tr5ii %?r i ^ ^ 

rc^ I ^ . 4:5 

^ fwir 'JfE'I 'jsfn ^ :!nil 5f# CT \ Secondarj 

education JITOi fta CT Scheduled CastesOT t5?»| 

C^tt^ CT ’R Middle hngli-h school '3 High English schooi 5ctit^ (Tiafcf TJtFJ 
'otCsn tslt^ ^ '•'I**'" aidil? ^mi CTFt^ I nSBIHM inspecting 
officers 3ir9i ^^fir inspect (TTHT CT JPPS difficulty create 

C^tc? 'Sf^l 'Ik'l aid ^ »|T? ’FtW C*l1r<t C^^TCiJ 

^44 4 C5lr5 4lr$ aid ‘»tt 3 iit 4 

’IW’TT '31OT <i|5f1>l lAktt start fro impetus (tr ^rmi 4^ aRl 

^ '■^It.flCB; I <!«? C3i«tk=T secondary Tpa C^C^Titl ^4 C^tT? C’H^JTS (RstlCT 
hostelui, 4mi ^ C4? ftOT ^ifT ^ I 'ilBl ’c5lrgw 

ART ^4t »f;54T4 ^ uevtg n:<fT3F scholarship 4 I stipend^? 

W'tl'S (TTsfUR W?t4 I 

'iIi|C-»lH4 SRT (Tit (Tt fht C '^l t4t^4 ^ iir«tg 

scholarship '<j stipendul? jitt?! 4S4tiI titers ^ 4?JIttrT 
t?fai JITOI (TfTT C’lti^CS *ttC4 I raoritorioUH ^ 3|t41 (5t41 itff4 (TTC^T'S 411:^ 

■'1'5‘t inc'tn ’IW4I c»tor (Ttlifirs *ttoi 44; ’pilwti »ttt4 

(Tit 4mi 4(414,— 414; 444l4T4f Star 4T!T$ *1tC4 >44; 

^»l’ffJif4 41^ *tlC4 (TW4T Scheduled Castes hostel >ii4T(R (T(Tsi4l4 

W4I 4(f4i5 (TT? sr? tt4(l ^4tf44 C4'TC4Cf4 I 4^ hostel 41 ?4 
<44(^1 4^ 4tl5Y (ofi?! froi hosteM4 4T4n ^4414 441 (StC4C^ I 

^®IWr4 4!:4S mtiv IStai 1^5 tfirf44lf41, (Tlf54't4, JlfgTmmtST, 
4'4tfH4lsi, '4IS. (?5Ct44tf4. 4T4tf44 '3 ft. f. tpffetS fWl 4t^ 

^f4tc5 *ttt4 (514 4mT-8 ^ 3^419 (Tit scheme^ (SlltS I ^ 

wn j?m9 c4lCTi:^ I (5141 (ntoff ?fl4 8 5r<F in^i ft( 4^' 4t 

44 4lw« 4RT 445 CJrfCJS 4k4 (TIlr4 '44414 (TfUn C4 tW4 41441 4(54'- 
(Tr'trv C414C(5 >4^4 C4'H:4Cf4| C4 ffttl 444 4(54''C4r‘t4 fti:454t^(4 
'lllTItf I 4 4414 Finance Minister '9 Education Minister44 yn^ 

C^KTre? >441 (Jl41 44t^r34 iKM ftl^ (Tmm (?m (41-,fTFt %TO4 4 
ftVC4 44C41 (TI44 final order 4t'S41 4l4 4lt I (51Tf 43441 (snft 441t4 (TltsirS 
•ttft— C4 4tt4 4^4't3n:c^ ’15151!% '^1 444 4t H0US044 JPTO 
l4rT4 4(5141 4ft 4it 44411^ olCsn (TFUn ftC4Ml TOR, 441 ftpft ftC41RI 
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C^IC.4 5 ^ (a «TT« (. 4fC^ vStTT Cbl^tA CT ’PTtW? 

^fn c^ ^ ^TssmOT ^ ^ «rt ^ 

iij^ W? ^ C^ ^ 4rtT C^tfC^ ^ 

^|5C^ USotT «T^ ^TST^ ^ resolution TOR, ^35tTO>T 

^ <rTrtT^ trr?rraR (Tfr^r, c<ft^ (ti ^ <r, — 

5tSOTr ’TTO section^?f^ TSrf^ '3t?l ^ITTR I 

'Bitf^ w^ ^ frfTOr ^vfi I *H c?i tfnrm ^ ^nr 

^ TOTS curs ^ I f¥l <trj 4fR tlevolop CTOC^ vftTO ^ tff^ 
5r>n^ cpsF I c? TO cUTO c»H 

TO c5'fGit^, — (TT €R (?T i?tn *nrTO, ^ 

^ (TT STTOT TTTO CTOTCT’^ I 

C^ C^ sc heduled Castos oducation^^ I <iJ<R U?| Scheduled 
Ca-tes ^ fro ’RtrsR ^<rr to educationally backward, 

^tc*R CTtrr, TOs f%f Tfir (TT 

CTOTR I TOST^ sessioni; ijf^TOI Cut motion frorff^, 

(TT^ motion i]^ ^31 CUC? ^ C^ CUHI 

^ TO CUC?r I (Laughter.) ^ WTTO WVC^ 

^StTR TOTOT whole boartedly TOt^ tpSRfrl 

CTOC^H I (Mr. J. C. Gupta and others: All, all.) UfepTlT yTTO5T sfrrni 
f^nf^ "^Rcu^, 'st^l'3 ^ ^ ^('i>4l" CTfe^R c^ 'stc*nr ^*|i^ 

(?Ujr5 cuiR fV ^fcTOTi TO TOrr? c«r TO4 

^ fro^TOc^ TORI TO^f ^sfrnr tocw 4 TO c«r toi 
<rtfl TO tpRtsR TOn *51 ^ r^;TO;«t (?u;rfli i vucrof 

TOTc*R TOUOT fef is«t ; TOrR n*a f'yr c¥4 fTO? S^jl^ to 

TOn »R 5T^ ^ it?i ^1^ fsH ^'t, ’STTO: ^rf? Rr 

*H4i Rrt 5Tr»R TOT ao sfsrs m, TOn TO ctorri i 

TOfrR (R ♦fcroi c^ toirr tot »r<®i cUtor 

CTO!^ RTil I (A MEMBER OF THE CoNORE-SS: fipj yRRR RtTO 

’RT^ >R<«f ^^l) 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have 
every sympathy with the object of the mover of this resolution. It is 
an pdmitted fact that the Scheduled Caste f)eople of this province are 
most backward in the matter of education. They have not hml so long 
the necessary facilities for giving education to their children, and it is 
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for this reason they have not Wn al)le to get any advantage either in 
the sphere of administration or in any other sphere of life. - The 
Miissalraans of this province also were backward in the matter of 
educulioii. The Stak* so long did not pay proper attention to give 
ueceyBsary facilities in tlie matter of education either for the Muslims 
or for the Scheduled Caste f)eople. But for the endowment that was 
made by the late Muhammad Mohsin, the Muslims of this province 
would not have advanced so much as they have done now. As you 
know. Sir, many of us would not have Wn here and w'ould not have 
got any education at all if the late Muhammad Mohsin had not made 
a charitable endowment for the education of the children of Muslims 
of this province. The Government, at any rate, the people in whose 
hands the administration was placed so long, did not discharge their 
duties to the backward people like the Muslims and the Scheduled 
Castes. Now, Sir, it is admitted that the Scheduled Cask people, 
wlietber in the primary stage of education, or in the secondary stage 
of education, or in the university stage of education, have not been get- 
ting i)roi>€r facilities. The Government of the day and the supporters 
of the prv’sent Government fully realized this difficulty, and it is for 
this reason last year Government sanctioned 5 lakhs of rupees for 
giving siK^cial facilities to the Scheduled Caste people in the matter 
of education. 

Mr, K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: That was three years ago. 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, three years ago. I under- 
stand that that money is now exiiausted, and it is necessary lhat 
some permanent provision .should be made for giving facilitic.s in the 
matter of education, i fully support the object behind this resolution, 
although 1 submit that it should W done after a definite scheme has 
been i)repared. It is no good providing money and then finding our- 
selve.s unable to spend the same. A Special Officer has been appointed 
from amongst the Scheduled Caste community and also an advisory 
committee has Wen appointed by Government to prepare a scheme for 
the education of the Scheduled Caste jHH>ple. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In the meantime they will go on 
vegetating. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: My friend Mr. Biswas would have 
been well advised to move this resolution after a definite scheme has 
been prepared. 


Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: It has been prepared already. 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: I am told that such a scheme has 
beem prepared an<l submitted. Sir, we are quite prepared to support 
the resolution in a modified form. As much money as will be necessary 
to give effect to the scheme that has been prepared for the advance- 
ment of the Scheduled Caste education may be provided. With these 
rest^n'^ions, 1 support the resolution of Mr. Uasik Lai BfHwus. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI : Mr. SjH«ikor. Sir ^ 

^ I 

^ ^ I 

Schodulod Ciusf C^TOTISP 

<71 WIT '^n; ^rtr^ optoi tr?f3 

sft^'rrTT^ Pm (Tt ipf Pr*6^ 

^ I r^Pt Schinluled (lastesOf^ fulucalioni]^^ 

-W/'PfPi « ^ I^’Fl sartioni]^ Pr<f6 priTOR, 

3rvti 'itPr. — (OT i- 

'Qf% I (TfT^ ^ a <Prtfr<^ 

orrrN ^=Tftnt crtc^"'^ a 

4^: vjrr?TC^'=T PW^'^tifKmd ^ CTftTT (?fKWS^ \ <1Pm- 

(M^K^ ^ ! "sHl ^ TO? «7t ^ TOSr^ (71 ^ 

c^ Pf HI i;t^ 5t-3?t P?c*lw (TO^t -mn ^ i 
^ wifz^ tft’tPpf 3 Pr>rni T^titn cwb? 

(TTsji I ^ (71 SPt (71 'fi i^TOi ^rPr 

S^tprs SchtHluled (’ustes ^ ’^•TTt^ W»V^ »T^tCM 

PWi? w^.TT, (puf ^ ^ «nrBf 'ttiTi c^trs i Pr« '5 b? 

TOl ‘Wl Sftli <71 tpTT^ 'iftll 'SfPf^ l?b(Fl 

^ oo?t 5;ri*r?? tot ir. =, ^r*pp 

Pprt^ P^Pi (7r'i'*T c^Tc®? ^ch i <71 

^ I TO*! 9 CTCTOfl Pw^ 

F^nr ^ cronm f-rro to <71 1 ( Mr. 

A. M. A. Zaman ; CTOFb ?rfwTO ^PTTO) t) Sc heduled (Ja to> OT W^TT 
^ C27R vftj^ ;5] C5TC5? TOTf (Trafn; C^ITO I 

TO?1 CTO «tTO ^ ^fronr (Tfpt— il^ 

TOfw cFnrcF, rv to?^ cTOpf Pn fro toot 

^s^j-n^rps ^ritOT TOi (TU’tts Pr ^ ?tflr i Pr 

vfpjSfvf f (A Mkmbeb of the Peoja GmJCP JTC^ TT? I) <4^ ^PtTO3 TOT 

^>*TOfOT Ptto (TfanR. 4«ttc=r yroronr ftro w 

^tfiTOTO TOPrtl crogsT ^ ^ ^r^rcf l fro Scheduled CastesOT 
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«R7 (7m ^ fVf 5TTmTimn m 

ART (7T 6ln TRT ^ — Ul Wtft <il^* 

TOf TOTC^, ^5t?75 'B^Hcvj) c^tc^rc^ I 

^ (71 Scheduled Castes educationii]^ Advisory 

Committee^ C^C^rCS'-^ (Tf ^ fiPf mrt ^ ^ I 

SPt fiP5 (71 fr ^ Sf% 

^5tRI (TPTlTr C^l^Cvii ft I ^fts ^ <i]W^ (XVW CFt^ (TTm, 

feft ft^ (?Tt^ 'ItOTf ^ ^^irfiPT WTRl 

Special Officer ft Cdh C^ 

steps RTR ft ^ I ^ ^ ?|ftftft- 

^pPF ^ I Scheduled Cartes Special Officer ^ (7r5^ \S 
Wrnn miluts C’dw^ Pw^ vftr l (iim Secondary 

education (751 ^vfi Paimary educationii]^ ©R7^ C^ 

Scheduled Castes ftcl^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ft?*R mtCTO (7m ^H-^1 ^ I Secondary education ?ft^ 
m[ ^ 'SfHddi mi (TT (TPR sft caste 

^ (TfflTrftC^ C^r.<lC^»( I -S^xifsll* Secondary Education Bill 

mn SeUutt Committ(H)C3 oiOf, ^ fw? 

imi ^ I ftR Sfflfts Scheduled Castes Education Board 

^T^stTR Scheduled Castes Education CommitUn) 

^ I mfm <3 

(Ttc^ cm ^ I 

m m, — S<K’ondary Education^^ (71 ^1, — (71 6 5P¥ 

fet^ , (71^ mn ^ equally district by district on populat ion 

basis^il distributed (TTflTSl t[RC*l ^fel Smt? 

trra, mn mf% vir^^ i ftis ^ tor 

Scheduled Castoe Education Committee (7t^ T5 TOR ^ I '$1?^! 

^ftR mirm (m^ C'^tr«l ?:'^71 (TI scheduled Castes^ ftTO 

wn a ftn (TfCTO, — c'dtTJc^ * cn mn ?m ?(7mi c^ttc^ ^rt 

ftR mr^. otr:^ I ftotc^ TOir^ ^ (Tfrm 

«nft7i ft SmBi TOici? <7T ftmr ftft mm ft r 

^ (TH'l TO (71R1 ^ I ^ 'ISJ -il^ m (m^ (TR (Tmc^ 

(7im^^^(7n^ mgro l^ftc^ StTO (mu— ^:r3^ 

♦itf (7^ ftm — c^Brfftm ^ fttuf feci^c^n. ^ ftrw^ ss^tfft wtft? 

(N (m 3!t^ TO ^ mt? (751 ^ ^ 1 TSm (75a# 
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^ »ii^ c? ^oft ^ ^ ^ irT4c*R i 

Scheduled Castes^ ^ C*^1^ ^ 

As«»emi))yc5 (?tSi m f^. ’srmi v^ffi 

c-4t«!f^^ vj-^ ^-flC4H ^n i ^*nn:*H5f¥ 

^ Schedi^l 0«te»c*nr 

frvl? TTOT TRTi — (Mr. Hasik Lal Biswas: 

cn ii ii^TT c’fT^r^i) ^ 5^ ^ ’ri^rtsT 

'sfc'Cn^'^ s Pr*m '^Ripni mfer S:I1^ 

^ ^ ^sRTn cm a ^ 

WT^ (71 iKxtel &5fhr 

«R7 TTJ vm I fV JrtUTfT^f r-pfBl irin f^TTl^ 5?^ Tftt I CTfcStTf 

C^t\^C^ (7!^ ^ C&r^ (Ilt^ TOR. ■^YtTcT Advisory C'omintttee^ 
'^1*8 (TTR *fTTOl ?TI ^ 1 

(Tfwtrrr TO! ^rtfe To! fll4i 

Sfti:, cw^'\ ‘^‘fi HTTc^ i:-«r8R ’srfwuft, (7i «lTtrt!i 

<tv^ yj TOT!I oof!^ Schedulwl Castes n^HTT ^ToBl Tf^f 

-^fz irm m (Titwrr 

r^ufTOi f^fe (71. ''J'ti 'iTTc^ tpT^ ^rtroni 

(Tftt^l ^fi:^ !SRT ^TTfirs TOI (TT <ii^: (TFt^rtfsm 

TOf? 3FmT-5N ^onTs-R, ms’m 5rd? ^fTTOT ^TOftBR ®T»T oTrai 

ztin ^ r? cm ^'^fiTF -5r5‘'r'iR‘1?t7P ?tT!i 5Tt? tot 

?FfTO fTO5 TO! 'J'tl '^fRTOm *fT^ j c 50 

litsfl Scheduled Castes RR7 i] fe^] ^TTt^n ‘Tt^'t I ^ 

TO TTgi ^ I 4^ wm TO cror 05^1 TO5^, ^ ^ 

c^rc-stcf. ^ 7TOI ^Ftffess, to to ^stm *?TftSTOfTO 

»"*7RtSf 'St^TR f^TO W^n S'fp *n=fr ^TOBI TOT CTOfI 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Sir. 1 rise to support the 
motion tluit liu> hvon moved hy my friend Mr. Uasik lail Biswas. I 

congratulate him for bringing forward this ruHolution, and 1 hope iny 

friend wdll stick to this resolution. (Cries of “Hear! hear!*’ from the 
Opposition Benches. » The communities referred to in this resolution 
are the most backward communities in the W'orld. Any Government 
which puts forward its ohum to be called a Government must try to 
raise these communities educationally, econoraic^ally and socially. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Biswas has referred to the fact that Government 
have made a j»rovision of Hs. o lakhs for the education of the Scheduled 
Caste Hindu**. 1 (onsider that this amount is too inadequate^ and 
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ipeciaiiy ine way ia wkich tLe amount has been spent shows that the 
(iovernment are not aware of the real needs of these communities 
The constru(;tion of a hostel is not what is needed. The Scheduled 
Caste Hindus should he allow^ed and must be allowed to live with 
other Hindus — there should not be a separate hostel for the Scheduled 
(.‘aste Hindus. Any Hindu who objects to the a(‘commodation of the 
Scheduled Caste Hindus in his hostel must be driven out of the hostel. 
VVlieilier he is a Brahmin or a Kayastha or a Baidya, if he objects to 
the iKM-oinmodution of Scheduled Caste Hindus in the hostel, he must 
be driven out of the hostel. There should not be a separate hostel for 
the Scheduled Ca.st<* Hindus. Sir, this is a policy w^hich Government 
have tollowcfl in order to divide and rule. They want to create a 
division ainong.^1 tlie Hindu community which, 1 for myself, must 
lesisl with all my life. 

Tilt'll, Sir, the Scheduled Caste Hindus must he raised economically. 
1 do not know wIm'IIht Mr, Uasik Lai Itiswas is aw'are of the fact that 
unless they are rais(*d economically, it is impossible to raise them 
socially. They must he raised et'onornically first, socially next, and 
edut aiitmully and politically always. They must be ^iven a political 
status and for that Mahatma Gandhi, even b.\ risking his life, has been 
abb* to 4 ;ive some political status to the Scheduled Caste Hindus. 
Unless they are raised economically, it is impossible to raise them 
socially. I know. Sir. and 1 am fully aware and it pains me to see the 
poverty of the Scheduled Caste Hindus. In my district — rather in all 
tlu‘ districts in the province of Bengal — there are certain schools which 
huvt' been estuldished under District School Boards, but they are in 
the ureas whii'h are inhabited by rich iieople. These schools a)uld 
have been established in area.s where the jieople had come forward to 
pay for the construction of the huts and for the furniture of schools. 
1 know that in my distrb t there live a number of Muchis in a certain 
area. They are the most depressed community not only socially, but 
economically also, and their poverty can better be imagined, than 
described. No schools could be established for them, because tliey had 
no money to jiay for the construction of huts and furniture for the 
schools. Brimarv, se<ondury, or college education will not help them 
much; they must be given vocational training, and unless we give 
tlieni that training w'e (annot raise them e<*onomicuIly. They should 
also he given agricultural training, and for that they should be 
provided with lands for cultivation. Unless Government come for- 
ward to do that, it is imposvsible to raise them economically, socially 
and politically. 

I am sure, to these matters. Government have not given the proper 
attention which they ought to have given. I do not know who is in 
charge of education to-day. The Ministers present here are absolutely 
inattentive. They do not eare to listen to what has been going on. 



1940.] 


N0N4)FFICrAL RESOLUTION. 


19 


What I want to say next is that we Ih^ Caste Hindus were gr^ilty in 
the past. We did not approach the matter with that amount of 
sympathy and care which it desuTved. We must t)e prepared for paptt 
jfrayaschitta, I say that for this pur|K)se not only Rs. 10 lakhs should 
be pri>vided. but a much larger sum ought to come from the coflfers of 
Govcranient. 

My friend Mr. Majid has said that there is no scheme. A scheme 
can be prepared in the course of a week. What is lUM’csaary is provi- 
sion for free scholarship, stipends, free studentships. I^ind in which 
agricultural training would l>e given must also be provided by 
Government. They must be given vocational training. If yo\j shelve 
the matter, the srhenu? cannot be preimred in the course of three 
years, .which would (»nly show that Government are not fully alive to 
their respoiisihililies in this matter of Scheduled Caste education. 
Any Government, which (laims to Im* a popular Government, shoubi 
consider it its first duty to come forward with money for the purpose. 
We should first, I do not find adequate words, < hastise ourselves for 
our negligence — negligeme and carelessness on the part of the Govtuti- 
ment and on the part of the community to which I belong — for not 
making arrangements for education of the Scheduled (’astes. Time 
has changed now. If Government are prepared to make wmeuds of 
their past negligence, they must come forward with money for the 
uplift of the Scheduled Castes educationally, politically and 
socially. 

Witli tliese few words I wholeheartedly siijiport the resolution 
nn»ve<l by m> friend Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas, and 1 hope he will stick 
to ii. 

Babu MONMOHAN DA8. Sir, the Minister in charge of Education 
is not here. Ma\ we know who is in charge now? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir Bijo>. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS. I would like to say a few words 
on this res(dution which dtM^pIy affects the .Scheduled Castes in this 
province. But hefc»re I come to the <letailed accounts of what had been 
done for the Scheduled Castes, I thank on l)ehalf of my group the 
Hon’ble the Chief Mini.ster for allotting Rs. 5 lakhs for their education. 
My friends on the other side are objecting to the allotment as 
inadeijuate. Mr. Maji has said that only 5 lakJis have Wen given. 
He perhaps do<^s not know the history as to how thii. amount of Rs. 5 
lakhs was allotted. That must he stated before any decisioa can be 
arrived at. When our group as well as the independent group, in fact, 
all the memWrs Wbmging to the Scheduled Castes excepting the 
Congress were together, a resolution was passed in a party meeting of 
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the Scheduled Caste members that Rs. 5 lakhs were to be allotted by 
the Government. Accordingly, my friend Mr. Mon Mohan Das was 
allowed to move a motion on the subject. Notices of motions had been 
given not only by Mr. Mon Mohan Das, but also by my other friends 
and at the instance of the party Mr. Mon Mohan Das was allow’ed to 
move it on t'lie floor of the House. This motion w^as accepted by the 
Government and we were assured that Rs. 5 lakhs would be allotted 
and accordingly the full amount was provided in the Budget, My 
friends opposite cannot now therefore complain why only Rs. 5 lakhs 
were provided. It was our united demand that Rs. 5 lakhs ought to be 
provided and the Government had implemented our demand by 
alhdting that amount. The Government not only allotted funds, but 
also appointed an advisory committee to suggest ways and means for 
spending tliat amount and Dr. Jenkins is the head of that committee. 
A Special Officer had also been appointed by the Government for the 
education of the Scheduled Castes. It has been said that this committee 
has done nothing and that it should be abolished. Perhaps my friends 
do not know the functions and the works of the committee. Therefore, 
I want to make those things clear before any opinion is formed about 
that committee. All the groups were represented in that committee 
and sevei*ftl meetings were held. I am giving the detailed schemes on 
which this grant of Rs. 5 lakhs wa»» allotted by the committee. In a 
nut-shell they are : — 

Rs. 

Grant for building a hostel for Scheduled Castes at 


Barisal ... ... ... ... 30,000 

Grant for building a hostel for Scheduled Castes at 

Comilla ... ... ... ... 20.000 

Stipends to college students ... ... 20,000 

Building grant to 19 High English Schools ... 75,000 

Building grant to 130 Middle English Schools ... 75,000 
Special grants to High Engli.sh and Middle English 

Schools ... ... ... ... 50,000 


Under “Miscellaneous" the provision is Rs. 20,000. This is the 
first allotment made and it was sanctioned by Government in January, 
1939. The whole amount comes to Rs. 2,90,0(M). The next grant is 
additional grant for a hostel at Comilla. Rs. 5,(XK); stipends to college 
students, Rs. 20,1X10; .stijHmds to High English School students, 
Rs. 7^2,000 and grants for hostel buildings for schools and colleges, 
R«. 20,000, This was sanctioned by the Government on 27th July, 
1939. The total is Rs. 1,17,000. The third allotment relates to the 
•upply of slates and books, Rs. 10,000; grants to Scheduled Caste 
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hostel, Rs. stipends to non >sti pend iary B.T. students^ Be, 1^080, 

makinj^ a total of Rs. ‘JT,U80. Then scholarships for 1980-40, 
Rs, 7,200; scholarships for 1040-41, Rs. 20,000, making a total of 
Rs. 27,200. This was sanctioned on 8<Uh Jaimary, 1940. The next 
allotment is additional stipends to college students, Rs. 12,240. This 
was .granted hv the (luvernmcnt on 4th March, 1940. ?*ost-graduate 
stipends. Rs. 1,200; Sidence and (iet>gruphical apparatus, lls. 8,(KK), 
making a total of Rs. 9,200. This was sanctioned on 27th March, RMO. 
Some allotments have been made which have not yet l)een sanctioned. 
These are additional grants for a Scheduled Caste hostel at Harisal, 
Rs. 2. ’>00; pa( king and freight charges, Rs. 250; furniture and library 
grunts, Us. 12,000. The t<Jtal is Rs. 15,350. 

• 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: On a point of order. Sir. The 
question betore the House is whether 10 lakhs of rupee.s would bt» made 
a recurring grant, but the (|uestion is not about the 5 lakhs already 
sanctione<l In Oovernmeiit and how it was spent. The question is 
whether a recurring grant of Rs. 10,00,(KK) will W made. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as I understood the honourable 
meml>er, lie was simjily developing his arguments in support of the 
resolution. * 

Mr. AHUKUL. CHANDRA DAB: Therefore, Sir, the total amount 
eome.s to R**. 4,9H.(}70, and the halaiiee is Rs. 1,930. That is the aimmnt 
now left out <»f the sum of 5 lakhs of ruf>ees. Now, Sir, my friends 
have said that some amount has not yet been spent. Yes, some amount 
has not l>een spent yet, because in rase of building grants— anyone who 
is connected with educational institutions knows it — some time is 
requir<*<l liecaii^e the plans and estimates have to he sanelioned not only 
by the Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, but it has also 
to l>e sanctioned by the Exwutive Engineer, Public Health Depart- 
ment. Therefore, some time is necessary. In fact, we made a 
grievance of this in the committt*e, and wre asked the Government to 
expedite the matter so that one engineer might ht* appointed instead of 
two ’wdio w^ould .sanction all the plans and estimates and the building 
grant.s might be spent accordingly. That was the suggestion made by 
us for expediting expenditure of our building grants. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BENS What is the amount remaining 
unspent? 

‘Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAB: As 1 said, the balance unspent is 
Rs. 1,9^10. Practically the whole of the amount allotted has been 
exhausted. J^ow, this is, Sir, what has been done by the Qommiitee jnd 
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further the committee has made a comprehensive scheme covering the 
whole field of Scheduled Caste education. This scheme is now before 
the Ooverument and the Government will consider the matter and 
give their decision without delay. Our grievance is that after this 
allotment of o lakhs unless further allotments are made by the Govern- 
ment, we shhll be in difficulty, because we have been paying stipends 
to our college and school students who have no other source of pecuniary 
help. Now, the students wdio are getting stipends — suppose they are 
now reading in the 2nd year or 4th year classes — will be in difficulty 
if their stipends are suddenly stopped. Having got stipends in the 1st 
year and drd year classes, unless they continue to receive the same in 
the 2nd and 4th y<‘ar classes, they will find themselves quite helpless. 
Therefore, we w'unt that the Government, in their Supplementary 
Budget, should provide furtluu- funds for the education of the Scheduled 
Castes. In fact, at the last meeting of the Scheduled Caste Education 
Committee on the IGth July last, w^e made a proposal that permanent 
grants should bo made for the education of the Scheduled Castes. The 
total demands for permanent provision according to the resolution of 
the committee are: — Stipends for college students, Us. 40,000; stipends 
to school pupils, Its. 72,000; grant-in-aid to secondary Scheduled 
Caste schools. Its. l,()d,740; post-graduate stipends, Ks. 1,440; stipends 
to B.T. students, Bs. 1,080; making a total of Bs. 2,18,200. We want 
a further grant to Scheduled (histe hostels which amounts to Bs. 80,000. 
So, our present demand is that permanent provision should be made foi 
Bs. 2,50,000 for tlie present for the education of the Scheduled Castes, 
before the comprehensive scheme as made by the Scheduled Caste 
Education Committee is considered by Government. We, thereiore, 
request the Covernment to allow sufficient funds in their Supplementary 
Budget; otherwise, our students will go without any stipend and our 
High English Schools and Middle English Schools will be without any 
grant and some of them will have to close their doors in consequence. 
Our hostels so long rt‘ceiving grants from the Government, will not in 
that case have funds to accomiuodate the students. My friend on the 
other side, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, says, “Why do you ask for 
separate hostels I would only give him a short example to convince 
him why wi' ask for 8ei>arate hostels and how we are now w'orking under 
great difficulties. You know. Sir, that after the allotment of funds 
tor the Scheduled Caste education, a comprehensive scheme was made 
by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee — and our thanks are due to him, for 
allotting certain seats in every college hostel for the Scheduled Caste 
students and accordingly some provision was made for the same. But 
what do you think has been done by the premier institution at Calcutta 
— I mean the Presidency College — in regard to their attached Eden 
Hostel? In that hostel, Sir, the university asked them to provide 4 
seats for the Scheduled Caste students free. What they told us in 
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reply was that they were prepared to accommodate our students, but 
they must be accommodated on the irround floor of the Eden Hostel. 
VVe objected to this. In fact in our committee we passed a resolution 
[)bje<‘tinf? to the arrangement. We might not ol)je<‘t to the 8che<luled 
Castes being accommodated on the ground floor, but that if the ground 
floor vMis earmarked for us then we would certainly object to it. We 
t^ouli not agree to our c(»nimunity being treated like this and accom- 
modated in the ground floor. That is how. Sir. we are being treated. 
It is for that rcasrui that we want separate hostels without any connec- 
tion with other communities. For, there is no reason why the Scheduled 
Caste stuflcnts sh(»vild live on the ground floor of the Eden Hostel, while 
the Ca^te Hindu should be living <»n tlu* upper floor. It i.s for that 
reasr)n jrc want separate hostels and, in fact, there was a resolution of 
the committee demanding Ks, 1,.'>(),0()0 for building a hostel at Calcutta 
and if tliis demand is accepted, our students ean come to (’alcutta and 
slay here tor tin* pur[»ose of their eslucation. In the mufassal also we 
shall have to provide hostels for them, b'or, without Ijostels they will 
be in great difliculty there. Therefore, in mufassal districts like 
Barisal and Comilla, we have f>rovided hostels for the SeloMluled Castea, 
In fact, we l»av(‘ ma<le it a condition that whenever then* will he a 
demand for a hoNtel and tlie same is exclusively occupied by the 
Scheduled ('aste students, provision will he ina<le for it by the 

committee for financial lu'lp. This is h(»w' the committee is pnxreeding. 
But I have already '•u}nnit(e<l how we are in difhculti<‘H. The allotment 
tjf Ks. r» lakliH is now exhausted and unless further funds are provided 
in the Sup]>lementa: y Budget, we will he put to great difficulties. Our 
students will have to he witlumt any stlpentl; our schools and colleges, 
without any aicl and our ho'^tels ateo will have to he without any grant 
ami will have, therefore, to he closed. Therefore, Sir, we ask the 
Liovernment that before* they consider the comprehensive scheme aa 

made out by the committee, they will kindly consider the position of 

Scheduled f'a>{e ediKMtion in this province. They must provide 

Buflirient funds so that we may he relieved of our present diflicuitiea. 
With these words. .Sir. I support the^ resolution before the House. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE : Sir, we do not grudge our Scheduled 
Caste friends getting Its. 10 lakhs or even 20 lakhs for the educational 
advancement of their children. They are certainly ba4'kw^ard — backward 
not only in the matter of education but in every other respect. If 
Government can spend^lots of money for the education of the Scheduled 
Caste people, we havo^ nothing to grudge, rather w’e shall be very glad 
to see that they are brought up on a par with other people in the 
province, that is with their fellow-breihren — Hindus, MuslimH 
and others. But I do not understand how* my friends accuse the 
Government for not giving any opportunity for the education of their 
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children. How can this Government or any Government for that 
matter he made responsible for it? They may to a certain extent be 
responsible for not giving suitable facilities for higher education, and 
for not giving ade(iuate stipends and scholarships or for not providing 
hostel or boarding accommodation. But it is difficult to see how 
Government ^have stood in the way of the education of their children 
from the very beginning. So far as the primary education is con- 
cerned, there is a network of pnthsalas in the villages, and there are 
ample opportunities for sending Scheduled Caste boys to those schools 
for education. If their children do not get any primary education, it 
is due to the negligence on the part of the Scheduled Caste people 
themselves. The whole trend of the speech of my friend Mr. Ilasik 
Ijjil Biswas, the mover of the resolution, has been that the educational 
progress of the people has been retarded on account of the fact that 
facilities have not been given to them in the shape of educational 
institutions exclusively for themselves. 

BabU MADNUSUDHAN BARKER: No, no. He did not say 

that. 


Kui EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Biswas said that he wanted 
primary sclnmls for the Scheduled Caste people, and he also said that 
be wanted secondary schools for the Scheduled Caste i)eop]e. 

Mr MONOMOHAN DAS: Not exclusively for tlnnnselves. 

Kaii EMDADUL HAQUE: Yes, as far as I could follow his speech 
that w’as w'hat he said. If that be his intention then, of course, it is 
not possible to provide schools exclusively for the education of the 
Scheduled Caste children. The Scheduled Caste boys may read in the 
same schools in which other boys read. The schools must be cosmo- 
politan in every resju'ct not only in respect of education but also in 
respect of boarding. My friend Mr. Dbirendra Nath Datta has said 
that there should be one boarding bouse common to all castes and 
communities. I go further and say that the boarding house must be 
on a nismopolitan basis. It should be not only for Hindus but also for 
Muslims without any distinetioii whatsoever. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Also for male and female, 

Kaii EMDADUL HAQUE: Yes, for male and female with neoes- 
sary safeguards. The boarding house should be tbrow’n open not only 
to Caste Hindus, Scheduled Caste people, Mubammadaufr and others 
but also to both the sexes, male and female^^ It has been said that the 
Scheduled Caste .students have In^eii offered seats on the ground floor 
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the Eden Hostel. Surely, we do not want that they should be 
given seats on the ground floor. That is not right. If that is done» 
we won't brook it. I do not know under what cireumstances seats on 
the ground floor were allotted to the Scheduled Caste students. It 
might be that there was no accomuuMlation on any of the other flcmrs, 
and tigjit therefore they were offered seats on the grouni^ floor. Hut, 
if it' is said that Inn-anse they are Scheduled Caste students thert*fore 
they should (Hcupy seats on the ground floc»r. then of course it is 
objectionable. Not only should they object, hut we will altwi join 
them in their condemnation. We cannot hr(K)k such an idea. In 
these days of democracy, we must Ih* I'osmopolitan in every respect, in 
respect of food, tirink, education ami everything. And to break the 
caste barrier, we want that omt Si heduled ('ante friends should not lag 
behind in the matter of education. They must keep equal pace with 
Muhammadans and with other j>eople. We want that we should all 
combine in such a way as to form one nation in India. So, if this 
lU lakhs is not enough and more money is m^iuled, we must provide as 
much money as is needed for the uplift of the Scheduled Castes. The 
money must lie fouiol by (lovernment. It is hut mt»«‘t and proper that 
our Si'heduled Caste brethren should he given enough opportuiiitiim to 
educate their children so that they may take their due share in the 
administration of the couiitr> . And when there is unanimity in this 
mutter, I hoju* that my friend will stick to his resolution and not with- 
draw it. it must be put to vote to test your hotia fide. With these 
words. Sir. 1 support the resolution of my friend Mr. Uasiklal Biswas. 

^Ibu KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, 1 
am here not to wail over the issue like my frien<l Mr. Ilasik I^al 
Biswas; nor I am here to sing hallelujahs like my friend Mr. Anukul 
Chandra Das. I am here only to place the grievances of the Scheduled 
Castes liefore the Hous»* for their sympathetic consideration. Our 
grievances run to miliiiiiis. We cannot count Imw many grii'vances we 
have and we don’t know what redress the (iovernment can give. The 
Chief Minister is not here. The Education MinisUfr for whom all 
these spi’eches are made vainly by my friends is not hen*. Mr. Kasik 
Lai Biswas, th mover of the residution, wants something to fall from 
the sky, and I fear the sky will send the bolt to him. He has a.sked 
for 10 lakhs of rupees for the uplift of the Scheduled Ca»t<*8. When 
all the members of the Schetluled Castes joined and w'orked together, 
they were able to get gt least some of their grievances redressed at the 
cost of b lakhs. My friend Mr. Hasik Lai Biswas had told the House 
about our grievances and said something about bargaining. Does he 
ui^derstand what is bargaining in this worlds Cnlesa and until we 
are strong enough to exer||^our influence and get things for ourselves, 
we cannot have anything in this world. It is no good asking for 
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anything without solidarity in our ranks and without any strength, 
without any ««t purpose and without any joint action. Nothing can 
be gained in this world without that. My friends must be aware of 
the fact that there were days when w’e w'ere all united and could get 
our grievaiKH'S redressed as we asked: Why are w’e in difficulty for 
bargaining pJirposes.’^ Because w’e are not united. Some of 'us are 
}»ere, souk; of us are there, and some of us are everywhere. This 
sprinkling is a shameful thing for the Scheduled Castes. The other 
com muni ties are w'orking together amongst themselves and are trying 
to get as much money as they can for their own uplift. But what are 
we, Scheduled Castes people, doing here, friends? AVe cannot unite, 
we cannot work together. Let us be united once for all and put 
forward our united demand and then let us see wliether Government 
have sufficient courage to withstand our demand. AVe are the most 
miserable lot, because w'(; cannot unite and w'e cannot work together 
for our own people. I w(»uld ask my friends on the other side, unle.ss 
and until they realise the real position of things, how can they expect 
to bargain successfully? Fnle.ss wv unite, w'c cannot have anytliing 
and W'C are do(»med, ns w'e have been in the past, and shall ever remain 
in that flamned condition. This is our position, friends. During the 
past thr(‘e years and a half or more the present (loviwnnient had g(d 
sufficient tim(‘ to think over th<‘ matter, but th(‘y did not do anything. 
How can W'C expect to get our grievances redressed by Government 
unless we unit<‘? Instead of trying to get united, you are only sending 
your wailitigs to Inoiven. That won’t do, my friends. 


The lloiCbb? the Chief Alinister is not here to answer my friend 
Mr. llasik Lai Biswas, but I am answering for him. (Laughter.) My 
friend w’anl.s primary education, the much needed thing for the uplift 
of the Scheduled Castes. 


Sir, every one is by this time sufficiently aware how these Scheduled 
Castes w'ere created. They w'ere created at the instance of some 
outsider apparently for the lienefit of those backward people for whom 
nobody cares. It w'as done automatically without any instinct. It 
was done to give some advantage to us, but in the end nothing has been 
givim to US. Sir, this is the condition. AA^hat was the purpose of 
creating this division amongst the Hindus — this vivisection of the 
Hindu community? Sir, 70 castes are called Scheduled Castes people, 
hut there are many more. There are only 31 J lakhs of people — 
Brahmins, Kayesthas and Baidyas — who are properly called educated 
and enlightened people, all the other uneducated and backward people 
may jiniperly be classes amongst the Scheduled Caste people, but 
only 70 castes have been included among the Scheduled Caste people. 
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Sir, the report of the Franchise Committee — the final report of the 
Parliament — recommended that something must done for the uplift 
of these c^ommunities. They also recommended that some Ministerships 
should be given to them. But unfortunately, altho\igh we have got 
two Ministers, they are doing nothing for u.s. They are serving them- 
selves *nd serving their own people at the cost of the eonamunity. 

Sir, educational facilities were also recommende«l to he given to tlie 
Scheduled Castes ])eople. But how fur that has been fulfilled, every- 
body is aw'are. Sir, we demanded that Ks. Ti lakhs should be given 
every year for the piirpost* of spreading e<lucation amongst the 
Scheduled Castes, though that was given once most unwillingly, is not 
going to be renewed. 

(At llii.s stage the House was adjourned for iiO minutes.) 

{Aftvr adjournment .) 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: My friends want not only 
primary edmation, but comjuilsory edmation f<»r the uplift of the 
Scheduled C^istes, but may I ask lnm fur the (lovernment have 
advanced with the scheme alrt‘ady prepared)^ 1 submitted a memo- 
randum of about 40 page.s in two instalments to (io%ernm<*nt giving 
my suggestions. I have spent 2') years of my life for the uplift of my 
community, and I know where the shoe pinches. The fate of our 
community has not impr<»ved much. The Spc« ial Officer hud not the 
time to go through my meim»randum and s(‘e jf the suggestions made 
therein were acceptahle. I suggested that piiiiiai\ lalucation must In* 
introduced without dehn and at any eost. When I uas a meiiilM^r of 
the former C’oum il J placed my views before it, asking for the intro- 
duction of primary education for the Si-heduled Caste's, and, if neces- 
sarv, we were prepared to pay taxes if (iovernmeiit could not them- 
selves find money for it. Bnt no attemjit has been made by (fovern- 
ment to introduce primary education, not to speak of compulsory 
education. The other day (iovernment came in with ft Secondary 
Education Bill. Primary education has lH*en shelved, and 1 do not 
understand of what use secomlary education will he to our community. 

I say, “Give us a mere knowledge of first of nil and not 

‘‘A, B, C”. We (ould not support the Secondary Education Bill, 
because it was of no use to us, although my friends opposite seem to 
be very jubilant over it. From our experieni-e in the affairs of the 
Calcutta Corporatron we know that although we have got 7 seats there, 
4 elected and 3 nominated, they are of no use to us. It is something 
like, giving with one hand and taking with another. Recently in the 
Corporation 3 took one side and 4 another and so they C(?uld do no good 
to our commuiiity. This w'ill be the case also in connection with the 
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Secondary Board. I know who will be the fortunate few, 

but I d<» not grudge tljcm that honour. I only want the welfare of my 
<onimuijity and not only a few rcvserved neats for a favoured few. I 
say that so far Government have done practically nothing in the way 
of giving education to the Scheduled Castes. Ninety-nine per cent, 
of our people are agriculturists. They ought to be taught diow to 
cultivate their land properly on scientific lines, but Government have 
done nothing in that direction. 

My friends Mr, JJhirendra Nath JDatta and Kazi Kmdadul Haque 
suggested that there was no harm in our boys reading in madra.ssahs 
and maktabs. Personally 1 have no objection. I am prepared to go 
to the devil and to hell for the uplift of my community! 

My friends Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and Kazi Emdadul Haliue said 
something about special hostels for Scheduled Caste students. I have 
not the least hesitation in declaring publicly that we do not want 
separate hostels for our boys. I am willing so far as to allow our boys 
to live in Muslim hostels having separate kitchens provided for them. 
Up till now the question of untouchability has not been raised in the 
hostels at Ilangpur College; there the Haris live with other students 
with the permission of the Principal. My Coalition Scheduled friends 
may think otherwise, but 1 am very strongly against the provision 
of separate hostels for the lM)ys of our community. For the down- 
trodden condition of our people we have to blame ourselves for this 
separatist mentality of living aloof from other advanced communities. 
If our community wants to live, it should live like men in competition 
witlj the world conditions. They must live with others on equal terms 
and always strive to be on an equal footing with others in every sjUiere 
of life. That is the view I take, Sir. My friends are clamouring that 
Government is very unmindful <»f the conditions of the Scheduled 
Castes. Sir, w'e are willing to support and I support the proposal that 
has been put forward by Mr. Uasik Lai Biswas, hut may I ask him if 
he has got the courage to go with us in the lobby wherever we go? 
Sir, he has not got that courage. We expect and expected till now" 
that my friends will realize the ditliculties of our community. We 
must live together and die togetlier. If we want to live w"e must live 
united. That is my sole and one advice which I press on my friends 
here. AVe can support the sponsor of the resolution Mr. Hasik Lai 
Biswas, but most j>r(d)ably at the end he will rise and say — Sir, I 
withdraw my resolution (lioud laughter.) and all is lost. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8YED MU8TACAW8AL HAQUE; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I wholeheartedly support the resolution Mr. liasik Lai Biswas has 
brought forward demanding that a certain amount should be set apart 
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for the education of the Scheduled Caste pi*ople. Sir, as one coming 
from a district where 40 per cent, of the population are members of the 
Scheduled Castes, it is my duty to say something on a resolution like 
this. Mr. Deputy Speaker, in my district the Scheduled Caste people 
are very backward in education. Of course, we have got our Ministers 
in our Mistrict ; we have our Councillor.s, we have got fi%r M.L.f^’s,, 
but the average Scheduled Caste people are very backward in education 
and are also very poor. It ha.s been said by one t>f niy friends frtmi 
the Opposition that it is the (lovernmciit who by providing separate 
a<’Commodation for Scheduled Castes have divided the Hindus int4i two 
separate gr(Jii])s. Sir, I veliemently oppose this charge against Oovern- 
nu’iit, because it is not (lie (iovernineiit that liave divided the Sche<hilcd 
C’astes Jroiii the Hindu coinimiiiity by accommodating them in separate 
hostels. It is tlic Cantc Hindus, it is the rigidity of the caste system 
of the Hindu community that is rcsponsihle for this. As a student of 
the Hynjoniohnn Cidlege ami a student of the Dacca Ciiiversity, 1 know 
how the Scheduled Caste stmlents arc subjected io various disadvan- 
tages, and in my district there are two cidleges, namely, the Daulutpur 
College anil (he IlngiThat Prufulia (’hundra Cidlege. where suidi is also 
the case. As a student of tin* Hagerhat College also, i can give you 
a hit of my personal experience of the treatment meted out to the 
members of the Scheduled Caste community. In my district, in the 
Bagerhut College there were three lioslels for Muslims, Sfdieduled 
Castes and the (’aste Hindus, But the hostel provideil for memlH'rs of 
the Scheduleil Castes was utilised after one year by the Principal of 
the (’ollege on the ground that no .sufficient number of Scheduled ('aste 
stuiUnts were available. Now the nuiiilrer of Scheduled ('aste student* 
there are about 40 to '4*) and they are now residing in a kufrJiu 
structure. During the rainy .season they cannot live there. They have 
no kitchen even. Sometimes they have to go without food because 
their food is to be < (><>ke I on the verandah, which l)ecomes wet during 
rain! Sir. this is the state of things exi.sting there, and thin state of 
things is due to the absence of any Scheduled Cast<> member on the 
governing body of the college. The same state of things also exists 
in the Daulatpur College where the meiiilMTs of the Scheduled Castes 
and Jduhammadans are not even allowed to reside within the college 
compound. Sir, it is said that the college is dedicated to God, and 
it is for this rca.soii that the Scheduled Caste people are not allowed 
in the college compound. If this is (he state of things existing in the 
country, how is it fair on the part of the members of (he Opposition 
to .say that It is. the Government who is responsible for dividing the 
Hindu community, by providing .separate hostels for the Scdieduled 
CasU* community? It is only in response to the legitimate demands 
of the Scheduled Caste people that sejiarate hostels are built for them. 
In my district there are 25 Middle Knglish Schools established and 
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in a Scheduled Caste area and three or four High Schools estab- 
lished and managed by Scheduled Caste people. They received no 
granl-in-aid last year. During the flood some of the institutions were 
severely damaged, but Government could provide out of this 5 lakhs 
allotted for the Scheduled Caste education some amount for the repair 
of the schools. But the condition of these institutions is extremely 
bad for financial difiiculties. 

Therefore, Sir, I wholeheartedly support this resolution, because 
I feel that the demand of the Scheduled Castes is fair, just and 
legitimate. 


m. NIKUNJA BIHARI HAITI: ^ C^— 

Coalition Party (TT ^ tpSt^ ^t?7T, tfBit ^ 

^ I ^ (Trf^fH^Tfl Secondary Education Bill, 

T? tprf't I Coalition Party ^ 

TfW ^ (Laughter) d ifj 

^ I Coalition Party( 7 P 

congratulate C^TtlCv!) (71 (7T^ 

c^NCvi) C^C'SrC’^H 1 ^ fiRlI (?t Coalition Party^f 

’Tsrfe ^Itft 

01, tpsR ’Tsrfejfor?' i 

"srtfif 1 ft ^ 

sanction Scheduled Castes ^ 

^RT I a (R sanction (TT^ ^sttW ‘ tfTT 

c?tc? I cTtcbt? (R ■?rf? ^ ^ 

^ ^t5C«t ^ ^ ^Rltrs fV^il ^ (Tirs I 

sanction C^tC«11 ^ (7T^ ^ 5RT5 

?Rt?r ^ <JrtOF (7rt?tOF ^ ?»l =11 

CkR C5T^^ 'BtR c^TtO^ ?PtC^ ^3 UOT (R Scheduled 

CastesOT fWT «R7 C ^ ^ RR (7PRf| I ^FtC^ Tfw ^ <R 

— that rupees ten lakhs be sanctioned and spent by the 

Government every year, every j-ear ^fRq 'atRtT ftrtsr 

?nRtW^ I ^ Pf^ ^ ?1 «R5 TOT (71^1 <7Mt(75 

TOl 1 ^ troi ^ (?f 3T1 ^ (71^1 (7F5 ^ ^ (TTGTl 

TOT I or policy tjqfti I 

"irtTR 51^ %n ^ Houses orfortT^ 'itn 'btototf^ or fiTpi 

ig55 Ptf^Fs— ^ editor ^^orsft Pw? ^arwr c ^o r c f=r, oi^ 

’IFfTC*! ^ RORf (RFtfOS <1tOR Or?«R7 ^StOR ^tTl 
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snperiority (TR l nSI?! CT superiority C*R C’lfri 

^ '»W C!r?hT I 

^ (7R ^ ^ ^ a (?T tft^r ^ C^ Scheduled Castes 

*£15T* backwMxi classes C=SfClC^ — S*J ^^-3 ^ I 
'A^ charge TOR CA — C'StWI C^ftC^ PT’IH 

situ5^ ^^ 7 w i ctc^ AVs Pw^ tfotiR cTfnr ^ 

PtPr; C5tm51, C<t^C3 (R vSTOT ^ I 

topi] ^ fC®R 'ili^ T3T C5lC3 1 N 4^Cl>Cfl 

'ar<fV’3 ^ >r3T ^ c^rtrs — c^ t'rc^cHR ^trwl^ 

Tjtr^R ^ I ^ur®^ in c^tc^ci^n — ii^ w*t ^ i»t7n 

♦Scheduled CastesO^ si]^* politically backward classi)^ PW?l 'BRT 
trC3T^ ^ ^ C5tT — ^ 

^ ^ I ii^Ts ^ ^ i]i?i ?rf^ ^ Tsrf^TOi >rR^ s ^ 3; 1 

Mft BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Mr. Deputy Spiakcr, Sir, 1 
rise to 8Up{M)it the resolution ot my friend Mr. Hasik Lul Hiswas. 
Much has been said alunit the deplorable ('ondition of the Schtululed 
Castes in the matter of education. I woubl only say a few words 
regarding the education of Scheduled (Jastes in Western Dengal. We 
all know that the Scheduled Castes people in Western Retigul are 
sc^attered in different villages. They do not Jive c^)mpaci in villages 
as they do in Kastern Bengal. Now, Sir, the committee has passed a 
resolution to the effe<’t that onl\ H<*hools in which there are 50 per ctuit. 
Schsduled Caste students will get grant from Oovernment out of this 
Rs. 5 lakhs. In AVestern Bengal, if is very difficult to find a single* 
school having 50 |)er eent. of the students who belong to the Schedulcel 
Castes. Some of us submitted a petition to the president of the com- 
mittee .stating that in nur j)art of the country it would be diflicult t-o 
find a single school managed entirely by the Scheduled (’aste people 
or wdth 50 per rent, of students belonging to the Scheduled (/ustes and 
that therefore in those cases free studentships should he granted to the 
'Scheduled Caste students. But our petition was thrown into the waste 
paper basket. Most of this sum of Rs. 5 lakhs has gone to (’omilla, 
Barisal and other districts in Kastern Bengal. You will he surjuised 
to learn that in the district of Burdwan only a sum of Jts. 200 was 
granted and about Rs. 100 in the district of Birbhura. I have men- 
tioned this in order to bring to the notice of memb<*rs of thi.s Assembly 
that this is^e present state of things in Western Bengal. 

There is also another point to which I would like to draw the 
att^tion of the House. The stipends are not given ~*l^^li^jatudents in 
time with the result that their names are struck off the rolls. Most of 
the poor students take their admission on the uuderstandi/ig timt they 
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will jrt't Htif)enfl8, but' there is no knowing when they will get their 
stipeiirls. Lust year the grants were given after G or 7 months. It is 
very difficult for poor boys to continue their studies without the receipt 
of these stipends. I know of several cases in Western Bengal where 
the niiines (»f students w'wt removed from college registers. (A voice: 
“Why.'*”) Because they did not get their stipends in time. ^I'hat is 
the arrangement of the Special Officer. That is the arrangement of 
the committee members. 

Now, Sir, w’hen the sum of tts. 5 lakhs was granted for the educa- 
tion of Scheduled Castes, we thought that (xovernnient w'ould provide 
for a recurring grant of a like sum. Though a large amount of 
money is granted for the edm^ation of other communities no grant is 
given to our community. The sum of Rs. 5 lakhs only was '-granted 
three years ago. It is very insufficient. No special scholarships have 
been granted for the students of our community. Government say that 
they are going to make arrangements for the ujdift of our community 
and for the education (d boys belonging to our community, but in 
practice we find nothing has been done. As my time is very limited, 

1 do not W’ant to dilate on the points already dealt with by previous 
speakers. But I would appeal to the Hon’ble Education Minister to 
take into his consideration the needs of our community. 

With these words, Sir, I support the resolution of my friend, Mr. 
Hasik Lai Bisw'as. 

Rai Bahadur JOGE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I have been desired 
by the members of my group to accord my whole-hearted support to 
this resolution. Those who are educationally backward deserve all 
encouragement. May I suggest that if we bring all classes and com- 
munities to the same level, then all this distrust and all this jealousy 
will vanish like unythiiigy With these words. Sir, I support the 
resolution, and I hope that Government will give effect to it. 


Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, much has 
been said about the Scheduled Caste education grant by 
very many of our honourable and stalwart members. Some 
have s]K>ken very lightly, some have spoken seriously, some 
have 8}K)ken with tears in their eyes and some smiles on their 
faces. But nobody has said u word as to what is the need for this 
Scheduled Caste education grant. That is a point which I should like 
to impress ujwn the Governineut. Sir, though the Scheduled Castes 
people are sailing in the same political l>oat, still they are not members" 
of the same community and of the same social status. The Scheduled 
Castes thenflilelVes are composed of different communities. They have 
got their different grievances. So, I cannot say that the money should 
spent in this way or that way. There are places where Scheduled 
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Castes hostels are really neetled and there are al^ JP^*'^***' where hostels 
are really not needed. The question is thereft^re not whetlier we -shall 
spenrl the money on hostels or on stipends tor students or on grants to 
schools. The question is how with the help of the (iovernment ^runt, 
education can be spread ainon^rst the Schotluled ('astt‘s as a whole. 
Wheiiev*er I think pf the conditions of the Scheduled (’asfes, the first 
thinjr that strikes my mind is the lack ot education. And the luck of 
education is the root cause of all the distresst‘d conditiori of the Scheduled 
Caste people. Want of education is the cause of their want of p(diti- 
cal advancement, want of education is the root cau.se of their economic 
disadvantaffe and distress, and want of education is the main cause 
of stM'ial suffering's. Though the Ilon’hle Chief Minister is not 
present to-day, 1 know he is fuli\ aware <d the grievaiu'es of the 
Scheduled Castes more than anybody else in the Cabinet. Sir, I 
sujqxirt wholc-lieiirtedly tlie resolution moved by my honourable and 
stalwart friend Mr. Itasik I^al Hiswa.s. 

In this connection, I should like to .nay that we arc not hen‘ to 
discuss whether u division among the Hindus had been made by 
Oovernment or by the (iovernment <»f India Act, 19^5^ and whether 
such a division would bring (»r \\ould not bring to us any benefit. That 
is a (juestion entiicly for tlie Scheduled Castes themstdvc*s. The (pies- 
tion before the House is the grunt of money by (Government 
for the education of Scheduled ('ustes. Sir, I think that it is useless 
for my honourable friends to (juarrel amongst tlnunselves us to bow 
the money shoubl l>e spent. 1 want my friends to remember tlmt it is 
not now a question (»f .s|)ending money, but a questiem of getting inoney 
from «(lover nine lit. We claim it by the statutory right which tlie 
Poona Pact gave to the S«*heduled Castes pe<»ple. With these words, 
Sir, I 9up|>ort the rewdution move<l by my friend, Mr. Kasik I^al 
Biswas. 

Mr. UPCNORANATH EDBARs Sir, I rise to supimrt 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR* Sir, tlie (piestiiu) be now ]>ut. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Let him finish. He will finish in five 
minutes. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS. On a point of order, Sir. My friends of 
the Coalition Party, belonging to the Scheduled Castes, are anxious to 
•peak, but we on this side are much more anxious to speak lHK*uuse it 
is our duty to express our views on this important matter which con- 
cerns us so vitally. vSo we must lie allowed opportunities to speak. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will see to that. 
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Mr. UPENDRA|fATH EDBAR: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
moved by my honoursbte friend, Mr. Basik Lai Biswas. 

vSir, eonsiderinj^ the backwardness of education and the pdverty 
prevailing among the Scheduled Castes, this resolution is a most 
reasonable one. Three If^ars back, Government sanctioned 5 lakhs of 
rupees for ?lie advanciement of learning among the Scheduled Castes. 
This sum lias well nigh been exhausted. So, if the motion for Bs. 10 
lakhs be not considered and accepted by the Government, our students 
will have no means to prosecute their studies any further. So, i 
re([ue8t the Government to supply this money for them. 

Sir, there are at least 70 or 75 castes which have been included in 
the Scheduled Castes. The amount of Bs. 5 lakhs is thus not at all 
sufticient for the purpose of our education. So it is most reasonable 
tliai the amount of Rs. 10 lakhs should be granted. 

Sir, our (uiuse is the cause of the people of Bengal. If our cause 
is not considered sympathetically by you all, I am sure the national 
cause of Bengal — nay, India — will be deferred. The grant of Rs. 5 
lakhs sanctioned by Government has rendered a great service to the 
Schedubul (histes in the matter of education. I am sure if our edu- 
cation proceeds at this rate, in future, we shall see bright days and 
we shall be able to compete wdth other castes in point of education. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha said that we have ruined 
our cause by our disunion. I say, if he understands this, why does he 
not come to our ,side? (Laughter.) 

Sir, in conclusion, I sav, Muslims have monev for the education 
of their boys and girls. They have money for their hostels. But we 
also belong to the same province. So why should we not have our 
share from the Government exchequer in the matter of education? 

Then, Sir, I would like to give reply to my friend Mr. Banku 
Behary Muudal. He says that most of the sum of Rs. 5 lakhs has 
been spent for the education of the Scheduled Caste pupils in Bakar- 
ganj and Comilla. I say, if this money has been spent for Bakarganj 
and Comilla, it has been s]H‘nt for the fkdieduled Castes inhabiting 
those places. In Bengal there air 70 castes included in the Scheduled 
Castes. The number of TTigh Schools and other educational , insti- 
tutions in Bakarganj and Comilla is very high in comparison with 
that in other di.stricts. So the amounts sant tioned for these two dis- 
tricts by the Committee of the tlovernment in connection with Scheduled 
Castes’ education are reasonable. Sir, I say that Government have 
not been inconsiderate or unreasonable in awarding larger funds for 
these tw’o districts, because they deserve it. 

Sir. in West Bengal, the number of schools is very’ small, and 
Rs. lO.OtKl has been sanctioned for the education of mehUtrs, muchu, 
dhangart — ^ ^ 
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Dr. NA1.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I more the question be 
now put. « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I feel is that it will not he possible to 
finish the resolution repudin^ eominilsory nwlitury training. More- 
over, .Jfr. Sasanka Sekliur San\al is absent to-<lay. lie nftiy be given 
an oi>[)ortunity to move liis resolution on tin* next tla\ . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, \ou may put this resolutiim 
to vote at a (piarter to eight, 

Mr. 8PEAKERS I want to eb»se this debate and then adjourn the 
House, ^liking uj) the r(‘S(dution on military training tlie next <tay. 

The Hon»ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I (Mugrid ulate my fii»‘nd Mr Ha^ik l.al lii^was on the unanimous 
su])port that his resoliilion ha’" re<ei\ed trom all sections ot the House. 

Sir, (iuNcrnment liave evei \ '.Miipathv with th<* prin< ij»le undiTly* 
ing thi> re^nl III iitii . A> has betui .•>tat«Ml by .sevtual of 1 lu‘ speaker.s, 
(iovernment did ^ranf Rs lakhs in the Hudget of RldT-’IS as a capital 
grant for the improMUUent of Si heiluled (’aste education, d'hat money 
could not be spent lav ausc there was no scheme on whicli tin* money 
could be actually sjient. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA : May, 1 know, Sir, whose 
duty it is to fiame a scheme? 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, will 
Mr. Singha kindly allow me to continue uninterrupti'd ? He had his 
opportunity, and nob<jdy interrujited him when he gave his oration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hecau.se his wu.s interesting and yours is not! 
(I.4»ughter.) 

Th« Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That i.s true. 

Sw*, Government therefore appointed a Scheduled Castes Kducation 
Advi.sory Committee with several representatives of the community on 
it and with Dr. Jenkins as Chairman and a Scheduled (^aste otliier 
as Secretary of the committee. The committee went into the whole 
problem very carefully and have submitted a valuable rejmrt, 'I’he 
committee, as a matter of fact, has dealt with practically all aspects 
of the problem, namely, they have dealt with primary education, 
secondary education, college education, technical education including 
niedical education, engineering education, education in the Veterinary 
College, in the survey schools, in art schools, in weavinj^ schools, in 
6 
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Agricultural College, in training colleges for teachers, in the Com- 
mercial Institute, and th«y have also made valuable suggestions about 
the granting of stipends and establishnieut of hostels for Scheduled 
Caste students. Some of the speakers alleged that the money that 
was provided in the Budget, viz., Rs. 5 lakhs, was not actually spent. 
This is not k fact. Out of Rs. 5 lakhs, Rs. 4,98,017 has been actually 
allotted and spent. That sum has been spent year after year on 
different items of expenditure. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: In three 
years.) For instaiKT, in the year 1939 a grant of Rs. 33,000 was 
made for the Scheduled Caste students lu).stel at Barisal. 
(Du. Nai.i.vak.siia Sany\l: That is a political matier.) A grant of 
Rs. 20,000 was made for a similar bost(d in the district of Comilla. 
For stipends to college students a sum of Rs. 20,000 was granted; 
building grants to High Scho<ds to the extent of Rs. 75,000; for 
another building grant to Middle Fiiiglish Schools the same amount of 
Rs. 75,000 was provided; special grant to High English and Middle 
iMiglisli SclKxds, Rs o0,000 and Rs. 20,000 respectively. So in 
1939 altogether Rs. 2.90,000 was spent— 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. The 
same list of figures has been (pioted by Mr. Anukiil Chandra Das. 
Are we here to hear the rej)etition of the same line by line? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not yield. 
That is not a point of order. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Tf I ha\e to shut out bjcause a ini'inber rt'peats what 
another member has said, then I do not know how many speakers 
I will have to shut out. All I say is that if you are really serious 
about this res(dution, you ought t(» hear patiently what (tovernment 
have got to say. If you do otherwise, then I will take it that you are 
not really serious about it. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In July, 1939, 
Government sanctioned the following grants, namely: — 

Additional grant for a hostel at Comilla, Rs. 5,000. Stipends to 
college students, Rs. 20,000. Stipends to High English Schools 
students, Rs. *2,000. Grant for hostel buildings or schools and 
colleges, Rs. 20,000. That is, altogether Rs. 1,17,000 was granted 
in July, 1939. 

In 1940 Rs. 10,000 was granted for supplying slates and books. 

G Hints to Scheduled Caste hostels, Rs. 16,000. Stipends to school 
students, Rs. 1,080. Altogether Rs. 27,080 was spent in 1940. 

Thus in three years’ time out of Rs. 5 lakhs, as much as Rs. 4,98,017 
has already been allotted and spent. 
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Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: How much for your own 
district? 

Th0 Hon’bie 8ir BldOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; Uovenmieni do 
not allot money according to district, l»ut according t(» tlie needs of A 
particuftir area. Government have allotted this money nt>t on politi- 
cal consideration, but for the advancement of educational facilities 
for the students of the Scheduled (-aates. 

My friend Mr. Anukul (Muimira Dus who is a very valued member 
of the Scheduled Castes Kducation (\mimittee menti(jn(‘<l, and very 
riglitly mentioned, I siiould say, that there would be seriinis ditlicultieH 
if an additional amount was not sanctioned for the payment of 
stipends* because the whole amount has been j^ractiiaily exhausted 
and th(‘ students who are in the I. A. and T.Sc., an<l H.A. and H.Sc. 
(’lasses would not be able to complete their education if an additional 
sum is not grunted for the purpose. Government undertake to find 
iiuuH'v by reappropriation, it neccssar\. There will 1 h* no diHiculty 
ab(»iit funds. I (tin give this assurance on behalf of (toverninent to 
my friends of the S<'heduled Caste comiiiunity. 

Another important point has been raised by the mover of the 
resolution, namely, that facilities should be given to the Scheduled 
Caste students for free jirimary education. My friendn are aware that 
Government have been jiroceeding with the free primary education 
scheme, and the Primary Kdination Act has been brought into operation 
in as many as Id districts out of 2(i, and studenta of the Scheduled 
Caste community will. I am sure, receive adcipiate facilities from the 
loc'ation of schools in the areas where they predominate in number. 

The next point that was raised hy the honourable mover was the 
inad(»(iuucy of the rei>resentalion of the Scheduled (histes on the 
District Schotd Hoards. Government will certainly look into this 
question, and they wil try to remove the deficiency of Scheduled (Juste 
representation at an early date. 

Babu Kshetra ^lath Singha made it a grievance that be submitted 
two very valuable memoranda to the Special Officer in charge of the 
Scheduled Caste education and remarked that he had not even the 
opportunity to study those memoranda. Government are not in a 
position to say whether he actually did read the memoranda or not, 
but I can say from the report of the Scheduled Caste Kdu<*ation Com- 
mittee, of which this officer is the Secretary, that sufficient attention 
was paid to the grievances of the Scheduled Castes about their educa- 
tional facilities, and I hope that w’ould satisfy my friend, Mr. Singha. 

As regards the recurring grant, now that the Scheduled Caste 
Education Committee have submitted their re<*ommendation«, the 
Education Department will apply their mind to the reconyiiendations. 
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will have them examined and will try to accept as many of them as 
possible, and if that requires the makinjif of provision for a recurring 
grant, Sir, I can assure the House that Government will not hesitate 
lo accede to the request of the community, but wliether it should be 
10 lakhs, 7 lakhs or 5 lakhs, it is very difficult for me to forecast at 
this stage. So, in view of this assurance I would request my 
honourable friend the mover of the resolution to withdraw it. (Cries 
of “Don’t, don’t” from the Congress side.) 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I move that the question be now 
put. Sir. 

The Hon’bte 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: One minute. 
Sir. I hojie 1 have been able to satisfy the House that ( rov<‘rnincnt 
are ])reparcd to take every possible step for the advancement of educa- 
tional facilities of the Schedul(‘d Castes and there has betm no laches 
t)n the [)art of Government in furtlxTing the cause of education of 
that community. 

In view of this assurance, T hope the honourable mover will kindly 
withdraw his rescdution. 

Mft RA8IK LAL BISWAS: reply ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Onlinarily, v>n have a right to reply, but, 
un foitunately , siiu^e the closure has Ihmmi moved T cannot allow you 
to make a speech, and the only course left to vou now is to ^itlidraw 
your resolution; otherwise, I shall have ]>ut the (’lo^ure motion heiore 
the House. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of or<ler. Sir. 
Can a closure motion be moved during the pendency of a speech? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it can be moved at any moment, even during 
a speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^\e thought that the Mayor of 
Calcutta know bottt>r than to put such a question ! 

Mr, RA8IK LAL BISWAS: 

(Cnos of No, no** from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. No speech is allowed at this stage. It is for 
you only to signify whether you intend to withdraw or not. 
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Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: 

frorc^ — point ^ — ¥t?*f Education 

Minister Finance Minister ^ 

prftfeR OJ «RR point clear I 

clear | ^ W^ 

withdraw C^^C'vi ^ 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave has lH*cn asked hy Mr. Kusik Lai Biswas 
to withdraw his resolutiou. Is there any td)jei'tion 
< Cries of “Yes, yes” fn»m the Oppesitinn Benches.) 

The question that leave be g^ranted to Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas to 
withdraw hi** res<dution was then jiut and u division taken with the 
following result : — 

(While the division was g(>ing on, cama.ssing took place on tiie hoor 
of the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: May T recpiest the Whips of all the Parties not 
to go rtoind to the members of other Parties to can vans votes P 

AYES -51. 


AM«I Atlt, Maiilaa* Mtf. 

AM«I Natl. Mr. Miru. 

AMfll Natl, Mr. Mia. 

AM«i Hakim VikramMri, Maalvl MS. 
AMar Rakmaa, Kkaa lakakar A. P. H. 
AM«r Hakmaa tiStfNi, Mr. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa taktk Haahrl I. 

AMar Rauak, Maalvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maatvl MA 
Aaararai Aiim, Kkaa takMar MA 
Askratall, Mr. M. 

•MraMaiA Mr. lyM. 

•laaraA Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Daa. Mr. Aaakal OkaaSrA 
Data, Baka Oaktaira NalA 
BSkar, Mr. UpaaSraaatk. 

Parkal Baaa Kkaaam. Baiam. 

Paalal QaMIr, Kkaa BakMar MaalvL 
Paalar Bakaua, Hr. (Oaaaa.) 

PaMar Rakaua, Hr. (Mpamaalaik.) 
Bamaa, Hr. I. A. 

Mr. A 

NamMaMia Akaai, Kkaa kakM. 
Namfitaa, Hr. K. A. 

NatamaMf Mmakar, Kkaa taklk HaatvL 
ikrta Akamk HiA Haalat. 

4alaiaMia AkaMk. Kkaa Bakakar HaataL 


Maklakakkia AkaMk. Kkaa Bakakar Haalat. 
Maakal, Mr. Baaka Bakarl. 

Maakal, Mr. Birat Okaakra. 

Maakal, Hr. kagat Okaaknu 
MakammM larall, Maalvl. 

MalHak. tka Naa'kit Mr. Makaaka Bakary. 
Matlick. Mr. Pafia Bakarjr. 

Matkarraf NaMaia, tka Maa'Ma Baarak, Kkaa 
BakMar. 

Maatafavaai Nkfat. Mr. tyak. 

Baaky, tka Haa’kia Makaraja krlMkaakra, at 
OaaMaikaaar. 

BaaaraNak, Bavaktaka K. 

Balkat, tka Naa'kIa Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 
Baiaar Bakmaa Kkaa, Hr. 

Bay. Mr. Okaaaajay. 

Bay, Mr. PatIraaA 
lakaka Alam, Mr. lyaA 
taliai. Mr. A A. 
lanUal IMarn. Hr. 

Ikakakakkia, Hr. Kkwaia, 0.B.I. 
tirkar. BaM Litta MaakA 
•aiiik. Mr. M. Brakaat 
•Mata. Mr. k. W. B. 

TaaBcakkia Kkaa, tka HaatN Mr. 

WkHakaak. Mr. B. B. 


Akkal Nakatai, Hr. 
AkksI WakM, HaaM. 
Akal Pan. Hr. HA 
AkaMk Kkaa, Mr. SyaA 
Baaarli, Mr. P 


N0E5-<5i. 

Baaarji, Hr. talya PrtyA 
BaaarlaA Dr. laraak Bkaakrt. 
Barma, Baka Prtaikart 
BaraiA Mr. PaiMlIt 
Baraiaa, Baka tk^Mi Priiki^ 
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|«r«aii, Up«ii<ni Natk. 
tkawMik, Or. Oakiada Ckaadra. 
•tiwai, laka Ukikmi Narayaa. 
taM, Mr. larat Okandra. 
Okaadkarl, Itai Haraadra Natk. 
Dat, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Daa Oadta, Baka Kkagaadra Natk. 
Oatta, Mr. Okiraadra Natk. 

Oaiui. Mr. HaraadKi Natk. 

Eaidadal Hafaa, Kaii. 

Baafaiy, Mr. Pratai Okaadra. 
Bkaaa, Mr. Atal Kiithna. 

Blaaaddia Akaiad, Mr. 

•aiwaaii, Mr. Tuiii Ckaadra. 
Badta, Mr. Jafaik Ckaadra. 

Naaaa All Ckawdkary, Mr. lyad. 
dalaladdia Haikaaiy. Mr. lyad. 
dalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Kkan. Mr. Dakandra Lali. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Ckaadra. 

Kaada, Mr. Nlikitka Natk. 

Mam, Mr. NIkuaja Bahari. 

MaJI, Mr. Adaralta Kamar. 
Majaaidar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 


Mai, Mr. laarar Ckaadra. 

Maadal, Mr. Aairita Ul. 

aadal, Mr. dtfaadra Natk. 

Maadal, Mr. Kriakaa Praaad. 
Maairasapaiaa IMaaiakadl, Maalaaa Md. 
Mafkal Naaaia, Mr. 

MakkarJI, Dr. Ikarat Ckaadra. 

Malllak, Irijat Aikataik. 

Naafcar, Mr. Haai Ckaadra. 

Naatkar All, Mr. tpad. 

Paal, Hr Harl laakar. 

RaaiiiaddlB Akaiad, Mr. 

Rap, Mr. Ckara Ckaadra. 
laapal. Dr. Nallaakika. 
karkar, Mr. Nallai Raajaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal Ckaadra. 

•aa, Rai Bakadar dagaak Ckaadra. 
laa-Bapta, Mra. NallU. 
lhahadall, Mr. 
fkaaiaaddia Akaiad, Mr. M. 
tinfka, Baka Kakatra Natk. 

Car, Mr. Haraadra Kamar. 

Wallar Rakmaa, Maalvl. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes lieiiig 51 and the Noes 58, the withdrawal motion was 
lost. (Loud aj)pluu8e.) 

Then the resolution of Mr. Kasik Jjal Iliswus — that this Assembly 
is of opinion that rujiees ten lakhs be sanctioned and spent by the 
Government every year (including the year 1040-41) for tlie education 
of the Scheduled Castes and other ediK'ationally backward llin<hi8 
of this province, was put and agreed to. (Loud cheers and clapping 
of hands on the table from Opposition benches.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Th< ’re will be no sitting of the Assembly on 
Monday. On Tuesday, the only business is the Government resolu- 
tion regarding Damodar-Hooghly-IIowrah Flushing >Schemo. The 
agenda for Wednesday will follow. I shall try to circulate a corrected 
copy of the agenda as early ns possible so that the members might 
know the programme. 


Adjournment 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 445 p.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd 
September, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 





Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Ths Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 3’rd Se])temher, 1940, at 4-4*) p.in. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tl)e Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AziZUL HaQUE, 
c.i.K.) in the Chair, 8 Ilon’lde Ministers and 210 ineinl>ers» 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communal ratio of Civil Surgeons. 

•224. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hnn’hle Minlhter in 
ehinf-e of t)je Culdie ll.*alth and l><M al Std f-dovorninent Department be 
pleaded to state — 

(f) the num])er of (I) Hindus, (2) Muslims, and Ch Scheduled 
CaMcs .imonir.st the ('i\il Suij^NMms of Iljuigal existiiij^ at 
J)reseiit ; aiid 

(n ) what steps the ( ro\ < rnmcnt have* taken for maintaining tht? 
rommunal ratio in the posts of (’ivil SurpMins since that 
ratio was fixed!" 

(h) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing ihe present strength of (It Hindu, (2; Muslim and 
(3) Sehed tiled Ca^te otlieers — 

(i) amongst the (1) rhynicians, (2t Surgeons and (3) oilier medieal 
men deputed in the (1) Medieal College, (2) Cannichael 
Hospital for Tropical Diseases, (3,) Howrah Heneral Hospital 
and {4> Sarnhhunath Pandit Hospital; and 

(ti) amongst the (1) Professors and (2t Assistant Professors of the 
different departments of the Medical College and of the 
School of Tropical Medicine? 



72 


QUESTIONS. 


[3rd Sept., 


ir) Do llie (jovornnient conlemplate the maintenance of the com- 
mufjaJ propoHion in tlie guperior posts in the Medical Department 
without deterioration of the quality of the posts? 

{(I) If HO, Ilow is it jjroposed to be done? 

« 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): {a) (I) Hindus 9 (excluding 
officiating Civil Surgeons) ; Muslims and Scheduled Castes — Nil. 


[The alnive figures do not indicate the I.M.S. and I.M.D. officers 
liolding the posts of Civil Surgeons.] 

(</) (^)inmunal ratio has been fixed for recniitincnt to the Bengal 
Medical Service (Cj)per). The posts of Civil Surj^eoiis other tlian those 
reserv('d tor I.M.S. ami I.^I.D. offi(‘ers are filled up hy promotion from 
the olli<crs of the B.M.S. (l'p])er) on the ground of meiit with due 
legard to H(*niority. I'he <juestion of maintaining the (‘omiminal i)ro- 
porlion in ai>pointing (Uvil Surgeons b> promotion from the B.M.S. 
eaclre does not therefore arise. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) and id) ( jovenimeiit will ol s»*rvo the Beng^al St'rvices lleeruit- 
meiit (Communal Katio) llules, in all cases of appointimuits 

where they are applicable. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of starred question No. 224. 



Hindus. 

Mu-shms. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

(b) (0- 




. Medkal Volleifr. Hen^pitah, CakitUa — | 




1. Visiting I'hysicUns (senior) 

2. \'isiting Physicians (junior) 

3. X'lsitiiig Surgeons (senior) 

4. N'lsiting Surgtxins (junior) 

5. Other me loal men deputed 

6 

7 

•6 

’ ' 1 1 
1 



*On9 (KXit of junior viaiting Surgeon is vacant as the incumbent Dr. Q. M. Musa has 
not joined. 
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Hindus. 

Muslima. 

Scheduled 

Oaslea. 

2. Carmichael JloepUai for Tropical 
eeues, Calcutta — 

1. Phyflicianii 

1 

2 

u 


2/ Surgeons 




3. Other medical men deputcxl 



1 

3. Hourah General Hospital — 

1 . Physicians 

2. Surgeons 

3. Other medical men deputed 

} ■ 

1 

I 

(on BUptMT* 
tiumerary 
duty). 

• 

4. Samhhunath I'amlu llit^pUal, C alculta— 

1, I’hysician 

(Sub-Asais* 
tout Sur- 

giMin 

KadiolO' 

gist). 


1 

2. Surgeons 

4 



3. Other rinslieal men dopuOd 

8 

1 



(6) (n)— 


1 Mrthral College, C alcutta 



1. Prof<*ssors (non -clinical; 

07 

1 

2. I’rofe.ssors (elinicai; 

3 


3. Assistant Proft^ors 

2 


2. School of Tropical Alcdtciitc, ('alci.tia — 



1. Proft^tiwirM 

(t)« 


2. AatuHtant Profeesoni 

8 



(•) 3 part-timo ar)(i 4 full time. 

(t) Inc'iudiiig oiH* pArt-iirix') [)roft»!Wor. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: AVitli r.fer^nw to answer (/>), 
will tlu* flon’lilo Minisl or 1 h* ploased to i-oiiMidor tho desirability of 
establishing the ( (nninunal ratio in future so far as aiijiointment to tho 
post.s of \ isiting Phy.sit ians, Visiting Surgeons and other medical men 
are concerned 't 


The Hofi’ble Naweb Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I have alreatiy slaleil that (Government are going to observe the com- 
munal ratio in new appointments in the Ib^ngal Medical Service 
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(Upper). Mo.st of these appointments have already been made and 
when the present incumbents retire and new appointments are made, 
Government will certainly follow' the communal ratio rules. 


Mr. ABpUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I am not referring to the 
Bengal Medical Service (Upper), but I am referring to the answer (h), 
that is, so far as appointments in the Medical College Hospital and 
other hospitals, of Visiting Physicians and Visiting Surgeons and other 
medical men, are concerned. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am sorry. Sir, 1 did not follow the first question. 

In regard to these ap[)ointments, I wish to say that if there are 
Physicians or Surgeons of other communities w'ho are capable, certain- 
ly their cases will lx* c'onsidered. But generally Physicians and 
Surgeons, unless they liave got special aptitude, are very seldom 
npi>ointed to these posts, 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in the Bengal Medical Service, there 
are a sutHcieiit number of Muslim candidates available 


Mr. SPEAKER. This question refers only to Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that (*ven among (he Scht‘dulei,l (histes, so far as the Bengal Medical 
Servi(’e is concerned, there are a sudicient numWr of candidates avail- 
able for these postaiP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaia HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am sorry the honourable member has not quite followed my 
answ(*r. The j)osts of Visiting Physicians and Visiting Surgeons are 
given only to those w'ho have attained eminence in their own line and 
the Scheduled Caste candidates have not yet reached that stage. Their 
cases w’ill be considered in due time. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On a point of information, Sir. 
May I know' why 1 am banned from putting questions about Muslims 
as the questioner himself wanted to know the number of Hindus, 
Muslims and Scheduled Castes amongst the Civil Surgeons of Bengal 
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and other appointments, and the answer also shows the representation 
of all the communities in the different appointments? So, I think, I 
am entitled to ask questions about Muslims also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you are right. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware 
that so far as the Muslim and the Scheduled Caste candidates for the 
Bengal Medical Service are concerned, there are lots of them 
available every year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are working at cross-purposes. 

• 

The Hon'bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, the lionourahle memljcr has not understood what I have said. I 
have already stated that Visiting Phy.siciairs and Visiting Surgeons are 
only re('ruited fnun practising Physicians or Surgeons. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN! Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Junior Visiting Pljysicians are recruited even from the raw 
graduates of tlie Medi<'al College and not from retired or practising 
Physicians ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

1 think that is not so. 


Resumption of khas mahal lands in Kaiimpong subdivision, Darjeeling. 

*225. Mr. DAMBER SINGH GURUNC: M Will the lloiChle 
Minister in charge of the Peveinio Department he plea.scd to lu> on the 
table a statement giving the following inform:iti(»n in connection with 
the resumption of khas mahal lambs in the 14lh mile of the Kaiimpong 
sulxlivision, namely, — 

(i) the names of the tenants ousted ; 

{li) the acreage of land resuineil helongiiig to each of them 
separately ; 

(»iM the amount of compensation paid to each of them; 

the amount of debt of the Central Co-operati've Bank, Kaiim- 
pong, due from each of them on the date of payment of 
the cornpen.'tation ; and 

(r) the date of first payment of compensation? 
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{b) Ih the Hon’ble Miniiter aware — 

(/) iliiit these tenants boiij?:ht those lands at the rate ranging from 
Ks.KM) to K8.30() per acre; 

(?/) that, they made improvement of the lands; 

{Hi) that tliese tenants have been rendered homeless and landless; 

(iv) that the bank delits have become bad debts; 

(r) that they made several representations to the local and district 
aiithririties for a fair and reasonable compensation ; and 

(vi) that there is no suitable kha.s land for settlement wiihin the 
circumference of a ten-mile radius? 

(c) Do the Government consi«ler the desirability of giving these 
tenants fair and reasonable compensation for th(‘ lands resumed? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

ih) it) Only in four case‘< satisfactory cvid(*nce of purchase has ]>een 
adduced whiidi slmws that the average price paid for in these cases is 
about Its. lot) per acre. 

(</) The laiitls resunnal uerc either siiUi«ikh('t (dry) or hanjho 
(waste). In the case of tlie former class of land very little was done 
tov\ards their improvement, while the waste lands continued to be so 
till the date of resumption. 

itti) ai\d (ir) No. 

(r) Yes. 

(ri) Yes. Hut there are considerable areas of bhfts land available 
for settlement' at a distance of twtdve miles. Ejected tenants were 
offered settlement of lands in this Idock, but none accepted the offer. 

(c) Government do not consider that except in the ca.''es in which 
the tenants had purehased the lauds at a considerable price there is 
any ca.se or ground of further compensation as resumption was neces- 
sary because of the damage caused by the tenants themselves. The 
former eases are under re-exumiualion to see what further relief or 
compensation, if any, should be given. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 225. 


Hold- 

itiK' 

No 

Names of tenants 
affected . 

Area of land 
wvmmeil m the 
vHHi' of each 
tenant or 1 kk 1\ 
of tcMvautH. Iiolil- 
in^ b\ holding 

The 

amount of 
I'OmjHMl- 
aat ion 
{>ai<l in 
eu( b 

caai*. 

TIio amount 
of debt of 
the tVntral 
t'o-operat 
tive liank. 
KalimpoiiK. 
due from 
each of 
them on tlu' 
date <jf 
pa\ ment 
of the 
ciunpeuKa- 
tion 

The date of 
tirst pa\ - 
merit of 
compr'iiHa- 
t ion. 

1 

• o 


4 


<1 



A(T»’ Ibvmuil 


Hs. a p 


lf^» 

l>an>l»nr Sin^di 

Lallor 

niirtrtc\ 

AMiiiiiin 

Maitt Kaniiiu 

j. .'t .•>(! 

.V, 

4S> 1 (* 

7!* 0 

33 H 5» 
35 5 0 

2-1 th March, 
IU3U. 

00 

I )ainl»ar 

Dall-ir 

I50artc\ 

Manbir 

!■ ■■ 



1)0 

12o 

>raiibir Kami 

3 2't 

70 


Do 

01 

Than1c\ 

Ma^^'aIa^’ 


(i 

21U 13 3 

I>o. 

77 

1 >lianbir Kami 

.1 50 

21 


Do. 

117 

.Iaiiij:l»ir Miirni 

IK 0.7 

J 


Do. 

2()H 

ItmUnrnan Tamoni^ 

2 <»4 

.5 

37H 10 0 

Do 

lo2 

Clihuluj) I'ainan}' . 

1 lo 



Do. 

I2r. 

(.urnbarnan 

Mababir 

Kalc> 

Kitiiey 

} , . 



Do. 


Lat<‘hman 

Ajat 

tiarUn Sarkj 

1 1 7fi 



Do, 

155 

Hmihay 

Haatabir 

Dhanraj 

Santabir 

Hanlaibailur' 

Sell 

1 

1 

|. . . HO 

J j 



Do. 

230 

1 

Dhanltahatlur 

Mannar. 

5 56 



Do. 
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Nameai of tenants 
affeotofl. 


Area of land 
reBume<l in the 
case of oa(‘h 
tenant or fxxly 
of tenants, hold- 
ing by holding. 


The amount 
of debt of 
the Central 

The 

Thedeteof 

‘ due fmm H' 

c«< h of '”™* 

““ the ■ 

each tion. 

caeo. 

pay ment 
of tlio 
compensa- 
tion. 


first pay- 
ment of 


Acre. Decimal 


Jis. Re. a. 


242 Darba 8ingh (’hhetri 


24th March, 
10:i9 


22K Kanjit Kami 


241 Uaiiarman Kai 


Indraltir 

Dhaiibir 

Againbir 

Ifiiaktabir 

Jaman Singh 
I Hastey 
Surey 

Serongimi 
Clihawa Wangdi 
Posang Dornu 

Jitbahadur 
Manbir 
Manabahdur 
Dhaiibalidur 
('hhfMlup 
I J*raburaiu 
Lamm 
Naksal 

[ Phulmaya Tainangni 


Nima Tshoring 
Shorpa. 


10 2r, T) 0 Do. 


38 1 1 6 Do. 


14 561 15 9 Do. 


349 4 9 Do. 


Tashi C’hhiten 

Hangu 

Xaku 

('hhimlen 


Puruk 

Rinchon Bhotia 


1 294 15 0 Do. 


Church of Scotland 
Miaaion. 
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Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS • Will ilu» Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the basis on which the amount of conipeusaiion was 
calculated ? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Con^l>ensation is 
not u>ually granted unless the land w.is taken on gnhtmi^ or it was 
improved, or the tenant built huts on the land. So, according to the 
value of the improvement, according to the amount of ,<tihtnu paid, and 
according to the value of the huts, comjien.sations are jraid. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the H.m ble Minister be 
pleased to explain the distn'pancs betueeu the ratio of the amount of 
comjren^ation jraid t(» th(‘ o\\ ner.s (.f Inddings Nci. I'^MI and to those of 
No. my 


Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestion doe^ not arise in view of the 
answer. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The questioner wanted to 
know the amount of tlo* conijiensation paid and the reason behind that 
\\as whether the (ompensation j»aid was tMjuitabli*. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th< II on ble Minist<‘r has said that the amount 
of compensation drqiended on three factors. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the flon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state on what basis in connection with item No. 117, cora- 
peiisation of Ke. 1 was granted ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (i^uestion d(»e.s not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I want to know whether the com* 
pensation was paid on the basis of calculation of huts or of 
improvement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou can ask .supplementary questions arising out 
of the original question. But it is not fair to pick out one item out of 
about 20 items. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state the rea.son for the difference in the amount of lie. 1 
and Rs. 5 in the ca.se of giving compensation to different parties? 

The Hon^bM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Compensations 

cannot be uniform. 
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Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I beg to submit that when two 
tenants a/e given eornpensatiou, one Re. 1 and another Rs. 55, the margin 
of ditfereiice in coinj/ensation makes one automatically interested in 
the matler. We are not exj/ecled to know whether the compensation 
was given in that particular item on the basis of the building of huts 
or im[)rov<‘nfeiit of some oth(*r kind. If you do not allow' us to put 
such (jueslions, we are liel])](‘ss. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am .sorry; in that case you will have to put a 
sepaiate (jiiestion. 


Guru Training School at Suri 

*226. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: {a) tiie Hon ble 
Minister in cliarge of the J*aln<‘ation Department aware — 

(/) tliat tliere is a (luru ihaining School at Suri; 

(//) that the total strength on the roll of the s(>ljo(d is -lO tor sc'me 
time past; 

(///) that prior t(» lt)‘17, •!() students from the Hindus and 10 from 
the Muslims Wi'rv a<lmitted into tin* s- liool ; 

(//’) that in IDdT, II students from tin* Muslims wi*j(* ad/nitted; and 

(r) that alter ID-iT the numlxT of Muslim students hii\e been 
incit'ased fr/un II to ir):* 

{h) 11 the aiihuer to id) {r) is in tin* uflirmativi*, will the llon’ble 
Minister be jih'ased to state why the number of Mu>lim students have 
been so raised? 

(r) Ts tin* Hon’ble Minister also aware — 

(/) that the aetommodation of the Hindu boarding W'as <30. and 
that of the Muslim boarding 10 oiil\ ; 

(//) that one of the ro(»ms of the Hiinlu boarding lias been occupied 
by the Muslim s(\idents owing to shortage of accommodation 
in tin* Muslim Imarding; and 

{ill) that this has caused a f(‘eling of resentment amongst the Hindu 
boarders? 

(d) If the answer io (r) {//) is in the attirmative, what action does the 
Hon'bb* Minister propose to take for redressing the grievances of tlie 
Hindu board«'rs? 

(r) If no action is proposed to be taken in the matter, will the 
Hon’ble Minister bp pleased to state the reason therefor? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on hehtif of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. Faziul Huq, Minister in oharge of the Eduoation 
DepaKment): (a) Yes. 

(Ij) The number of Muslim admissions has been increased to meet 
the requirements of the district. * 

(c) (f) Yes. 

(n) One of the urioccu|>ied roiuiis in the Hindu hostel has been 
allotted to ^fuslim boarders. 

(Hi) No. 

(fl) and (f) Do not ari.Np. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: HeKanlinf? answer 
(h), will llie Hon’bb* Minist<‘r be |))(‘a-«‘d to .state if t)u‘ reipiirements 
of the di-^lrict were not juet by tlie Ilindiwy 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; It is certainly 
de^^irable fliat Mu'^linix sliould ^’■et .< rloima* of Iwdn^ appointed in 
.«c!io.»]*. wloMe tliere an* Mu^ilnn students and re(piirem(uilH are adjusted 
ac( (iidin^d> . 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the H (urble Minister bo 
pb-a.sed to .state tlie i)ercenta}^e of Mu.sliin population in tlie district P 

Mr. SPEAKER: d'lie (jin*.sti(»n does not arise. You can see it in 
the (’ensus Deport. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: U the lion ble Minister 
considering the desirability of doin^^ away with tlie di.st inctif)n lK*iween 
a Hindu boarilin^r and a Muhaininadan boardin^P 


Mr. SPEAKER: That (luestion does not arise. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Will the Hon’blo 
Minister be plea.^^ed to state what are the particular requirements 
necessary for the district ? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Appointments in 
certain schools. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdEE; Of what percentage? 
Mr. SPEAKER: According to the number of Muslim ^etudents. ^ 
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Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the Honble 

Miiiiiitfr be jjleased to state whetlier any iiitimatiour was given to the 
Director of Public Instruction regarding this change of policy? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (pieRtion dcx*8 not arise. 

Increase in the number of Muslim teachers in Nigh English schools in 
Rajshahi district. 

•227. Mauivi MANIRUDDiN AKHAND; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for the district of Rajshahi — 

(/) the lotal number of high Englisli schools existing at prtent ; 

(//) the number of them receiving (iovernment grant-in-aid; 

(Hi) the amount of grant-in-aid which each of them gets; 

(ir) the niimlx'r of Muslim students in ea(‘h of the schools; and 
(r) the number of Muslim teachers in each of the schools? 

(h) If the number of Muslim teachers is lud proportionate in aided 
high schools to th(‘ number of Muslim boys in the schools, what steps, 
)f any, do the (iovernment proj>osc faking for the increase of Muslim 
teachers in those institutions? 

c 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (t) H) (excluding girls’ high 
scho(d and 1 (iovernment liig-h s(‘hool for boys), 

(n) 0. 


Name of .s diool. 


Per mensem, 

Rs. 

{Hi) Arani M. M, High Englisli . . 


. . 135 

(^howgram High English 


100 

Mahadevpur S. M. Institution 


.. 150 

Ntwigaon K. I). High English 


.. 225 

Sardah High English 


150 

Rajshahi Loknath High English 

•• 

. • 175 


Number 

Number 


of Muslim 

of Muslim 

Name of school. 

students 

teachers 


on the 

in the 


rolls. 

school. 

(H) and (v) Arani M. M. High English 

99 

3 

Chowgram High English 

71 

3 

Maha<l 0 \'j)ur S. M. Institution 

77 

2 

Naogaon K. D. High English 

148 

4 

Saixlah High English . . . , 

73 

4 

Rajshahi Loknath High English , . 

176 

, 3 
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(b) The number is not proportionate ami Managing Ct)mmittee8 are 
being encouraged to recruit qualified Muslim teachers. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With refeivnce to answer (b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what power or control havo 
the .Go^^riiment got to raise the number of Muslim teachers or even to 
raise tlie number of members in the managing committee by which they 
propose to encourage the rerruitmefit of Muslim teachers H 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No control ia 

better than financial control. 

Mr.*V\TUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to {a) (ir) and (r), 
will the Ilon’blc' Minister lu* pleas<'d to .state what is tlie number of 
Hindu teachers and stud<‘nts in the Sardah High English School K 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the If on’ble Minister aware that 
the S«*c(»!idaj\ KdiKaiinfi Jtiil is the onl\ remedy for raising the number 
of icadieis and the tuiiiiIht of members in the managing committeeP 

Mr. SPEAKER: lli at is a (piestion of opinion. 

Non-Bengalee Indian doctors in the School of Tropioal Medicino. 

•22$. Rai Bahadur ilOGESH CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Iiocal Self- 
Government Department be pleased to lay on the table a Rtaiemcnt 
showing — 

(i) the numl)er of non>lfengalee Indian doctors in the various 
grades, with their names, at present e.xisting in the School 
of Tropical Medicine; 

(tV) their academical cjualifications ; 

(iii) the date when they entered the said School; and 

(tr) the appointing authority? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in each 
case the post was advertised? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwtja HABIBULLAH Bahidiir, of Daoea: 

{a) and (h) A statement is laid on the table. 



StaiemerU referred to in the reply to starred question No. 228. 
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Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble 

Mini.si(‘r Ixi pleased <o state what is the total strength of doctors under 
each head mentioned in the statement? 

Mr. 8PE/\KER: You will have to ask another question. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter 1)6 pleased to stat<* if non-Bengalis were appointed, because no 
suitable Bengali, either Hindu or Muhammadan, was available. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are giving information and not asking for 
information. 


Hostel for the Hindu hoys at Chittagong. 

•229. Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: (o) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that at i)resent there is no hostel for the Hindu boys at Chitta- 

gong; and 

(ii) that the absence of such a hostel causes inconvenience to the 

Hindu hoys? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of reoiHuiing the existing Hindu Hostel? 

(c) If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a} (/) Yes. 

(«) No. 

(h) and (c) The building used as a Hindu hostel was found to be 
unsuitable. The Principal has Wni asked to start a hostel in a suitable 
rented house as soon as there is a reasonable demand for it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (h) and (c), will the HoiPble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the necessity or re<juirement of a Hindu hostel for the Hindu 
students will have to be justified by a new and fresh demand? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You wiU see from the 
answer that the building used as a Hindu hostel was found to be 
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unsuitable. Therefore, it is clear that there was a building for Hindu 
students. The necessity for a Hlmlu hostel remains, but that is 
denie<l in the latter part of tlie answer. 

Nr. SPEAKER: Y ou can ask that (luestion. 

rtai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will nf< TO nee to the 

first part of his answer, will tlie lion ‘hie Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is still a necessity for a Hindu hostel or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Evidently, there 
is none at j^resent. 

Rai* HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honhlo 
Minister he fdeased to state what are the reasons for the Ilon’hle 
Minister to hohl that tloue is no necessit\ at present tor a hostel for 
Hindu students? Will in* jdease state the reasons, as thei'e are Hindu 
students there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state with reference to {In and how niaiiN stinlents did the 

Hindu lojstel acconiniodatr* when it was closed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: First ask ^\lo*n it was closed. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the HoiFhle Minister he 

please<l to state when tin* Hindu h<»«.tel was rlosed? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: T ask for noliee. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hou'hle Minister ho 
pleased to state how many stinlents did the Hindu hostel accommodate P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Abs enc e of litrinee for female registrants of the Ullapara 8iib*Rcgistry 

Office. 

*230. Mr. MOHAMMAD BARAT ALi: (ci) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that there is 
no latrine atta< hed to the Sub-Registry tiliice at Ullapara for the uae 
of the executants, especially the females? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A, K. Pazlut Huq): (a) Yes. 

(h) The question of conservancy in rural Bengal is a difficult 
problem. The matter will, however, be looked into. 


Kharia river in Mymensingh. 

*231. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to staU; — 

(?) whether there i.s a dying river named Kliaria river in the 
northern part of Sadar sulMlivision of Mymen.singh district; 

(ii) whether its moribund condition is due to the shock of the 
great earthquake of 1897; 

{Hi) whether ii is connected with the old Brahmaputra river and 
becomes navigable only when flood apjwars in that river; 

(???) whetlier it was navigable tliroughout the year before the great 
eartlnjiiake ; and 

(v) whether padd> i.s grown abundantly in that part of the district? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the afrirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister bo pleased to state whetlier tlie Government contemplate mak- 
ing it navigable for a gnsiter jiart of the year? 

(c) If so, wlieii is it likely to lw‘ taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : (??) (?) The upper portion of the Kharia river has 

silted up. 

(ii) and (?r) I have no information. 

(ill) and (r) Yes. 

{(}) and (c) A scheme for the re-excavation of the silted up portion 
of the river has btxm prepared and I am now considering the question of 
financing it. 



1940.] 


QUESTIONS. 


Peroentage of Muslim meniols in Uessore Anti-Malaria Sehoino. 

•232. Mr. SYEO ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Healtli and Local Self-tiovcrnment Department 
be pleased to state — 

(tt) how many menials were apjH>inted in the Jessore Anti- 
Malaria Scheme ; and 

{h) what is the projwrtion of Muslims thereof? 


Tho Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoeas 

(a) 78. . 

(b) 44*8 per cent. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Miobter be 
pleased tft state whether the appointim^nts of menials ar<» governed by 
the (iov<*rinnent notification as regards ('ominunnl ratio? 


The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

These appointments !ire made by th<* l)irect(»r of Public Health, and 
as far as 1 am given to understand, in cases where these peo))le have 
got to go to the houses (d' gentlemen of different communities and as 
the jiopulation in tin? muniei|)al area is mosU\ Hindu, therefore tho 
larger pro{>ortion of the menials are als(» Hindus as th(‘y dr) not like 
memhers of other coinmunitir's ; this prineijdr* will also be acted upon 
in places where .Muslim inliahitants form the majority. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, my question was simply 
whether the communal ratio applied to tin* appointment of menials. 


Tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of the malaria-stricken people are Hindus 
and how many Muslims? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Expenditure for the Drug Addiction Inquiry. 

•233. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL; Will the Hon'ble 
AliniHter in charj^e of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be jileased to state — 

#• 

ya) whether the Professor of I*harnia(‘ology of the School of 
Tropical Mt*dicine with his Assistants worked in Drug Addic- 
tion In(]uiiy; and 

(h) if so, what is the total expenditure of that enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Yes. 

{h) Ps.0.i2r). 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Primary schools for Scheduled Castes under District School Board, 

Dacca. 

113. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will ihe Hon'lde Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of Scheduled Paste ])rimary schools existing 
before tin* creation of the District School Hoard of Dacca 
in the district ; 

{li) the number of them that nen* lielped by the Society for the 
Improvement <d Hackward ('lasses; 

(c) the number of them that were for — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girls; 

(cl) the total number of Scheduled Caste free primary schools 
sanctioned by the Dacca District School Board: 

(c) the number of them that are for — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girls; 

(/) the total number of Scheduled Caste free primary school 
teachers ; 

(/;) the jiumber of them that are Head Pandits; and 

(h) the number of non-Matriculate Head Pandits, if any? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) There were no schools exclusive- 
ly meant for Sclieduled Castes but the number of schools where pupils 
of Sclieduled Castes jireponderated was, as far as could be ascertained, 
IIG, 

(6) 23. 

(c) For boys 114 and girls 2. 

(d) The District School Board has not sanctioned any school 
exclusively for tlie Scheduled Ca'^tes or any other (’ommunity. 
Primary schools under the new scheme have been established on the 
basis of one school for a population of 2,(H)() or alternatively in an area 
not exceeding 3*14 square miles. Thcic are 12o primary schools 
located in the areas chiefly jxquilateil by the Scheduled (’astes. 

(c) All mixed. 

(/) to (h) The information is not available as membf'rs of the 
Scheduled Castes describe thcniMidvcs by the same caste tith‘S us 
members of other Hindu ioiniuunities. It has been decide<l by the 
Bf»ard that 11) per cent, of the total number of primary school t(*achcrs 
shall be mertibers of the Scehduled Cast<‘s. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: K the ITonlde Minister aware that 
in th(‘ Sadar and in tlu* Xaiaingaiij subdivisions of the Dioca district, 
schools start<‘d by non-ollicial agencies which satisfy (dther the popu- 
lation test or tin* mileagi* test as laid down in the answer have be«n 
refus<*d sanction on political groumls? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (luestion docs not arise here. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Yes, Sir, it does, after the answer 
given in (d). 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole tenor of this question is an act of 
omission and not commission. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA CHDSE: Sir, there is a definite statement 
made here by the HonTde Minister that there is a population basis of 
2,000 or an area basis of 3*14 square miles, for the starting of a 
primarj' school, with the sanction of Government. These are the two 
alternatives on which a primary school can be .started, and under these 
circumstances when we mention that in such and such area and with 
such and such population no school has yet been sanctioned by Govern- 
ment, I think, Sir, that this question arises. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Why not put it in an exact form, namely, whether 
the Hon ’hie Minister is aware that in such and such area with such 
and such population schools have not been started? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: When the Hon ble Minister eays 
“no,” will he kindly consider the desirability of enquiring whether the 
})rin]ary school at Baonia in Sadar subdivision with a roll strength of 
200 students was refused sanction because the promoter, the s^pretary 
and the Head Master of the school refused to work for the Muslim 
League as they were asked to do? 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am sorry that question does not arise. You 
can put a question only on the population and area basis. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to enlighten us whether it is a fact that in Baonia with an 
area more than the area specified in the reply and with a population 
much more than what has been given in the answer, no primary school 
could be started ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government 
have no information, but if the honourable member will give us facts, 
1 think Government will be pleased to consider the matter. 


Appointment of Scheduled Caste Muharrirs in the Sub-Registry Offices 
in the district of Tippera. 

114. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(/) the present number of extra muJuirrirs serving in the Sub- 
Registrars’ Offices in the district of Tippera; 

(ii) how many of them are from the Scheduled Castes; and 

(lii) how many of them are permanent? 

{h) Is it a fact that the numl)er of the Schetluled Caste muharrirs 
is inadequate? 

(c) If 80 , what steps do the Government contemplate to take for the 
increase of their number in that service? 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on bobalf of tho 
Hon’blo Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (t) 171. 
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(ii) 13. 

(Hi) None of these extra muharrirs are permanent. The service 
itself is on a temporary basis. 

(h) No. In addition to 13 Scheduled Caste extra muharrirs there 
are 2 Scheduled Caste permanent muharrirs out of permanent 
muharrirs. Scheduled Castes form about 7 per cent, only of the 
population of the district. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Repercussion of Floud Commission’s Report in the villa^^8« 

115. •Khan Bahadur AULAD H08SAIN KHAN: (r/) Is the 
Hon'ble Mini.st(*i in chai^^e ol the Uexcnue l)c]>artiuen( aware — 

(i) that there is a pani( in villap*s that as a result of tlie re]M>rt 
of the Cloud ComiuisMoii hanj(ulars will get [HUiuanent 
right in bart/a lands; 

(li) that owiKU's of lands are eager to take away their lands from 
the harijadars ; and 

(III) that there is an apprehen.sion of trouble about this soon after 
the rains y 

(h) If so, what step do the (iovernmcnt pro[x)He to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (Government 
have no information that there is any such panic over the recommenda- 
tion of tlie Cloud Commission to give pcrmamuit right to bart/adars. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he received reports from local 
offic'ers to this effect? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We enquired into 
the matter and our information is thiit there is no panic on the ground 
that the Floud Commission made some suggestion.s alxjut giving a 
permanent right to the hargadnrs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not yet heard that there is ever any panic 
over ony particular recommendation. 

Khan Bahadur AULAtf HOSSAIN KHAN: Is it o fact that owners 
of land are now refusing to give land to Imrgadars? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different thing. Here is a statement 
which may he true, hut Ihe tenor of this question is whether it was as 
a resuJt of the recMiinmendations of the Floud Commission. There can 
lie any number of panics, hut the point is whether it is due to the 
jecf)mraendation8 of the Floud Commission. 

Khan Bahadur AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister he pleiised to state whether (Government have any information 
with regard to this in the districts of Daccii, Pahna and Mymensingh? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BlilOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, Sir, there 
is ,s<ome amount of panic and that is due to the genertil impression that 
the fidhiars are going to he given a permanent right, hut that is not 
due to the recommendations made hy the Floud Commission. 


Donation by Harendra Nath Chakrabarty of Kola, Dac^ for the 
improvement of his native village. 

116. Mauivi ABDUL WANED: {a) Will the lIonTde Minister 
in charge oi tlie .\gnculture and Industries (Rural Uetonslrnction) 
Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that one Harendra 
Nath (y'hukraharty of Kola (l).icca), offered a donation of Us. 10,00(1, to 
the Suhdi visional Officer, of Miinshigmnj (l)ac<-a) for financing any 
project for the improvement of his native villag»‘? 

{h) If so, will the HonTde Minister be pleased to state whether the 
offer has yet been acceided Y 

(c) If it has not been accei)ted, will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state the reason thertfor^ 

MINi8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRiE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a) No such, 
offer has been received h> the SulKlivisional Officer. 

(h) and (r) Do not arise. 


GOVERNMENT RE80LUTI0N. 

The Damodar-Hooghly Flushing Bchome. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We will now take up the (toverumeut resolution 
regarding the Damodar-Hooghly Flushing Scheme. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I rise on a point of 
information, Sir, about this resolution, as to whether this resolution is 
going to he moved under section G of the Bengal Development Act? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

Yes, because it is provided in the Act itself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please wait a niiiuite. There is a messaffe from 
tbe.P pper House, which lias pot to l)e read first. 


Messojje from the Ben if til Leifixlative Coutuil. 

The Secretaiy then read the followiiip incssape from the Henpnl 
I.rf*gislative Council. 

“That the concurrence of tiie Bengal Ll'pi'ilative Asscmbl\ he asked 
to the Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disijiialifications Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting 
held on the 2vnd August, 1940.’’ 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 rise on a jKiint of 
informanon a^ to ^^helhcr there is an\ notification published in the 
Ccdruiiii (imeite tliiit the imjiio\emenl lew is wiih’n th(‘ meaning of 
section 2 of the Bengal Development A( t and whether there was any 
jireliininary notification a^ re(|nired by section 2^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'riiat ([uestion will arise afterwards; it is pre- 
mature now. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Then I rise on a jmint of 
order, Sir. Sef tion (I of the Act lavs down that no evpeniliture can be 
incurnal lor the construction of an\ improvement work in r(‘spect to 
which tlie Loral Governiiient intends tri impose any improvement levy 
and no im])rovement levy shall be iiiijio.sed in resper-t of any improve- 
l^ient work unless the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil has by renidutlon 
recommended the imposition of any imjirovement levy in respect of 'Hindi 
work. “Improvement work” has been defined in sub-section ('>) of 
vSection 2 of the Act. In sub-secHon io) this term lias bi*en definerl in 
this way, namely, that it means any work of imiirovement constructed 
by Government before or after the commencement of this Act or pro- 
posed to be constructed by the Government whiidi the Local Government 
has by notification declared to be an improvement w’ork for the purposes 
of thin Act. Sir, I draw your attention to the words: “The laical 
Government has by notification declared to be an improvement work 
for the purposes of thi.s Act” and the word “notification” has been 
defined to mean “a notification published in the ('alcxttta Gazetted* 
If we read sub-section ('?) of section 2 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not so fast. Let me follow^ you. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: .So, Sir, it must be declared 
by not ifj ratio II that this scheme is an improvement work, and after that 
they can seek the recommendation of this Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Under wdiaf section? 

Dr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I’lease see sub-section (5) of 
section 2. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Government must iKitify according: to section 3. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The Loral Government must 
first declaie by notifir .ation that it is an improvement work Irefore tliey 
seek the rec^ommemlation of the Assembly for the imimsition of the 
im])rovemeiit levy, because section ti c ontemjdatr's the imposition of an 
imju'ovemenl levy iu resj»ect of an imprx)veme!it work only with the 
recommendation of the^ssembl\. The.’ improvement work lias been 
defined in sub-section (•)) of section 2. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: m lat is your contention? 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: M\ contention is, there has 
not been any notification in the Gazette that it is an improvement work. 
Section (1 lias theiefore no apjdicat ion. So, this re.solution cannot he 
moved to-da> . 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Why? 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; llecause the resedutiou cxiutem- 
plales the imi>osition of an improvement levy 

Mr. 8PEAKER; AVhether th is resolution is of such a binding 
cliaraeter as rcHiuired by section 6 is cpiite a different thing from an 
expression of opinion by the House that Government should take 
certain step*, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No, Sir; really it is not an 
expression of opinion. I fir.st put the (|uestion whether this resolution 
was iu pursuance of Election (i of the Development Act, and the Hon’ble 
Minister was obliged to tell me that it was so. Now we are going to 
agree to the imiHisition of an improvement levy. It is not a mere 
recommendation. Government cannot impels an improvement levy 
without the recommendation of the Legislative Asvseinbly. Government 
intend to imimse this improvement levy on a particular area. Sir, it is 
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not a mere expression of opinion. Uiuler the Act it is oblijratory on 
the Government to secure the approval of the LcKif^hitive Assembly 
before an improvement levy is imjimsed. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of possimbazar: 

If it .is tlie contention of the honourable member that a notific>ation 
should have been issued according to section 3. then I slwmld like to 
point out that the section runs thus: — 

“Whenever in the opinion of the Provincdal Government any 
improvement work has increased or is likely t-o increcise the profits 
from tlie produce from any aj^’iicultural land, or to increase the outturn 
of such produce within an> area, the IVovimaal (lovernment may by 
notificarton declare its intention to iinpo'^e an iinj>roveinent levy within 
that area.” 

If we are to issue a nolifi<*af ion p!V)|>osin;jf to imi>ose n levy, then 
we must have the as>ent of the Assembly beforehand. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: NoNio. Y on must look to 
the definition. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Whate ver miKht be the definition, your conten- 
ticm is: let Gioerrunenl issue a notification that they projK)He to imiK)se 
a levy, and after the ileclaiation <jf the (lovernment ’s intention to 
impose a levy, let it come to the Assembly for its us.sent. Well, that 
is not fair, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Government must first declare 
by notificjition tluit it is an improvement work. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not know what the lej^al implications are. 
But I take it whether it is by virtue of section b of the Ben^'al Develop- 
ment Act or otherwise, this House has the ri#fht to express its ojiininn. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: If it is in puiHuaneie of section 
6, my contention is tiiat before cominjr to this House with this 
re.Holution, there must first of all he a declaration by notification in the 
Gazette that it is an improvement scheme. Then if the Government 
intend to impo.se a levy, they ^nst issue a preliminary notification as 
cx)ntemplated in. section 3. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I aift not Wind by the Horrhle Minister’s st^ite- 
ment. I arn Wind h\ the terms of the resolution. There is nothing 
in the Act fo show that thi.s should not he done. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: Then it will have no effed 
under the Uengtil Development Act. This will not be a resolutiot 
within the meaning of that Act. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is the lookout of the Government. 

( 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the resolution which stands in mj 
name, namely, that this Assembly is of opinion and recommends tha^ 
an improvement levy should be imposed in the area to be served by th< 
l)amodar-H<X)ghlv -Howrah Flushing Scheme. 

To begin w’ith, I think that I should explain that the area to b( 
served by the scheme may be roughly defined as that whii'h is bounde( 
on the north by the Ihmka river, on the w’est by the Damodar, on tin 
east by a line running roughly parallel to and at a distance of 5 to l( 
miles from the llooghly and on the south by a line running roughlj 
parallel to and about 8 miles from the llengal-Nagpur Railway except 
for a portion in the south-west which comes up to tlie railway line. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: North or soutli of the milway P 

Th« Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

To the north. A map showing the area is placed on the library table, 

For many yetirs it has been realised that the area which the scheme 
is U) .serve has been unhwilthy and that the soil w'ithin it lias deteriorated 
tlirough the exclusion of the spill of the Damodar river by the left 
embankment. In 18(el a Special Committee api>ointed to investigate 
the epidemic of llurdwan fever expressed the ojjinion that the disease 
had appeared in an area which had ceased to be inundated by the flood 
w’iiter of the river, and in the late seventies Dr. Coats wdio w^as ther 
Sjinitary Commissioner suggested that impmvement could be effected 
by introducing river water. In more recent times the Ivad effect oi 
this anni of the exclusion of the river spill was strongly emphasisec 
by Dr. llentley, I am sure the House will agree with me that it it 
now* t<M) late to think of abandoning the Ibunodar left emlxinkment 
and allowing the fl<x)d tx) spill freely over the left lM\nk. Apart fron 
the serious damage to the lines of communication and untold miseriet 
to lakhs of people living w’ithin the areii which such uncontroller 
fi<H)ding is likely to cause, it may even cause an avulsion of the Damodai 
river itself towards the Hrwghly above Calcutta which would be i 
serious disaster as the Hoogbly in its j)|:«sent condition cannot possibh 
carry this additional flood water. The solution therefore seems to lx 
to take the Hood water thiough controlled sluices, and to u.se it wherr 
it is required and when it is required. W% have been advised that 
the soil of the area (ommamled by the scheme not only needs irrigatiot 
especially in October, but also that it is suitable for irrigation, and ii 
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is well known that the silt of the Damodar is rich in plant nutrients. 
We propose therefore that the area should be flushed and irrigated by 
silt-laden water from the river cx)nveyed through natural and artificial 
channels. There will be -172 miles of main and Imiiich canal and 112 
miles of distributaries. The main canal will follow the alignment of 
the existing Eden Canal. The old natural channels, ^uch as the 
(tangur, the Behula, the Hhallukas, the Kami Nadi and the Kana 
Damodar will be improved and used as branches. The present 
insanitary condition of (he channels which is a source of malarial 
infection wdll thus be improved owing to regular flushing. New 
channels also will be excaiated at places where (here are no existing 
clninnels. The nature of silt in the river luis been studied and the 
channels have been designed on the latest principle followed in the 
Punjab 80 that no |<ilt will be de{K)sited in them. Minor distributaries 
with sluices and outlets will be (‘onstnu'ted for leading water into the 
fields. The total area within what I may toll the perimeter of the 
scheme is fJll,tH)0 acres; the wlnde of this area ami an additional area 
out.side the perimeter will deri\e the henetit of improved public health; 
within the perimeter the atva to be flushed and irrigateil and enjoy the 
iKinefit of an iiiereasi^l outturn of crops will be about 428,000 acres. 


Sir, I do not profKise to go into engineering details here, and I trust 
that the llou'^e will lie fiati>tied it I mention only the most piximimmt 
features. The fir*'! of the'^e to which 1 should like to invite attention 
is a reservoir in the upjw'r iMtchmeiit ;»rea This is consi(b‘red desiralde 
us the river ^uppl\ which is copious up to SeptemWr fails oi-cusionally 
in the critical period of Octolier when rainfall too is often insufficient 
to allow the crop to rifien properly. A suitable site is available on the 
Barakar river in the neiglilKUii ing proviiu'e of Bihar. We have not yet 
jiliprvxiched the (ioveriiment of that pnivince in this nuatter, hut w'p shall 
do so as .soon a^ w’e receive an indication that the Assembly generally 
approves of our goingon with (he scheme and financing it by tlie method 
proposed. It i.s intended that the reservoir should have a capacity of 
6,000 million cubic feet and the dam bas been m> designed as to permit 
of its being raised, if necessary, to provide an increase of 30 per (tent, 
in storage capacity in order to compensate lor the prolwible rerhiction 
in storage capacity caused by silting in future. We are advised how- 
ever that it will not be nei^esstiry to raise the dam in thi.s way for alxmt 
a century. A minor advantage of the reserv<iir is that it will be able 
to irrigate over 40,000 acres in the rahi season. 

The next eiigine^Ting feature of the scheme in which I think that the 
House will be interested is th^ provi.sion of a Imrrage across the river 
at Sadarghat, B.urdwaii, wliereSvater will be drawn for the irrigation 
and flushing of about 4 lakhs of acres, the liarrage and a head regulator 
ensuring effective control of the .supply. Wafer will aim) be drawn 
from the river near Anita, but at this place there will be no barrage 
and control will be effected by a sluice. In passing, I should like to 
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mention that we wntemplate that the l)arrage at Burdwan should alsc 
serve us a brid^?'e across the Damodar, thus securing oonsiderabk 
e(A)iioniy on l>oth projects. It is estimated that the actual cost of the 
construction of the flushing scheme will be about 2 07 cnores, and that 
various indirect charges during the period of construction and for i 
certain time^ there4vfter will l)ring the capitfil cost of the schem-o ic 
Km. d ctx)re8 aiid 10 lakhs. 1 feel sure that it will be generally agreed 
that the expenditure on this scale should be met by means of a loan 
and that it will not be fair to burden the general tax-payer with the 
repayment of capital and the payment of such recurring charges as co.st 
of maintenance and interest. These charges should be met from the 
increased yield which accrues by the execution of the scheme. The 
macliinery for the recovery of the initial and recurring expenditure on 
a project of this chararder is provided by the Development Act. of 19^5, 
according to which a levy not exceeding one-half of the value of the 
additional outturn accruing from the project can be imimsed. That 
Act also provides that no expenditure cian be incurred on a project 
which it is proposed to finance in this way unless the imposition of the 
levy has been re<‘ommended by this House. That is why this reso- 
lution has })een moved by me to-day. We want to know whether the 
Assembly appiH)ves generally of the project and of the method by which 
we recommend that it should be financed. Some work has still to be 
done on the study of the present yield of crops in the area. Although 
Government can incur the neces.s<irv exi)emliture on this by the 
utili.sjiHon of funds provided in the Budget and granted by the House, 
we feel sure that a stage has now been rea(‘hed when we should not 
incur further preliminary expenditure without being sure that the 
House wants us to proceed with the execution of the scheme as soon as 
financial circumstances permit. It has been estimated that such annual 
recurring charges as piyments to the sinking fund, payment of interest, 
maintenance and cost of collection will be in the neighbourhood of 
Ks. 20 lakhs. Kart of the area covered by the scheme is already 
(H)mmanded by the Kden (Viual, and in view of the maximum rate fixed 
by the proviso to section 10(/))(/;) of the Development Act we estimate 
that the rate reipiired in the rest of the area should he almiit Rs. 5-2 
per acre if the scheme is to he self-supporting. To he on the safe side, 
let us sjiy Ks. 5-4. Let there be no misunderstanding that I am pro- 
])osing the rate of the levy. That must wait till all the data have been 
(ollected. I have already mentioned (hat some of the channels of the 
existing Eden (^anal will be u.sed for the new scheme, and it is just 
possible that it might l>e held that any land irrigated by water passing 
thixnigh these channels forms part of the Eden Canal area, with the 
result that the rate that could be imposed throughout the whole 
Damodar-Hooghly-IIowrob area must not exceed the Eden Canal 
maximum. It may therefore be necessary to legislate in order to make 
it clear that the new scheme is not merely the Eden Canal under a 
new name. 
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Under the Development Act the levy is limited to half the addi- 
tional outturn; it follows therefore that the outturn should averajfe not 
less than twice Rs. 5-4, the fijs^ure I have already mentioned, that is, 
Rs. 10-8. We think that the averap‘ additional outturn should be 
eonfiiderably more than that and that the rate which the Act allows is 
well in excess of that neces.Hary to make the scheme self-supportinjf. 
This view of ours is bused on the estimates that have been made of the 
value of the increased outturn in the adjoining; area served by the 
Damodar Canal, which is very similar t<» the Dumodar-Hooj«:hly- 
Uowruh area. These estimates placi‘ tlu* averajre t»utturn (»f patldy 
grain at about 9 inuunds per acre. 

At the beginning of this year Goveinmeiit published a notification 
fixing Rs. 2 per maund as the price of padily grain f(»r the purjMise i*! 
cah'ulating the value of the additional outturn in the Damodar area. 
On this basis the value of the additional outturn in the area of the new 
S(*heme shotild be Rs. 18 per a«Te (and there has been, 1 think, a fairly 
stiff rise in the price of padily since danuary). In addition, there will 
be an extra yield of straw and further improvement in the productivity 
of the soil owing to flushing to a depth ol about tliree times that done 
in the case ot the Damodar ('anal. We thiuvfore f(‘el justified in 
taking the view tliat even allowing tor fluctuation in the price of piuhly 
th(^^aiue of the additional \ ield will Ik* well over twice the rate wdiieh 
it will he neci*ssar\ to impo^e if the s< heme is to )»e made to pay for 
it'^elf and no jiart of the cost of the Heheme is to full on the general tax- 
payer. I may mention that during the last 2 years we liave carried out 
crop-cutting experiments in the area to he commanded by the new 
scheme and that the figures olitained by the Revenue officers (not offi- 
cers of the Irrigation Department) carrying out the c*xpenmei)t are 
beings examined by l*rofeHs<»r Malialunobis who designed last year’s 
experiment and whom we ltav<* askeil to design one to be carried out 
during the coming cold wcatliei. I am sure that the House will be 
interested to h(*ar that CrofcNsor Hotelling of (’(dunihia University, a 
recognised authority on statistics^ was very mu( h impressed )»\ the 
design. We propose, if the IJou.se approve.s, to carry on with these ex- 
periments for the next d or 4 years and to have them analysed in the 
same way, that is by a statistical exjiert wJio is wholly' independent 
both of the Irrigation Deimrtment and of the Revenue Department of 
Government. We hope therefore that by the time when flie work is 
carried out, we shall have an absolutely unchallengeable set of figures 
showing the present yield of mips in various classes of land, through- 
out the year, l^his will form Mie basis on which a calculation of the 
additional outturn can he made when the aetual yield is estimated in 
future in accordance with the Development Act for the ^lurpose of 
determining the rate or rates of levy permitted by the staltiJe. I have 
said that we feel justified in taking the view that the average addi- 
tional outturn. will be well over twJee the amount of levy that wilj 
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have to be imposed to make the scheme pay for itself. I therefore trust 
that <he House will accept this resolution which I commend to them 
in the firm belief that it is only by a sfdieme like this made possible 
by the machinery provided by the Development Act that we can ever 
hope to see i|ny such improvement in ihe decadent areas of our province 
as will restore their ancient prosj)erity. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I request you, Mr. 
Speaker, to ])ostpone the disciissi(tn ot this resolution to-day? The 
resolution is there, but no scheim* has been placed before us. Nothing: 
has yet been explained to us about the scheme. The resolution calls 
for the recommendation for the imposition of a improvement levy 
amountinj^ to Rs. •] crores 10 lakhs. This is a serious matter and thie 
should not be discussed in hot haste. First the scheme should be ex- 
plained to us; we should then jro to the lo<*ality to see whether the 
scheme will cause an improvement of the area and will be of real bene- 
fit to the people. We must be sure that the imi)rovement will really be 
effected before we can reasonably recommend the imposition of the 
improvement levy to the extent of Rs. crores and 10 lakhs. The 
muttfT is a very serious one, as I have already said. The resolution ie 
just before us, the scheme should be explained to us. We should go to 
the locality, ascertain facta, and then discuss a very serious find 
important matter like this. 

With these words I submit that the discussion of this matter be 
j) 08 tponed to-day. 

The HonOile Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

May I rise on a point of order? Would an amendment of the nature 
which is being proposed by Dr. Sanyal be appropriate, since the sec- 
tions in the Act make no provision for the attachment of any condition 
to the recommendation of the House 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is just for that 
reason that it is in order. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosein^azar: 

Secondly, the amendment indirectly seeks to extend the scope of sec- 
tion G and limit the scope of section 10 under which Government have 
power to fix the rate or rates by notification. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Government may have 
tlu' power, Jjut tlie npjirovnl of the lA-frislature is necessary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I speak something on this 
^'int of order before yovi give your decision? , 
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llr. SPEAKER: Te«. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: T nm surjirised that the point of 
order has been raised in the form in whieh my friend lias raised. 
Pn)bably he has been tutored to do it 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must withdraw that expression, i eannot 
allow any member to pass remarks whiidi may cast personal reflection 
on the Minister or any member. 1 must maintain the di>irnity of the 
House, 1 ou should not say anything as to whether a Minister is 
tutored or untutored. In any case, the manner in whieh it has been 
used is wrong. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My friend has already re«td out a 
point of order. That is why I did use that expression. I have greater 
respect for his personal judgment. 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coatimbazar: 

I hav(* not read out. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: T am very glad that the Hon’ble 
Minister did not read out his objections. The section of the Act says 
this, “no expenditure shall he incurred for the construction of any 
improvement work in respect of which the Provincial Government 
intends to impose an improvement levy and no improvement levy shall 
be imposed in respect of any improvement work unless the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly has by a resolution recommended the imjMisition 
of an improvement levy in respect of sm h work.*' I am emphasising 
the article “an” in this section, and I submit that if my friend wants 
to take his stand on the section itself, he ought to have come forw’ard 
with a specific levy and not obtain or seek to obtain a general power 
of imposing any levy. The Legislature, after very careful considem- 
tion indeed, had enacted this particular section, and it did not intend 
to give Government a w'ide power of choosing any and every levy wdiut- 
ever. The particular levy that Government propose to impose should 
come before the House and my interpretation, and I submit that you 
would also agree wnth my interpretation, is that Government should 
come forward with a specific levy; otherwise, no resolution <’an 
possibly come under the meaning of section 6. 

Th# Hon’ble Maharaja 8f|l8CHANDRA NAMDY, of Coatimbazar: 

How can Government come forward with a specific levy before the 
scheme is brought into operation? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I therefore say that the resolu- 
tion has been premature and Government ought to have c<msidered the 

• • 
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whole scheme, calculated the whole matter before asking the Hotfst to 
a< ('e])t a regular, definite formula and formulate the exact levy that is 
proposed to be imposed. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimba^: 

After eomphfang the scheme? 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Yes; we do not want to have a 
taxation levy on the people without the scheme being prepared. I will 
argue about the justification of my amendment later on. I would only 
now draw the attention of the House to the point of order. I think 
that unless my amendment is accepted by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge, or permitted by you, the resolution, as framed, would be a 
mere resolution by (lovernment of a pious exj)ression of wish, but will 
not come under the provisions of section G at all. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Even the intention must he 
declared by a notification under clause •{. 

Mr. 8PEAKER Asa matter of fact, so far as section (i is con- 
cerned, before I give my ruling, 1 must say that there was a little 
mistake in our office. 1 did not see it, but this r(*Nolution should have 
been exactly in terms of section G. The office made a mistake, because 
umler our rules every resolution must be in the form of an expression 
of opinion. S(» the office put it in that form, (ioverument of course 
sent it ill the proper form. Though I am n(»t perfectly sati^fied as to 
the justification of the words, the language should have been: “This 
Assembly recommends that an improvement levy be imposed in resjiect 
of the area to be served by the Damodar-Hooghls Flushing Scheme.” 
If I take it that the (jovcrnmeiit resolution is in the form in which 
they originally intended it, then the mistake xvhich wUvS committed in 
my office now stands corre<*ted. Hut if the resolution stands in the 
form as originally given by (Jovernment, I personally do not see any 
reason, for the time being, as to why this House has not the right to 
dis(‘U8s this residution unless it is contradicted by any statutory 
provisions. If the statute says that the Government has the power to 
decide this (luestion of rate, even then I take it that this Legislature 
has always the authority to give any direction which it wants to 
recommend. So far as the legal power is concerned, it is open to the 
House at any stage and in appropriate form to give an expression of its 
opinion as to liow the power which is vested in Government should be 
regulated. That power is there unless the House were statutorily 
barred fronv^oing so, and unless the ILm'ble Minister can satisfy us 
that thi.s House is barred from taking cognizance of it or that it is a 
statutory duty which is completely vested elsewhere. 
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TM Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NAMDY, of Cotaimliafar: 

»ir, I only rise to point out that the resolution which has been brou^arht 
'forwaH is iii accordance with section 6 of the Benfful Development Act 
,and the House may either accept it or reject it. As I have already said, 
an amendment of the nature prop<Kse<I by my honourable friend would 
^only mean an indirect attempt to amend the section referral to by me. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: So fur UH Dr. Sanyars amendment is concerned, 
it says that this Assembly recommends that an improvement levy 
should lx* imposed in resjM'ct of the area to W served hy the Damodar- 
Hooj^hly-Howrah Flushing Scheme and is of opinion that the improve- 
ment levy should Ik^ at a rate to be apjiroved by this House. So far as 
(Government is concerned, it is a statutorv provision, but s(» fur as the 
Htm.se is concerned it is merely an expression of oj)iiuon. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, ma} I have it worded in this 
form : This Assembly re{‘ommends that an impositi<»n of an improve- 
ment levy 1h* made in respect of the area to l)e starved by the Damodar- 
Hoo^hly Flushing Scheme, ami is further of opinion that tin* improve- 
ment levy should be at a rate to be approved by this House?* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, it is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no; 1 liold that it is in order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. the aimuidment then that T 
am movin'T is in tin* following'’ terms: that to the Gr)veniment resolu- 
tion as now iimeinled the following be added, nuimdy — 

“and is further of ojunioii that the improveineiit levy should be 
at a rate to be approved bv this House ” 

Mr. G. MORGAN: With regard to Dr. Sanyars amended airjend- 
meiit, may 1 ask. Sir, how it fits in with section 10 of the Bengal 
Development ActK 

Mr. SPEAKER: It fits in in this way that the general principle of 
constitution is that the Ministry is responsible to the Legislature and 
therefore this House has by resolution (lie right to recommend to (iov- 
ernment any action which it thinks fit and i)roper, irrespective of any 
statutory provisions. Even suiiposing that the (joverument is re- 
quired hy a statitte to do a thing, that does u<»t take away the right of 
the House to give a direction t(» the Government as to how' that should 
be carried out. That is how the thing come.H about. 


Mr. G. MORGAN: Will the amenddient l>e taken up first P 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment and the resolution will taken 
up together. You can make observations generally on both theih-esoiii- 
tioii and the amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in moving the amendpoent 
that I have just read out before the House, I would first take the oppor- 
tunity of welcoming the resolution moved by the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge though it has been a rather belated decision of the Government. 
After three years of functioning of this ministry, they have at last 
realised the gravity of the situation in Western and Central Bengal 
and have understood that unless the Government come forward to 
improve the Central and West Bengal areas by some bold measures, 
the whole population of the area would get completely annihilated 
in course of time. I also welcome, Sir, the resolution although belated 
again, be<'ause nearly 10 years ago this scheme was practically outlined 
by the then experts that Government took opinion of, and for nearly 
10 years this proposal has been lying in the files of the Hon’ble Minister 
and his advisers in very many departments. I do realise the urgency 
of a measure of this character, and I also realise that there might have 
been some delay due to the embarrassment created because of certain 
agitation undertaken against the heavy and burdensome rates that 
were levied in the Damodar Canal area. I, however, seek to move my 
amendment to make the position perfectly clear as to what the public 
of Bengal would like to say in regard to measures of this character. 
On the floor of this Hou.se on many occasions in the past we have drawn 
attention to the serious conditions of the western, central and northern 
areas of Bengal due to want of proper drainage and irrigation faci- 
lities, d\ie to the dying and decaying rivers, and we have also demand- 
ed immediate attention to these problems. We knew that there was 
some power provided under the Development Act, which power Govern- 
ment could exen ise, and we also prayed that some day something 
more than what the Development Act contemplated would be enacted 
and boldly pursued. But our difficulty has been that the whole Irri- 
gation Department of Government which is entrusted with this work 
did not receive that degree of attention w'hich legitimately it should 
have obtained at the hands of the Government generally and at the 
hands of those who were responsible for preparing the distribution of 
Government funds amongst different departments in particular. It has 
been pointed out in the past that the Irrigation Department is con- 
sidered to be a commercial department after all, and all projects that 
the Irrigtvtion Department has to foster have to pay their own way. 
It has been abso (‘riticixed on the floor of this House as a result of this 
short-sighted policy many a valuable scheme could not be pursued. I 
was as a member of the Public Accounts Committee last year interested 
ill drawing attention to the state of affairs that was created in regard 

the Damoda^ Canal Project and other irrigation schemes. It might 
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inter&t the House, because there are many meml>t'rs who do not have 
the sahie opportunity of lookinjj into figures as some of us had, to 
know that in this Damodar Canal Project the orijjinal estimate was for 
a sum of Rs, 70,22,000 only which was sanctioned at first by the Secre- 
tary of State for India. The Government of Bengal th^eafter sanc- 
tioned a revised estimate of Rs. 78,15.000 and up to the end of 1988- 
»89 the total expenditure including iiidireit charges amounted to 
Rs. 1,22,45,000. After 18 years of completion this i.s estimated to 
amount about Rs. 1,98,(K),000. It was originally estimated that this 
Damodar Canal Project would irrigate a total area of 191,000 acres. 
Fp to the end of 198S-8(). tlmt is nearly three years after the final and 
formal closing was made, it irrigated an area of only 45,441 acres. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

Why? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It did. It is for you to explain 
why. Possibly because Government had not had the proje(*i properly 
made out. It w’as a t<»tal engineering failure. tThe Ilon’ble Maharaja 
Srishchandra Nandy, of CoHsiinbazar : Question.) You might ques- 
tion Maharaja, because you are not an engineer. You know’ very well 
that unless you had a reservoir at the top to irrigate, you could not 
irrigate the area and make the scheme a success. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQIS On a point of order, Sir. Can 
the honourable member address the Minister direct? 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would not like to introduce 
any heat into this di.scu8.Hion. I only wanted to draw’ the attention of 
the Hou.se to the manner in which Government schemes are prepared, 
the manner in which expenditure i.s incurred haphazardly, and the 
manner in which thereafter the public of Bengal are required to foot 
the Bill, and pay the expenses and meet the charges. I only wanted 
to draw attention to these facts with a view to justify my ground to 
move my amendment that wdiatever levy Government would hereafter 
propose to exact should liave the approval of the Legislature. It is 
proposed in this scheme that the total area to be flushed and irrigated, 
not irrigated alone, but flushed and irrigated, would l>e 428,000 acres. 
The area that would be flu.shed surely w’ould not have any impnived 
agricultural products necessarily. That might have Ijenefi^’ial effect 
so far as the public health of that area is concerned. It is only the 
area that would he irrigated that would have some impmvement in 
the crop production, if at all. (Mr. AwDri, Waiiab Khan: 
Question.) Some of my friend.s question. For argument’s sake I 
admit that the entire area flu.shed and irrigated would have its agri- 
cultural produce improved. The area would amount to l,284,0f|} 
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at the rate of about 3 bighas per acre, — it is a little more 
though, — and it has been estimated here that the recurring costs 
including maintenance, interest, sinking fuii4 and revenue establish- 
ment would amount to Rs. 20 lakhs so that the rate of levy that would 
work out would be something like Re. 1-8 or a little less. If on figares 
like this submitted to us we estimate the levy that is likely to be 
collected from the people, it would not exceed Re. 1-8 per bigha or 
Rh. 4-8 per acre in any casi^. If that is the position, I cannot under- 
stand why Government allowed .so much suffering in the Burdwan area 
and tried to impose a heavy burden of Rs. 5-8 per acre, and is levying 
Rs. 2-9 at the present moment. 

Sir, 1 have no faith, I frankly say, in such scrappy estimates as 
have been presented before us to-day. Some long-winded expressions 
have been used by the Ilon’ble Minister in charge when he took the 
names of or rather quoted scriptures with reference to. Professor 
Mahalanobis and Professor Hotelling. These esteeniable gentlemen 
have been asked to prepare on a random sampling basis the average 
yield ])er bigha or per acre of the areas to be benefited. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You are a statistician 
too ! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 hope my honourable friend knows 
that T took a degree in statistics and I am still teaching statistics in 
some of the University classes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Probably you know better 
than Professor Mahalanobis. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y ou may know more than every- 
btaly and the Maharaja, not T. 


These two estimable Professors can at the most produce the average 
yield of certain large or small areas of the place, but that surely would 
not enable the individual cultivator to realize what actually is going 
to be his own improvement in each and every particular case. 


The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Why? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It would be no consolation to 
Mr. Suhrawardy to find that his neighbour is getting a large yield and 
thus on an average his field also will show' improvement, although he 
was not getting, any bigger cn)p. If the levy is on the average yield 
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worked out on such basis, there will be the same le>y on him as well 
as on his neijrhbour, and he would be made to pay on that proposed 
or averaj^e yield including? that of his neij>:hbour. The whole scheme 
is defective to that extent. There is hardly any possibility of jrivinsr 
relief to individual and particular rases of hardshi]) where actually 
thepe has not been improvement to the same extent as (wntemjdated. 
I have carefully l<»oked into the maps of the area #i:oin^ to be servtHl. 
Broadly speakinj?, the northern line starts trom Burdwan and f^oes 
somewhere near about ‘10 miles moth of Kalna. The southern limit 
goes a little beyond ITluberia ami it follows the Ben^ml-Na^pur Railway 
line. The eastern limit bdlows the river Iloo^hly, a f(‘w miles towards 
the west of the alignment ot East Indian Railway imdudin|i^ the 
Barharwa line, and the westtTU limit is praitically that iletermined 
by the river Dainodar. This area lias pit very important railway 
alignments iti it. 'VVe really <lo not know what contnhution the 
Gov^Tnment has pmposed to levy trom these railways which have 
definitely brou^dit ruin to tin* an‘a now proposed to be improved. If 
there is any section of the p<»pulation, or any institution that has to 
bear any diaries for the imfiroxement of health and land of this an'a. 
it should b(* the railways of this area that have brought this ar(*a to 
ruin and not the rate-payers of Bengal and the jieople of tlie area who 
had no knowledp* as to why they were sufferin^^. 

Sir, I mij^dit incidentally mention here that the rate of rent paid 
by the tenants of this area— my esteemed friend Mr. Abdul Hakim 
will l>ear me o\it because lie has per.sonal knowledp* of some of these 
areas — the rate of rent paid by the villapus is enormous and exorbitant, 
and those friends who come from Eastiun Benpil urea will be shocked 
to know' that the rent jier hi^dia in .some of those areas that the people 
are made to pay is as hi^h as Rs. 4-S or Us. 5 or Rs. t> even. It is 
really unfair to expect that these people w’ould be made to pay this 
hijfh rate of rent while their land has deteriorated and the former 
yield which they were obtaining' could not be maintained beeausi* of 
the action of the railways and other authorities, and Government 
would make the ])eople pay through their nose liecause some other 
a^irencies have created a situation which was md their own making— a 
flituation in whn h the Development Scheme has to be apjdied. 

The defect lies in two directions. In the first place, tlie Develop- 
ment Act has to be suitably nuxlified to enable the calculation of the 
entire ro.st not on the basis of providing a self-supporting sehenie, but 
to enable the Irrigation and Flushing Project to be one of the usual 
beneficent schemes of Government towards which a part of the general 
revenues of Government should go or at least towards the responsibility 
for bearing interest for which a part of the general revenu<‘s of the 
province should l>e made liable. That is <lirection No. 1. 



110 


OOVEENMENT RESOLUTION 


'[3ed Sept., 


The second direction is that, before Government would come 
forward with i)roi) 08 als to levy charges on the people, the people have 
a right to know what they have done with regard to the railways that 
have actually devastated the areas. 

I would not like to stand in the way of the scheme being put into 
action. We* would welcome it. We had all asked for it, and *the 
sooner it is introduced the better. But the engineering feats that 
hjive been mentioned make me very diffident if the scheme will at all 
be ever introduced — at least within our lifetime. It might be a good 
electioneering campaign for the Hon’ble Minister or other members 
of his party, and during tlje election that is coming uj) — or probably 
is being postponed till about four or five years — this scheme may be 
made use of us a very good weapon in the pocket of the Hon’ble 
Minister, and he may very well say, “I am proposing a very big 
improvement for half the province of Bengal, and give me your votes. 

Sir, my first difficulty is that this re.servoir in Bihar is still in the 
nebulous imagination of certain engineering exr)erts. We do not 
know what arrangements have been made with the Government of Bihar 
and what contributions have been demanded by them, and how this 
is going to b(‘ given a pra(‘ticul shape. 

With regard to the barrage at Burdw'un, again, we have been told 
by exjHU’ts that no barrage in a river should he attempted unless tlie 
Hydraulic Research Institute is actually established for the province 
and a series of observatioiis are made over 20 years to find out the 
actual behaviour of the river. It is only after that, any attempt to 
obstruct the riv(‘r should be made. So for 20 Nears more, this barrage 
is ruled out if expert advice is going to be followed. 

Sir, I am not taking up other things because the blue light is 
already there. But I feel that these two engineering scdiemes will 
hold back the entire scheme for the next generation, if not more. I 
am not therefore very much alarmed at the levy, becau.si' the levy 
will not come unless the scheme is ready. I am only drawing attention 
of the House to the projmsition that when the whole .scheme will be 
ready, so that the levy actually to be imposed on the people might 
be then drawn up in the light of the experience then in possession of 
the Hon’ble Minister, tliat the a<‘tual rate should be fixed after 
approval of this Hou.se. The Hon’ble Minister himself in the course of 
his own observation.^ stated that he could not propose any exact rate 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up, 

Dr^ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I have only five minutes 
more to finish my speech? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, there* are about six speakers from your 
side. So it will not Ik* fair to pive you more time. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, 1 would request you to 
allow me two minutes or at least one minute more to finish the 
sentence. • 

The Hon’ble Minister liiinself observed that no exact rate could be 
recommended as sufticient data could not be cidlecteil. I realise his 
difficulty, and I am fully at one with him. When he will have the 
data collected and when he will !>e in a jHisition to make out the full 
, cost-accounting, let him then projiosc aitual fi^nires for the rate of 
levy and come forward to the llousi* and convince the House about 
the justifi('ation of tlmse fi^rures ami jret the ajjpioval of the l^effis- 
lature. There sh(»uld be no diftiiulty in acieptiiifr a proposal of that 
character, and I hope the IIon‘lih* Ministt*r will accept it as it is. 

Sir, there is just one other thiiifr. The llon'ble Minister has said 
that this is not meridy a case of the Hden Canal J’roject urnler a new 
name. I have yet ^ot to kmo\ why he seeks txi justify the scheme in 
that manner. Ot course, he has admitted that practically the wlnde 
Kden Canal area is ludnjr covered by this. In fact, it is something 
mnre than the Kden ('anal area. We admit it, but surely when the 
Development Act was conteiiqilated, it was said that the Kden ('anal 
area would be excluded 

Mfi SPEAKER: Your time is uj). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 therefore .submit that the Ifon'ble 
Minister would accept m\ amendment without any hesitation. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Mr. S]>eaker, Sir, in 
BUpportinj^ the re.solution moved by the Hon’ble the Minister in charji^'e 
of Communications and Works. 1 wish to say a few words by way of 
sujf^restion and modification of the main scheme. This ffushinj.,^ scheme 
has lK*en fully descrifjed and discussed with regard to its utility and 
advantage in the reports of many of the experts long, long ago, and 
the scheme could not be undertaken owing to the paucity of funds and 
objection on the part of certain sections of the people. The scheme will 
greatly lienefit the district of Hooghly as well as a i>orfion of the 
districts of Howrah and Burdwan. We know that n vast population 
of H<Mighly, Howrah and Burdwan have been suffering for want of 
cultivation, sanitation, health and irrigation for years and years 
together. The jKipulation of the flushing areas are gradually being 
dwindled away owing to malaria and other diseases and for total 
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annihilation of crops year after year. They are making representation 
after repres<*ntation to the authority, aiifl they are also appealing to 
the popular Government with its members belonging to different parts 
of the province of Bengal. 

Sir, befpre T actually come to discuss about the scheme and- the 
rcNoiiition itself, I shall only appeal to my friends belonging to other 
districts to help us in this work of humanity and the relief of the people 
of the districts of Jlooghly, Howrah and Burdwan. If I had sufficient 
fund at my disposal, then I would have invited all of my friends to 
go with me to travel and to see the numerous desolate and abandoned 
villages whicdi were once sanatoriums. These villages have now become 
the alK)de of malaria and other diseases for want of proper channels 
and outlets for water. I hoi)e that my friends will not entertain the 
step-motherly feelings for us, the p(‘ople of Jlooghly, Howrah and 
Burdwan, but will help us in this matter of great urgency and benefit. 
If we do not get their help, we sliall be doomed for ever. So we are 
wistfully staring at them for their helj). 

Sir, the scheme is cfuinected wdtli the proposed imj)r(>vement of a 
vast area in the districts of ITooghly, Howrah and Burdwan, and its 
fruition will mean elimination of malaria from that area and the (Tops 
tliere w’ill be saved fron» the vagaries of rainfall and the river. As I 
have got scanty knowh'dge about tlie real situation in the district of 
Hooghly, T shall reserve my remark only for my district of How-rah. 
As for Hooghly there is my elder brotluT, Mr. Abul t^ua.sem, wdio wdll 
sju-ak for Ibsighly and explain the matter more fully. 

So far us 1 know', the southern boundary of the s(*heme will cover 
the Rajajuir Jhil and thus only a small iH>rtion of this district will be 
benefited if it is not extended to Keiidiiu area and the area covered by 
Kuna Damodar and Saraswati. If these two areas are included in the 
scheme, then three-fourths of the district of Howrah will be benefited. 
These j)ortions should be included in the scheme for the benefit of the 
major portion of the di.strict of Howrah. 

By virtue id my office as the Vii'e-Chainnan of the Howrah District 
Board and owing to my intimate connection with the rural area of this 
district, I (daim to have a thorough knowledge about the possibilities 
of drainage seluTU<‘S in this district. First I should deal w'ith the 
beuefieial ('fleets of the sehtuue, and then I shall .show how by making 
some modifieations, the benefit eaii be enlarged and a greater area can 
be einbra('ed witliin the benefited area. 

Sir, the scheme a.s I understand it, will consist in (‘onstruetion of 
a barrage a(*roMs the Damodar which would hold up the water and 
divert it through the head regulator into a eanal. Certain existing 
rivers will W ust'd as distributaries for the water after suitable 
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improvement. The scheme also involves the improvement of the 
Saraswati and the Metia Khal and by the improvement of the Saraswati 
and the Metia Khal the congestion of water in the It a ja pur basin M'ill 
be relieved. The scheme will givi* twofold benefit. First, the silt 
watt^ will reduce Tualaria and secondly the “gobl” wa^er of the 
Damodar will carry gold to regions which are bleak abodes of malaria 
and of abject poverty due to an insutticient return of crops. The 
improvement levy will neither be a ruinous nor a colossal figure. 'I'lu* 
Development Act provides a suitable safeguard against the levy. There 
is provision in the Act for abatements and remissions. It is my decided 
opinion that the scheme of irrigation is worth having. The margin of 
• benefit would be so big that the risk to an \ one wo\ild b<‘ small and the 
assessment system is such as to givi* i'vervoin* a fair show. Now 1 
shall deal with the inodificat ions that should he nnnle in the selunne. 
In the h(*art of the district of Howrah there i> a vast swampy land 
known b\ the name of the “Kernlua Heel,“ (lovernment once took U]» 
a drainage scheme bn- the improvement of drainage in that area. 
Some work was done in connetfion with the scIkmuc, H(»me exp<*nditure 
was also ineurn’rl, but ultimately the .s( lo'im* did not ripen and the 
p(‘opl(* were left to their fate. An> big drainage selnune lor ameliorat- 
ing the condition of the district of Howiah, if eflVcted, should embrace 
that area. For that purjxise the southern boundary of tin* Ilooghly- 
Ifowrah Flushing S<‘heme should cover the swmnpy fitdds in the Amta 
thana. If the scheme as formulat(*d be carried and the Amta thana 
and th(* major portion of tin* Jagatballavpur thana be left out of tin; 
jiale of its benefit, th<‘re will be no all-iound achievement in tln^ district. 
There is no rea.son why the; major porti<»n of the district should be 
denied the advantage. A large population dwelling in and aro\iml 
this marshy area, living on [irecarious harvest, suttering from malaria, 
such is the gloomy pi(ture of the people in the Amta basin. Since I 
began my jmblii' life. I have set about in right earne.st tf) improve the 
lot of these peopl(‘, and now that opportunity presents itself, T think 
the que.stion of ameliorating their lot should be fully considered. 
Moved by the harrowing condition in the Amta basin, the popular 
District Magistrate of Howrah, Mr. M. M. Stuart, i.r.s., is trying 
heart and .soul to resuscitate the dying and dead in this basin. 

I am glad to say that he has already made some headway for which 
he has gained an everlasting gratitude from the people of the district. 

T think it wull not he out of place to mention here that fh(‘ Ilon’ble 
the Revenue Minister kindly paid a visit to the Amta basin and he 
was fully impressed with the improvement work already done there 
and the necessity of further improvement work. T think he will he 
good enough to agree with me that the Amta liasin should be included 
in the orbit of the Howrab-Hooghly Flushing Scheme m that the lot 
of the poor people there may he improved and the district as a whole 
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may reap tin; benefit. Moreover, if the southern boundary of the 
sehtuue ernbraeea the Anita basin, the probable dan^^er of the land lying 
between the Amta basin and the Rajapur basin beinp waterlogg^ed will 
be avertefl for good and all. 

With these few words I whole-heartedly sujiport the resolution and 
request my other colleagues to supjiort it for the sake of humanity. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After (tdjournmcnt.) 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
supjiort the resolution so ably moved by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
about the Rurdwan-Hooghly-Howrali Flushing Scheme. I most 
warmly congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge, who, as the 
wealtliy scion of a great and noble family, has taken up this really 
very useful selKUne. Sir, to us, it is a jiroblem of all problems, a jiroblem 
of vital magnitude. Within the short time at my disposal, it is not 
jiossible for nu* to enumerate with all its details the urgent and inipera- 
tiv(* ?iece.ssity of this scheme. In fact, these unfortunate* districts with 
its pnddems ju'cnliai’ of its own stand on a ditVerenI footing with the 
other elistricts in the province. Sir, these districts were once very 
prosjiersoiis in ever\ resjiect -from the jioint of industry, trade, com- 
merce, agriculture and last, but not the least, general health and 
culture. The lands were extremely fertile and highly productive, and 
with ex('ellent health, the people of the localities liad their own trade 
and commerce and as tliey earned well, they used to ]>ay e(|ually well 
not only their rents and other dues but also for the %\elfare of their 
country. With the tenantry in geiu'ral the zemindars were e(|ually 
prospenms. It is a well-known fact that in these districts most of the 
public institutiims like sclunds and collegt*, tols and maktabs, charitable 
disju'nsaries and houses for the infirm, big tanks both for irrigation 
and for drinking water-sujqdv, etc., and works of public utility 
like roads, bridges and embankments are the outcome of the 
publie-sj)iritetl munificence of the well-to-do people of the 
distriids. That the jieople were really very prosj)erou8 will be 
evident from the fact that the proportionate amount of land revenue 
in Ilooghly and Rurdwan are highest and the average rate of rent 
payable by the cultivating raiifat is equally high, as compared 
with any other district in the province. Incidence of taxation per head 
of jmpulation is also highest in Rurdwan and Hooghly. Rut unfor- 
tunately its all-round conditions have undergone a tremendous change 
during the last 00 years. AVith the siltiiig up of the rivers and other 
water-courses the irrigation facilities have been completely ruined and 
the agricultural prospects are fast dwindling down, and along with it 
the health condition of the people has tremendously deteriorated. 
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With the closing of the water-chniineL most parts of the country have 
become water-logged and its etiect both on agriculture and public 
health can be well conceived. The health of the people has l>een so 
much run down and .shattered that now even tlie agricultural operations, 
which are the principal and onI.\ source of living of over 90 per cent, 
of tlie population of these districts, are being carried* on in most 
cases with hired labour coming from outside the province. In fact, 
in Hooghly district about 70 ])er cent, of the actual tillers of the soil 
are now foreigners. The result has been as disastrous as it could 
possibly be. Even at a ver\ o]»timistic estimate, from a small district 
like Honglilv with only about 1.20(1 sijuare miles in area more than 10 
lakhs of rupees are now being annually drained in the shape of hired 
agricultural la})our. besides, with hired labour the actual outturn of 
the agricultural produce has also come down. 'I'liis huge annual drain 
con])led with all-round lo^s the people <lue to increasing sickness and 
poverty have rendeied the ]>eople more dead than alive. The silted 
and dried up water-channels ])rcvent proper drainage of water and this 
water-logged condition rcuiders the \\ hede area extremely damp and 
unhealthy and greatly diminishes the fertility and productivity of the 
soil and last hut not the least it i.s creating a havoc by enfeebling (he 
entire population and rendering it too \wak ph\sically, mentally and 
economicall.v tc* stand as ji ]»a?t cd the growing nation. The tcjtal 
cropj)ed urea in HcKjghh has been as fidlows: — 



Acres. 

1890 

... 5,41,400 

1901 

4,!ll,;(00 

19dl 

2,05,000 


I bus >\ithin a period of alt years there ha.s been an alarming shrinkage 
(d 4o per cent, of the net crojiped area in the district. Idiese facts have 
been very clearly and emphat icailly proved by that eminent economist, 
I)r. Kudhakamal Mukherjee, pji.J)., at page 90 of his memorable book 
“Changing Face of Bengal.” Sir, the establishment cd u very 
large number of charitable dis])ensaries, at least one in each union, 
sinking of the largest number of tube-wells, at least one in each and 
every village, free and intensive distribution of c|uinine and active health 
propapnda, establishment of a \ery large number of puldic health 
societies, establishment of a very large number of primary scdiools, 
improvement of communication facilities, operations of the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act and Bengal Tenancy Act, efforts of the 
Agricultural and Industries Department have no doubt their value and 
utility in their respective spheres, hut nothing has yet been able to 
effect an appreciable improvement in the lot of actual agriculturists 
either phy.sically or e« oiiomically. The incidence of and mortality from 
malaria ig still on the increase. With my cIo.se and intimate knowledge 
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of the actual conditions in the rural areas of my district extending ove: 
a period of about 20 years, I may say without any fear of contradiction 
that the real remedy lies not in the curative steps and other tinkering 
measures, but in active and extensive preventive measures — measures 
which will really effect a lasting improvement in the health and wealth 
of the people. After all, it is prevention and not merely cure which 
is and should be our aim. The improvement of the drainage and 
irrigation facilities is the most urgent and imperative necessity, and 
this in its turn will surely improve the agricultural and sanitary and 
ultimately economic condition of the people. So, in order to efect a 
permanent, lasting and real benefit, the only course is the course 
originally suggested by Dr. Bentley and fully supi)orted by Sir William 
WilccK^ks; this Hushing scheme by wliicb the whole area lying between 
the Damodar and the (ianges will be ])rovided with necessary water- 
channels through which the whole area will be Hushed with the rich 
Hood watei of the Damodar. Along with il, all the tanks, ponds, and 
all other channels will be flushed and filled with water rich with fish 
s])awnH and the fertility of the .soil will be immensely improyed wdth 
the rich silt of the Hood water. Thus the timely sui)ply of water will be 
guaranteed and this in turn will guarantee the regular outturn of the 
agricultural produce. The public health and agricultural and economic 
conditions will be immensely imjiroved. Ours is an agricultural 
country and we feel that our supreme duty is to make the lives of the 
peo})le in the villages w'orth living from economic^ ])liysical and sani- 
tary points of view. The .situation in the (‘ountry is no doubt very 
grave, serious and alarming. A desperate di.sease requires a desperate 
remedy. The people of all castes, race, religion and creed met at a 
public meeting at Cdiinsurah on the 24th June, 1!)‘H), under the dis- 
tinguished ])residency of Mr. J. N. liasu, and most earnestly 

\irged upon the (iovernnient the urgent and imperative necessity for 
taking immediate steps for the .scheme. A most representative deputa- 
tion met the Hon’ble Minister in charge on the 13th September, 1939, 
for the same purpose and handed over to the Hon’ble Minister a very 
largely signed public memorial for this. 

So, if we desire to promote the health of the people, the bettering of 
their all-round conditions — physical, mental, sanitary, agricultural and 
economic — then this self-supporting scheme should be taken up at once. 
In the name of the poverty-ridden, Hood-bitten, malaria-stricken and 
famished people of these districts, 1 earnestly appeal to you all not only 
to support this resolution but also to urge upon the Government to take 
immediate steps for its actual execution at once and thus to save the 
peoi)le from this impending utter distress and ruin. Before 1 conclude 
1 would only like to add a few words more regarding the amendment 
moved by Dr. Sanyal. Unfortunately, Sir, I am neither a doctor nor 
an engineer myself. But I fail to understand how it is possible to fix 
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a flat rate about the improvement levy iii view of the fact that the con- 
ditions of the land for wliich the improvement levy will be charged are 
widely different in different places, and so if is not in any way possible 
to fix a maximum or a minimum or unv fixed rate as the improvement 
fee for the whole area which will be benefited bv this. 

• 

With these few words and with these observations, I whole- 
heartedly sup])Ort the resolution, which has been so ably moved by the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir. 1 would p\it before the House in a few 
words the views of m.> party ^\ith regard to this resolution. ^,Ve are 
definitely in favour of schemes of this description. That I may say at 
the outset, but there are certain circumstances connected witli this 
scheme at the ])reseiit moment, which I should like to put before the 
House. I will not make am remarks about section (i. because some 
of my friends Iiav(* s]t(iken and rulings have been given on what the 
actual meaning <»f s(*ction (» is. Anyone can read it in the Act for 
himself. Hut, Sir. m\ party is not in favour of proceeding with the 
construction of irrigation work of this magnitude during war time. I 
understand from tlic figures given to us that for this sclieme an esti- 
mate has been made of Ks, dlO lakhs and this is a pre-war estimate. 
If this is the case, the estimate ^ull now bo considerably increased on 
the basis of uar ]>rices. The prices of materials have risen considerably, 
end I doubt it (Jovernment would lx* able even to obtain the necessary 
materials at this time. In anv case, in onr opinion this is not the time 
to raise a loan of over Us. ,'{ < r<)res. On tin* o1h(*r hand, Sir, if it is 
the Government’s intention not to pioc<*ed with any construction work 
du ring wai time, hut to gi) on with their crop-cutting (‘Xperiments uml 
the ])re]niration and analysis of statistics, then we have iio objection to 
this resolution ]nil iorwaril by the Hon’ble Minister. We would, in 
fact, welcome this work being done, as it will provide valuable .statistical 
data for the future. 

Before we can actually give our support to this resolution, we would 
like an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister that Government will not 
proceed with any construction work in connection with this scheme 
during war time. 

Now I differ in my next remarks from what Dr. Sanyal pul forw'ard. 
My Party considers it to be of the utmost importance that irrigation 
scliemes of this nature should ])e self-supporting, that is, that the rate 
of levy should cover maintenance^ interest, sinking fund and revenue 
e.stablisbment charges. No part of tlie'ne charges should fall on tlie 
revenues of the province, otherwise it wdll In* impossible for the Govern- 
ment to proceed with further irrigation schemes which are so badly 
needed in this^ province. The Development Act provides that the rate.s 
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may not excH'd one-half of the estimated benefit to the cultivator, and 
I do not think the imposition of such a rate can on any ground be 
regarded as a hardship to the cultivator. 

I have in view particularly <he hislory of the Damodar Canal 
Scheme, which J hope will not be rej)eated with this scheme. TheTe a 
rale of Rs. f)-H per acre was levied under the Development Act, b\it as 
a result of agllaiion it was reduced to Rs. 2-0. I mentioned these 
figures beeauso Rs. 2-0 reju-esents rather less than 3 per cent, on the 
caj)it;il cost of the sclieme, and therefore the scheme is not self- 
sujjporling and general revenues have got to bear tlie difference. 

Sir, there is one further pfunt on which I would like an assurance 
from the llon’hle Minister. It is nell known that at ])resent the river 
Ilooghly is HU tiering from a decreaM* in the flow of water, and I w'ould 
like an asHuraiiee from the Hoij’hle Minister that Government has been 
advised that the scheme will not interfere with the flow of water into 
the river IIof»glily. 

With lh(‘se assuranr-es, which I have no doubt will readily be given, 

I support tin* (fovernment rescdution. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the lloii'ble Mini.ster 
for Irigalion has < ome b(‘for<' this House asking tor oin concurrence 
in the matter of the imposition of an im]u-o\ement levy in respect of an 
area to be s(‘rv(‘d b,\ tin* I)amodar-II(»wrah-Ilooghl v Flushing SehetJie. 
The object is no doubt lamlable. but the manner in wliich it is sought 
to be done is wimt W(‘ do not like. Sir, I ma\ say at tlie very outset 
that m\ hairs stand on (Mid when I hear about th(‘ im]uisit]on of any 
tax uhatsocNtM’ ujion the jxior cultivators. 'l'he\ aie already paying 
wlial ma\ hi‘ calhal the last straw on the earners l)a(‘k. Theie is hardly 
aii> paying capacity left on the ])art of the cultivators. So, ibis is 
not ail opportune moment when the Ilon’ble Minister should come 
forward with a scheme like this. The whole peasantrv of Rengal are 
groaning under a heavy burden. Though we know the conditions of 
tliese poor cultivators, actually we do not feel for them. We may say 
that we feel for them, but unless xve ])iit ourselves in their position and 
see how hopeless their condition is, we cannot feel for them. We can 
fiicture in our minds and imagine that these are the difficulties which 
the poor peasants sutler from, luit wo do not actuallv feel for them. 
'Ihat is why it has become ]H>ssible for Government to come forward 
witli a taxation scheme. The reason given is that this flushing scheme 
will benefit the peasants. Hut where i*) the guarantee that it will do 
soy Has it been i^ut to any test y The scheme has not been experi- 
mented yet. Only a scheme has been formulated, but it has not been 
put to any test. Whether it will produce the desired result or not 
remains to be seen. Government can ask for the approval of thia 



1940.1 


GOVERNMENT RESOLITTION. 


119 


Assembly for the imposition of an improvement levy only when it can 
be said with certainty that we find on experiment tiiat such and such 
a result has been obtained. Fnless the scheme is put to the test, unless 
the scheme is un<lertaken and after two or three years it is demon- 
strated that it has resulted in the increased outturn of af^ricultural 
products * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Will >ou support tlienP 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Yes, onl\ then Imt not before How 
do you know of the increase beforehand? There would still be some 
room for doubt as to whetlier the iiw reas»‘ \\ould come as a result <»f 

your fiushiu”' scheme. If h\ ex]>eiimejit fur a TOimber of V(‘ars at 

least for three years — vo\i ('ould show to the worhl that sueh a IxMietii 
whi(’h has come to tlu' tenant^ has come lo tlxun as a result of this 
scheme, then, of course, theie would la* souk* force in it. That wouhl 
supply a datum for u)ur taxing- the ])eople. Hut unless we see the 
r(*sult. how can we sa\ that "Uch a icsult will come? So, after we s{*(* 
first that it has been put to trial and that it has yielded an increasf*d 
produce l(» lh«‘ cuti\aloi> due t(^ llii" sclo*nM*. then, nf cmirsi*, then* 
would be sono* justification on flic ])a!t of tiu* llon’ble Minister to come 
forward with a .scheme like this, Iml not before that. Sim])]\ one 
_\eai\ H'^uli will not suffice, because increas(*d prodma* nm\ be due to 
man> adventitious circum, stances as well. So, h<*loie tin* llon'hh* 
Minist(*r comes forward with a scheme like this, it is ni'ces.SarN for liim 
to show to the cultivators be\<uid an\ shadf>w of doubt for two or three 
successive years that they an* ''effiiif^ .ailditional toittiirn of produce 
due to the st lo*iue Hut even thf‘n. it has to he considered whether 
that wouhl In* the proper lime tor askinjj: the eiitivafors fo should<*r this 
liurdcn of additional taxation lM*caUse there (an be no doubt that the 
(iiltivatois have come to sueh a position that tliey can ill-afford to ]iay 
an\ more taxation. H(*re the llonTde Minister 1ms not taken the 
bude-etury eondition of the tenants into consideration. I’nless he ran 
put the tenarit.s in a solvent condition, he cannot fairly ask for any 
more taxation which tliey are not in a inmition to i>;»v. If after meet- 
ing* the neces.sary expenses the cultivators can lay hv an\ thing, it is 
then and then only tliat the Hon’ble Minister would be in a position to 
<‘ome forward witli a scheme of new ia\ation. 

Sir, besides this, there i.s another (juestion. The Hon’ble Minister 
has now lieefi put to the n<*cessitv of taking recmirsc* to such a flushing 
.scheme, hut wdi\ ? He has been compelled to take up this scheme due 
to the de( adenr e of the river, but who has caused the decadenci* 
of the river? It was artifirially done. The natural flow of 
the rivers was ch«»ked b\ the construction of big bridges over 
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theKf riverH hy the lUilway Companies. It is the Railway Companies 
that have })rouKht ihe cultivators to such a pass. As the decadence of 
ihe rivers is mainly due to the construction of big bridges over these 
rivers by the Railway Companies, it is only fair that the Railway Com- 
panies must be made responsible for it. The Hoii’ble Minister must 
ask them 10*“ share the cost, to bear the burden f)f this project; at least 
the lion’s share of the cost must be borne by them. Has he not the 
courage to ask the Railway Companies to bear that burden? If the 
natural flow of the rivers had not been choked, then the cultivators 
wa)uld not have been re(iuired to pay any amount whatsoever in the 
shape of tax. But because the natural flow of the rivers has been 
choked by the Railway ( ompanies by const ructing big bridges over the 
rivers here and there, that is M'hy ihe cultivators have come to such a 
pass. So, the Hon’ble Minister instead of asking the cultivators who 
are not responsible for it to bear this burden should ask the Railway 
Companies to bear it. I hope, this aspect of the matter should be 
taken into consideration by the Hon’ble Minister. Sir, with these 
few' words, I support the amendment move<l In Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, at this 
late hour of the night and before a thin House, I can scarcely give 
expression to my feelings of pleasure at the discussion to-night. Most 
of the speakers are agreed on a question of ])rinci])le. The question of 
priiikciple in this world is a very important factor in human life and 
the (lueslion of principle, .*<o far as this recommendatif)n is concerned, 
is the (luestioii of Hushing —flushing the Western Bengal districts, 
irrigating the Kastern Bengal districts. J wish, Sir, that some system 
of flushing uas invented for the purpose of flushing away the tilth 
and the bitterness whicdi now ])ersist in this province. I take it that 
the Ilon’ble Minister f«)r Irrigation has only lakeii the first preliminary 
step in that direction. There has been a universal chorus of congratu- 
lation on the scheme. J shall not g<» s<» far as my friend, Kazi Kmdadul 
Haque, to say that the scheme must not only be presented before this 
House in a complete form, but the sclieme must operate before this 
House will be called upon to accord sanction to the scheme. If the 
scheme operates, then it cea.‘<es to be a scheme. Nor can I possibly 
agree with my esteemed friend. Air. Morgan. His speech i.s a halting 
support of a “mighty” flushing and irrigation scheme. He talked 
about tl»e war. I think, he himself and liis party realise to-night that 
no scheme could be put into operation because of the existence of a 
state of war in a country far away from this 

Mr. C. MORGAN: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. This 
is not the meaning of my words at all. It is from the financial point 
of view (hat 1 referred to it. 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I am very glad to hear 
the personal explanation of Mr. Morgan. English is not iny mother 
tongue as it is the mother tongue, I suppose, of Mr. Morgan. But a 
journal, with which many of my friends <0 the left are connected, the 
other day in another connection made a statement to the effect that 
whf should the pretext of the war he taken shelter unfler for the 
purpose of preventing a progres.sive (hivernment like the Government 
of Bengal from carrying through its schemes of reconstruction, 
specially in view of the election that is forthcoming!^ My friend 
Mr. Morgan also mentioned two things in connection with what he 
now calls the financial imidications of the war. The first is that 
machinery may not he available. Of cour.se, this is true, as there is a 
good deal of risk in the trade route hetween England and India. But 
machinery may he available from elsewhere. The second is that 
expert advice may not he available to the Government. Well, 1 am 
glad that expert advice is a point which has struck the tender conscience 
of my friend, Mr. Morgan. (Mr.G. Mohoan : Not at all.) lie says 
“Not at all.” I am glad to hear, Mr. Speaker, that he has no conscience. 
(Laughter.) Mr. Morgan further made an appeal, a fervent appeal, 
to the Government of Bengal that no scheme should l>e brought into 
operation which would impede either the limpidity or the crystal-clear 
flow ot the river Hooghly. As a jiious ilimlu, although suffering from 
submersion, 1 may sa,\ that we have great veneration for this river. 
Mr. Morgiin’s grounds are po.ssibl^N different from those of mine; mine 
is sacerdotal, his are politico-commercial. He was thinking^ of the 
nuniei'ouN smoke chimneys which emit smoke which lra\ej lK*\ond 
light-blue ether. Mr. S[)eak(*r, so far us the scheme is concerneil, I 
am lraiikl> of opinion that sonu* nucIi scheme should luive Iteen put 
into operation many years ago. The Hon’ble Minister staled that in 
ISlid some such idea germinated in the mind of some great (‘ngineer. 
If that .scheme were put into operation late in 18bd, then the Burdwan 
fever would not have come to this province in iHtJo. I do not like two 
things in connection w'ith this scheme, and, therefore, I should desire 
to have a clear assurance on these two points. The first is with 
reference to the completion of tlie scheme, not the completion in the 
sen.se in which my friends to my left argued, but w’e must have a 
complete scheme before us before the Government ot Bengal should 
ask this House to emliark upon this huge financial expenditure. What 
I mean to say is this, that the construction of a re.servoir at Barakar 
will depend upon the consent of the Government of JJihar. The 
cutting of a sluice gate at Ainta will depend upon the sweet will of 
the Government of Bengal, and, I am sure, that that sluice gate wdll he 
properly christened. One was christened and recently given the name 
“Anderson Cut“ and the other will be surely “Srishchandra Cut.“ 
(Dr. Naltnaksha Santal: We might have one more.) The expe- 
rience of the pamodar Canal has been somewhat disconcerting not on 
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the ^froun(^ put by my friend Mr. Morgan, but tbe levy uader the 
Development Act of 1935 had to.be reduced from Rs. 5-8 per acre to 
R.s. 2-9. This had to be done by the Government owing to the poverty 
of the people in that canal and malaria-stricken area after its failure 
to convert it into a “Law and Order” area as well. The experience is 
valuable. As my friend Dr. Sanyal has put it, the original estimate 
for the Damodar Canal Scheme was Rs. 7G lakhs and the estimate sprang 
up to Rs. 1 crore and 23 lakhs. I was consulting many of the blue 
books issued by the Government of Ilengal in connection with irriga- 
tion projects and schemes which were never carried into execution, 
and I found that in the next ten years’ time this sum of Rs. 1 crore 
23 lakhs will go up to Rs. 1 crore 97 lakh.s. Luckily for this Provin- 
cial Government there appeared, I should not say a god-mother, but I 
should say a god-father, in the person of Kir Otto Niemeyer, and 
according to his dispensation, the total obligation of the province of 
Bengal to the Government of India over this sclieme was wiped out. 
The (iovernment of Bengal may not be so happy in the near future 
and, according fo (lie scheme propounded by the Hon’ble the Maharaja, 
the scheme will cost us somewhere between Rs. 2 crores (>7 lakhs and 
Rs. 3 crores 10 lakhs, that is to say, according to his arithmetic, there 
will be a difference of roughly about Rs. 50 lakhs. The estimate 
indeed does credit to the engineering qualities of the framers of the 
scluMue and of the mathematical acciira('y of I he sponsor of it. But, 
Sir, what I fear is that Rs. 3 crores 10 lakhs mav jump up to 4 crores 
20 lakhs. 

Mr. SPEAKERS flow did you come to these accurate figures? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERUEE: My figures are very in- 
accurate, but perhaps they are more accurate thau the accurate figures 
given by the IJoirble Minister for Irrigation. The llon’ble Finance 
Minister is a great mathematician, and 1 notice he is absent from the 
House. Unfortunately, 1 cannot get my figures checked through his 
intervention, interruption and interjection. 

The point which the Hon’ble Minister for Irrigation stresses is 
that the scheme must be a self-sufficient one. If the scheme is to be 
a self-sufficient one, then at the rate of 0 per cent, interest on tbe capital 
embarked the area which will be benefited by the scheme must yield an 
annual income of more than Rs. 20 lakhs. The Hon’ble the Irrigation 
Minister has painted the future in rosy colours. I am not using any 
unparliamentary expression which might have been used by ray friend 
Dr. Sanyal earlier in the debate to-night, but I would simply say that 
the picture which has l>een drawn either by tbe Hon’ble Minister or 
by some other painter in Bengal has been slightly overdrawn. Now 
Jkhe Hon’b4 the Minister for Irrigation supposes that the yield wiR be 



1940.1 


governmp:nt resolftion. 


.123 


at least 9 maunds per bigHa on an average, that is to say, R«. 18 per 
bigha at the rate of Rs. 2 per maund which has been the price fixed 
by the Government of Bengal. We all have ideas about the produc- 
tion and yield of the paddy crop in Bengal. Nobody has better ideas 
than the Hon’ble Minister who owns a vast estate, and I am sure, 
that his estimate is an overdrawn estimate. * 

The second question is this: Why should the incidence of taxation 
rest merely upon the lean shoulders of the poor raiyats and poor 
raiyats alone? They will not be the only persons who will bo benefited 
by this scheme. Shall I venture to mention the railways? They are 
outside the orbit of this Legislature, ami they are very strongly and 
powerfully supported by both bombers and fighters towards my left. 

The municipalities and urban areas, the mills for instance, will 
equally derive benefit from the scheme. If so, they must all pay. 
Let not the story of the imposition of the levy over the question of 
the erection of the new Howrah Bridge, which has quite a romantic 
history behind it, be repeated in this connection. In the case of the 
Howrah Bridge, it may be within the recollection of many members of 
this House, the levy was imposed upon the passengers, but not upon 
those persons for whose benefit the bridge was supposed to have l)eeu 
primarily constructed. Somebody, perhaps .some faquir as a inusafir^ 
cursed the construction of the bridge with the result that the two logs 
of the bridge are still limping and washing their feet in the clear 
water of that sacred river, m(»ther (iaiiges. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another aspect of the (juestion whi('h retjuires 
notice and that is this: so far as the present scheme is concerned, the 
Hon’ble Minister expects that the maximum which was imposed in the 
Damodar Canal area may probably be imposed in this area also. 
him disabuse his mind of any such idea. 1 am glad he says that the 
Damodar-Hooghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme is not a continuation of 
Eden Canal Scheme. Whoever may have been responsible for the 
coihst ruction of that scheme certainly was a great poet. He gave the 
name ‘^Eden Canal.” The Hon’l)le Minister is perfectly aware that 
Government is not in a position to supply water to the people, and yet 
the levy is between Rs. 3-8 and Ks. 4-8 per acre, that is to say, more 
than the levy in the case of the Damodar Canal ajea. Whether the 
Damodar Canal area is less grand, less beautiful, less healthy, less 
productive than the Eden Canal area is a question w’hich I shall leave 
the Hon’ble Minister for Irrigation to answer. The question of reduc- 
tion of rate ih the Eden Canal area engaged his attention, and the 
attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, but they are Sphinx-like 
setting over the desert of desperation of poverty and want. 

Then, Sir, there is one other question and I have finished, and it 
is this. Assu^ng for a moment that the scheme proves, a success, 
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then what happens? If the scheme proves a sncoess, then should the 
cost of the scheme be borne by the people of the locality alone P Why 
not the whole province? I am not saying that the whole cost, the 
whole incidence of taxation should be borne by the whole province. 

I am too familiar with the principle of justice, equity and good con- 
science, and* I am also too familiar with the geographical, racial, 
linguistic and religious divisions in Bengal to be able to ask that the 
whole incidence of taxation for bettering the health of the province 
should be borne by the revenues of the province. 

I hope the question of levy may be brought forward before this 
House after the scheme has been completed. Otherwise, our expe- 
rience about such public works charity is somewhat sad. He must 
have been a humorist who once called the Public Works Department of 
the Government as the Public Waste Department. I do not go so far 
as that. After all, the department claims as much protection from this 
House as any other department. Therefore, Sir, I expect that a com- 
pleted scheme after having obtained the consent of the Government of 
Behar, a completed scheme fully realising the financial implications of 
it and the question of incidence of taxation should be brought forward 
before this House for approval. If it is supposed that this scheme 
will prove a commercial success, then, Sir, such ideas must finally be 
exploded from the mind. I agree that the scheme may not take 
operation at all, not merely on fiscal grounds. The HoiPble Irrigation 
Minister expects that he will be in a position to raise a loan. I am 
very much afraid of the loan. Can I hope that the Reserve Bank of 
India will give the necessary facilities to the Government of Bengal 
for the purpo.se of raising this loan of 3 erores and 10 lakhs of rupees 
at G per cent, per annum? If the Reserve Bank of India fails to iToId 
out any such pleasant prospects to the Government of Bengal, then 
can I hope that this Government of Bengal will be able with its present 
credit to raise a loan of Rs. 3 erores and 10 lakhs within a measurable 
distance of time? My friend Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker sitting to my 
left in his last Budget speech, his swan song, proposed to raise a loan 
of Rs. 1 crore for the purpose of meeting expenditure on utility services 
in this province. The loan has not yet been raised — could it be raised 
ever after his premature resignation from the cabinet ? When the last 
Budget was passed, we were faced with a deficit of Rs. 45 lakhs, so 
that the financial prospects of raising a loan are not at all very bright, 
io if the Hon’ble Minister starts work in a great hurrj*, it will not 
irobably be completed; this House will most certainly be called upon 
o foot a new taxation measure. Whether the taxation measure will be 
jonfined to the sale tax, about which there are ugly rumours in the 
narket, I do not know, but this question of finance and the incidence 
)f taxation — they are the concomitant variations of the scheme — must 
;iot be lost sight of. 
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Therefore, Sir, 1 support the amendment moved by my hdend 
Dr. Sanyal. The amendment is very reasonable and it only seeks to 
impose an obligation upon this House. The question of demand is a 
question for the Crown. The question of grant is a question for the 
House, and the question of appropriation is the monopoly of this House. 

I support the amendment of Dr. Sanyal. (Cheers.) 

Mr. ADWAITA fCUMAR MAill: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ 

Pno 4k«i 

'S ^ Uin (TTITM ^5T4 

•Tfr^ ^ I 'snft 

^nrm if ^ (Tts brt a 

TRn ^ f^vfl 1 

(OT*r^ ^Csil^Pl C^rsmr (TT ^ TO ^ tf^Rs 

^Tppyi I 

RTTOnr ^ ^ ^ ^nrm ai op^ 

CTf Wl f%| m (RtC^ ^ 1 (RTC^TC^R for 

improvement of the soil JJ^T* (TT&l *=ffnt*f? ^ 

^9 ^ftR «rT5T to 5tto to dj (71^ ^rr ^rm^R 

TO ^toTO4 TO ^ ntoto Srpui 

y’rsT Development Act 'TOTtt? TO Sf 5 ^ I 

®t: TOTR (R fronii TO%r ^ 

^itoR TO«f ®T; ’TRfH I (TT^TO CTOT9 *rtcTOr 

TOROTf TOT ^ ^ (TT fTO 

CTO 5TO ’«(HC4R I CTOR ^^PoT ^ ^ 

V5\ '^ttiTpT I i ^Rry, iprsf (i^ 

^lH*t I ^ *ftr^ft*nr ^)Mt^ aroac® ftllO TOTO 

CftClT ^Ifni ^ I (7T? «RT Development Act(il^ 4^TO 

canal ^^t«t TO::^ ^^TtiTT TO%T, Actc^ TO?5 ’Tf 

^ C*fR IPR ^srlt^R TOTES I Development Act «41T 

amendment tolH ?|T?rRR I v^<ttT^ ^tftTORR ^ 

objecta^l? Irrigation, improvement of the aoil by the deposit 

of silt and improvement of public health. Irrigation ^ TO OTO 

TOTO WS ^TO, frojimprovement of the soil by the deposit of silt C*!ft 

CT ir'CT ^n, ^ Damodar Canal area TO TO TOT^ I ^ ftTO TOT^ ?TfiF^ 

i Rural Development CommiMtonar Townend Sahib 

• ** ' • 
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iftr^ ^ ^ fror wtc^rt'fTW 4si??i 

’'sr^CT I ^VMt^RT C*T^ "HilpCcti, 

v£i^t*f »ti(.^l*f‘tf ’*pir«T c-^Ht^ ?Rr 

^ <tnr ^ I ^ ^ ^ c^v:^ i 

’FTIHR ^ ^*fT^ TO5pr XJ 

c!IU5 ^ ^ ft* JlR5< 

5rtR^ ^ C^ «ft5r Wl expert Dr. T^ntly 

<JTC^ ’VRW V’^ (5 flushing C<ft^ ^ 

Tm?r%i ?j 1 ^ <ii?* (5 crft wi:sT (Tm Tftpptm Sg1% ?r’:^ 

f%l S^ ^fRW* <tft*^5 ^ I HR41H^ canal areacs ^TTC^fft?! 

^ <5 Sc**fiJ %!, f¥l lft?r ^ ?:r^ ft^ ^ (TI area 

TJtrsrftimr i ^ to tov ^ to 

HRiilkf'fl canal area ^ TTO I 

^FlM^'^«TI ^sfft^t^t^ «il«f^ 8110 'S 0110 

?tr? fro from ^ftrR^ ’TO ^ i c^ 

^jRM(.«in (?I ’tfiPRR ^TO^sTHt^ ^nc^s ’TO <5 canal 

tflTftW^ fro ’TO ^TOTO canal wsm ^ 

^\\yo TO ’ftc^ ’r vs^ i 

flushing scheme *ftRfTO? ^^TT ^ 

TO <& ’R ^ ^ Sft'J. I T#TO Oil ^ <frt7 (71^1 ^ ^ ^ 

I ^^ftftr C^ ft C^ ’ C^^ (71 development areaC^ fw ?PR 

^*R®1 TO, ^ (TfT^ maximum rate ifftr ^ (TIT® ’TO ^ I ftsft 
R TO^, (Tf Bengal Development”* ActiU *TOTO 'Q 

^J1C'H«I maximum rate ftft ’^TO ^ 

ft^ C^TO'P vll^ (m flushing scheme (71 areaC^ 

TO (Tit areaC® capital co.4 )^ith interest tfVtonr 

^ cTO^ ^ "BffTO ^ ^1 (71 »pra rm ^ ft^i ’rti^ 

ftllR Slft^ OTO vUinft^f, ^ (T1 ’PR TtlTBl ^TOl C^ 

C5tm^ — ^ ^ TOm ^-sps I (Tit TOT TOt? TO R — CTO TO 

Pf^ TOT, ^froRl TOT, ^TOTFff TOT TOT! TOR, ^ 

H* 

TOT TORt^^T^ CTO ’J^T'^'oR-l CTO FTtll Rt*TO? RJm..TOR Rl I 
C’lt RTO 'ilt (Tl^ Rlrtr^ TOT ’IR area? CRtTO? CTO^ tJtH 
RtTO TO1 6^^ sn I ’(ft RTO? Rt? ftfftR CRftCRClpT C? flnrfiing 
»ill TO! »ilTO tffts ’ft? R? R«t cTOn ?tCR? average increase ?? | 
illft ^rtpf — ??T^ RtntR? area? :>;&80 RtCR crop-cutting 
raportua? ^ 1?^? C^tC?t 4TO1 CR tC TO^ I '<t (xrop-cntting 
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5? I 4 ▼«(i canal gt f^Olf^ >a^ 

^ 5jst?w ^ JTfm c^«f ?? ^5t7i 'W5 I n^y H'W 

Piwm crop-cutting TOICl? I 4 wii ’SiC? 

5r«n R»sbHi ?Tr ^ c^ c^rtc^ jps ot i 
^ reports? (;^ ^ ^ ^io arm ^ 

1ST ?Tr I Tmi ^crop-cutting ifl? C«flH-ap5r >™cil ^ ^ stw 4CTf| 
<94; ‘1I4TS 4 . 11 ^, ^<1 Ish S*ra T9I^ rate i 9 ^; tf^ development 
fr ^ O'# 55<fT I 

C'l't 4lt«t TW? *9^ fJI rTTpipr? flood check TtW4 9RT 

ftc’rtrora Tfr*! ^ mnn, f%% ^t-itm. TflartN ?n|f% swtsfsn:^, 

c? g,?w c5}rt? ^mi Ttn Tnrfpsi Ji^t; ^ift < 9 ^ C9 that 

there Would be no further floods f^TI «pt? T^, TtT 

Wf5 C?ItT fr tJ vftCC^ ^ (?9f«f ru =lft 5r5K5 T^'SRS Tttf=f I 9^tUT 
51^1 ^T5l*t?CT CTt?f^, — f%f^ CJR ^^fnillucTU Plli(t*l OR (1^19^(01 

»tf?TiRi 9&1 'fiRfrcra ’Ilf %f%3i jflrj ?tt — c»i ?RTn c^rj ^jnn 

TOT I TW? Tfirg 'iRRHr fi;f% cjr Dr. Sanyal JnftlOT »r;C1t9^ 
ipW^ I, TW? JTR w — iftOTR canal aroaf 

TftJil-^(.>Tv ^*1? Development Act 'JOTT^ CU maximum 

water rate tfrtr T?1 9ttlT%r 9 ^; R TTolH vUftOT «HT canal 

^"ifiw^t'st'irT TTiotOT cTHfw ?f«rr Tai cg l t.tift.»9 i tIw 9^ 

Tj^slin fr^gi gfr 9^ vtlwOT ys grloffl ctr tiIts (jo T«rti 
S^tn "tf^ '8 -iidiv f%«ni 1%^ rn sfoi gft 

CTT^T ?T3t WTT? TOT isstgl g^C^T flOTlT-rrsifl-*^ fluahing 

Bcheme area? tdWtf«8 cn ?T9 TtCTfSR ^ CT1?05 ?t?T T?1 5^? I 

M«jl«i ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 take this oppor- 

tunity to sat a few words in support of the resolution that has been 
moved by the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Irrigation. 

In my last speech on the irrigation policy of the Qovwnment I 
made it clear that the irrigation problem of the (jovernmeft could only 
be solved by a great and comprehensive project, as piecemeal projei^U 
were ineffectual and dangerous. As a representative o^ West Bengal, 

I also pointed out bow the entire Burdwan Division had Ijecn devastated 
because the Government of the past starved the countryside of its 
water resources, in the interest of navigation in the port of Calcutta 
and by the embankment of the Damodar, and the result has been that 
the lands which once smiled with health, wealth and prosperity, have 
now been converted into waste lands and jungles fit for the habitation 
of the dlniieiis of the forest. 
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Sir, 1 cannot forget for a moment that the condition of West 
Bengal is going from bad to worse every day. Malaria, kala-azar, and 
tuberculosis are creating havoc in the country. The country which was 
once regarded as “the garden of India’* has now assumed a desolate 
appearance; wherever we go we meet with pestilential areas where 
disease, death and desolation reign supreme. 

To remedy all these evils I requested the Gbyernment to take up 
boldly “the Hooghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme” which was much 
talked about for many years in the past, but was apparently shelved, 
as tlie only means to bring back health and prosperity which had left 
the country-side for good. * 

li 

As the finance of Bengal is not elastic enough to provide funds for 
such a big scheme from the ordinary revenue, I suggested to raise a 
loan of the re(iui8ite amount to resuscitate dead and dying rivers and 
rivulets and gther waterways, which would not only banish the notorious 
unhealthiness from the countryside, hut will also increase the produc- 
tivity of the soil to a great extent. 

The Hon’ble Minister gave me assurance at that time that my hopes 
and aspirations would not be nipped in the bud, and I would soon hear 
a satisfactory solution of the problem. 

Nothing could give me more pleasure when I saw the Government’s 
announcement from Darjeeling on the 24th April last that they had at 
last decided to take up the Hooghly-Howrah ' Flushing Scheme by 
floating loans, and the scheme would be placed before the Legislature 
during the forthcoming July Session. 

I jmuse here fur a moment to pay my tribute to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge and his colleagues for fulfilling the assurances by taking up 
this comprehensive scheme which had hitherto been rotting in the upper 
shelves of the Secretariat, and 1 am confident that it will at least save 
three districts, Jlooghly, Howrah and Burdwan, from the grip of 
death and desolation. 

The^question that might arise for consideration is how the loan is 
to be repaidv 

The only Act under which a scheme of this magnitude could be 
financed is the^ Development Act. This Act lays down that (subject to 
certain conditions) Government may realise from lands in ^ any area 
benefited by such a scheme an improvement levy of an amount not 
exceeding one-half of the net value of the estimated increase in outturn 
“made possible by the scheme.” No one is asked to pay more than 
half of an extra profit that he can easily make, and no one is asked to 
pay anything at all until he has had the opportunity of making the 
extra profit. In short, the Act contemplates guaranteeing I crop to 
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people who take neoessao' action to obtain it. Therefore, the loan can 
be eaaily repaid from the improvement levy under the Development 
Act. 

* ■ « 

I therefore Submit, Sir, that if we think that irrigation is worth 
havi^^g, that the marjj;jn of benefits would be so big that^ the risk to 
anyone would be smalV and that the assessment system is suoh as to 
give everyone a fair sliow, I hope that we will be able to persuade our 
people to prove themselves otherwise than stupid by deciding^) have 
irrigation in our distriets and to banish malaria for ever and at the 
same time to increase the fertility of their soil. ^ 

With these few words I wholeheartedly support the resolution. 

Mr. 8U KUMAR DtiTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after the admirable 
specM'h made by my houourable triend l^r. Sanyal, there is very little 
for me to add, speciaUy^as m have not the complete scheme before us, 
in which case it would have been pos.sihle to go into detailed examina- 
tion of the scheme. I agree with Dr. Sanyal in welcoming the 
resolution thougli it was long overdue, and it is really a pleasure to 
see that at last the Government is doing something for the real benefit 
of the people, though ‘I am afraid that eventually it may remain only 
as a pious wish. Tho;^ who are acquainted with the present condi- 
tion of the Damodar Canal area know tlie present miserable conditions 
of the -Damodar Candl area which is undergoing^ deterioration in every 
way. Malaria wortcs Mivoc every year, floods occur frequently and 
the soil has considerably decrease^ I'o productivity. But the Govern- 
ment was sleeping over it for a long time without any improvement 
scheme which should have been done long ago, and though the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge has at last woken up, I have great doubts whether 
it will be pos.sible to give effect to this scheme within a reasonable 
time. It is also unfortunate that in.stead of a more comprehensive 
icbeme, the Hon’ble Minister has come forward with one which is 
[lecidedl\ scrappy. The present miserable condition of the people in 
Hooghly ami Howrah demands a more elaborate scheme as advised by 
previous experts consulted by the Government. I have also^ great 
doubts that due to the inefficiency of the department as clearly betrayed 
in the Kden Canal affair, this scheme can be carried out efficiently and 
sconomically. Really, I have a very poor opinion of the Irrigation 
Departmai^t. I may incidentally mention here about the Kousiki 
Canal that is included in this scheme. This canal was re-excavated 
through bandaome contribution from Mrs. Bamacharan Bhose and the 
district board. But it was so done that the water was not fit for 
drinking purposes. When the people of the locality asked the 
department that the canal may be used for irrigation purposes, the 
department refused on the ground that the canal meant only for 
10 
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drinking purpose; and thus a large amount of money donated by the 
public is wasted, as the canal ci|n neither be used for drinking purpose 
nor irrigation purpose. I can certainly say tUfct if at all any tax is 
to be, levied, the Kousiki Canal area must be exemptedvfrom such tax, 
as in improving this canal Government is only fulfilling an old 
obligation. * 

Sir, I do not want to waste much time of the House at this fag-end 
of the ihy, but I would only conclude by saying that knowing how the 
department bungled in the case of the Eden Canal in determining 
the ratel, I agree with Dr. Sanyal that the House should be consulted 
before the rate is actually levied. 

With these words, Sir, I support the amendment moved by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Mr, MANMATHA HATH ROY: Sij^ as/opj. belo^iging to the 
district of ifewrah, I feel that this project is going to render very 
little relief to that district. No flushing and irrigation scheme will be 
appreciated by the people of the district of Howrah unless it embraces 
the whole area of that heel which is known as Kadua Reel. In the 
W'hole of the district, as had been stated by iny ifriend, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Abdur Rauf of the opposition, the absence of flushing and 
irrigation measures is felt most iu tliis areaiJ^ Indeed, Government 
sanctioned a little over Rs. 20 lakhs some years ago for giving effect to 
« flushing and irriga^n'^^cheme in that area» Tllke work was taken 
uj) hv the Government an<l about a lakh of rupees was spent, but later 
on, it was abandoned. We fimHthat the present scheme^contemplates 
no barrage at Anita but only a sluice there. That will give n# relief 
to the whole of the Kadua Reel, and 1 beg of the Hon’ble Minister to 
include that area in the scheme. I have no doubt, Sir, that when a 
comprehensive scheme has been brought forward, the work in the 
Kadua Reel will be carried out at a smaller cost and I w’ould ask the 
Hon’ble Minister to give an assurance to this House that he will include 
that area in this scheme. 

Now', Sir, with regard to finance or the levy proposed. Government 
may proceed under the Development Act, but they must in that case be 
prepared to face public agitation. Government must make those, who 
are asked to pay, feel that the increased outturn is adequate or that 
one who pays gets adequate return for the money that he pays. The 
adoption. Sir,— if I may u.se the expression — of Na*i measures to 
determine the amount to be paid by way of levy will signally fail and 
the organisation or the agency that may he employed for the work 
must be iu a position to allay any panic like the one that was found 
at Rurdwan two years ago. Dr. SanyaRs amendment may allay the 
panic to some extent and piay help the Government in that may. 
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Sir» witli these few words. I support the amendment which haa 
been brought forward by Dr. Sanyal. 

Th« Hofi’bit Maharaja 8RI8CHAHDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbaiar: 

Sir,*I would first of ciii try to explain to the House the #l>ject of the 
applioation of the Hengal Development Act in tlie proposed scheme. 
The House is aware about tlie financial ]>osition of this Govemineut. 
If we depend upon the general resources of the j)rovince to Tukt? up 
improvement schemes of tliis dimension, it would never be {X^ible to 
do so. It is with a view that etich .scheme ihould be self-supporting that 
this Development Act was adopted by the previous tiovernment. The 
Act provides f(»r the assessment of the pre-canal as well as of the post- 
canal yield to find ouVthe exact increased outjmt of the land. Now 
Government is entitled to a maximum charge of 5(1 per cent, of the 
increased yield as i|ie w af er rate. I am sorry, Sir, that (his water rutt5 
has been teriiul^aii ft^^Cvy’^n the Act itself. It certuii|Jy cannot be 
called a levy. To quote the then Honourable Member in charge who, 
while piloting thi.s Bill in the old Touncil, said — “If 1 put one rupee 
to your pocket, why should you grudge ((» pay me eight annaaP*’ I 
feel that if we could .satisfy the cultivator that the yield hud actually 
intTeased as a result f>f tlo' improvement scheme he canm>t refuse to 
pay 50 per cent, of tl^ increased yield. That is the maximum rate. 
If there is no improvement, we are not going («> (duirge anything. I 
hope, that will Katisfy my friend Kazi^^q^dudul Haipie. 

Sir, according ?f> our scheme (he lands have toihe classified into high 
low, mar.shy land, etc., and their Jiield has also to be determined 
Bepara|ely. ^ft is not a case of finding out the average yield as some of 
my friends have been led to think, and then to chjirg’c the “levy.” It 
is true that it will never he possible t(j assess every higha of land 
sejtarately, hut I dure say it would lw» feasible to have a fair average 
for each class <jf land. 1 think, that will make the j>o8sibility of making 
an unfair assessment remote. Sir, if there he any iidditional income to 
anybody as a result of Government spending money for the improve* 
ment of the land, is it unfair to charge for a share of the cost? 

Sir, it has been challenged by some honourable members that in the 
Damodar area this system was a failure. I deny the charge. The 
reduction of rate from Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 2-9 was not for the reason that 
the increase yield did not justify the rate of Rs. 5-8, hut w’us based on 
a different ground altt>gether. Some honourable raemb€Ts thought at 
the time that as the Niemeyer Award had wiped out the capital cost 
Government had no justification to charge Rs. 5-8. The rate of R«. 2-9 
was thereujjon approved by a committee of this House who took into 
con.sideration only the maintenance cost of the scheme. (Dr. Naunaksha 
8axyal: Not the intere.st.) No. It has been proved by subseiiueni 
crop-cutting experiments in the Damodar area that Ibere is still justi- 
ficatioii for thc^rate of Rs. 5-8. A question has Wn asked as to how 
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often are we going to revise the rate. I would refer the honourable 
member to section 8(»?) where it will be found that after the expiry of 
2 years Government may revise the rate. It is certainly optional. 
Under the circumstances I feel justified in assuming the increased yield 
under this flushing scheme as has been already stated by me. This 
is certainly not a half-baked scheme. It has been carefully considered 
for a number of years and we have some valuable notes of Sir John 
Woodhfad, who had studied the question very thoroughly and the 
scheme now complete save and except the croi>-cutting experiments 
which we have undertaken. ^ The special feature of the scheme is the 
arrangement for flushing the country for the eradication of malaria. 
For this provision had to be tnade for three times additional quantity 
of water than was j)rovided for in the Daraodar scheme. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: Flooding scheme or flushing schenn*?) Flush- 
ing scheme. Put mustard oil in your ears I I claim that this is a 
novel feature at least for this province. ^ 

Secondly, there is the provision for a reservoir and one great 
advantage of a reservoir scheme is that it will enable Government to 
8upj)ly water in winter months. For the present the capacity of the 
reservoir would be sucli that would enable Government to supply water 
to about 40 thousand acres. But if it be found that there is demand 
for more water there i-s sufficient space there to arrange for a second 
reservoir or to enlarge the one which it is profibsed to construct. 

Sir, we have been criticised because we havfl not approached the 
Bihar Government, I do not think that is a borr^t statement. Our 
engineers have already visited the area with full knowledge and con- 
currence of the local officials to measure the capacity of |he urea and 
examine other details. As I have said, as soon as the House approves 
the scheme, we will move further in the matter. In my initial speech 
I have given a general outline of the scheme. If any honourable 
member is anxious to know the details of the sclieme, I shall welcome 
it and let him have any information he wants. The present proposal, 
as I have already stated, empow^ers Government to incur ex]>enditure 
and it will have to wait for the completion of the crop-cutting experi- 
ments when we will be in a position to decide about the rate. 

We have received several memorials from the people in the area to 
be benefited by the scheme urging Government to take up the scheme; 
but if, us is being contended by some honourable members, the people 
there even now change their mind and say tliat they do not want the 
scheme. Government would not thrust it upon them. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Crop-cutting experiments in post- 
camil areas or pre-canal areas? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think some speech cutting experiment should 
also l>e made! 
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Tht Hofi’bto Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ootaimliaiar: 

I may inform my friends that the improvement of the Kendua Reel i» 
included in tlie flushing scheme; so also is the Amta area. 

As regards the second barrage, as my friend Mr. Roy has demanded, 
I wHl leave that to the experts to advise if the barrage scheme will be 
a success to supply water to a much smaller area. 

I was astonished to hear my esteemed friend Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee not being able to understand how the figure of Rs. 2, C7, 00, 000 
rose to Rs. 3,10,00,000. I am sure he could have understood it if he 
only attempted to do so. The coiistnK’tion is likely to cost 
Rs. 2,67,00,000 hut to that has to be added the interest charges, the 
payment to the sinking fund, the cost of maintenant e and other indirect 
charges also. That will make the total cost to go up to Rs. 3 crores 
and 10 lakhs. Dr. Sanyal has (juoted the Damodar Canal construction 
as in instance of the work of the department where the original estimate 
was exceeded to a great degree. Sir, T am not here either to defend 
the Government who undertook tlie project or to state the reason why 
that estimate had to he ex(*eeded. We are conc.erne4l with this case and 
I can assure the House that we do our very best to see that the estimates 
are not exceeded. My friend forgets that much water have flowed down 
the river Ilooghly since the Damodar Canal was constructc<l and the 
time when wc take up this scheme. The honourable member can rest 
assured that if there'be any occasion to make any big alteration in the 
total estimate, the House will be taken into confidence. 

Sir, as regards the uiuendment, I would say that if the stage had 
been reached to consider the rate <>f the “levy”, I would have been 
only tcH) gliid to invite some representatives of the various jKirties und 
groups to come and advise me. Dr. Sanyal has himself said that he 
does ru)t know when the scheme is to fructify, and under the circum- 
stance.s w’ill there be any use in accepting a resolution of this nature P 
But, Sir, I can assure the House that having regard to our post 
experience and also to the feeling which the House expressed while dis- 
cussing the Damodar Canal question, Government will take into con- 
sideration all factors before finally coming to a decision about the rate. 
(Dr. NALiNAKsn.\ Sanyal: Why not take the House into con- 
fidence?) Then again there may be administrative difficulties. The 
House may not be in session when Government will be called upon to 
fix the rate. (Mr. Jogf-sh Chaniira Gupta: Every 2 or 3 months 
the House is in session.) (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That is no 
excuse.) Besides this, as I have already stated, there will }>e various 
factors, the classification of land, the consideration of the quality 
and quantity of yield, and various other things, about which I do not 
think it will be convenient for the House as a whole to consider and to 
come to a decision. 
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Sir, after what I have stated just now, I would appeal to my friend 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Sir, I forgot to answer one question asked by my friend Mr, Morgan. 
As I have already stated, Government will take up the scheme as eoon 
as financial conditions of the country will j>ermit us to borrow the mpney 
at a reasonable rate of interest. But I cannot say whether for that we 
should wait till the war is over. Of course, we would always guard 
against paying excessive ])rice8 for the materials in executing the 
scheme. 

As regards assuring that the scheme will not affect the Hooghly, I 
can only say that as far as we have been advised by experts, there is not 
even the remotest danger on that score. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakshe Sanyal that to the Government 
resolution the following be added, namely: — 

“and is further of opinion tlmt the improvement levy should be at 
a rate to be approved by this House,” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar — 

“that this Assembly is of opinion and recommends that an improve- 
ment levy should be imposed in the area to be served by the 
Dainodar-Hooghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme,” 

was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournnmt 


It being 8-15 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 4th 
September, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProceecliBgt of tlio Bengal Legislative Asseaibly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Th-e Assemi'J.y met in the Afisembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 4th September, at 4-45 p.m. 


Pment: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AzizrL Haqte, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 210 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anaarors w e re fnren) 

Estihlishiiient of a fomalo training aolioot at Chittagong. 

^234. Mre HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that there is only one female training school (junior and 

senior) with limited accommodation at Dacca in Eastern 
Bengal ; 

(ii) that there is provision for 30 stipends of Rs.lO only; 

(m) that there are several girls* high English and middle English 
schools in the Chittagong Division besides the girls* primary 
schcHils ; 

(ft?) that with the introduction of free primary education in this 
Division demand for trained female teachers has Wn very 
great; 

(v) that every year admission is refused to several candidates for 
want of accommodation ; 

(vi) that it is disadvantageous for the female candidates from 
(Chittagong Division to get training at Dacca; and 

(vii) that without an adequate number of trained female teachers 
female education in the CJhittagong Division is likely to 
suffer ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the ailinnafive, are the Government 
mnsidering the desirability of establishing a female training school 
junior and senior) at Chittagong in the near future? 
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MIKI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (0, {Hi) to {vH) Yes. 

(ii) There is prorision for 48 stipends of Rs.lO a month each. 

(h) The question is under consideration. 

Jurisdiction of Muhammadan Marriage Registration Office at JamalfNirt 

Mymensingh. 

•235. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
(charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the police-station of Melandaha and 
Madarganj in the district of Mymensingh are within the 
jurisdiction of Jainalpur Kazi’s Office; and 

{ii) whether it is a fact that one of the additional Marriage 
Registrar’s Offices proposed to be established either at 
Nanduni or Narundi within the Jamalpur thana instead of 
at the adjacent thana headquarters? 

{h) If the answers to {a) are in the affimiatire, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, year by year, for the last three years, 
the average income from registration of marriages within the jurisdic- 
tion of — 

(1) Malnndaha police-station, 

(2) Madarganj police-station, and 

(3) the proposed jurisdiction of the new additional office within 

the Jamalpur thana? 

{c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of consulting 
the local Advisory Committee before arriving at any final decision 
regarding the location of the new offices os a result of the splitting up 
of the parent office at Jamalpur? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ; {a) (t) Yes. 

{ii) The splitting up of the jurisdiction of the Jamalpur office is 
under consideration. 



1937. 

1938. 

1939. 


Rs. a. 

Ks. a. 

Rs. 

(M (1) . . 

.. 1,123 8 

794 0 

870 

(2) .. 

.. 222 8 

250 8 

519 


(3) As the question of jurisdiction rf the proposed office has not 
been decided, no figures can be furnished. 

(c) The District Advisory Committee are consulted on such ques> 
tions before final decision is arrived at. 
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Miltfvi MD. I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the decisions of the District Advisory Committee are always 
respected with regard to the splitting up of offices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as practicable. 

FiUlfig up 0 # vmnoMa in ttia ft«Jah«lii Oollioliomtib 

*236. Mtuivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state^ — 

(a) the number of vacancies which occurred in the clerical posts 

under the Collectorate of Rajshahi since the recent decision 
of Government in regard to communal ratio in service; and 

(b) how manj' of them have been filled up by — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Permanent 8 and temporary 
17. 


(6) (1) Hindus (permanent 2 and temporary 9), and (2) Muslims 
(permanent 6 and temporary 8). 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state A^hetlier the numbers of permanent appointments of 
Hindus and Muslims are in consonanoe with the comniunul ratio? 

The Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The permut>ent 
appointments are made by promotion and temporary appointments of 
course are strictly according to the communal ratio rules, but as my 
honourable friend is aware that if members of one community get more 
appointments by promotion, then the deficiency in the number of 
appointments filled l)> promotion is made up by direct recruitment from 
tbe other community. 

Fillifig up cf the brc ic iw i of the Gbotuo oireuit ombonkinont in 
Midnaporo. 

*237. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Det>ariment be 
pleased to state whether any expert opinion was taken from the Public 
Health Department before the filling up of the breaches of the Chetua 
circuit in the district of Midnapore? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action the Government contemplate 
taking for the flushing scheme at proposed by the Public Health 
Department? 

MIHI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS AND WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Maharaja Srieohandra NaiNly« el Coesim- 
bazar): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Union Bench of Nancor, Birbhum. 

*240. Dr. SARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJIt (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(0 that since the beginning of the year 194(1, only 5 petitions have 
been filed in the Union Bench of Nanoor (IJirbhuni) ; 

(u) that all the accused in these cases applie<l to the Ssdar Sub- 
divisional Officer for transfer of the cases to other courts; 

(tit) that the petitions were all summarily rejected; 

(tr) that the said Bench refuses to supply to parties concerned 
necessary (!opies of orders passed against them ; and 

(r) that important portions of evidence are not recorded P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

(r) Is it a fact that Gour Sarkar and Jatadhari Sarkar were com- 
pelled to walk over miles of road on foot to go to jail after convic- 
tion, in spite of the existence of convenient railway communication 
for the journey? 

MINISTER in ohargt of tho JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Naiirib Mutharruff Hosuin, Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) No. 

Fourteen petitions have been filed up to date. 

(ii) No. Only in 3 cases. 

(m) to (r) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Xo. Only the accused Jatadhari Sarkar was sentenced to impn» 
soruient and he was sent to jail on ftmt to minimise costs. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN; With reference to answer (c), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether all accused persons 
sentenced to imprisonment by the Nanoor Union Court are sent to Jail 
by foot to minimise cost? 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khaif Bahadur; I 

know* about one case, but I do not know of any other. 

Atia Forests in Tangail. 

•241. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (<>) Will th» Htm’lle* 

, Minister in charge of the Forest and Exci.se Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) when the Atia Forest in Tangail, Mymensingh, was made pro- 
tected or reserve<l ; 

(it) the name of the proprietors of the Atia Forest; 

(Hi) the name of the proprietors who signed the last agreement w’ilh 
their actual respective .shares; 

(ir) for how many years the agreement was made ; and 

(v) when the agreement will expire? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the Atia Forest is scattered over an extensive area of 
arable lands inU>rs]>ersed with ]>atches of jungles standing as 
ialands in the midst of the cultivated fields comprising about 
80 villages; 

(ft) that the people of those villages cultivate the arable lands; 

(lit) that the Government derive no imome from the management 
of the Atia Forest; and 

(tr) that in the budget discussion of the now' defunct llengal 
liCgislative Council on the lOtli March, a cut motion 

for releasing the Alia Forest was carried by a majority of 
votes ? 

(c) If the answ’er to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state w’hether the Government contemplate the 
release of the Atia Forest from the Forest management? 

MINI8TER in ehargg of th# FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hofi’bio Mr. PmailfMl Dob Raikut): (a) (i) The Atia Forests 
were notified as reserved foreats in 1927 and 1928. 
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(//) and (tii) Two statements, one showing tile names with shares 
of the proprietors of the Atia Forests and the other showing the names 
with shares of the proprietors whd signed the last agreement, have been 
placed on the liibrary table. 

{iv) Ten ^ years. 

(v) 81 st March, 1941. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Release will not be to the best interest of all concerned. 

Mri MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With respect to answer (c), does 
the Hon’ble Minister mean by this that even the cultivators’ interest 
would suffer if the Atia Forest be released ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Yes, Sir, the in- 
terests of all the interested people woujd suffer. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the points on which the Hon’ble Minister has come to that 
conclusion ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: The reasons have 
been clearly stated in the West Bengal Forest Enquiry Committee 
Report. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
neither the cultivators nor the private landlords want reservation? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No, Sir, I do not 
think so. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answere to which were laid on the tehle) 

Amount of oduoation oees realised in Mymensingjh distriot. 

117. Mnuivi ABDUL WAHED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the amount of 
the etlucatiou cess realised in the district of Mymensingh during the 
year 1938-39? 

The HoffMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Rs.5,84,658. 
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AppointiiMfit of CtMifiMn of SaiiotiiiMKl Dobt Sottlimoiil toonlf 

Tippora. 

Its. Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTAi (a) Will the Uon ble 

Miiyster in charge of the CD-ojK^iative (’reilit and Burul ludebtedneas 
Dejxirtment be pleased to state whether appointments of the Chairmen 
of Debt Settlement Bcxirds are made on the reixnt of the Subdivieioiml 
Officers, Si)ecial Officers and Circle Officers? 

{b) Is the Hon’ ble MinisU‘r aware — 

(i) that one Balm Lai Behari Bhattarharjee was upixMiited as Chair- 
man of the Sahebalmd ]>t‘hi Settlement Board wit Inn jmlice- 
station Burichang, Sadar subdivision, district Ti]>t)era, in 
April, 1940; and 

(ti) that he has been replaced by Munshi Jiiinat Ali Bhuiya 
Cffiandipur? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde Minister 
be pleased to state the reason tor the ( ancellatioii of the ap|H»intm(*nt of 
Lai Behari Babu? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT AND 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Mullick): (a) and (/>) (0 Yes. 

(li) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Babu Lai Bihari Bhattacbarjee is still the 
Chairman of the Sahebabad Debt Settlement Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The question was ’’is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that he has been replaced by Munshi Jinnat Ali 
Bhuiya” and the answer was “no”. My question now is whether Bahu 
Lai Bihari Bhattacbarjee is still the Chainnan of the Debt Settlement 
Board? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said “Yes”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is Bahu U\ Biliari Bhatta- 
charjee still the Chairman of the Debt Settlement Board? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I hare given 

the answer as “Yes”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. But it does not mean that he 
is still the Chairman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I read the answer, he was the Chairman, but 
he is not the Chairman now. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I want to know whether he is 
still the Chairman. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: He is still 
the Chairman and he will perhaps continue in that capacity until the 
reconstitution of the Board. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Your answer does not show that he is still the 
Chairman. Your answer to (b) (ii) is “No”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: He is still 
the (Chairman. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: From your answer to (h) (ii) 
it would apjM'ar that he was not repla<ed by Munshi Jiunat AH Bhuiya. 
But he might have been replaced by somebody else. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: He has not 

been replaced yet. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will he be replaced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I don’t know 
that. 

ReiJisation of grazing fee in Western Dim Government 
Khas Mahal. 

119. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bevenue Dej^artment be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing in respect of Western Huars 
Government Kha.s Mahal, Jalpaiguri: — 

(i) the present rate of glazing fee per annum — 

(1) per buffalo for foreign professional graaiers, 

(2) j>er buffalo for local graziers, 
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(3) per ploughing buffnlo, and 

(4) per cow; 

(ii) total area of lands H^ieiially reserved for grazing purjxjses at 
the times of — 

(1) Milligan setileineut, 

(2) Mukherjee settleiiieut, and 

(3) in 1939-40; and 

(tii) total amount of grazing fees — 

(1) charged, 

(2) realised, and 

(3) the ex|»enditnre ineurml in reali.sing these fees in the 
yeais 1930-31, 1934-35 and 1939-40 H 

(5) Is it a fa<*t that grazing fees are Udng realised from all the 
owners of cattle living within the radius id a mile or more from a 
reserved grazing land irrespective of the fact whether theii animals 
actually graze in the leserved field or not? 

(c) Is it a fact (hat fm the high rate of grazing f(*(‘s, the number 
of cattle is gradually deci easing and for <‘onHe(|uent want of cheap dung 
manuie about 50 jier < ent. of lands in northern area arc at present lying 
fallow ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

{h) and (c) No. 

StaUment referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No, 119, 

Rs. a. 

(•) Present rate of grazing fee per annum — 

(1) per buffalo for fon^ign professional graziers . . 6 0 

(2) per buffalo for k>cal graziers . . 3 0 

(3) per ploughing buffalo . . 0 8 

(4) per cow . . . . 0 6 

(tt) Total areas of lands specially reserved for grazing 
purposes at the times of— 

Acres. 

(1) Milligan settlement .. .. Ktl 

(2) Mukherjee settlement . . . . 17^948 *94 

(3) in 193940 . . . . 10^ -44* 

^Including 1,206' 93 acres of khan lan;Ia which though not specially notided have also 
been reserved for gnuing. 
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(»«) Total amount of grazing fees — 

1930-31. 

Rs. 

1934-35. 

Re. 

1939-40. 

Rs. 

(1) Charged 

23,120 

16,867 

11,423 

(2) Realised 

16,406 

10,082 

8,121 

(3) Kxpenditure incurred in 

3,684 

3,615 

3,190 


realising these fees. 


Babu UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the number of cattle in the 
grazing area is diminishing day by day as a result of abnormal increase 
in (he rate of grazing fees from the time of Milligan Settlement? 

Tha Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is decreasing, 
that is a fact, but not due to the rate of grazing fees. 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that owing to the gradual diminish- 
ing in the number of cattle, the Duars land is suffering from want of 
manure? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That has not been 
brought to the notice of the Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government have in contempla- 
tion the reduction of the grazing fees? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tha Caloutta Municipal (Amandmant) Bill, 1940. 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I beg to introduce the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill, 1940. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill,) 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee coneisting of: — 

(1) Mr. Abdur Rabman Siddiqi, 

(2) Mr. K. Nooruddin, 

(3) Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani, 









(4) Mr. Syed Badmdduja, 

Sban Sahib Maulvi Mohammad Solaiman, 

(5) Maharajknmar Uday Chand Mahtab, 

(7) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, u.b,e., 

(8) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(9) Mr. F. J. Marindin, 

(10) Mr. C. W. Miles, 

(11) Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(12) Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker, and 
(18) the mover, 

• with instructions to submit their report by the 31st January, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I know, Sir, whether 
the consent of Maharajkurnur Uday Chand Muhtab and Mr. Hem 
Chandra Nasker was taken ? 


The Hon’bte Nawirab Khwaja HABIBULtAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

Yes. 

Sir, this is the second time I stand before the House w’ith a Bill for 
an amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act. Jaist year w'hen the 
Calcutta Mtinicipal ( Ainendnient ) JtiJl, 1939, which has since been 
enacted into law, was placed before this House, one of the grounds on 
which the Bill was opposed hy several members of the 0j)po8ition was 
that it contained no provision designed to bring about an ijitproveinent 
in the internal adininistraiiou of the Corporation. The trend of the 
criticism was that the mhiHiiistrution <d the city which was admitte<lly 
far fronj .satisfactory called for remedial measures far nmre urgently 
than a change in the constitution of the Corporation itself. 

In reply to this criticism both tl»c Hon ’hie Cliief Minister and 
myself informed the HoU.se that the question of the reform of the 
internal administration of the ( ’orfmration had been engaging the 
serious attention of Government for some time past and we gave an 
assurance to the House that Government would not delay in bringing 
a second Bill which wcmld be mainly directe^l towards this object. The 
present Bill which has ju.st been introduced implements the assurance 
then given to the House. Sir, while I welcome criticism of the various 
detailed provisions of the Bill anti suggestions for improvement, if any, 

I would remind the House that the Bill is intended to meet a wide- 
spread demand for improving the efficiency and tone of the administra- 
tion of the Corporation and I trust the Bill considered in tbis light will 
meet with a large measure of acceptance in this House. 

II 
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As members ere aware, tbe amending Bill was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 13th June, 1940, i.e., more than two months 
before its introduction in this House. In the Statement of Objects 
and Beasons appended to the BiH, I have tried to give an idea of the 
main provisions of the Bill and I have indicated briefly the reasmis 
which have actuated Government in bringing forward those proposals 
for amendment. I will now proceed to examine in some detail the 
more important amongst these proposals and shall then pass on to an 
examination of the criticisms which have up till now been received by 
Government and which have from time to time been voiced in the press 
and on the platform. 


Sir, I shall first of all deal with the iwoposals for the assumption 
tol effective powers of control in case of default or abuse of power by 
the Corporation. The present Act arms the Government with certain 
powers of control but it has been found from experience that these 
powers of control cannot be properly enforced for want of effective 
sanctions. Under section 15 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, the 
Provincial Government may require the Corporation to furnish them 
w’ith any return, statement, estimate, statistics or other information 
regarding any matter under their control; a report on any such matter; 
or a copy of any document in their charge. But Government are not 
empowered to secure compliance with any such requisition. As an 
alternative, the Provincial Government may, under section 16, depute 
an officer or officers to make an inspection or examination of any 
department, office, service, work or thing under the control of the 
Corporation, and to report to them the result of such inspection or 
examination. Under the provisions (»f this section any officer deputed 
by Government may, for the purpose of such inspection or examina* 
tion, require the Corporation to produce any reconl, corresjxmdence, 
plan or document, to furnish any returti, estimate, statement, account 
or statistics or to furnish any report. Although sub-section (3) of 
this section prescribes that every requisition made shall be complied 
with by the Corporation without delay, the Act provides no remedy 
against refusal by the Corporation to comply with such requisition. 
Then again, section 17 of the Act provides that if, on receipt of any 
document furnished under section 15 or any report submitted under 
section 16, the Provincial Government are of opinion that (a) any of 
the duties imposed by or under this Act has not been performed or has 
been performed in an imperfect, inefficient or unsuitable manner or (h) 
adequate financial provision has not been made for the performance 
of any such duty, the Provincial Government may, by written order, 
direct the Corporation within a period to be specified in the order to 
make arrangements to their satisfaction for the proper performance of 
the duties referred to in clause («) or to make financial provision to 
their satisfaction for the performance of any duty, as the case may 
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be. (Jovemment, however, will not be in a position to discharge their 
responiflulity under section 17 of the Act unless they have authentic 
information regarding the affairs of the Corporation. It is no doubt 
true that sections 15 and 16 of the Act provide for the means for obtain- 
iiag such information but, as I have already shown, Government have 
no power, in the event of deliberate refusal by the Corporation, to 
com|^l obe<lience to their directions under those seofions. The 
position, therefore, is that without the voluntary co-operation of the 
Corporation the power which the Government have under section 17 
will remain a dead letter. Suji-section X7) of section 18 of the Act 
provides that if within the period fixed by any order issued under 
section 17 any action directecf^iereunder has not been duly taken, 
the Provincial Government may appoint some person to take the action 
* so directed and may further direct that his remuneration together with 
the cost of taking such action shall be met out of the municipal fund. 
Sub-section ( 2 ) of the section prescribes that the person so appointed 
shall exercise any of the powers conferred by or under the Act which 
are specified in that behalf in the order iasued under sub-section (/). 
The intention obviously is that when a person is appointe<l under section 
18 to perfonu certain dufies of the Corporation which have not been 
performed or w’hich have been perfonned in an imperfect, inefficient 
or unsuitable manner, the particular department or the establishment 
concerned will cease to function and will be virtually superseded. In 
the absence of any sj)ecific provision to this effect, however, the depart- 
ment or the establishment concerned of the Corporation may continue 
to function side by side with the agency appointed by Government. 
Two separate agencies may thus be functioning at the same time for 
the performance of the same duties and the result may either be 
duplication of charges to the detriment of the Corporation Fund or if 
they were at cross purposes the activities of one may very well nullify 
the efforts of the other. I hofie I have been able to convince the 
House that the existing powers of control in sections 15, 16, 17 and 
18 of the Act can haidly be enforced for want of effective sanctions. 
An attempt has been made in the Bill to fill up the lacuna in the Act 
under this head as far as possible. The present Bill proposes to make 
provision on the lines of the Bengal Municipal Act for the supersession 
of a department of the (Corporation in case of proved incompelency or 
failure to perform, or default in the performanc.e of its duties or when 
it has exceeded or abused its powers. It will thus be seen that Govern- 
ment do not propose to arm themselves with new or additional powers 
in this respect but merely gives effect to the implicit intentions of the 
Legislature which have not been clearly expressed in the existing 
provisions of the Act. (Bai Harendra Nath Chacohvri: Question.) 

The other alternative remedy proposed in the Bill, namely, dissolu- 
tion of the body of Councillors and Aldermen is merely an appeal to the 
Electorate to return a fresh batch of their representatives to replace 



148 ' OOVEENMENT BILL'! [4th S»t., 

thofte who have either proved their incompetency to perform their 
duties or have performed their duties in an imperfect, inefficient and 
unsuitable manner. It provides for a milder remedy in circumstances 
which mig’ht call for the superiession of a department of the Corpora- 
tion and can hardly be described as an act of direct encroachment by 
Government; on the rights of the Corporation. , 

Section 19 of the Act already gives Government power to annul the 
proceedings of the Corporation which is not in conformity Tvith law, 
the rules or the by-laws. By clause 5 of the Bill Government seeks to 
extend this power of annulment to any such proceedings of a Committee 
or Sub-('Ommittee of the (’orporation. The reason for this is obvious. 
The powers of the Corporation may ^e delegated to a Committee or 
Suh-('ommittee and it is only logical to provide that the proceedings of 
such (committee or Sub-Committee which are not in conformity with 
law w’ould be liable to be annulled by the Provincial Government. 
The proposed clause (h) of section 19 proposes to give power to the 
Provincial Government to si^pend any resolution of the Corporation or 
Standing Committee or any Sub-Committee which is likely to lead to 
a serious breach of the peace or to cause serious injury or annoyance 
to the public or to any class or body of persons. The exercise of such 
powers by Government may sometimes become necessary in the interests 
of the rute-pay(*is themselves and the provision has been made on the 
lines of the corresponding provision in section 548 of the Bengal 
Municii)al Act. 

1 now come to another important part of our proposals, namely, the 
ap]>ointmeiit of a Government OHicer as tlio Chief Execntive Officer of 
the ( 'orporation and the setting up of a Statutory Service (''ommission 
in connection with appointments to higher posts in the Corporation. 
Under the provisions of section 5] of the existing Act, the appointment 
of the Chief Executive Officer is made by the (Wporatiou but bis 
appointment, salary, allowances nml conditions of service are subject 
to the approval of the ]*rovincial Government. The appointment to 
certain other specified posts is also similarly subject to the approval of 
Government ; hut as a matter of policy Government have in the past 
very rarely exercised their powers of veto in regard to these appoint- 
ments. Appointment to the remaining higher posts is made by the 
C/orporation on the recommendation of the Services Committee, appoint- 
ment below a certain monetary limit which has been varied from time 
to time by the Corporation being made by the Chief Executive Officer. 
Past experience has demonstrated that such appointments have been 
made by the Corporation more on personal or party or political considera- 
tions than in the interests of the efficiency of the administration. Even 
the appointments which are made by the Chief Executive Officer by 
virtue of the i>owers delegated to him by the C'orporation have not been 
free from the influence of individual Councillors or of the party in 
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power or of other iotereste. The Chief Executire Officer is the 
executiTe head of the Corporation and all other officers and servants of 
the Corporation are subordinate to him. While the party commanding 
the majority in the Corporation might legitimately claim to lay down 
the main lines of the jwlicy of the administration, it was naturally 
expected that the actual execution of the jwlicy should be left to the 
Chief Executive Officer unhampered by political or any other extra- 
neous influence, i'nfortunately, however, such expectations, as is well 
known to the House, have not been realised. Instead of being content 
to guide the policy, the party in power has sought to interfere with the 
day to day administration of the Corporation. Interference by 
individual Councillors purel\ on personal grounds has also been a dis- 
turbing feature of the administration. That the Chief Executive 
Officer has not been able to resist such interference is due to the fact 
that his continuance in office has very largely depended on the 
sufferance of the Councillors and Alderiii^n concerned. The appoint- 
ment of uiKiunlified and undesirable persons to responsible posts in the 
Corporation, often at the instance of individual Councillors or in 
furtherance of party interests, has undermined all discipline amongst 
the subordinate staff of the Corporation, and has resulte<l in a marked 
deterioration in the general efficiency and tone of the administration. 

This wid(*spr(‘nd evil bus existed for a long time, and I hope the 
House will agree with no* that a ^Ira-^tie remedy is now called for. The 
matter has Imm-ii engaging the anxious and serious attention of Govern- 
ment for some time. The obvious remedy is to free the head of the 
Corporation Executive from the sphere of jnfiuen(‘e of individual 
Councillors and Aldermen or of the party in pow(*r ; and tl»e only 
efbetive manner in which this can be done is to adopt the system which 
prevails in Mu<lras and Jloinhay, namely, to appoint u servant of the 
Crown with adeiiuate administrative exi)erienee who shall 1m; a whole 
time officer of the Corporation and shall he removable at tlu* instance 
of two-thirds ul tlie members (»f the Corfioration. Our proposals 
further provide that while appointments to jiosts carrying a salary up 
to Hs. 50 per month sliall l>e made by the f'bief Executive Officer, all 
other posts shall be filled up on tlie recommendation of a Statutory 
Service Commission to be set up on the lines of the l^rovincial Public 
Service Commission. The machinery thus projwsed to be set up will 
effectively eliminate all extraneous influence which has so long o|>erated 
to the prejudice of the legitimate interests of the rate-payers and 
secured the appointments of suitable candidates to posts and services 
under the Corporation solely in the Interests of efficiency of adminis- 
tration. 

I will now turn to another important feature of the Bill which no 
doubt will be readily acceptable to all sections of the House. I refer 
to the proposal* for a substantial lowering of the franchise qualifications • 



150 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[4th Sept*, 


go US to widen the electorate. The proposals mainly are to reduce the 
(fOiisoIidated rate qualifications fi’om Rs. 12 to Rs. 6 per annum; the 
occupancy rent qualifications from Rs. 25 to Rs. 12 per month and the 
consolidated rate (lualification in respect of a ImUee from Rs. ^2 to 
Rs. 0 per annum. The franchise is also extended for the first time to 
an occupier of huts in a bustee who has paid rent at the rate of not less 
than Rs. 5 per mensem. 

Lastly, as explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
Government have taken the opportunity of introducing certain neces- 
sary amendments for removing certain defects and lacuna^ in the Act 
which have been brought to their notice from time to time. 

Sir, 1 will now proceed to an examination (»f some of the main 
criticisms that have been directled against the provisions of the Bill. 
Tl»e Bill lias been generally characterised as an undemocratic, anti- 
national and a retrograde measure, intended to strike at the ver>' root 
of the autonomy of the (’orf)oration. It has been said that the Bill will 
redu(!e the autonomous Corporation to a subordinate department of the 
Government. Another critic has remarked that the main object of the 
Bill is to destroy the autonomy ot the Corjioration and to curtail its 
powers. Let me at the outset disclaim most emphatically any such 
intention on the jiart of Government. Government are not actuated by 
any desire to curtail the powers of the Corporation or to interfere with 
its freedom of action in the management of its own affairs. 
(Mr el(Kii .sii ('iiAMiKA Gi CTA : Are you sincere in what you are saying?) 
Yes, very sincere. 

So long as the (kirporation manages its own affairs in an efficient 
and proper manner witliout detriment to the interests of the rate-payers 
of the city, there is no ground for interference liy Government. But 
it must be readily admitted that when the affairs of even an autonomous 
body like the Calcutta (Corporation are hopelessly mismanaged, w'hen 
persons in authority fail to discharge their duties efficiently or abuse 
their powers, the Act constituting the local authority must provide some 
form of control as a remedy against such mismanagement or misuse of 
powers. The criticisms so far received, wliich are directed against the 
provisions in the Bill relating to control by (Government, appear to be 
based on a misconception of the powers and functions of a CJorporation. 
It seems to have been assumed that wdien a self-governing institution 
enjoying large powers of internal administration is created by Statute 
it should be entirely free from outside control and that even if it« 
affairs are grostsly mismanaged, neither the Government nor the Legis- 
lature should have any power of contnd over its actions. In other 
wordvs, that an autonomous self-governing institution should be allowed 
to function as an in imperio. I am afraid that this is a 

» doctrine which can hardly be accepted or defended on principle. The 
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Corporation is a’ creation of the Statute, with limited powers and func- 
tions, intended to be exercised and discharged for certain specific pur- 
poses, and Government cannot divest themselves of their ultimate 
resiynsihility for seeing that its powers are not abused, or that its duties 
*are performed in a sound, suitable and eftieieni manner. (Interrup- 
tions and laughter from the Congress Benches.) Sir, may 1 ujipeal to 
you to ask my friemls on tin* other side to allow me to proceed un- 
interrupted P 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. laughter is per- 
luissible in Parliament. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think , it is becoming too much. After all, this 
is a liCgislature and everybody is entitled to have his say uninterrupted, 
you also will be entitled to have your say. One man may occasionally 
interject — 1 have always alhjwed it. Hut when there is a chorus, it is 
then that it become.s intolerable. 

Mr. ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKER: Yet, Dr. Sanyal is not hero. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut , 1 am afraid, Mr. Abu ilossain Surker is here I 
(l.»u ugliter.) 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

1 need not remind the Hou.nc that the prc.scnt Government is a popular 
(b)vernmcnt rt*s[)oiisihl«‘ to the J/cgislat ore, and is very difierent from 

the previous hureaiicralie torm ot Goveriiincnt and that (Ilai 

IIakkndka Xati[ CnM i»iirKi: (iuestitm. ) Yt)u inay (inestion, hnt this 

is true. control hy (lovernment really means control hy the 

people through their represeiitutives in the l^^gislature. I have 
already pointed out that Chapter II, l*art II of the A('t already pro- 
vides hy implication for a limited torm of sujiersession hy Government 
and my present projuisals in this dire< tiou merely seek to make explicit 
what is alreatly implicit, and to provide tor eftective sanctions for the 
exercise of such remedial powers of control. 

It has been suggested by some critics that the powers of control with 
which Government projKise to arm themselves will be exercised 
arbitrarily and that ai'tion will lie taken to supersede a department of 
the Corporation or to dissolve the Imdy of Councillors and Aldermen 
often at their sweet will, on the plea of incompetency or ueglei;i of 
duty. I am surprised that such an irresponsible .statement can be 
made by anylnidy. Similar priwers of control have been given to 
Government under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act alao; 
but I may mention for the information of the House that such powers 
have not beensused by Government except on rare occasions, and tbat^ 
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after repeated warnings when they have failed to produce any improve- 
ment in the administration of the municipality concerned. In no case 
have Government thought it right to intervene until and unless they 
were convinced that such intervention was justified and was necessary 
in the interests of the rate-payers themselves. There is no reason to 
think thal in the case of the Calcutta Corporation there will be any 
departure in the policy which has hitherto been followed by Government 
in regard to this matter. In any case, under the present system of 
Government, the Ministry is ultimately responsible to the Legislature 
and any action that is taken by a Minister must have the support of the 
majority of the House. Even if we assume for the sake of argument 
that the Minister will be so unwiw* as to exercise his powers of control 
arbitrarily in any particular case without due regard to the circum- 
stances and merits of the case, this House will have full powers to 
administer the necessary corrective and to compel the Minister to take 
action in accordance with the wishes of the majority of the House. 

A considerahlc volume id’ criticism has been directed towards the 
proposal for the apixiintnauit of a servant of the Crown as Chief 
Executive Officer of the f'orporation . Exception has also been taken 
to the proposal for the setting up of a Statutory Service Commission in 
regal'd to a]»])(»iutments in the higher posts of the (^>^])o^ation. It has 
been alleged tliat the intention underlying this pro[tosal is to transfer 
patronage from the Corporation to Oovernment and to I'onvert the 
(\wpora(ion itito a men* suboidinute department of (ioveriiment. It 
has further been stated that the Chief Executive* Officer to be appointed 
by Oovernment will be a “Minister iit miniateire” with tlie Corporation 
as his jHU’tfolio. 1 ha\e already adverted lo the cireumstances w'hicb 
have compelled Government to propose a ehaiige in the existing provi- 
"ion^ e)f the Act. Hefore (he Calcutta Municipal Act, 1928, came into 
tone*, the (''hainuau of tlie ('orporatiou was an ai)pointed official of 
(bivernmeiit. rnder the City Municipal Acts of Hoinlmy and Madras, 
the (’hief Executive Officer or the '‘Commissioner” is a person appoint- 
ed by (lovernment and as a matter of practice a servant of the Crown 
with administrative ability and experience is always apiminted a« 
“Commissioner”. When the constitution of the Corporation was 
democratised in 1928, Sir Surendra Nath Haiierjee thought it desirable 
to deofiicialise the executive head of the Corjwwation and provision was 
accordingly made for the appointment of its Chief Executive Officer 
by the Corporation itself subject to the approval of the IxHial Govern- 
ment. Hopes were entertained that the Chief Executive Officer 
appointed by the Corjmratiou wtmld be free to discharge his functions 
in the best interests of the rate-payers of Calcutta unhampered by 
political influence and without undue interference by individual Coun- 
cillors and Aldermen. As I have stated before, such hopes have 
unfortunately been grievously belied. It has been admitted both in 
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the press and by prominent public men that the internal administra- 
tion of the Corporation baa gone from bad to worse and that some 
drastic remedies are called for. Acts <»f jobl^ery, ncjmtism and undue 
discrimination have been so rampant in every department of the 
Qorpftration that even Mr. Snhhas ('handra Hose, wlio has long Iwen 
a8socidU*d with the Corporation and is fully ciuiversant with its inner 
working, was compelled to liken it to an Augean stable requiring 
Herculean efforts to cleanse it. It will he a<lmitted on all hands that 
such a state of things can hardly be tolerated by any Government. 
After careful consideration Government have thought it to he desirable 
to amend the Act ho as to elupo^^er them to appoint as the Executive 
Head of the Corporation a tried H(‘rvant of the (h'own whose ability, 
honesty and integrity will command public- confidence and who W'ill 
be in a position to discharge his heavy and arduous duties and respon- 
sibilities in a satisfat'tfu y manner, witliout undue interference by the 
representative of tlie rate-payers in the (h»rporation. 1 confess there 
is some force in tin* contention that th<* propos<*d measure is a retro- 
grade one, not ([uitt- in harm<m\ with progressive, demoeralic ideas of 
JoeuI self-government ; hut 1 hope the House will agree with me that 
cireumstanees have compelled Government to retrace their stejis in this 
matter. Viewed against the background of nepotism, inefheieuey and 
corruption which have characteriM-d the administration of the Corpora- 
tion during the last few years, our proposals appear to oiler the only 
effective remedy that can he thought of and may on that ground he 
fully justified. I do not attach any importance to the argument which 
has been seriously put iorward that the Chief Kxe<-iitive (Mlicer to he 
appointed by (ft»vernment will le guideil in all matters h\ the dictates 
of the Ministry and that he would nut dare to exercise his independence 
in the discharge of liis duties in the (orporation. On the lontrary, if a 
suitable officer is selec-ted for the job, tlu-re is no reason to think that 
he will be unable to [ireserve his independence or that he will not dis- 
charge his duties impartially without fear or favour. Without having 
to lean on the suppjut of individual Councillors and Aldermen for his 
very existence he will he in a l>etter position to discharge his onerous 
and responsible duties in uu effi<*ient manner in the best interests of the 
rate-payers. 

As regards the setting up of a Statutory Service (ommission in 
respect of appointments to the higher offices in the Corporation, I may 
remind the House that the proposal is based on the analogy- of the 
ProTincial Public Service Commission in regard to (iovernment appoint- 
ments. In the field of local self-government, the proposal is not 
altogether a novel one. The lx)cal Authorities (Officers and Employees) 
Act of 1926 of the Irish Free State contemplates the establishment of a 
body of liocal Appointments Commissioners who are charged with the 
doty of selectinf persons to be appointed to certain specified potU under 
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the local authorities. The sole object is to ensure the selection of suit- 
able and qualified candidates for' posts in the Corporation with a view 
to improving the administration of the city services. Government 
trust that it will be realised that the iService Commission will b^ of 
real help to the Corporation in securing: the employment of the most 
efficient men and will thus serve to improve the j)ersonnel of the staff 
of the Corporation of Calcutta. This step should on no account be 
taken as a wilful encroachment on the rights of the Corporation. 

Sir, before T c(»nclude let me turn to the charge that the Bill is a 
communal measure. This Bill has been characterised as communal in 
its objective by some j)romiucnt members of the Hindu Mahasabha* 
including my friend, Dr. Syumaprasad MooKerjee, who is the spearhead 
of tlie attack. The Bill is before the House and I have taken some 
juiins in giving a full and close analysis of the outstanding jirovisions 
of the Hill. The <-hurge of eomiiiunalism is, Sir, not surely based on a 
logical analysis and impartial consideration of the various provisions 
of the Hill, especiiilly tioni the ci^rrect ]>erspective of what the relation 
between a local auttiority and Government should be. To me it seems 
to be clear that this unreasonable charge has been brought against this 
Hill only because fortunately or, in the view of the Opjmsition unfor- 
tunately, the juesmit Ministry v\hieh owes its existence to the will of 
the majority of the Legislature is headed by a Muslim Premier and 
consists ol u majority of Mtislim Ministers. It has unfortunately l>een 
the tendeiK-y of certain section ot the Legislature to eondeiun any 
measure uiidertakeu by the present Ministry however beneficent or 
neee.ssary, us proinpteil by an unholy desire tt) illegitimately further 
the interests of tlie Muslim ecunmunity at the expense and to the sup- 
pression of the interests (d the Hindus. To them u camel can pass 
through the needle’s eye but the present Ministry run do nothing right. 

I must emphasise, although I am afraid that I will not be able to 
convince a section of the Opposition, that so far as the present Bill is 
concerned, a more grievously unfair eliarge could not be brought 
against the Ministry. 1 would ask the members of the House to closely 
search the provisions (»f the Bill and to find one instance in which it 
can be legitimately said that it aims at furthering the. interests of any 
particular community. The grossly unreasonable criticism that this 
Bill is a coiumimal measure is boru of prejudice and stands self -con- 
demned. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I would like the meml)er8 of the different groups 
to kindly send me through their Whips a list of speaJkers for all the days 
ao that we can try to arrange the matter accordinglyt Because what 
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I am afixious to do is this, that we have serious work in front and 
although I would like^o go ahead, yet I would like to aerommodate 
as much as possible the speakers that would like to speak. 

far as the Congress Party’s amendment is conterned, I under- 
stand .that it will l)e moved by Mr. Sntya Priya Banerji. After he has 
moved it the debate will continue, but wlien it ccunes to voting the 
motion will be div’ided into two parts — first, that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, which is a ('ommon feature 
of all the amendments, and then the clause reganling the date. If, 
however, the first part is carried the second clause will arise only then. 
• Yes, Mr. Banerji. 

Mf, 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
by way of uineiidinent (hut the (’alcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill 
l>e circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst of 
December, PMO. 

Sir, I have listene<l with the utmost attention to the speech just 
delivered by the Hon’ble M iiiister-in-charge, but 1 am constrained to 

say in the Bengali language that ftnn KtU 9 

as my friend says. 

Sir, we have on this side of the House often acTUsed Government and 
denounced them, rcpnuiched them and charged them with not having a 
well-defined {dan and a wcll-tliought-out {)olicy to carry out that plan. 
But, Sir, I coiifi'ss \\c have to levi^vc that opinion in)w, because we find 
that in (]uick and regular succt*^^ioll a number i>f Bills have h(*eii intro- 
duced in this House whir h go a great length towards killing the 
initiative of the i)eoi)le at the very source, and the only object, the only 
plan and the only policy that has actuated and impellerl the present 
Government to do so is to ofbcialise and departmentali.se the activities 
of the people in all spheres of life. The principle of sclf-belp and 
mutual aid, the Inulnwk on whieh the co-operative movement is and 
should Ih? based, the spirit of responsibility and self-reliance to foster 
which the co-operative movement was ushered into existence by the late 
Ijord Curzon, has been given a complete go-by by the Bengal Co-opera- 
tive Societies Bill which is now under consideration in the Upper 
House. The object of creating and increasing trained minds and 
vigorous citizens and thinkers and personalities — not i>ersonalities made 
to order after a common pattern but personalities who are able to give, 
to dedicate their all to the service of the nation, an object which should 
be the sole concern of a sound system of national education has been 
lost sight of when Government framed the Secondary Education Bill 
whereby they killed the initiative of the teachers and students by 
placing the whole scheme under a Government Board presided over by a 
President appointed by a reactionary Government. Last but not least, 
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the Hill which is the subject m^ter of to-day^g discuggion aims at the 
complete negation of the principles of local self-government, a 
princif)le which the late liord Ripon the father and founder of local 
self-government in ln<lia laid down in his famous Resolution of ‘May 
1HS2 that “the institutions of local self-government are to be looked 
upon and valued us instruments of popular and political education”. 
Thus we see that the so-called popular Government is actuated by only 
one and one suprcune consideration, viz., replacement of popular 
dmnocratic control by the most reactionary ofHcial control under the 
most malign influence of the present Ministry in every sphere of life. 
Sir, the (Corporation of (Calcutta has a cheijuered career. It has passed 
througli many vicissitudes (d fortune, it has traversed a long distance 
marked by milestones of progress and reaction. It has witnessed an 
agitation, the anti-MacKenzie Hill agitation, in 189S, imthought of at 
that time and without parallel even at the present day. The Calcutta 
(Corporation begun as an otiicial institution, hut as a result of an 
agitatimi which was carried on by the rising middle class, which 
naturally was not satisfied with the existing arrangement of the mem- 
bers of the ( 'orporation being appointed by the Government, and 
miiurally desired to have a voice and share in the urban administration, 
und(‘r the leadership of the redoubtable founder and editor of the 
Awrita Bazar Pairihn whieh in those days w'as undoubtedly the expo- 
nent of [)ul)lic opinion in this province, but which alas has now' fallen 
low, very low from that high pedt‘stal, an agitation supported by the 
symimthetic attitude oi Sir Kichaid Temple, the then Lieutenant- 
Governor of Hengal, the ( orjmration for the first time in 1870, enjoyed 
some measure ot (ivie freedom, and a j)artially democratic constitution 
was granted to it — 1 say jmrtially because only two-thirds of its mem- 
bers were to be elected, and the remaining one-third to be nominated 
by Government. Twenty-three years rolled by during wdiich in 1888 
the Act oi 1870 was revised as a result of which the suburbs were 
included w ithin the Calcutta Municipal area — and I would request the 
lloii’hle Minister-in-churge to take note of the fact that the principles 
of democratic control were left untouched, when a further revision took 
place in 1809 involving constitutional changes of the utmost moment. 
Here let me quote a few words of the great Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee, 
the father of Indian iiatioualisin, w’ho characterised the Act of 1899 in 
the following terms: — 

“Drastic changes were engrafted upon the Municipal administra- 
tion of Calcutta. The changes involved a substantial reduction o! 
popular authority in the Corporation. The elected element was reduced 
from two-thirds to half and the Corporation was divested of its supreme 
authority by the creation of a number of co-ordinate bodies all exercis- 
ing independent jurisdiction in their respective spheres.” 
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AnoGi^ 23 years had to roll by before the genius of Sir Surendra 
Natb Banerjee could restore to the City of Calcutta its lost civic free- 
dom. The first attack on this citadel of freedom was made by the 
t^alcutta Municipal (Amendment) Act of 1933 whose 8p4msor was the 
Hon'ble Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh Hoy, whereby certain restrictions were 
placed upon the appointment of municipal officers and servants. The 
Second attack was made only last year resulting in the entremdimout 
of the communal principle in the civic life of Calcutta, and the 
vivisection of Calcutta into Hindu Calcutta, Muslim Calcutta, 
Scheduled Castes Calcutta and Sahib Calcutta, and to-day we are called 
upon to Ik* a party to a measure whi<-li aims at nothing less and nothing 
more than undermining the monumental Wiuk »)f the great Sir 
^Surendra Nath by transforming his charter of freedtmi into an instru- 
ment of slavery. It is stated in the Btutemeut of Objects and 
Reasons : — 


“The experience of the working of the Calcutta Miinici])nl Act, 
19‘^3, during the last IG years has deimmst rated that the political 
views of the party in power in the Cor])oration have very largely 
influenced the day to day administration of the (Corporation with the 
result that the efficiency oi tfic administration has been impaired. 
Frecpient interference ^\lth the executive has been a disquieting feature 
of the administration. Appointment to po.sts under the (Cori)orution lias 
often been made on perstuial or party consideralions, and complaints of 
maladministration in tlie vuiious departments of the ('orporatitm — 
whi( h can be traced (jtten to a deliierate eva.sion or infringement of 
the jirovisious of lau, — have been persistently brought to the notice of 
doverument.” 


Sir, l)efore dealing with the ([Ueslion of cfhciency let me rel(*r to 
what the i»oIiticuI vieMs ol a paity have ilone in the matter of munici- 
pal administ ration. It goes without saying, and we do not in the least 
regret, that the civic ideals of a party in ]»ower do to an exteid infiuonee 
the administratitui of an institution. Did not the eivie ideals of the 
Hritish Labour Party infiuenee tin* adm in i.sl ration of the (ity of 
Ix)udou^ Did not the republican coalition of ll>e Sficia) I)«‘iuo<'ratK, 
ami centrists in Hcrlin after the last post-war evolutic»n infiuenee the 
administration of the city of Iterlinf' Did not the Social Democral.s 
of Vienna transform the Municipality ^>1 Vienna into an ideal munici- 
pality w’hich formed an object le.sson and a beacon light to llie other 
municipal administratiems of the worlds And what after all has l)een 
the civic ideal of the party so long in power of thi.s Corporation!" liCt 
me quote the words of Deshabandhu Das which he uttered as the first 
Mayor of the Corporation. He said: — 


**So far as it lies in me, you will find that no communal interest 
will be sacrificed unless that interest goes against the well- 
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being of the whole community, by which I mean the Indian 
people or the citizens of Calcutta ** 

It is the great ideal of tlie Indian people that they regard the poor 
as *'I)aridra Nar(iyan'\ To them, God comes in the shape of the poor 
and the service of the poor is the service of God to the Indian mind. 1 
shall, therefore, try to direct your activities to the service of thc poor 
and you will have seen that in the programme which I have drawn up 
of the items of the poor, free primary education, and free medical 
relief — these are all blessings for the poor, and if the Corporation suc- 
ceeds even in this work, it will have justified it all. 

Is there anything in this Civic Testament of the Deshabandhu to. 
which any of the Ministers or the Ministers collectively can take 
exception!^ I pause for a reply and I hope the Hou’ble Minister will 
give it when he comes to wind up the debate. 

And us to the charge of personal and party considerations in the 
matter of aj)point merits, if there has been any offence, I maintain that 
the Goveininent has been an aider and abetter in that offence for have 
not the Government ample powers under the present Act in dealing 
with the key appointments made by the Corporation in its various 
departments? Are not the Government clothed with tlie authority of 
granting sanction to these appointments? If the Government really 
thought that the ajipointments to important posts requiring sanction, 
viz., the posts of the Chief Executive Officer, the Chief Engineer, the 
Health Ofticer, etc., were not lieing made on the ground of ability or 
efficiency or merit, but were made on party and personal considerations, 
then they owed it to the public at large and to the rate-payers of 
Calcutta to veto such appointments or to ask the Corporation to recon- 
sider the same. 

Let me, Sir, now refer to the efficiency in the Corporation adminis- 
tration. In the name of efficiency, the Government seek to do many 
things that could not perhaps have been done without invoking its aid. 
In the name of etficiency, the co-operative movement is going to be 
officialised. In the name of efficiency, the secondary education system 
is going to he brought under the control of a President who shall be a 
creature of Government. And in the name of efficiency the present 
Calcutta Municipal Act is going to undergo a transformation beyond 
all recognition. We do not underestimate the value of efficiency but 
we do not at the same time exaggerate its importance when vital ques- 
tions affecting matters of principle are concerned. May I ask, in all 
humility, the present Government to transfer what powers they have 
got under the Government of India Act to an alien bureaucracy in the 
name of efficiency? 
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iliugM which OoTernment seek to inttodneo is tho nwue of 
efficieacy eaii be summed up as follows; — 

- Cbief Executive Officer shall no longer be appointed by thft 

Corporatioii but shall be appointed by the Provincial Government and 
be recruited from the Indian Civil Service or the executive branch of 
t^ Bengal ttvil Service, thus taking us bock to the old days of the 
official, or civilian rule which was ended by Sir Surendranath. 

The Corporation shall be deprived of the power of appointing its 
important officers. The Provincial Government shall appoint a Service 
Commission composed of a Chairman and two meml>er.s one of whom 
shall be a Muhammadan, to select persons for appointment to certain 
poits in the Corporation. The Provincial Government is vested with 
4hc power to frame rules whereby the number ami c'onditions of service 
of the officers and servants to be appointed by the Service (^immission 
shall be regulated. The result is that the communal ratio in Municiijal 
services shall also he fixed by the Government of Bengal. The Hindu 
community who forms aWit 70 per cent, of the population of the city 
and who pays about throe-fourth.s of the cify'^s rates and taxes, have no 
representative earmarked on the ('ommission. And yet the Hon^hle 
Minister in charge has just now said that this Bill is not communal. 

Clause 18 also inserts a new section under which the Corporation 
shall have no power to api)oiut any officer except on the recommendation 
of the Commission. 

Appointments to posts carrying salary up to Its. 250 i^er month shall 
be made by the (.'hief Executive Officer who will he appointed by the 
Government. Ai^ixjintmeuts to posts carrying salary over lls. 250 per 
month shall he made by the Corjmration of Calcutta, of course, iiomin* 
ally hut renlly they are to register the rtHommendutions of the Service 
Commission. 

The Chief Engineer, the Chief Accountant, the Health Officer, the 
Secretary , the Deputy Executive Officer and every servant of the Cor|o. 
ration carry ing salary exceeding Its. 5(K) per month shall he appointed 
r for a renewable term of five years. 

Clause 18 inserts also another new section under which the Execu- 
tive Officer is given power to dismiss, suspend, fine any servant of the 
Corporation getting salary not exceeding Rs. 250 per month. 

Clause 6 seeks to amend section 19 by giving the Provincial Govern- 
ment power to annul any proceedings of the Corporation or any 
Standing Committee or Sub-Ck)mmittee or Special Committee or to 
suspend any resolution passed by any of these ^ies and clause 6 wants 
to introduce a new section whereby the Government is empowered to 
supersede any department of the Corporation. Lastly, clause 26 seeks 
to amend section 67 by empowering the Chief Executive Officer to sanc- 
tion estimates up to Bs. 10,000* Thus we see. Sir, that extraordinary 
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powers are going to be given to the Government by the provisions of 
this Bill and we on this side of the House can never be a con8entiii|p 
party to it, as they will mean a complete negation of the principles 
of local self-government which we value bo much. 

The items which really give power to the Corporation ^tlndmr the 
present Act are being sought to be taken away by the Govemmept m 
order that the influence which the Corporation exercises over th<t affairs 
of the city of Calcutta can be exerted over by themselves. If it is the 
object of the Government to deprive the Corporation of the^ powers, 
let them say so openly and above board. Let them not under a 
camouflage mislead this House and mislead the public outside saying 
that the intention of the Government is not anti-national, that the 
intention of the Government is not communal and that the intention of 
the Government is to purify the administration of the affairs of the city 
of (’alcutta. May 1 inform the House that the record of achievements 
of the Cor|K>ration under the Act of the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea 
in the spheres of free primary education and other social service activi- 
ties can iK'ur c'omparison to the achievements of any Corporation in the 
whole world. 

Here I cannot do l>ettor than quote from the report of the Special 
Committee of the Calcutta (;oriX)ration which was apix)inted to consider 
this Bill and which was adopted hy the ('()rix)ration only the other day. 
In that is, in the year just before Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee^s 

Act came into operation, the ('orporalion liad only 19 schools and 
tlie total nunilMT of pui>ils in tlie (^^rporation Primary Schools was 
only 2,408. In 19J18-39 the total number of schools was 233, and the 
total iiuml)er of pupils in these schools rose to 30,3'i8. (At this stage 
the blue light lit up hut the member was allowed five minutes more.) 
Compulsory Primary Education has also Ix^en introduced in certain 
wards of the city without ^uqwsing any fresh burden on this account 
on the rate-payers of the city. This is a progress of which any city 
call he justly proud. In 1911), the amount spent was only Bs. 42,595 
and before the Constitution was democratised in 1923, the figure rose 
only to Its. 99,337. In 1923 the Corjx^ration was emiwwered to spend 
Ks. 1 lakh i>er year on primary education. In fact the Corporation has 
been .spending more and more every year on primary education and 
industrial education and the budget for the current year includes 
Bs. 3,00,000 for contribution for primary and technical education, 
Bs. 12,52,500 for the improvement of j^imary education, thus making 
a total of Bs. 15,62,500. 

In 1923 the sums Bpent for hosjntals and dispensaries amounted to 
Bb. 1,80,000. In f&3G-tn expenditure amounted to Bs. 1,20,000. In 
1940-41 the budgeted figure is Bs. 1,36,000. 

If we come to the number of patients treated at the Corporation dis- 
pensaries, there also comparison stands on the same looting. In 
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1923*^ the number treated jn the Corpc)ration dispensaries was 147,000. 
In 1936-37 it rose to 852, (XK) and this year it will go up to alwut one 
“Tnillion. 

« 

^ 1923 there were 4 Mafeniity units and the number of cases deli- 
yere^ amounted to 788 and in 1936-37 there were 7 besides 4 Maternity 
bomoa and the numWr of cases delivered amounted to 6,688. 


We contend and we maintain with the facts that I have just placed 
before the ITouse that the achievcihents of the ('alcutta Corix>ration in 
the fiost 16 years are such of whic h nnr other ("orpomtion in India or 
for the matter of tliat, any part of the world, can well be proud. What 
then is the object which has i!nj>elled the present Government to intro- 
jj^uce this Hill at a tiim* when the whcde world is |>assinp thrtmjfh a very 
eevere crisis, when the whole world is in the meltinp: pot y Nolwdy 
knows what is in store for us to-rnorrow. Nohody knows what Na^i 
Hitler will do to the Hritish Government, w’ho are supiw>sed or v»ho 
proclaim t<j he lovers and defenders of liberty and democracy? We do 
not know all tliat, hut this we kmov that the ])reHent Government is 
out in theii mad career to undo the nohle w^ork done by the late Sir 
Surendranath not w'ith ihe object <>f dnin^ ^ood to the p<»f>]de but w^ith 
the sole objective of scuzure of j>ower. I ho{)e and trust that if the 
memliers of the (’oalition party who are the real powers behind the 
throne — if they really think for the future, if they want history and 
posterity to jud^e them as the real Inmefactors of their (hildren and 
their chilcfren’s children, let them wdth all the force that they can com- 
mand with the Ministry demand that this Hill he withdrawn here and 
now or at least he circulated for the piir|M)He of elicitinjr opinion thereon, 


With these few words. Sir, T commend my motion to the acceptanci 
of the House. ((*he(‘rs from the ('onj^ress benches.) 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Si)eakcr. Sir, wh^ I 
rise to sjieak on the rorporution of (’ulcutta, I speak from my persmial 
experience* of the ('orporation of (’alcutta, having* been its member for 
four long years. Ecjually, I have had an opiK)rtunity of having a look 
into the ins and outs and the lights and shades of the present Govern- 
ment, having Wen a member of this distinguished House for some 
years. I nm, therefore, Sir, in a jHisition to estimate the comparative 
administrative efficiency of the (’orporation of (’alcutta on the one hand 
and the Government of Ben^#l on the other. Sir, if the Hon’bW 
Minister finds himself obliged to Hang the Gorpfirntiop of Calcutta for^ 
the second time for its various .sins of omission and Aimmission, I do 
not find any reason why the Government of4len>^ should be immune 
from similar charges, if not graver, of incompetcncy and inefficiency. 

Sir, it has been said in the 4Sta1ement of Objects and Reasons that 
the appointments in the different dejiartments of the Corporation have 
often been made on personal and party considerations. It reminds me, 
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Sir, of a famous proverb, and I should like^to tell the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Bill “Physi^iaii heal ttiyself.” It becomes funny when 
the devil quotes the Scripture. (J^ vofcE from the Congress Party T 
Who is the devil?) (Laughter.) Sir, if the Corporation of Calcutta 
is to be hanged, I do not find any reason why this Government should be 
immune from such punishment, and as I have already said, the Gov- 
ern ineiii are also guilty of precisely similar, if not graver fdiarges. (Rai 
Harbndra Nath Chaudhuri : Hear, hear.) 

On the question of appointments being made in the Corporation on 
party and personal considerations, let me go into details. I challenge 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge as regards the appointments in the 
departments of Industry, Labour, Co-operative, to mention only a fe'^; 
Can nepotism, favouritism, jobbery, corruption go any further? (Cries'* 
of “shame, shame” from the Congress benches.) Sir, it is no use 
denying the fact that there are defects in the administration of the 
Corporation of (hilcutta. I admit that the standard of administration 
in the Cortwration of Calcutta has been impaired. I say that there is 
nepotism; I say there is favouritism there, but, Sir, when I analyse the 
working of the juesent Government I find it is worse. 

Sir, it has lanui stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
“that to remove the Chief Executive Officer from the sphere of influence 
of individual Councillors and Aldermen of the Cojqmration of Calcutta 

”, may T ask and ask seriously the* Hon 'hie Minister-in-charge, 

are they not themselves under the influem'e of the Coalition Party? 
Are they not tlieniselves wrtrking under the direction of the Coalition 
^ Party? Well, Sir, I will ask the H(>use to jiause and consider why 
persons no hvss than Mr. N. R. Sarker, Mr. Syed Nausher All and 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed could not work with this party? It is because 
these Ministers are under tlu‘ direct influence of the members of the 
(’oflition Ihirty. So tlje alternatives in that case are that either the 
Coalition Party should he abolished or the Ministers must go. 
(Laughter.) 

Sir, it has l)eon suggested that a Statutory Service Commission 
should 1)6 set up on the lines of the Provincial Public Service Com- 
mission, They are going to set up a Commission — a Statutory Service 
Commission — for the appointment of the Chief Executive Officer and 
,A)ther officers of the CoriK)ration. May ask the Hon’ble Minister to 
^xise up and place his hands on hiajieart and say, in how many cases 
they have vetoed the recommendations of the Provincial Public Service 
Commission, in ho^mai%' cases they have respected and disrespected 
the recommendations of the Public Service Commission? (Cries of 
“hear” “hear” from the Congress Benches.) Does he believe and does 
he intend to say that this Statutory Sendee Commission will not be 
influenced by the Ministers? There are cases in which abortive or— 
successful, I do not know — attempts have been made to influence the 
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Provincial Pubfic Service Commission. It bas been suff^sted that the 
.iSiief Executive Officer will be appointed from some I.C.S. or B.C.S. 
officers of the Government. Am I to Indieve that all I.C.S. and B.C.S. 
officers are above susincion, above influence? Are they all Ciesar^s 
ifive^? (Loud Laughter.) If the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Calcutta Cori)oratioii — I mean, the present incuml)ent — does his work 
against laws and rules, who is responsible for this? May I ask and 
seriously ask the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Bill to note that the 
Corporation of Calcutta would not even think of .such infringement of 
the Building Rules, as has l>een committed by one of the Ministers 
here? (Cries of “hear”, “hear” from the (Vngress l>enches.) T say, 
f.proclaim and declare that the Congress administration would shudder 
to think of such violation and infringement of rules in the Calcutta 
Corporation. Sir, may I tell the TTon’ble Minister that only the other 
day, one Muslim graduate, at the instance of a certain Minister, has 
been given the job of the Su|)erintendent of a certain market on a salary 
of Rs. 250 per month. Sir, a raw graduate of 21 years who cannot 
aspire to get a i>ost carrying a salary of even Rs. 30 in the Assembly 
D^j>artmont or in any de]xirtmenl in tin* Writers’ B\nldings, has got 
this job. It is these Ministers who influeme the Chief Executive Officer 
to do all these things. If there is anv nepotism, if there is any cornip- 
tion in the Cor])()ration, it is dne to the direct influence of some of the 
Ministers of the present Government. ((Vies of “hear'', “hear” from 
Congress benches.) 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: And some of the (>)uncillors ! 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, some of the Councillors 
too — I admit that. 

• Y 

Government have suggested that in {-ertain matters and under certain 
circumstances, certain department.s would be 8Ui)er8odetl. I would have 
no objection and I would have supjiorted if you bad brought a resolu- 
tion to repeal the Calcutta Munieipul Act of 1923. But I do not under- 
stand how you suggest super.seding a <ertuin department of the Corpo- 
ration. For ihat you will have to super.Hinle at least three departments 
ill the Writers' Buildings. Fir|t, be honest yourself and then ask other 
people to be honest. ^ 

Sir, the Congress Party is no longer in power m Ae Corjmration. 
Now, it is the regime of the Muslim I^eaguers-^lhe tmdesirable Muslims 
have been driven out and very successfully. Does tbe Hon'ble Minister, 
in-charge of Local Self-Gc^vcmment know the method of administra- 
tion followed from May to August? Does he know the appointments 
that have been made during this period and the method and pdllby 
followed by the^ Muslim Leaguers who went the r e 
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The Hofi’ble Nanvab K^iwaja HABliULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

On a point of order, Sir. la the honourable member to address me OJL. 
the Chair? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You aje to address the Chair, Mr. Hashemy.* 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; All right, Sir. Does the 
Hon'ble Minister know that one of the best educationists of Bengal 
was given an appoininient as the Education Officer of the Calcutta 
(!orjK)ration, but that appointment has not been approved by the 
Muslim J.eague administration of the (Jalcutta Corporation and does he 
know that attempts have been made to ai>}>oiut one Assistant Educatie" 
065 cer Irom among the party for political reasons and for nothing else 
and the gentleman hails not from Bengal but from Bihar? And you 
come bere and speak of the evils of tlie (bdcutta Corporation! 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM; What about l>r. Sanyahs appointment 
there ? 

Mr. SYEO ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY; His appointment has 
possibly been cancelled. 

Sir, no one would have been happier than myself if attempts were 
made to nin the administration of the Calcutta Corporation in a smooth, 
honest and efficient line. But the line suggested bj" the Hon’ble 
Minister will not only not remove the evil but will aggravate it. The 
disease will not he cured but it will l>e more and more acute. 
(Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu : And will liecome chronic.) 

Sir, we speak of local self-government, but if these powers are taken 
away from the Calcutta Corporation, will any self-respecting Muslim 
nfehiber of the Calcutta Corporation continue as Councillor of the 
Calcutta Corporation? I Indieve not. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister-in- 
charge of the Bill will, 1 think, agiee with me that this Bill attempts 
to strike at the very root and foundation of the autonomous structure 
of the Calcutta Corporation. It will be better, as I have already sug- 
gested, to supersede it and put it within the portfolio of one of the 
Ministers in the Writers’ Buildings. That we can understand. But 
r what right have you got to interfere ^ith the civic administration of 
the Cor])oiation oi Calcutta? To-day you are taking away some powers 
of the Ca 1 cut Corporation; to-iuorrow you will go to the mufassal and 
take away all the^ powers that have been given under the liocal Self- 
Government Act. You will proceed still further to take away all the 
small powers that have Wn given under the Village Self-Government 
Act. There will be no end of your greed. I, therefore, appeal to the 
raiilubers of the House to oppose the Bill. I am not in favour of even 
circulation of the Bill. I was thinking of opposing the introdactioa of 
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this Bill; this pernicious Bill ought not to have been introduced, I am 
giving you a note of warning. At present you have got sutfieient power 
4o disapprove of the appointment of the Chief Executive Officer. The 
present incumbent will be there till March, 1041. If you have any 
intention of appointing a new man or a In^ttcr man, you ought to have 
mad6 that arrangement earlier; you shoul(| have asked your own Gc»v- 
ernment, the Muslim I/c^ague Government, to make that arrangement. 
But you have not done this. Your efficiency has been further inc'reased 
by a pact with Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. You cannot deny the fact 
that you are holding the rein of the administrat ion of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration. Give a trial t(» that party which is in a majority. Let them 
have a chance. 

With regard to the apiKiintment of the Chief Executive Officer you 
can approve it or you ma\ disapprove it if you like. The other day 
against the will of the Corporation you approved of the apjiointment of 
a Health Officer, an incompeleul Health Officer, knowing fully well that 
he has no cxjx*nence in the matter of the health of a city. We were 
reads to bring in an (dHcient ofhoer, if neee.ssary, from America, h'runce 
or fiom olher countries, hut your dcimrtment approved of an J/.M.S. 
doctor. (A voK K : ? ) I do not know exactly; possibly 

Its. 1,20(1 to Its. l,r>(K). (l>r. N.^iinaksiia Sanyal : The Corjmrulion 

recommended it.) I think the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca will agree 
with me that we ix)inted out the tlefect of that recommendation and 
said that it was ultra vtres. Knowing full well that a certain iKirtion 
of that rccomiiioiidation was absolutely illegal, Governimuit pnxeeded 
with the appointment. AVhile you are resjHuisible for this sort of 
ap]K)intmcnt, you come forward and sav that then* are (X)rniption, job- 
b( *ry and other malpractiee.H in the Corjxuation, and you want b) put a 
stop to them. You are doing everything on parly considerations. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYAL S What was the consideratioa ^for 
that approval ? 

8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: That is for Government to 
say. Tliey have got enough power tf» dissolve the Cnrj»oration if it 
neglected to do its duties. Still they are introducing a Bill which is i| 
absolutely unnecessary. They are taking fMjwers to dissolve the l>ody 
of Councillors and Aldermen whenever they like. That also is abso- 
lutely unnecessary. 

The Hon’ble Minister has sugge.sted the appointment by Govern- 
ment of a Government officer as C'hief Executive Officer of the (kirpora- , 
tion and conferment of certain important powers on him. We expect- 
ed — 

(Here the member reuchetl bis time-limit but was gran te(L one 
minute’s time to finish his speech.) ^ 
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There are anomalous provisions witili regard to the health, food 
adulteration, and other important matters concerning the public health 
of Calcutta and its suburbs. You have not tried to remove those^ 
anomalies. Only for party considerations, you have brought this Bill. 

If you have any intention of doing any good to the citizens of Calcutta 
you should have amended those anomalous sections which deal "^witk 
adulteration of food that is going on in Calcutta. You have not done 
that. You are only concerning yourselves with appointment, appoint- 
ment, appointment. You have got that power already. Why bring in 
another Public Service Commission ? Why not say that the Provincial 
Public Service Commission will exercise double functions ? 

With these few words I move my motion by way of amendment that 
the Bill be circulated for the purimse of eliciting opinion thereon by^ 
the 16th September, 1^0. 

Sir HARI SANKER PAUL* The proposed Municipal Amendment 
Bill is a measure for further curtailing the local self-government in the 
city. The main features of the Bill with the appended Statement of 
Objects and Reasons are a clear indication of the very reactionary 
nature of the measure although it must be conceded that there are 
certain provisions in it, and quite few in number, that are calculated 
to contribute to an improvement in minor matters. 

If the last Munici]>al Bill which was passed only the other day doing 
away with the system of Joint Electorate met just and stiff opposition 
from all (piarters interested in the advancement of the city, the 
proposed Bill w'ith definite provisions for increased Government 
control, absolutely unwarranted by facts and circumstances over the 
('orporation administration is certainly most retrograde in nature which 
ought to meet with strong public condemnation as a measure wdiolly 
unw’orthy as much of being accepted by any democratic civic institution 
as of being sponsored and piloted by any Government run on democratic 
basis. The very spirit permeating all throughout the Bill is most 
regrettable as the measure bids fair to give the go-by to the last 
vestige of self-government enjoyed by this civic institution of the 
premier city of India. The time is undoubtedly thrice inopportune for 
a measure of this drastic nature being forced on an institution scarcely 
prepared to receive it. The repercussions of the world conflagration 
have been only too grave and serious here to allow any forces of a 
disintegrating nature work up an atmosphere of squabbles of mutual 
distrust. Apart from this. I do not think that any sound case has been 
made out for laying a desecrating hand on the memorable handiwork 
of one of the noblest patriots <if India, Sir Surendra Nath, of hallowed 
memory. The Bill as it is merits only severest castigation. 

^t must not be forgotten that standard of perfection can only be 
expli^ted in Utopian institutions and imperfections are the constant 
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factors of all institutions particularly those growing ones moving on 
lines of expediency like the Calcutta Corporation. It is only the degree 
of these imperfections that matters and the actual or possible harm 
emanating therefrom has to be tackled with imagination and foresight 
wlii^h one seeks for in vain in the Bill. If the efficiency of the 
Corporation administration has not been of a high standard during the 
last 16 years as the author of the Bill says, it would be worth while to 
have a peep into the pages of history of its administration during the 
period preceding under the stewardship of the official ('hairmun and I 
am sure that will present no happier aspect of things. With the 
materialisation of new schemes of service to the rate-payers in various 
directions the volume of work of the Corporation has increased 
immeasurably, deficiency has naturally increased specially in the period 
of progressive development at these changing time.s and in changing 
circunjstances. There are undoubtedly more prudent and practical 
ways of reducing deficiencies and thereby* enhancing the efficiency of 
the ('orporation than that suggested in the Bill which is tantamount 
to killing the patient to relieve him of all ailments and w^eaknesses. 
The very presentation of the Bill is an insult to the intelligence and 
even the ordinary foresight of the author. Conceding for argument’s 
sake that the ( iiporation has failed sadl> in its duties to tlie rate- 
j)ayers and that all efforts at reformation have been in vain, does it 
stand to reason that it i.s to be penuanently rrip])lejl with a statutory 
measure when its su])ersession with the mobilisation of public opinion 
in favour of tliat is open to (jovernment to take recourse toj^ Can the 
(lovenimeiit aver that all it.s departmerit.s are being run with ideal 
efficiency and high moral tone and that the wlnde administration of the 
Government ha.s heen upholding the people’s interests admirahly 
w'ithout being influenced by unwarranted communal bias and i)arty 
considerations at the cost of justice, eejuity and advancement of 
I)ef)])le’s interest in generals Kvidentl> , it cannot; w'hat guarantee is 
there then that the efficiency in C’oriu)ration administration will increase 
au<l will be maintained and its moral tone will be elevated by its being 
brought under the thumb of Government and in fact being converted 
into a Government department by a statute? 

On principle I do not for a moment appreciate the introduction as 
much of politics as of communalisni in civic affairs because in my 
opinion political thoughts and considerations and communal bias are 
scarcely possible to be kept within due and moderate limit if allowed a 
free scope in the Corporation and also because they have, I hold, little 
bearing on the functions of a civic institution. But much as we desire 
this state oi things it is idle to ignore that in these dynamic times 
national life in India, as in other ctmntries, has come to assert itself 
more than anything else and politics has necessarily permeated through 
every phase of our life and as such, it is quite difficult to get civic^*life 
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absolutely <livorce(l £rom politics. Tbe presence of politics in modera* 
tioii in the f 'orjMjration cannot be considered a stigma nor can it be 
made an issue for drastic curtailment of (orporation power through a"” 
snl).servjent majority in the Legislature. 

Apj)ointments on personal or party con.siderali(ms and fre(jUent 
interference with the Executive have been sought to be made much of 
in finding pleas for the introduction of the proposed measure. I 
do not mean to belittle the baneful efect of such influences at work 
and would view their disai)})caran(re .with delight. But except in 
Uto(»ian organisations those liave always continued and will ever 
continue in some form or (dher, from a practical point of view their 
absolute suj)])resHion being an inip<»ssible feat; tlieir modes ma_\ change 
aecf)rding to the vesting of power and authority in individuals or in 
bodies. It is only right to prevent tilings from being carried beyond 
proper limits and to make the consequent and nece.ssar\ changes in 
tfie rules modifying the ]irograinm<‘ am] ]»olie\ of ilie (orporation 
through its owu inachiner\ and not through the Legislature. 

Coming to some speeifie olijections to tlie Hill I would like to make 
the following observations-'— 

(Idusr 2 . — The ap])oinlment of the Chief Kxeciitive Offic(‘r b,\ the 
Provineial GoveriniHUit as eontemjdated in the ])ro]>oMMl Hill will take 
away the last sIh-imI of freedom from the great self-goveni ing institu- 
tion and render it more or less a Government institution particularly 
in view of the un \vurraritabl\ ver\ wide powers he is to ]>e vested with. 
Smdi an iiiqiosition of a permanent natur<* enforeed tlinmgh Legisla- 
ture is \inthinkable and is hardly compatible with inunieijial administra- 
tion and can ii(‘ver be aeeepteil. In my o]>inion this clause iimsf lie 
taken out and the (piestion of the appointment of the (dtief Executive 
Oflicer is quite adequately and .satisfju-torily answered by the present 
s\ stem. 

(■hiusr J.— This power of dissolving tlie Corporation proposed to be 
vested in the Government is be\on<l all proj>riety and jiroportion, is 
most strongly opposed and should not be in the Hill. Even if there be 
n dis.solution for arguments’ .sake tlie (’orporation Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor must go as they have no executive function. 

Clause 4 , — This clause is not acceptable and should be taken out 
as the function contemplated can well be discharged by tbe respective 
Committees. 

Clause /i . — The pre.sent power of the Government is quite adeqiiat^ 
and further arrogation of power, ns contemplated in tbe Bill, of annul- 
ment of (^)mmittee or Sub-Committee proceedings or suspension of 
Committee or Sub-Committee resolutions will be unwarrantably taking 
away Corporation authority now obtaining in tbe matter. The definite 
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inapplicability of such a law arises, as in tbe matter of the Buildings 
Committee, from the inherent defects in (he Building Rules that 
evidently make the decisions of the' Building ( onimittee also inherently 
defective. Without first modifying the Building Rules and making 
them more workable the question of scrutinising the Committee 
decisions and resolutions cannot arise. 

Clause 6 . — It is one of the most reactionary clauses in (h(‘ new Bill. 
Supersession of a Corporatifui Department by a (it)vtTnment othcial 
making him tlie sole arbiter in connection with the function of the 
department is certainly liighly prejudicial to the interest of the depart- 
ment and consequently of the rate-pa\ers. It is difficult to understand 
■Jiow an outsider is ex]»ected to efficiently discharge his new heavy 
responsibilities. This is tantamount to over-riding the wliole depart- 
ment and may run couMt(‘r to the polic’v (d‘ the Chief Kxeculive Officer. 
Further, should hy chaina' or cir<‘um.stances the person selecte<l be 
found to be below the mark or otlierwise than honest or sitic(‘re. the 
mis\isc of the widest ;iuth()rit,\ is bournl to ensue with the shattering of 
the ])(M>ple's interest ahmg with that of the de])artment. 'Phis is 
hardly in keeping with the spirit of municipal administration and 
should not find a phice in the Statute Bo(d<. Subject to what has been 
stated above, the exj)endit lire to incurred in this connection, if any 
jit all. should not be in ex<ess (d the normal. 01 course, if need be or 
circumstances demanding (he officer in <‘harge of the department 
concern(‘d may be remo\e<l forthwith ami a better man placed there 
\\ithout any additional authoritv and after proper enqiiirv, the 
delimjuents may he ])rought to book. Dissfdution of Corj)oratjon has 
already been dealt with before. 

Clause* 7. — I'he pro]uise<I extensinn of tlie franchisi* has scarcely 
any cogent reasons bu’ its inclusion in tlie Bill. The (rend and sfiirit 
of the whole Hill gf» again.st tlie accepted ideas and ideals of civic 
administration and quite surely breathes an atmosphere of distrust in 
the capacity of the idectorate to be wise in returning good representa- 
tives to gTiard their civic interest in the Corporation. As such, a 
furtlier lowering of the francliise (*an hardly be accounted for in the 
light of the above. In case, however, the franchi.se is (‘xtended, as 
contemplated, only tho.se names of the bustee tenants hhould be included 
in the electorate that have already been recorded in (he AsHeHsment 
Book. 

Clause 13 . — Arrears for more than one year in respect of any rate 
or tax payable by the Councillor or Alderman may l»e a distjualification 
to his continuing as such in respei^t of area.s or the results of cases 
under dispute. The occupier’s share of the municipal tax in respect 
of any premises should entail the first charge on tlie property irrespe* 
tive of the fact that the amount was payable by the occupier. 
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Clause 18. — The proposed appointment of the Service Commission by 
<he Government is an imposition which is most strongly resented. 
This will be snatching away from the Corporation the power to appoint 
its important officers. 

The composition of the Committee as well as the appointment 
authority with which it is vested cannot be supported for a moment. A 
stricter adherence to competitive examination and a more careful and 
assiduous functioning of the Corporation Service Committee would no 
less efficiently answer the matter and purpose of appointments in 
Corporation service. A wiser and more proper apportionment of 
jurisdiction between the Cliief Executive Officer and the Committee in 
this connection may be made after considering all aspects of the 
question subject to the approval of the Corporation or Government as 
the case may be. 

Clause 26 — Serticm GGA . — The proposed vesting of authority in the 
Chief Executive Officer to sanction any estimate up to Ks. 10,0b0 is 
uncalled for, for reasons stated in clauses 2 and 4. 

Clause 2G — Section G7{2 ). — Tlie contracts are all to be made tlirough 
the respective Standing (hunmittiM's and the proposed giving of 
full pow'er to Chief Executive Officer to make contracts, with certain 
conditions, does not stand to reason and will liave a baneful effect 
through the least indiscretion or indilfencee or over-zealous ways of 
that single person, the ('Inef Executive Officer, which is not very 
unlikely to hupi)en. 

Clause 43 — Section 334 A . — The representation by the adjoining 
building owner in connection with any unauthorised work in a building 
in respect of which any relaxation is to be allowed must be made within 
tw’o weeks from the date of sanction. Provision should also be made to 
deal wMth the unreasonable or vindictive attitude of such owner making 
the representation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long wdll you take? 

Sir HARISANKER PAUL* Only one minute more, Sir. 

As mala fide complaints have, during my experience as Chairman 
of several successive Building Committees, been found to be numerous 
much to the harassment of parties concerned and to the useless waste of 
time of the said Committees, a provision should be made enforcing a 
depo.sit of Rs. oOO from the complainant if and when he makes the 
complaint. Eurther, it shcmld also be provided for the forfeiture of 
this deposited amount if the complaint made is found to be frivolous 
and of a mahi fide nature. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I have to adjourn the House. Other- 
wise, I would be glad to give you a minute or two. 

Sir HARI 8ANKER PAUL: I won’t take more than half a minute, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can continue your speech after the adjourn- 
ment for half a minute. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Sir HARI BANKER PAUL: Sir. the provision made in the Bill 
autborising any rate-payers to lodge complaints against the un- 
authorised work in any building in (’alcutta is something too wide and 
cannot be supported. Such proce<lure may lead to unnecessary harass- 
ment and blackmailing of parties against whom the complaint is made. 

Clause 44 — Section P)05{A ). — The modification suggested is that 
only those materially affected by the erection, alteration or otherwise of 
any building done without pnipcr Corporation samdion shouhl have the 
right to file the objection mentioned in the Bill. Bui all these, though 
well intended, will absolutely impede work of the Building ( ommittee 
unless the Building Rules, inherently defective, are made more work- 
able beforehand. 

Quarterly statement of rules relaxed may be good but what is 
feared is that both Government and Corporation moving dilatorily the 
work of the Committee will suffer which will also be prejudicial to rate- 
payers’ interest. 

The appointment of a Government official as the Chief Executive 
Officer has already been vehemently opposed. Then again, vesting 
autocratic powers and authority in him w’ould have a seriou.s reaction 
on city’s interests should he be found less than an angel in qualities. 
Further, to en.sure efficiency he must have thorough knowledge of the 
details and working of all the departments which is almost an impossible 
feat unless he is a superman. Any measure of this type is bound to be 
a failure. 

Further, bestowing upon thi.s Government-api)oinitHl Chief Execu- 
tive Officer the authority of making all contracts on behalf of the 
Corporation is' tantamount to transferring the patronage from the 
Corporation to the Government. Shameless arr(»gation of power due to 
others cannot go further and this proposed procedure should be taken 
out with the. least consideration. 



[4th Sept., 


17i , GOVERNMENT BI«L. 

< 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the inoiiori for reference to Select Committee of tlie Calcutta Municipal 
AiriciHlirieiit Bill, HMO. This House no doubt recently passed an 
amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act byt that only dealt with the 
form of electorate and the number of seats allotted to diti'erent com- 
munities and interests. The amending' Bill before us is long overdue 
and we were pressing upon the (lovernment all along to bring an 
amending Bill to clear the Augean stable of its latent and patent 
impurities. J'his Bill though not up to our expectation seeks to do 
some behited justice to some of the grievances ot the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. I agree with tlie main principles of the Bill though I do not 
agree with the details. 

Let me analyse tlie main provisions of the Bill. Clause 7 of the 
Bill seeks lo lower the franchise. This is a principle which is the key- 
note of democracy and this attempt to democratise the Corporation will no 
douhl be welcome to all lovers of dem()cra<‘y. But the extent to wliich 
the francliise is pr(»posed to be lowered in this clause is a mere eye- 
wash and wholly illusory. If we look to section of the Bengal 
Municipal Act of and tlie rules made thereunder, we find that the 
minimum sum, the payment of which in res]HM‘t of municipal tecs and 
taxes would entitle a ])erson to vote in a municipal election, is only 8 
annas. The francliise (pialifimition of a voter in a municipality was 
lowered to annas 8 in wliile in 11)40 we are lowering tlie (lUfilifica- 
tion of the voter of the Calcutta ('orjioration from Ks. TJ to Its. (> and 
from Us. 2') to Us. 12. In Assembly eleetions also the minimum 
frunehise (pialifieat ion is jiayment of six annas Lnion Board rates. I 
fail to understand why the francliise qualifioation of the Corporation is 
proposed to be kept so high. 

] beg to draw the attention of the House to another a.spect of the 
question, that is, educational qualifications. Section 24 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act of 11)42 provides tliut any one who is a graduate, 
licentiate of any University, a Matriculate or passed the High 
Madrasah or the Senior Madrasah Examination or the Sanskrit Title 
Examination, a registered medical practitioner or a pleader or nuikhtear 
can exercise his franchise and this educational qualification is recognised 
in Cnion Board, Local Board and Assembly eleetions. Such being the 
case it is surprising to find that ('alcutta which is the seat of all learn- 
ing and culture and where the number of educated people is as plentiful 
as blackberries does not recognise education as one of the qualifications 
of franchise. 

So my humble suggestion is that franchise qualification should be 
lowered to annas 8 as in the case of other municipalities, and education 
should be recognised as one of the qualifications of franchise. 
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The next important provision is to be found in clause 18, by which 
the Bill seeks to set up a Public Service Coniinission, consisting’ of a 
Chairman and two members to be appointed by (he local Government. 
The function of the Comnfission will be to advise the Coirporation on all 
^disqiplinary measures including memorials and petitions relating to 
such. matters affecting any officer or servant of the Corporation and no 
appointment to a post under the Corporation shall be inatle except on 
the recommendation of the Commission. This is a move in the right 
direction and I think it will receive support trom all sections ot the 
House, particularly the ( oiigress who attach the liiglicst imimrtance to 
the reconimendalions of the Public Service Commission. 

■. So far as the Calcutta (Corporation is concerned, there has been an 
insistent demand by the public for setting up a Piihlii’ Service Commis- 
sion to free tlie Coriiuration apiKiintmeiits from the iiitluence of a 
coterie of Councillors and Aldermen. 

So far as clause 17 is concerned, it wants to make tlie Chief Executive 
Officer free from the iiiHuence of individual Councillors and Aldermen. 
This also, I think, is a necessar\ reform in ^icw of (he hitter exiierience 
of the past. It may he said that it is a retrograde step. 1 fully agree 
hut the experience of the past Ki years justifies this step in the best 
interests of the rate-payers. 

Sir, I have to jioiiit out that my friend Mr. Satya Priya Hnnerji has 
tried to duh this Bill as commimaL The won! “Muhammadan” occurs 
only in one clause, that is, clause 18. There the Bill provides that of 
the ineiiihers of the Public Service ('ommissioii there will be om‘ (.’hair- 
man and Xwo menihers, of whom one shoiihl he a Muhammadan. That 
is the onl\ thing that has been referred to there. If the Government of 
Bengal did not make any mention that one of the memherships should 
be resened for a Muhammadan, ami if they had kept it vague and 
indefinite, they could have filled up both tlie jiosts by Muhammadans 
but Government want to place their cards before the lIou.se; they have 
in so many words stated in the clause that they w^ant to reserve one 
post for the Mu.slim community wliich is one of the mo.st important 
communities in the province. Moreover, Mr. Banerji has tried to show' 
by reading a passage, I tliink, from the Calcutta Muriim'pal Gasset te 
that under the rules to he framed by the Provincial Government tlie 
percentage may he fixed about the services of the f’orporation. But I 
may refer my friend to 8ul>-clau8e (4) (h) of clause 18 wherein it is 
stated that the Provincial Government shall prescrilie by niles made in 
this behalf the number and conditions of service of the officers and 
servants to be appf.>iri ted by the Commission and ^he manner of their 
appointments. So there is no mention so far as the peri^entage of 
services is concerned; that will be prescribed by the ('orporafion. The 
only thing is that the number will be determined by the Gorernment. 
The Provincud Government will not determine bow many will go to the 
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MufiliniK, }»cw many to the Scheduled Castes and how many to the Caste 
Hindus or other communiticH. Soiit is not right to say that the ‘ 
Provincial Government by prescrihinf rules under tlie proposed Act 
will make it rather communal. ♦ 

So far as my friend Mr. Hashemy is concerned, he has hiiliself 
admitted that there are instances of nepotism and favouritism -in the 
Corporation. He only tries to justify that because there may be or 
may not be some defects or some fault in the administration of the 
Government of Bengal and he opposes the Bill on that ground. 

On these grounds, Sir, I oppose the motion for eliciting public 
oi)iuion and support the motion for reference to Select Committee. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN CUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment moved^by my friend Mr. Banerji. 

I am really 8uri)ri8ed that ibis so-called popular and democratic 
Government could think of bringing in a Bill of the nature of this Muni- 
cipal Amendment Bill. Mr. Fazlul lluq was in the Cor}>oration, and 
yet it is his party which is supporting this Bill which is endeavouring 
to take away the jx)wer8 of the rate-payers of this city. The rate- 
payers choose their representatives. The money spent by the Corpora- 
tion comes from the rate-payers; so they have a right to say what they 
want and what they want to be done with that money. They have a 
right to say how the city should he managed, and yet this Government 
is wanting to take away the right, and, I am sure, every citizen of this 
city of Calcutta will resent this. 

A few years ago, the Corjmrution w^as managed by the beaucracy 
and it is quite evident that it was not satisfactory because we know that 
there was an agitation and that agitation was th^ means of some 
members being elected from the citizens for the Corporation. That 
evidently was an improvement on the old regime, and, again, in 1923, 

Sir S u rend ran ath Banerjee, thnuigli anotlier agitation, was able to pass 
another Bill which vested the Corporation with the powers of electing 
the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor and apiwiuting the Chief Executive 
Officer and other officers. Now, this arrangement — which from my 
point of view was satisfactory, and, I think, from many people’s point 
of view also was satislaotory — went on for many years. 

I admit there are faults in the Corporation. But, is there any 
perfect administration in any country? I am sure, our Government — 
our present Government — would never suggest that their administration 
is entirely perfect. Then, wffiy do they feel that they have a right to 
rule the Coi-poration ? I am sure. His Excellency the Governor often 
feels that he cannot approve of many things that happen — ^many things 
that are done by this Government. He himself^ feels that many wrong 
things are done by this Government, but, he has not attempted to 
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supersede tliis Government. (Cries of ‘‘Hear,” “hear" from tie 
Congress benches.) Then why should this Government want to super- 
sede the Corporation ? This Geveinment hsis li long list of all the things 
the Corporation has not dome and of the wrong things that it may have 
done? But does the Government never rememlier the good (tings it 
Has done for the last 16 or 17 years? Does the Government never 
remembfer the enormous increase in the ^^^rimary Education Schools where 
the poor and even the poorest can have their chihtfen educated ? Does 
it never look round and see the increase in the number and size of the 
hospitals — how, years ago, it was almost impossible to get a poor man 
or woman go to a hospital, Ixjcause for some reason or other they had 
a feeling that if they went there they would not be cured. Now, one 
lias only to go to any hospital to see that these hospitals are over- 
crowded and they have sometimes to refuse a number of jiatients. What 
does this show? Does this not show that the Corpora tion-^the repre- 
sentatives of the rate-jiayers who are in the Corjxiratiou — are really 
trjing do their best for the poor people? I^ook at the nunilier of 
Maternity Homes where poor women can go when they are having their 
children and can get proiier treatment and diet. Ix)ok at the clinics 
where i>eople tan get proix^r advice and every cure. Look at the milk 
kitchens where a mother knows that her baby can have a feed of milk 
at least once a day. Also look at the dispensaries — thpy have increased 
enormously in number. Yet you say that the Corjionition has done 
nothing! I am really surprised that this Government should dream of 
interference! Don’t you ever wonder what your children and those 
who will come after you will think alsiut the Government that tried to 
take away the power that had been given to the people of (Calcutta to 
manage their own City, to spend their money as they wanted? 

. The Minister sa^^-— "wliy are you afraid of some of the clauses 
of this Bill? We shall not make use of them." If you are not going 
to make use of them, why are they there? This is an age of indejiend- 
ence and self-determination. What arc you going to do? This is an 
age of independence all over the world, and, in India, people are trying 
their best to gain independence and the power of self-determination and 
yet you are trying to ruin it in every way. I beg, of you to think a 
while before you try to put this Bill through, df you feel that, it ^is 
such a good Bill, then why don’t you circulate it, and wi^y are you afraid 
of asking Ihe people their opinion? Circulate the Bill first, heaf their 

opinion and then try to pass it. 

» 

There are undoubtedly some ver>' good clauses in this Bill, for 
instance, the franchise matter. But why do you takeaway with one 
band what you are pving with the other? There is a clause on Build- 
ing Regulations which I think is # very good clause. But there is a 
clause on the Service OAnmission which, I think, is a very bad clause 
and certainly it should be removed. Then there is also another clause 
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by virtue of which if one day Govei^iment feels that some of the depart- 
ments in the Corporation ^are not run to its ow|^ idea of satisfac- 

tion, it will send a man and perhaps *fehall hear that the Assessor or 
the Secretary has been asked to stand down* and an officer of the Gov- 
ernment will run the departments. Is it possible to run the Corpora- 
tion in that way? 

Again, I say that I support the amendment of ray friend, 
Mr. Banerji, and I hope, Government will think well and circulate this 
Bill before they try to pass it. z 

.* 

Mfi 8HAHEDALI: Mr. S[)cakcr, Sir, tni llic la.st occasion when, 
the first (^ulcul ta Municipal (Amendment) Bill was considere<l, we rais- 
ed the (mfslion that tlieic shniildljc joint electorate with reservation of 
sents. We apprehended that if joint electorate he not considered, there 
\ynH every chance oF non-Bengalis coming in and taking the^lac^ of 
Bengalis. At that time the Hon’hle Minister told ns that it would not 
be so. But the result has shgwn that the Siddiejis and Ispahanis and 
other non-Bengalis have crejff in anrf the seats of Bengali^Muslims have 
been captured by non-lVngulis, and unless the system is changed 
the result will be always the same. 

I 

Sir, Islam is a democratic religion ; it teaches us democracy und the 
present Minister, I mean the Chief Minister, happens to l>e the leader 
of llic Muslim lieague in Bengal and we tlioiiglit that the principles of 
Islam would be safe in bis bands and that he would die for Islam, but 
the iutroducti(m of this Bill has compelled us to form a different opinion 
of him. Islam i.s a democratic religion and we wish we would die to 
preserve democracy in all self-governing institutions. If the British 
Govei'imieiit aci'use Hitler and Mussolini as react hniaries and enemies 
of democracy and when they declare that the aim of this war is the 
establishment of democracy all over the world, as supjxjrters of the 
British Government our aim should also be democracy. We are to see 
whether this Bill is going to give a healthy tonic to the institutions of 
democratic principles or it is going to ofRcialise’* the institution. Sir 
Syrendranath Buhlrjee tried his lx*st to save these self-governing 
institutions from the chitclics of offic'ials. This Bill, if enacted into 
law, yv'ill officialise all the institutions. The members comii;^^ from the 
mufassal may think that this BfH will only affect the Calcutta Munici- 
pality but I can telFlhem that from the city of Calcutta the Government 
will run towards th« niufavssal and the mufassal municipalities will he 
officialised alsd. (A voice: All right.) Jf you say all right then I 
must say “do not cry for tfemocracy”. What is done by the I^eader 
will always be supported by the fqlfowers. (A voice: All right.) I 
tay through you, Sir, that they should not sa^^all right. They ^ould 
say “■Save us from liis master’s voice”. 
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The object of the Bill is this: “The experience of <he working of 
the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, during the last 16 years has demone- 
trated that the political views’ of the party in ix>wer in the Corporation 
have very largely influenced the day to daj* administration of the Cor- 
poration, with the result that the efficiency of the administration has 
^been impaired.” 33 a\ we ask wliet lier the .same tiling has not happen- 
ed in* tlie G(»veinnieTit of Bengal:' Are they rmt giving posts on party 
basis? I can quote seveial instances "^o .show that the present Uovern- 
ment also are favouring this prim iple. Once Sir Nazimuddin told us 
that he was for justice and that he was not favouring his followers. 
This princijile I ajipiecdated but in the present (iove|^inieni justice is 
nowlo'i# to be iound. Favouriti.sin '*isralwa>s being shown to his 
followers and appointments are not given to tho.se who can cjaim them. 
I do not know for what consideration they are iloing all these things. 
If my friends are sanguine that by this amendment the int(i|p8ts of the 
Muslims will be best served, I may say that the interests of the Muslims 
will n&ver be ser\j^d. We have seen that whenever there is a vacancy, 
and applications are invited, the M.A.’s and 11. A. 's are not given the 
appointments; they go to Muslim>^wh() have got no (jualification or have 
got half or no education. ►The other day the Hon’hle the Chief Minister 
in (lue'^tion time rcdVrred to ajipointinent.s in*the Registration Dejiart- 
meut and in the list of apix^intmenis you will fliflhiAhe names of 
many J.A.’s or read up to LA. or read up to Matriculation (Mr. Ahdui. 
Wahaij Khan: No.) I can show that from the yeaf 1937 not a single 
Muhammadan has been taken from the Tip|x*ra district. Why? Bo 
you think there is a paucity of qualified Muslims, dearth of 13. A. ^s and 
M.A.'s in that district? I say “no”. Tippera students head generally 
tin* list of succes.sful graduates and no graduate was found to he fit for 
the posTof a SulTOegistijir. The reason is that no reliance is placed 
on the educational i^prits and their choice falls on those w’ho have got 
extra-education qualifications. 

One good thing i.s to he found in the Bill, that is it provides for 
lower franchise in certain res|)ect8 so as to allow' the poorer section of 
the comraunitv to vote in Corf)oration elections and also to enfranchise 
the occupiers of huts in a hustee. This portion o^the amendment we 
welcome as it .should be. I beg to submit that I do not say that thtre 
is no corniption in the Corporation, I do not sat )J^at there is no 
nepotismi|»r that there is no favourit^m in the Corporation Hub’ I say 
that these can be remedied in other W'ny.s. (A V(HCk: Hf>w? Whnt 
are the ways?) You have |;ead in the newspapers tne other day that in 
Bihar or in some other province (I do not remember exactly which) 
aome Sub-.Tudge used to tlrtce bribe. The^fficials knew about this and 
Government made jt a point to investigate Jnto the matter. A case 
was instituted through the help ol*ihe ofitcials. The moment the 
Judge took money and jRit it in his pocket, he^Ws arrested. Therefore. 
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I say that if the Government appoint some detectives to check bribery, 
half of the bribery will be stopped without delay. 

As regards the questicm of prmciple J do not see why Government 
should officialise self-governing institutions. In a self-governing insti- 
tution we are given opportunity to learn certain preliminary things, and 
we do not want that Government should have control over those ineWitu- 
tions. 

With these words I support Ike motion for circulation. 

Mr. PULIN SENARY MULLICK: Mr. Si^aker, Sir, to any one 
who has access #o the sdcr^ta-ofHhe internal administration of the Cor- 
poration of Calcutta there can '^e no doubt whatsoever that ^he most 
striking feature of the present administration is interference with the 
executive. This interference mu|t be clearly distinguished from the 
regular al||d legitimate orders and directions of tlie Corporation on the 
executive. These orders and directions are exjwssed by the resolutions 
of the CoriKiration and the executive are bound to c^ifry them out. In 
giving such orders and directions there cannot bo any question of inter- 
ference HO long as these orders ami resolutions are passed in the exercise 
oi the legitimate powers, functions and duties of the Corporation or of 
the Standing Committees and in issuing which there is no usurpation 
of authority infringement of la%v. This does not amount to inter- 
ference. But when the ei^ecutive is sought to be hampered in their 
daily task of administration by the Councillors in their individual capa- 
city, the result is of a most damaging character. It is this class of 
interference which the Bill seeks to (‘orrect and which has been the 
feature of the administration since the inception of the (^alcutta Muni- 
eipal Act, 1923, Examples of such interference are well-known to any- 
one who has even a sui^erficial knowledge of^he present administration 
of the municipality. (Mr. Am’ Hoss^in Sark.\iw Bid you ever make 
any pn)test on this matter in any Corjmration meeting?). A few 
instaiu'es of such interference may be cited; — 

(1) Interference by individual Councillors in the matter of appoint- 
ment. When the Chief Executive Officer had the power to make 
apjjointments, it was common exjjerience that in fhaking appointments 
hia had to yield to*ou|side pressure exerted in a manner not conducive 
to the recruitmeiij of the right tyix* of material. 

(2) Individual interference in fixing assessment of holdings. The 
cumulative effect of this has l>e^n to affect substantially and in an 
injurious manner valuation of the city. ^ 

(3) Interference with the executive w’hen they attempt to improve 
the sanitation of a locality.!,, Notices may Have been issued on the 
^wners of holdings whei;^ there are cattle-sheds. There are instances 
Srhere individual Councyioi# have %pproached the executive to relax 
such notices. (Cries of^shame*', “shame*' from the Coalition Party.) 
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(4) Undue influence has been brought to bear on the head of the 
executive when he attempted to punish a delinquent subordinate. The 
delinquent has access to individual Councillors, who brought to bear 
their influence upon the Executive Officer with results which are dis- 
astrous to the morale of any administration. 

• (By Attempts have frequently been made to induce the Chief Execu- 
tive Officer to interfere in cases [tending before the Municipal Magis- 
trates instituted for offences against the Municipal T/Uw. Sir, this is 
a most pernicious feature of the present administration. 

Now the question arises as to what is the reason that makes the 
Chief Executive Officer so susceptible tlie influentie of individual 
Councillors. The answer is obvious. It iS In^cause on the votes of these 
individual Councillors that he has to rely immediately after his terra 
of appointment expires, and the question of his reappointment looms 
up. After all an officer or employee in any organisation from the 
highest to the lowest cannot afford to overlook his personal interest, and 
whenever such interest comes into clash with the interest of the 
administration, human nature being ^wfcat it is, the instinct of self- ^ 
preservation triumphs. The fault therefore lies in the system which 
places the Chief Executive Otlicer within the reach of individuSl 
Councillors and Aldermen. 

The Bill places the head of the executive B&yond itlie reach of 
Councillors and Aldermen and to that extend seeks to render a iniblic 
service of the highest importance to the entire body of citizens of 
Calcutta. The executive will now he in % position to function in a 
determined manner free from all influence without fear or favour. 
(Mr. JoGRsH Chandha Guita : Well, let us take a referendum from the 
citizens ol this cityu) 

Now, Sir, in making selection.s for appointments during the last 
lb years that the Corponition has been working under the reformed 
constitution, tlu* influenc(*s and idiosyncracies either of individuals or of 
the party in,|>ower have nowdiere lieen more manifest than in the quality 
of the staff ultimately actually recruited by them. Such recruitments 
have been made not with an eye to efficiency, not with a view to get the 
best men for the job, but on extraneous consideratione. • 

The remedy suggested by the Government is U) entrust the task of 
recruitment to an outside body unaffected by the currents and cross- 
currents of Corporation politics. Then, again, Sir, this will have a 
further advantage in the fact that the material so recruited will not be 
subservient to any particular group or party in the Corporation, as he 
would not have to depend on such party or group for his appointment. 
Human nature being what it is, the employee who will be appointed 
through the influence of a particular partjj^ or p‘oup, naturally 
favour that particular party or group in his oftcjal career often at the 
expense of general public interest. 
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In this connection, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of Gov- 
ernment to the important fact that of the three members of the proposed 
Public Service Commission one ahould belong to the Scheduled Castes. 
(Cries of ‘‘hear’*, ‘*heaC’.) Members of the Scheduled Castes form 
one-fifth of the total population in the province. Their interests so 
far have been lamentably neglected in the Corporation. . *• 

Other provisions that have been sought to be enacted in the Bill refer 
to the assumption of powers to annul or suspend the proceedings of any 
Cor])oration meeting ^or of any Committee meeting or to dissolve the 
Corporation. So lon^^as the statute under which the municipal Corix)- 
ration of Calcutta works is ^ creature of the Provincial Government, 
there is nothing illogical in Ihe ai^sumption of such powers by Govern- 
ment. These powers will remain in the Statute Book to Ik? applied only 
when occasion arises. Itawould serve as a corrective to be employed 
only on occasions of emergency. If the (>)rporation functions in a 
normal order, if its day to day administration is faultless, if everything 
in the adniiTiistfuition pror(‘e(ls in a sin(K)tb and (►rdeily manner, then 
there will be no oecasimi to utilise tb<‘se powers which are of an extra- 
ordinary character to lie used only when the morale of the administra- 
^on is disintegrated owing to the inefficiency or incompetence of those 
charged with the lash of administration. 

Mr. MIRXA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motion for circulation for the ]nirj)osp of eliciting jiuhlic opinion by 
the dlst December, 1940, moved by my friend, Mr. Satya Priya 
Banurji. 

The reason for the motiem of eireulaticm by my friend is t)bv()ius. 
It is nothing hut to kill the child at its very birth. What for one may 
ask. For the last dozen years and over we haVe witnessed a severe 
tug-of-war between the ditferent parties of conflicting political views to 
control the administration of the t^ih utta Corporation, ^metimes we 
have seen throwing mud and .some obnoxious things to one another in 
some puhli(‘ meetings before the public eyes. Nepotism has been so 
KRiK reigning supreme top to bottom. Ihirty politics and party fric- 
tions have impaired to a great extent its administrative efficiency, 
competency ami good rej>utatiou so strongly vouchsafed and pprhai>a 
against the intention of the great soul of that noble patriot Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjee. Rank cdinmunalism spread its sway over its 
whole limbs and branches most impudently. But curiously enough 
gome of those whp ur© communalists to the backbone assume themselves 
to be the nationalists of the first order and accuse their other honest 
, critics to be rank conuuijnalists. And when a person no less than 
Mr. Kuhhas Chandra Ibse has called the Corporation as an Augean 
stable they have remained silent dying within themselves in morose 
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g'loominess. They . immersed themselves so long in profound cont«m- 
platory satisfaction with the thoughts that their so-called reckless reign 
of suprexpacy within the narrow boundary of the Corporation would 
continue till the day of judgment. So corruptions in and out and viola- 
tion fo the principle of morality very often even in the sanctity of holy 
educational sphere bj" some were not considered sufficient to awaken 
their moral senses. ^ 

However, if time h^ve at^last brought them to 

their senses, it is better for all. Sir, being iitoxicated and blinded 
with pover they have trampled under foot with, don’t care attitude the 
just and fair causes of the Scheduled Castes, . the Anglo-Indians, 
backward Hindu minority classes and of the Muslims and Europeans 
too, but now they are not ashamed to adopl the method of Hitlerian 
propaganda by repeating again and again a quite contradictory fact 
with double force. Such is the nature of the vested interests’ queer 
mentality. Sir, if they have violated the Law of Nature, if they have 
perpetrated something wrong against the principles of Nature, the 
I^aw of Nature must not forget them. The Council which put a great 
hardshij) to the tenantry of Bengal in the year 1928 by making k 
provisitm of the landlords fee of Rs. 20, law of ^pre-emption, etc., 
the self-same Ii'gislature repealed the same obnoxious law just a decade 
after to bring it to an equilibrium by the true representatives of the 
jieople. Now time has come when the scale can no longer In* 
so impudently weighed down on one side, but it must be kej)t just on 
the right balance. No excess. So, the aggrieved classe.s must have 
their just and legitimate rights, nothing more. This j»rinciple may 
undoubte<lly me the hearts of smne vest^^d interests. So they 
may rai.se in vain hue and cry around, but the caravan should and 
must pass on. 

However, Sir, to put a stop to the maladministration, corruption 
and high-handedness, callousness and indifference to the rate-payers 
and different minority communities, the present Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, lias been rightly introduced into the Hoy^e 
end sought to be referred to the Select Committee. 

Coming to its merits we find that the intentions of the Bill are to 
put the Chief Executive Officer free from the party politics of the 
Councillors and Aldermen, to make the appointments over Rs. 50 sub- 
ject to the recommendation of an impartial Service Commission io be 
appointed and to vest more powers in the provincial Government to con- 
trol the dialK)ly*al and ambiguoms affairs of the Corporation. Sir, the 
Hon 'hie Nawah Bahadur, who has sponsored this Bill, did not claim 
it to be complete, and exhaustive; rather he has expressed himself in 
unequivocal terms to invite the members of different shades of opinion 
and to join banjos with him to improve it by removing the defects and 
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which is quite fair and justifiable. I, therefore, appeal to 
the honourable membrs of this House to put their heads together by 
sinking all their differences to improve the Bill in the Sel^t Com- 
mittee. 

In this connection, at this stage I may well warn my friends in the 
opposite that they are not, I am afraid, well advised and well guided 
in adopting the course of opposing the motion foi* reference to Select 
Committee, and thereby opposing the Bill, warn them that if 

they go on in tliis way opposing every beneficent measure simply 
because it is going to be done by the Huq Ministry, then a time would 
come wlien they themselves and their posterity will know not where to 
hide i]i(*ir heads in shame. They walked out, Sir, nay some of their 
Ministers even resigned at the time of passing of the Free Primary 
Education Act, HKIO. They opimsed the Tenancy Act, they are 

opposing the Secondary Education Bill, 1940, and so on and so on. 
And now they are of)posing this Bill. Can th(‘ so-called vested 
interests be so blinded seven-fold? How^ever, Sir, w'ith these remarks 
I oppose the motion for circulation and support that of refenuice to 
Slidect (h)mmittee moved by tlit‘ Ilon'ble Nawal) Bahadur of Dacca. 

Sfijut A8HUT08H MULLICKs Mr. Speaker, Sir, Calcutta 
Municipal Amendment Bill ^ I 

tpCT TOirPt 5t^, — TO 7?, 

TOT T%JRT? frik i (Maulvi 

Ahdttl Waheb Khan : TOnSITJ (JtUi l) TOTOF 

^ TO TO TIRTO , TOt feTOF 

'SRT ^ firrTO ^ CTTO TOI TF 

lilCTTOlt ^ I 

T^TO TO^fttwro flTT5 ’T’OFtW TrtfiRt TOT 

TtV ^ WTO ^ ^ I TOfF ^ f^il^ 

TO ^ OT 5RT TO tffe 

cTOtW<4 CTt^ 1 T^TO »ftTO STOTO 

^ TtotTO ’tft Tfen CTtTO 

CTtJt!tTO ’l-TO ^ ^:rltTO? ftTO C*f^ TO ^ I TO®H, 
TOTOtrotro Hk TIRt?Pf5 cuto® 

'^i^t^TO (7R TOrTO't TTO tfTO I 

ItoBI C*f'^ TO 0?, i 

cn?lTO^ TOtc^ TO TfTOi 

TO TO, (TO«R7 5R^TOr*Br TOBr ’iftffN i 
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(4^ ftc’R 5HvoH ’rmr 

JTC? I c*R c^ ^cTfsFt^ ^nBr i c^<f ^ 

4ni Ff^ ^sRfiRFt^ i 

4^^tl (TT ’TJTBft® ^ ^ (TT 

5T5it^ I Sin ’5nT: ^ 5r5t“lfl Select 

Committee-c^ Iftc^ I 

fr!F^ ^tf 3 T^ ^fC'SlIbHl f% 5 ^ ^- 

f^ ^ ^srtfhrw^ ’Tf^ i5t? ^ ^5 t: ^ 

c?^?rnT ^ og^ f^Tl%r»tT?^ 

^ Sf^ I 

S^ ^3 ^'41 ?rf%ri; ^ l Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, tj tCH f“l'^ ^(4'5if-*1c*<'i <•< ti 6tf^«1 i (Rt^tf^TFl ^ 51 ? 

I >T^5T^ 

^tf?rR-‘^M!4tc44 ?7t€t^’4" nf^f5r5 i 
ST^ T51 iic^4lc^ 

= 5 wc^TTOr ^ '^rmi ^fcR — ^ 

^TsiRi^ RTtt'sfi 5 t^ I 7]^f^ 

%tT? Tn:*4"^ ?f&9 c^^, i^uni TCW5R c^ SnsirsR c?tt<f 

^Ff%cR Rrj'I ? <4T3:?t !rr<5?n ’*^‘^r3Jrtl:9Rr 

(7F ? 5^mt?R 

^f5tcw^ wtc'tTM in? ^ I €t^ ^t csi t R lTi 

'4Cci^^ '3yvpn 5jrft-c;!i4 ^msTR'ci iipT^f f^,*5n 7nR-iT?nR ^tot 

^ ^ I w^tiF I trtr ^ Tf%Trrt‘ 

IVRI ^ I 151^ ^R- 

tr^ f^rjoRR ^ tori ?5t?TR tor m^RvftOTr 

'^fSro^ c^rtr^R ’rbfjr, -tor ^sfft ntsrTt-sfftt ’tjtor 'st^rfm 
c4tvi5 ^ ^rfTOR I ^«nTOR %tOT o^fw^ ?t?n Pmtr^ 

^fRi tr ^Tf^ I -fta Sfrm ^Ttfro^ ^ 

Itosc^, '^rcRi ®R3r5 ?jT«f tpsR i ^ 

T3«?R ^Prc^H I ?7Ri ^-TR ^ ^’Rt^TR 
^^-TR 3R5TO,— ^?R] ^«n *tTti:? fro PrfiRt^ i 

’«mfR «rT5Tc®R ^ ^ I Tvltnn TfR ITOT 'TO^ 

^ ?5Hi cfShr ?f3RFt? 4t^T?Ri ?fsnRTOT jftTOT? *pnr 

^^ftTOR 5Rf5TOnr ’TO ’TO »N, R^F ?f|1% ^tiPF TOR f CTO 
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El SIT7 ’it'st? »tlE <iiE; •E’t'iiHfEfl culyH-Jt ceW ftrs 

f?fin •)El'4l'8 VfEEl EfH I ’WriETtCE EtfttEE isIlT CEE ; C’l^'EET 

^ ^ vftra Etft, fffln 4? ’tee'e vftcEE i 

'fl'F 'I'j'tlH 5%CEE I ¥?1EI EtEE*ltCEE EV-CEtft^W ’TJJeIE ( 

¥5lEl EtETElft, ^'Et^ iHE; ElUg l E^lEl^ I EllfE El CVtE ^WlEl ^PrtcE 
'Et^J 5^51, ElETfE^E PuilEfl 'SlSlCEE^ CVtE EtJ 

fE®feCEE ElE E^CajE EW'iCE fEI^El ISWCEE pirttige EWtlT ElftC'SC^ — 
We E^BI BrtCEE ’tWll ^Wn SJtEftECEE EC^tSC 

SEt^VC'i CEIeEI EfWttf^CEE, “I am picking up the pebbles on the sea-shore 
and the vast ocean of truth lies unexplored before me ?” wTfE El EtW- 
^N5*IEtfr i3lErWff% CETJ fEETl CEtm ECi ^tEt$l-ftE5tE VtfEEl ECE EIReI uiEt 
Et\EtE WEEIETECEE E^ETE IeeIeEEE^ E^SlEtJ ETtEtCE E"^E BStEtf%Et^. 

'SEIVWS E^ETTEM Coalition ParlyE eWs ^ ^ WtReI 

they are becoming untrue to their national prestige, which they hold 
most precious in their national life. 

>11^ EfEECE ^ ulEf E*gEtE ^l5l?n EEEf^E ^EeSIeR^ EtEE'E'flE 

E’gEtE, EftEtE vWfrItS EIW iflEE^'^ ^WECEE E5 RgfEfK ^ «J I ?5tCEE 
^ EiJECEE CE1?EI ’JCE VE ReI^EI EtCW El I CVtE CEEE EECE tjtElEl 

EtETlEfEt ETEE eWs ^SWCEE EETSTlEtOT EIeWF Eltfl ReICE 

•EfE Et’fElE EdEEl EE EC5, EEnCETE 'EtEtpECE tstTTEl eW^ EtCEE I 
¥eTEI 'EffJfTOE E^ ■4Et ife, WeEE, EtTSE Er%^ «REC‘tE tSeIEIE EECEEEl 
!pm EfCEE I firtEI ?.EEEt\ I ?5lCEE SRESEECEE EIES 'EEEE 'Ett^ I 
ElEEl tSlSlCEE ®EE 3EE1 EtR I EHl eEe tSlElEl E#ETE WEE15 1|7E EElE 
tfElE EEE^E eReI EEf^isEVilE ERct RcEE I 

EftWCE ETEtCEE EEl I EtEEl (7!¥ EIEE^ RecE eReI ReCEE eR 
RS^CEE ETtE ^EEEtS E*?JE eRtoR El I EtEEl RjEEE EtCEE Eti^CEE EFt^SE 
ElEllE WRCISR — ^EtCE^ EtEtCEE 5REt5 ®C*tEl eReIE 'SE tE eR I EtEEl 
^ ®tE EE'EtEECEE EE'eeCE CE'l^ttEl CE^ER CPJi eRtoR I ElE 
EtEtCEE ElE CB$ ‘St'lEl EEl, MEEI eRciS EEE E^Et« V^CETE XeRer.RcisR, 
EEER »lt3 eR ElRfll'9 ElilE E'4 eI EtEE EfRc^sR I C? EE'^EtEEE, EtEtCEE 
EEtE R^ ERra FSEtRt eR prestige EtR EE, tSCE EtEtCEE EEl eRei 
E lE eRi EtCEE EiPTtEtEECE RfBEEl eReI CERc^S eR I E lR^ l E t EEtg l E 
prestige, EEE preatigeiflE CECE E? I ^lER ElCE EljlEE EE 
CEBlfR^fE EWI E15 ECE I R'oTReI Et^ECE EtC? eRei CEtSERlI (TIE— 
C>R tfEfe-EEEtEEtE RfCE Et^ f%15CE RCSR El eReI EIRcvS EfCE 
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ftni ^ arifMfl ^ ^ CT5T? ^ ^«f, R5f% 

’^«tTOTT OT-feRM ^rfiPJ rtiJi 

^irti^^f I ^ f%#^ TR «frs?t^ 0?%^ 

’K c*^ir*!c^K RIEki 'ij?* **5^^ "Ht? 

'0 I 

Mr. ilOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, by the 
speech delivered by Mr. Pulin llehary Mullick I have been compelled 
to make a disclosure of one incident here and now. Had the cata- 
logue of interferences in the working of the Corporation of Calcutta 
come from a different mouth, I would not have uttered a single word 
by means of protest. But this catalogue of interferences has come from 
a man who can i)roj)erly he called guilty of graver charges ami mis- 
deeds. Due to his occupation of a better position in the eyes of some, 
being a brother of one of the Ministers of Bengal, he has influenced all 
the departments concerned in securing a change in the name of a par- 
ticular road in his ward after the name of his late brother Mr. Nirod 
Behary Mullick. He had so much influenced the department con- 
cerned that most irregular and illegal actions w(‘re done, and the 
reason is that the extension of scrvii'c of the (^hief Executive Officer 
was pending before the (lovernment for approval. That is w’hy the 
Chief Executive Officer was heljdess to vindicate the right cause, and 
that is also why he was influiuiced to yield to the undm* demand and 
influence of Mr. Mullick. I do not like to say more on this point. 

Sir, in sujiporting the motion for circulation I would like to remind 
the House at (be very outset of the tremendous oj)poHition and 
country-wide resentment evoked by the passage of the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill of 19d9. As it introduced the principle of 
communal electorate in the civic administration of the first city of the 
East it was condemned by a large section of the rate-payers of 
Calcutta as a black measure. Closely upon the heels of this measure 
there is, on the legislative anvil to-day, another Bill which goes far 
beyond its predecessors in severity. T must here and now protest 
agaiskJhe unwarranted encroachment upon the democratic rights of the 
Calcutta Cor|>oration and the attempt at cutting across the very founda- 
tions of our national existence. 

Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons for sponsf>ring the Bill 
speaks for itself. It carries no conviction with anybody. It simply 
breathes a spirit of unseemly communal rancour and determination of 
.the party in power to cru.sh the civic liberty of the people. The ten- 
dency towards progressive officialisation of all public bodies and 
institutions is gi menace which w'e propose to combat to our last 
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breath. The tyranny of the majority had never been so real, The 
capricious spleen of an artificial majority bolstered up by licensed 
lackeys of an alien imperialism is, to-day, to the calamity of the 
whole nation, undermining the basic structure of self-government in 
this province. The increasing fascination of the Calcutta Corporation 
conjes with ill-grace from many of the supporters of the Government 
who profess to fight elsewhere on democratic principles. There are 
j)eople who w'ould conduct a war on republican princijde, trample 
down the liberties of the people on autocratic principle, support a 
reactionary Government on legal and constitutional principle and give 
a go-bye to all principles wlien their vested interests are at stake. 

Coming to the specific provisions of the Bill I find that they are 
not worth the paper on which they are wTitten. The Calcutta Cor- 
poration is fiuictioning for the last sixteen years and on no single 
occasi<i^ did the Government find any occasion to interfere in the civic 
affairs although tliey were specifically empowered to do so, in case of 
maladministration, by (he Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923 and sub- 
se(juent amendment thereto 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Where is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not kmov, but there is some Hon’ble 
Ministtu' luM’c. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, he has n(»t been in good health, so he is not in the Chamber, 

Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANUAL: This fact alone 

constitutes a striking testimony to the ellieiency of that body. The 
irresistible conclusion is that the Calcutta Corj)oration is running its 
administration to the satisfaction not only of the people but also of the 
authorities. As a logical corollary, it is this fact again, which con- 
stitutes the gravest indictments of the present Ministry trying to up- 
set the stable e<juilil)rium in the interest of a caucus. 

The appointment of the Chief Executive Officer by the GoveThment 
above the head of the rate-i>ayers ami their accredited representatives, 
virtually making him irremovable, is a measure which will he blessed 
by none, inasmuch as the said nominee of the Government will be 
v«‘sted with unlimited power to lord it over the people, whose servant, 
in huv and equity, he ought to he. There is absolutely no reason to 
Indieve that a inemWr of a stetd frame or what is worse, its Provincial, 
variant would efficiently administer the city with his bureaucratic mind 
and temperament, utterly unused to grapple with the problems of 
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civic and public life. We know too well their uneviable record in dis- 
tricts and subdivisions. The interests and the welfare of more than 
a million of rate-payers are to be trusted to the tender mercy of a full- 
blooded bureaucrat, placed, for all practical purposes, almve all the 
teprCsentatives of the people. 

In the second place setting up of a Statutory Service Commission 
depriving the Corporation of the right to appoint its own officers is a 
colossal joke — a joke to which the House should have been treated on 
an All FooCs Day. It is a supreme tragedy that the Chairman of 
such a Commission should again be a Government officer having to his 
credit a good rec'ord of riding roughshod over the public opinion for at 
least ten years, bec'ause it is these peojde and these peojde alone who 
would be marked out for further reward and advancement by the 
Imperialist Government and their trusted henclimen. It is not the 
substance of power, not the shell but only the husk which wilf J^e left 
to the rate-payers, and the outsiders alone will have the power to 
play ducks and drakes with the rate-payers’ money. I can asjftire the 
House that no 8elf-resi)ei‘ting person will be found willing to 8(*rve th(! 
Corporation as Councillor and Alderman if the Bill is passed. It will 
be a jubilee for loyalists, flunkeys and the docile tools of the Govern- 
ment. It will be a proce.ssion of phantoms. The real man will bid 
his everlasting farewell to a Corj)(»ration, once rich with the tradition 
of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee responsible for the Calcutta Municij)Hl 
Act of 1923 and of Deshbandhu Das of hallowed memory', the first 
Mayor of the first City of the East. Sheep will l»e strutting in hero’s 
garb and v^ill make a merry band with the imi>erialiNts. 

Then, Sir, the supersession of the departments of the Corporation 
on grounds which the Ministers alone will decide is th(* very negation 
of self-government, and remirHls us of the suspending ami disjH'nsing 
power of the Crown in England in the days of Juraes II. Ministers 
are trying to put the clock of i^rogress hack but bistorit’al forces are 
more powerful than the Chief Ministers and the titled landlords. The 
dissolution of the body of Councillors and Aldermen is another perni- 
cious provision of the Bill which cannot be too highly condemned. 
The autonomy of the Corporation will he reduced to a farce. The 
rate-fmyers will have nothing to hope and nothing to exjiect from a 
l)ody so emasculated. 

There are, Sir, very many sweeping and reckb'ss charges made 
against the Corporation. The raemlM*r-in-charge of the Bill has not 
thought fit to specify them which undoubtedly shews the weakness of 
his case. When all is said and done it must In* confessed that the 
Calcutta Corporation has acquitted itself well and justified its exist- 
ence. After all, no human institutions, even the present Bengal 
Government o^ no human being except oUr Chief Minister is perfect. 
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With all its faults the Calcutta Corporation has made a pheno> 
menal jirogress in the sphere of free Primary Education, health and 
sanitation of the City, maternity and children welfare works, baby 
clinics, milk kitchens, contribution to technical and educational insti- 
tutions, free libraries and a host of other social service works. P will- 
invite the attention of the House to the Report of the Special Com- 
mittee of the Calcutta Corporation in this regard, and if the Govern- 
ment will be able successfully to challenge the said report, I, for one, 
would waiiiy my opposition to the Bill. 

Finally, I must add that the Bill before the House is inopportune 
and ill-timed. When the sky is rent by the death agony of nations, 
when the throbbing of war drums fills the air, when the battle flags are 
unfurled by mighty belligerents, I would appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill, in the interest of decency, to defer the 
consideijition of the Bill without making an unedifying scramble for 
loaves^and fishes on the dead bodies of our common human fraternity. 

Wi#i these few words. Sir, I support the amendment moved by 
my friend Mr, Banarji. 


Adjourmnofit. 

Tt being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 5th 
September, HMO, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 


Assembly met iu the Assembly House, Caleutta, on Tliurstlay, 
Ihe 5tli September, 1940, at 4-4-') p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Siieaker (tlie lluirble Klian Habadur Azi/UJ. 11 K, 

c.i.E.) in the Chair, 9 ]roirt)](‘ Minist^M-.s ami im in1u‘ns. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Extension of service granted to Indian Medical Service and lirngal 
Medical Service officers. 

*242. Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether any officer of the Indian Medical Service or Bengal 
Medical Service ha.s received extension of service after the 
usual period of service is over; and 

(ii) whether any officer working in Sfl honorary capacity in any of 
the (/) visiting posts and (it) junior visiting |x)8ts of the — 

(1) Medical College nosi)ital8, 

(2) Sambhunath Pandit Hospital, 

(3) Howrah General Hospital, ttnd^* 

(4) Campl)ell Ho.spitals, 

has received extension after the usual tenure is over? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state on what grounds such extensions were 
given ? 

(c) Will the Hon^de Minister be pleased to state whether extension 
of service after 56 years of age is against the principle of Government? 

(d) Is it a fact that the decision of extension of service of an officer 
is made after the post is advertised? 
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MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
COVfzPNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja 

Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca)| (a) (i) Indian Medical Service nil 
and ilenf^al Medical Service one. 

(ii) Yea. Such extension is usual under the rules governing these 
appointments. The question does not, however, arise in respect oJ the 
Howrah General Hospital which is not a State hospital. 

(b) In the interest of the public service. 

(C) Yen 

(d) Not always. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer {a) (/), 
wdll the Hon'hh* Minister he pleased to state the sj)eeial reasons for 
giving extension to one Bengal Medical Service man? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 


Provision of girls’ schools by District School Board of Faridpur. 

•243. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(/) that the District School Board of Faridpur have not made any 
provision for girls’ schools and maktabs in their programme; 

(n) that co-education for boy s and girls in the same school does not 
find favour with any section of the people especially the 
Muslims; and 

{Hi) that by manners and customs of the societies the girls cannot 
undertak^anf journey beyond the limits of the para they 
live in? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government propose to take 
for making provision for education of the girls? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DERARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) An amount of Rs. 15,081 has 
been provided in the budget of the District School Board for 1940-41 
for grants-in-aid, stipends, etc., to girls’ schools. 

(u) and (m) Yea. 
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(b) The cost of establishing separate schools for boys and girls is 
for the present beyond the power of the District School Board to meet. 
The Board is therefore acting upon the instructions laid down in rule 
3 (c), of the Rules published in Notification No. 708 Kdn., dated the 
27th March, 1940, a copy of which is placed on the table. 

• * . . 

Copy of Notification referred to ift the reply to clause (6) of starred 
question No. 243. 

Notification. 

No. 708Edn. — 27th Marcli 1940. — In cxerciM* of the powers 
conferred by clauses (n) and (o) of sub-section (2) of section 0t> of the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act, lOdO (Bengal Act VII of 
1930), thabo vernor is jileascd to make tin* following rules: — 

Rules under clauses {n) and (o) of s}fh-sert wn {2) of sect ton (i(> of the 
Bengal {Rural) Primary Education .4c/. providing for the 

manner of preparing schemes for the en tension of primary educa- 
tion under clause (c) of suh-sectam (/) of section 23 of the said 
Act and the manner of opening additional primary ■4^ehools and of 
the e.rpansion of ej’isfing primary schools referred to in clause id) 
of suh-section (/) of the said sicfion 23. 

1. (1) The Board .shall make a survey of tlie hn’ation and 
standard of the existing j)fimary schools and shall Irume a scjjeine (d 
suitably located an<l projnuly distributed piiinary s(‘hf)ols within the 
area under the authority of each union fMutnl, union coniinittee or 
pancdiayat based ujmn sueli survey. 

(2) For the purimse of sub-rule (/) a preliminary survey should be 
carried out by the local e<Iucational inspecting officers and smh officers 
shall also be members of any regional committees which may be set 
up by the Board for the purpose of n*j»orting for the information of 
the Board upon sucli preliminary .surveyv ^ 

2. In preparing schemes for the extension of primary education 
under rule 1 the Board shall se<* that the primary schools maintained 
by it are distributed in such a way that subject to local adjustments 
and special considerations, particularly in area.s with special geogra- 
phical features, each primary sch(H>l maintained l)y the Board may 
serA’e an area of 3*14 stjuare miles (a circle of one mile radius) or 
alternatively, a peculation of 2,000 persons. 

3. In preparing such schemes, regard shall be had to the follow- 
ing: — 

(a) Everv^ primary schrml maintained by the Board shall In? <*T>en 
to both boys and girls of school age. 
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Explanation, — For the purpose of this clause the following shall 
ordinarily he the school age, namely: — 

Ages f) to 7 years ... Class I. 

Ages 7 to 8 ,, ... Class II. 

Ages H to 9 ,, ... Class III. 

Ages ft to 10 ,, ... Class IV. . 

(h) (lirls above class IT or above eight years of age sliall not he 
crtinpell(*{l to attend classes with hoys. 

(c) If for iinancial reasons separate girls’ jiriniary schools cannot 
he ])rovi(led, gills may he comjyelled to attend primary 
scliools under the following or such other suilahle arrange- 
ments, which may he prescribed by tin* Diretdor of Public 
Instruction : — 

(/’) Boys and girls of classes J and II to attend Cj‘rt-educational 
class(*s from 10-00 a.m. to 1 p.m. and to In^ .di^mi^sed at 
1 p.m. 

(//) In class(‘s III and IV hoys to attend one day in ttie morn- 
ing’ (10-00 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and on the next day In the 
afternoon (1-00 p.m. to 4-00 j).m.) and girls nrr rrr^a ; 
thus, if hoys attiunl in the mornings of Monday, Wethies- 
day and Friday and in the afternoons of Tue.>day, 
Thursday and Saturday in a w(‘ek, girls will attend in th(‘ 
afternoons of Monday, Wednesday and Friday and in »he 
mornings of the other days. 

4. The Board may under special cin’um.^tances take into 
consideration the primary seUyols maintained by the union hoard under 
the control of tlie Board or those under private managc'inent recognised 
under section 54 of (he Act, in preparing or giving effect to a ‘•cheme 
for the extension of primary education under clause (cl or clause <d) 
of sub-section (/) of section of the Act. 

5. Every projj^)sal relaUng to the distribution, estahlishmeiit, 
transfer or ahidition * 0 ! primary si'hools by the Board shall have the 
opinion of the District Inspector of Schools recorded thereon in 
writing before it is finally ad(»ptcd by the Board. 

G. The union hoard, the union committees or the penchayat, 
as the case may he, shall he consulted by a Board regarding the site 
and locution t)f primary schools within their respective areas, helore 
preparing or giving effect to a scheme under clause (c) or clause (d) 
of sub-section (7) of section 23 of the Act. 

By order of the Governor, 

H. 

Secretary to the Gor^emment of Bengal, 
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Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of the Presidency /Burd wan/ 
Rajshahi/ Dacca /Chittagong Division, for information, and communi- 
cation to the Presidents of the District School Boards. 


No. 708(2)/2Edn. 

Copy, with a copy of the above endorsement, forwarded to the (1) 
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, and (2) Public Health and 
Local Self-Government Department of this Governimuit for informa- 
tio)i 

M. U. S.XKKAK, 

Assistant Secretory to the Govcruvient of Bengnl. 
Calcutta, the 27th March 1940. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
will tilt' Hoirble Mini^te^ be pleased to state whether the 
amount of Its, lo^dSl has been tlist ributed 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 coubl not say that. 
That is a mutter for the District St'hool Board; 1 have no information. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Taking it for granted that girls' 
education re([uireH expansion at the present moment, will the llon'ble 
Mjpister l)«i pleasf'd to state if the proeffHure adopted will ijiit hamper 
the education of the girls? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which aitfwert were laid on the table) 

Reservation of posts for women in the coming rural health 
reorganisatfon scheme. 

120. Miss P. B. BELL-HART: (a) Will the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ixxal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state, in connection with the rural health reorganisation 
scheme which has recently been notified. ht»w many of the — 

(i) 2,5tK) posts of medb'ul otficer.', of health; 

(ti) 84 assistant medical health otHcers; and 
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{lii) 5,000 health asnistants, 
have been reserved for women? < 

(5) If the answer to {a) is in the nej^ative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

he pleased to state what are the reasons for the exclusion of women? 

* 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether the work 
of the 12,500 duiH will he supervised hy male or women doctors? 

(d) If the supervision work is to be done hy male doctors, will the 
llon’hle Minister he jdeased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will tlie Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state wdiether the dai$ 
wdll he trained ly male or women doctors? 

(/) If they are to h(‘ trained hy male doct()rs, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reason thereof? 

{(/) Will the llon’hle Minister he ph'ased to state — 

{i} w'lieii the ruJ'ul h(‘alth rt'orcanisation scheme is likely to be 
put into operation ; and 

(ii) w'hat are the likely centres wdiere it will first he introduced? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBUtLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

(«) and (5) A partial scheme t<ir reor^^aiiisation of rural puhlic' health 
Hervi(!es is under the consideration of ( iovernment. It this scheme is 
finally apj)roved, some assistant medical ers of health and a large 
numher of rural me<lical health (diiccus ami health assistants are likely 
to he employed. No reservati(m has been iiiade for wmmm.*' Very few, 
if any, (lualitied mediral woimm health assistants are at i)n‘seul likely 
to he available ami \jnless tiie scheme is approved and initiated, it 
('uniiot he said lor certain whether women workers would l)e useful. 
The existing conditions in the rural areas do not also appear to he suit- 
able . In any case, the matter will he borne in mind and eonsidered 
at the time the seheme is initiated. 

(c) and {d^ It is propo.sed to employ part-time dais who will he 
under the supervision of the rural medical oflicers who w*ould be males. 
In any case, medical women doctors are nol at all likely to he available 
for such work of supervisit»n. 

(e) and (/) 7>&w are at present traineti by the local bodies with 
grants from Uoverninent. Heiierally the training is imparted hy male 
doctors as women doctors are not available. 

ig) {i) I would refer the honourable member to the reply to (a). No 
final decision has yet been made. 
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(ii) As at present contemplated, the scheme will be introduced in 
the following seven sulxlivisions in the seven districts — 

(1) Manikganj subdivision in the Dacca district. 

^2) Goalundo subdivision in the Faridpur district. 

(3) Kaiidi subdivision in the Murshidabad district. 

(4) Sadar subdivision in the Kangpur district. 

(5) Sadar subdivision in tbe liakarganj district. 

(G) Sadar subdivision in the Jessore district. 

(7) Sadar subdivision in tbe Mymensingh district. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether be has got a list of qualified female doctors I' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Di^s 

I am not aw’arc if there is such a list. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if all tbe qualified female dcK’tors are provided with 
appointments either by (loveriiment, or district board or lo(;ul board 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

M I have said, I am not aware. So far as I have been able to gather, 
there are too few qualified female (loctors. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he says that no female doctor is available for the 
purpose mentioned by him? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

That is my information 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: ?C9tinr Rf m C¥tnf 

TN Hon>bl6 Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daeea: 

Yes; certainly. 



m QUESTIONS. [&m &«., 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: cn jtoe iIW C4 l MC^«< T 


Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Communal ratio of clerks in several Government offices at Jalpa^guri. 

121. Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in cliarj^e of tlie Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement sbowiiif? since April, ]!)37, up to June, 1940, with 
regard to Jalpaiguri — 

(/.) the number of (1) permanent, and (2) temporary clerks appoint- 
ed in the office of — 

(1) Deputy Commissioner, 

(2) Klias Mahal, and 

(0) Circle Officers; 

(ii) the number of them that are — 

(1) ('ante Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, 

(d) Muslims, and 

(4) of other communities; 

{in] (1) the name, (2) caste, (0) native district, and (4) (jualiiicatiou 
of each clerk ajipointed during the period ; and 

{iv) (1) the date of appointment, (2) the succesvsive periods of 
service, and (3) the date of discharge of each temporarily 
appointed clerk? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the ques- 
tion of communal ratio since its introduttion has lieen considered and 
maintained at the time of appointment? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
lie pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in oharge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
HM*blo Sir Bijoy Pmuul Singti Roy): {a) Three statements A, B 
and C furnishing the information in respect of the office of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Jal])aiguri, including Khas Mahal office and office of 
Circle Officers are laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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SiaUmerU “ 5 ” referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstairred question No, 121^ 
showing the names, qualifications and native district of permanent and 
temporary clerics appointed from the 1st April, 1937, to the 30th June, 
1940. 


Name. 

Caste. 

PirmtHMit eltrkt. 

Native district. 

Qualifications. 

1. Syed Abdua Salek 

Musbm 

Domiciled at 

Jalpaigun. 

B. A. 

2. Hemanta Kumar Sarkar 

. . Minority com- 
munity. 

Jalpaiguri 

Matriculate. 

3. Bhupendra N. Bliatiiiotiarji 

. . Hindu 

Nadia 

Do. 

4. Pran Copal Joardar 

. . Bclieduleil 
Castes. 

Do. 

Do. 

5, Pareah Cb. Cbakravarty 

Hindu 

Pabna 

B.A. 

6. Azizur Kaliman 

. . Mualim 

Noakliah 

Matnculato. 

7. Mozammal Ha(|uo 

Do. 

Jalpaigun 

Do. 

8. Gurudaa Mukhcrjco 

. . Huidu 

Domiciled at 

Jalpaiguri. 

Do. 

0. Prauendra Nath Daa 

Do. 

Darra 

Do. 

10. Mahf'udra Kumar Nag 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

11. Azizur Uahman (11) 

. . Mualim 

Jalpaigun 

Do. 

12. Karuna Kanta Barma 

. . SchtMhilcd 
Caatea. 

Ttmporary cUrki. 

Do. 

Do. 

1. Pan*Mh Ch. (’liakravarty 

Hindu 

Pahna 

B.A. 

2. BhalxMidra Nath Daa 

. . ScIukIuUh] 

(’aatf's. 

Jalpaigun 

Matriculate. 

3. Azizur Uahman (11) 

Muahm 

Do. 

Do. 

4, OurudaH Miikhorjoo 

. . Hindu 

Do. 

Do. 

5. Karuna Kiuita Barma 

. . SoIhhIuUhI 
('aatcH. 

Do. 

Do. ' 

6. Mahondra Kumar Nog 

. . Hindu 

Dacca 

Do. 

7. Kaliomat AIj 

. . Muahm 

Jalpaigun 

Do. 

8. Azizur Rahman (11) 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

0. Maliondra Nath Daa 

. . St'lttxluletl 
('aaU«. 

Do. 

Do. 

10. Nurul Huda 

Mualiin 

Do. 

Do. 

11. SonUieh K. Uhoac 

Hindu 

Do. 

Do. 

12. Nitya Nanda Biawaa 

. , Scheilulod 

Castes. 

Nadia 

Do. 

13. Azizur Uahman 

Muslim 

Noakhali 

Do. 

14. Puapeiulra l^v Kumar 

SchedukHl 

Castes. 

Jalpaiguri 

Do. 

15. Anwar Khetab 

Muslim 

Do. 

Do. 

16. Md. KaaemMia 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

17. Md. Juuaid Ali 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

18. Madliab Ch. Barman 

. . SclwHiuled 

Castes. 

Do. 

Do. 

10. Jnan Hanjan Talapaira 

Hindu 

Do, 

Do. 

20. Anwar Klietab 

. . Mualim 

Do. 

Do. 

21. Sontoali K. ChnM 

'HinHi* 

TV. 

TV. 
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iW: 

StatemetU **€"* referred to in the reply to dauae (a) of unatarred guealion 
No. 121, idwwing the dale of appointment, periods of service and the date of 
discharge of each temporary clerk appointed in the office of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, from the IH April, 1937, to (he 30th June, 1940. 


• 

Name. 

Date of 
appoint- 
ment. 

Suc<'e88i\‘e sendee. 

Date of 
discharge. 

From. 

To. 

1 . 

Paresh Ch. Chakravarty . . 

1-5-37 

1-5-37 

30-6-38 

30-6-38 

2. 

Bliabendra Nath Da« 

1-5-37 

1-5-37 

31-7-37 

31-7-37 

3. 

Azizur Rahman 

1-5-37 

1-5-37 

30-9-37 

30-9-37 

4. 

Qunidas Mukherjee 

10-9-37 

31-8-38 

10-9-37 

31-8-38 

6. 

Kanina Kanta Barma 

1-10-37 

1-10-37 

24-6-39 

24-6-39 

6 . 

Malwndra Kumar Nag . . 

MO-37 

1-10 37 

7-2-39 

7 - 2.39 

7. 

Raliamat All 

1-10-37 

1 10-37 

31-5-39 

31-5-39 

8. 

Azizur Raliman, II 

1-10 37 

1-10 37 

19-5-39 

19-5-39 

9. 

Mahondra Nath Dan 

13-12-37 

13-12-37 

31-3-38 

31-3-38 

10. 

Nurul Huda 

10-12-37 

I 

10-12-37 

31 3-38 

31-3-38 

11. 

Sontosh Kumar GhoBh . . 

j 11-12-37 

11-12-37 

13-12-37 

13-12 37 

12. 

Nitya Naii<ia BiHwaa 

11 12-37 

11-12-37 

31-3-38 

31-3-38 

13. 

Azizur liahroan, I 

10-12-37 

10-12-37 

15-3-38 

15-3-38 

14. 

PuHhpondra Deb Kumar 

3-1-38 

3-1-38 

31-3-38 

31-3-38 

15. 

Anwar Klietab 

10-1-38 

10-1-38 

Still in He 

rvicti. 

16. 

Md. KaMcin Mia 

2-2-38 

2 2-38 

31-3 38 

31-3 38 

17. 

Sontosh Kumar GhoBh 

4 11 38 

4-11 38 

Still in 

rvittj. 

18. 

Jnan Ranjan Talapatra . . 

27 1-39 

27-1-39 

31-3 39 

31 3-39 

19. 

Md. Junaid All 

1612-39 

16-12-39 

31-3 39 

31 -3 -.30 

20. 

Madhab Chandra Barman 

16-12 39 

16-12-39 

31-3-39 

31-3-30 

21. 

Mahaimnatl Kiw^em Mia . 

27-1-40 

27-1-40 

Still in Hurvice. 


Priparation of proUmlnary voters’ list for Rangpur Distriot Board 

elootion. 


122. Kazi EMDAOUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Oovemtnent Department 
be pleased to state whether any i>reliminary voters' list for the ensuing 
Raugpui District Board election has been prepared? 
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[Sth Sept., 


{!)) With reference to the reply given to clause (h) (vii) of 
unsfarred question No. 24 on the 12th December, 1939, will the Hon^ble 
Miiiiwier be pleased to state whether the names of voters of the Bhog- 
dan^ni Union in Kurigram police-station, have been incorporated 
therein / * 

(a) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jdeased to state whether the names of the voters of the 
Bhogdanga Union will be incori^rated before final publication? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the final 
list for the ensuing llangpur District Board election is likely to be 
puldished ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(n) The j>reliininary JJlectoral Bolls are under preparation. 

(/j) and (c) The names of the voters of the Bhogdanga Union will 
be included in the Electoral Boll of the Kurigram Ck)n8tituency. 

(<'/) The final Electoral Bolls are likely to be published in January, 

mi. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when tli(‘ election of the Bangpur District Board is likely to 
take plu<'eP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Six months after the electoral rolls are published. 

Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state who bears the (‘ost of i)reparing the electoral rolls — 
Government or the district Iward? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the first supplementary question of yours; 
otherwise, that (piestion does not arise. 1 think you had better put a 
separate question. 


Work done by Special Officer, Scheduled Castes Education. 

123. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Dep»artment he pleased to state what the 
Scheduled Cast(»« Spet ial Officer, since his appointment, has done in 
the shape of organising schools and promoting education among the 
Scheduled Castes in the district of Burdwan? 



1940.] QUESTIONS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs One senior scliolarship of 
K8.15 per mensem, 3 junior scholarships of Ks.lO i>er mensem, 12 
college stipends at the usual rates and 3<S schw)! stipends at Rs.4 per 
mensem have been awarded to Scheduled fasle students of the Burdwan 

distik^t. 

• • 

The Scheduled Castes S}>ecial Officer has not as yet done anything 
by way of organizing schools. So far his business has l)een to find out 
what schools can be classified as Scheduled Castes schools and then to 
get money for them. He has not the tinie to initiate piojiosals for 
the organisation of individual schools. But, if the Scheduled Castes 
public of the Burdwan district would like him to go to Burdwan and 
advise them about the organisation of schools he will do so gladly. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the salary of the Sj)ecial Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: J do not remember at the 
present moment. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the functions ami duties of this Special 
Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: To advise Oovcrnment 
regarding the reijuirements of Sch(‘duled Caste education and to take 
steps for fhe advancement c»f Scheduled Caste education. 


Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this officer has at all gone to Burdwan? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know if he has 
been asked to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That que.stion does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon’ble Minister says 
that if the Scheduled Caste public of Burdwan would like him to go 
to Burdwan, then this officer would go there. 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. I do not know if he has 
been asked or whether he had gone. 



POINT OF PEIVILEGE. 


[&IH SkFT., 


ao^ 


Point of Prhrilogo. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Ou a point of privilege, 
Sir 

« 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: May I say, Sir, that some 
questions were held over yesterday as well as some days before? May 
they not be taken up to-day, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They are all Sir Nazimuddin’s questions. Sir 
Nazimuddin has arrived only to-day, and He does not know the 
position about them. So I propose that these li eld-up questions will 
be taken up to-morrow for his convenience. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I rise on a point of 
privilege. Sir? Three members of this House, Messrs. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherji, Sihnath Banerjee and Narendra Narayan 
Chakra varty, are at present in detention in jail under the Defence of 
India Itules. Tliere is nothing in the Government of India A<*t which 
prevents them from attending to their duties in this House. Section C9 
of the Government of India Act says 


Mr. 8PEAKERS Well, I know all about that. You come to your 
point. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Very well, Sir. Becentlv 
a resolution has been pas.sed in the House of Representatives an Burma 
calling upon tlie Government to bring to the House a certain member 
of that House whose name is U Chit Pe who was undergoing nine 
months’ imprisonment, for having committed a rash act causing some 
injury. If it has been possible for a resolution like that to lie passed 
in that House in Burma calling upon the Government to give him 
facilities to be present in the House, then I think, Sir, it may be 
equally possible for this House also, and I think it is incumbent on 
the Government to do so as there is nothing against it in the Act. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Y ou (‘an give notice of a similar resolution here, 
and I will consider it. It is for the Government and the members of 
this House, however, to accept or not to accept it. I cannot say 
anything further. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE; That is why, Sir, I 
put my question in the f(»rm of a point of privilege. I consider it a 
matter of privilege that members should have facilities to attend to 
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their buginess here and Government also on their part should see that 
there is nothing that stands in the way of their doing so. I want 
your ruling on this point, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I will take up this point later on. 

Dr; SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: There crops up another 
question, Sir, in this connection, for in the meantime Srijut Narendra 
Narayan Chakravarty has been absent from the House for well-nigh 
60 days and the question will arise of his being granted leave. So this 
question, too, has to be settled. 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that that question will have to be settled 
independently of this point of privilege. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

[The debate on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill was then 
resumed.] 

Maulvl MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: 

^ Second Amendment 

Bill Hou8e<il? I (TT 

(Mr. Asimuddin : ^ C^t^T ^ 

I ^ 

^ ??tc^ esf^ 'iJT| i 

(A member of the Congress Party: 

I ) ^ '9Pnn ^ftPr i 

( Laughter. ) I 

(Mr. Abu Hossain Sabkab; '®rt‘®pTTC^ 

OftOTf ^R7 I f^Sat^Tl Ft? — 

’PR '®RTFt? ’dRbt?! WTFPT fWPlPl ^rftTTtC^ fTOTOTT 

(7f? ’TR (Tfpr ariR FtR?n <4? ^stipr ^ttf% c^m 

♦tr*F C’l??!? RfSiPlI ^f%r5 Ft? I 

Mr. 8YEO 4ALALUDDIII HASHEMY: On a personal explanation Sir. 

c^rm <4? <7i ^ c^tc^t^tr c4 

cm ^ 'BIRY f%5 ’ft? Sir ^ f% 

c^tcsfff I ^ ^C4tR%tT— 
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MaulW MO. MOZAMMEL HUQ: ^ ^ 

I ^ 55f!T 'JrW? ^<ifS 'BTtCf I <il^* 

f%#fl C'tRTC’^ I 

I j 

^«f] a ^nTTT^^rtfl’ ^fsn' 

^ ^ ’S^TORt'^ ^ ^fro 

^ 5rf%7i c^ (?j c^ fro 

PtTtcf^, (7T&1 ‘ii^ ^ ^^1 ^:ztfpr?f ’piBt 

clMi I ?f% a #1 T^rsi fw ^ 

5T?^ ^ 5?T^ (Tlfel f% ^ «ITf% 

? (TfTt ®RT «itf% 

I CTt^3 '3 m^, ^ ^tz^ 

(71 C^ ^ tffe^MCVf^ gtep ^ cjtm ^ I 

^ ^.'^so >R (Tt 

?tr3 ^fcs ^nrtc^ TM wfcn Sfertcf , (?t^% ^rf? 

(r^Si ^ ^;c?pr 'r ^r%i 

“'srwm '^rfwr^'c^' ^ ^sC^ (7r$i 

f^: ^ 

’ifrs ^fk^R, (Tf^ ^rftn '^ttf^i ^ c^fc^ 

•OT^?n firCcTQ, Ootcft^ C^eTt^ f%f^ ^?F5 (7r*t*^ '^4C®l5 

'$T^ ^STHTR 'il^t ^f51 '5t??tC^ W^ V3M<R^ s5T5tQ (?TWl — 

^’C^nTTiT fk^ I %f^ 

^f%^fTc^, ^fei “^RsfiiH tiibic^p ^rti?i kn ^ilFctf 

I 4'flC^R^"fC^'^ ®R7 <£l^vfi ^l’a(^ f%f% ^fiT^Ttfk^. 

^ ^ C^l ^f%1 

^Ffktfkr I Fiiovij c^ ^ ^^tw '®fR^ ?rk^ ^$ln c*f^i^^i fks 

I ^f%¥tf|?7H ai '‘^liniR vii^ ^(tfnr w 

^<rr i ^ w ^fkt^ 3 

^Hit>li? c^ fkn ^ik5 S*rr$ 

SjiiJRsjH I '^[*3^ — **'5 C^ ^3’Tt’^pftfW 

Pf f5rv?” 'ilWTtm ^ (TR? ?f%C^ "^IRP’T 3 

7T? ^ 3rc5R, ^ ^ 

^ c*rsfi ^ I ^‘'tsTtOT I ^ 

y<r ifk^r Tp^ ^rt% <fwi i ?jc^ 

(?ffk^ I firgifn ’F^Tlt^R ^ 

1!tc^ (7R ? C? 'aRtm, ^7f5W 

3 TOR, ^ (Tot (7f^ (TtWi ^ 1 Mff%, tot¥ ^tSPw^ 
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^Pi4Iv5i ^ ^ ^ ^5^ <7ft^ f%f%5 1 ^fjn 

Building Committee^ CTOT %5R, ^ ^ 

(7T-^ ^arf^ fi if r aif H "3^ I ’^tgfcTrsnr^®! 

’rcT'3 \5tm ^ ^ (?ft<f — f% mt^ i ^ cp^ 

'?s^, — sp^ ^c^i'4»*^ yrspjT^ TfS*^>r«T^c^ 

^ TtriifPT? ^ iftfrr ^ ypnrfnin f%f 

^l%<n w "srnr f%5 ^ ^ ^ Pfg 

StfesR, fVl (7T ^1 

yppTt^^'5t^ 'rrft ^ 

^5T 

I ^>T5nt=T ^sl®f«^T3T^ ^‘^C^fC*'R ^ 3Tt'4 ^f%?n I 

^ ^f%?n ^t5lft'5tr^ “'iftwt^” ^ c*rQ?i 

?r^7t%T I (TT^ftr^ ^ ^•ctfPRT '^Ttufnr %:^ , ^ ym^r »riw^j 

I (TT^^^TT^ ^ !i!^fllC^ I yrsRt^ ^3 Scheduled 

Castes^ ^tf5 5T? I 4tffi 5t?r I C^^-fi 

^*??*fT<R yr5pr^r?n ^?n:^fcfl**fcH i <5 

’R “'SfHft^” (?r^fTC^ (M^ ^ <ii^: ^8ft^ f^it^, Wo Wl 

TK\^ ’trf%^ ^ I ^ ^mtm 

JR ^Tf w^ ?j#sn I wi:^ crt 

Bengal Tenancy Act ^tfR ^It^RTTR ®WC?R UR7 

Bengal Money-lenders Act <1N ^R7rt<frin:’'R SWC^ W^ 

Secondary Edu ation Bill ^ fwfTORr 

appreciate^ ^ tf^ vftf?F5, vision ^ 

vitiated ^ ISRl 5"^, oppoeitionil ^ 

support 5^’f?IC^'^ I vfjiC] *ff%OTr ^ Bengal 

Money-lenders Bill i?R ^rtrs oppose 1 ’^rt^pTRi 

¥^CMI«nC-=R tT'^ ftOTl ftyRTR't ^FfiRt%5TH, (R »il^ fi|^ 

W*t v5t?n I Secondaiy Education Billcp?r f%Jin- 

«fwc^3 (r «fTf% 1 fVi 

^irmi Rf ? ?rwR, ^rfR 3 yr ^R^rstOTf Swir^ ^ 

’WR »ffl^R, W] ^=iFf?nr5 ?ifc<S 1 in 

^5 -stapf — ^ f%5 ^fRt<»t W] purify ^ ^ItT^ j 

f%j ^ I «r^r35 ^(t^, 

^RTi?R ‘4lc»'fl' fkW( I 'inf? uq^ iy = T^ I C4 ^<1tC9- 

*p (TT^ftC^ service^ C^ 

^5RR !yfe»Fm «R7 aendoe ^gn PfC^^ ^*ltfR jftfiS TfW^T- 
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C'W't SitJfll C*rQ?l ^ «RT ^ <4^ statutory 
SerWce Commission 157 , W( ‘5fo<a«k^ C'ftsrtT^rt^l (7R? 

— (TT (TT ftrsTO? ’®ft#hr-’TO^ 

CV^ 1>|4^1 frorc^ — OPft? C^It^ 

^ (7T^ wm — c^ '®T’Wf 

«RT — (TT statutory service commission 

tpSt? (TTBRT ^ft^ 

! <nTRt? c*rQ?T^ Sffe^ ! ^ ^ 1 

official control f^T 

^'QTTt^ TPTTl ^"^TTk^ ^f%in I f^eal^i 

official control&l C^C^IOT 

in? (Noise and interruption.) ifT®^ fiFft ntt I CSi 

^CTBF, C4ll?, '^Tf^ft^TS, f%l, 

(Tf^ c^ oj, <yf^c^ vf^<n ^ 

'«(Mfi!l ^ ^ffinn 1 a Assemblycs 

'®TTPnrt^, fV official control iTt^ ? lil^ltwf^ ’PTS CS\ 

ti?i ^tum. 

^ I T?rC^t1I^KR ’TWTT official controM^ ^«ll 

®1k^ VI ^ 

vmi C^ WtPl — official control JPT 

vtw voloi rr?r 1 W5 ^ * 51 %^ •r^tin ^rt^ 

ntd^ ’CT official controM (71 ^ ^ftlTtCV — ^ ^ 

Calcutta Improvement Trust, — (7T^ ^JSRl iffel (?rj^ I 

Cnto ^ ^3R WWm ^ Oi (71^ C^l^Trust- 

wm ir^TO^, (Tf'^PP^ C5^ ppfro Pmt^ l improvement Trust- 
^ Wtfr, tpfl'Q (Tfy^Rton tnffe C*Tft?l 

(MTf ^ ’sn^ I ^Vs ^t5tC‘f^ F»I I 

Improvement Trust ^ ^t#hrk^ 

'il^: f%C*H ^ 5r¥ C^Ttr (TfRc^ Vtfnc^l 

nrt^ TOraRtvf iitc^ mus ^c’Ttc^m fro Pmt%5R, ^ 

^ ^ ^ifin:^c^-n i (ttsrj^ ’vmi official 

control^ I Offi cial control ^ ^ifefCTT 

TR 'il VR ^ I ^ 15^^411 I official 

control ^ furf^ ! ^ ^ ^ IT^C^ ^ ^^Tgi- 

¥tffi a supersede ^riR TRVI I 

Rpnj (Rf% <?R®^ ivxtw ; fef% 
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supersede I 

^C4i^tT ^fc^t c?4tc^ ^ ^ 

wm ^ ^ ^ -stfi ^ ’jiPrs 1^ "art^ ? ^stm 

5t^, vSt^TeT 'QStr^ supersede '^f^kus ‘4ftC4"^ CV^T T 

.3$ *Ci Indian Penal Code CPTl C*fl?7 ^ 

CSlTCT? C5Ttm^f%? C5\m C<51tC^'^^ ^$tr$ ^ I 

<?T? CBr;^ ^It^, (71 ^ v5f^ ^FT^ ^ I Penal Code 

^ Cerilc^^^ fV C^ ^ ^Ft^t ^ ^ 5C11C^ ? ^ gft 

'^I(.»f’ij5 ^ ^ ^ I 'ilUS vSOTl fiF ^ft?l«f 

? 

Maulana Md. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI : 

^tC54, ftSf%Pr^ Second Amendment BilM^I '®rtr«1tb^l 

tpCT (71^1 !5!^Csf>C^ (71 ^#1N 

C^b^lbt-Hvi® '<3 fTOOT \3tf^ '^‘^vSOTl ^F?C\5C^ I 

^t«n5OTl *nft I ^ ITmpftZTF Self. 

Government ^ ^ ^ft^l ^Ff^tC^ I 

c^ (TT-m^fr^ c^ fro f^tiR 

TOR <S ?ff%tTCTi, ^Frtr Tftm 

I fir^?H>T nationalist ^ 

(?ttcto ’tsS ^ I ^n 'TOn (ttO «rt ^5m?n 

I (71 51^^ ipRtftro ^ 

9rt ^snmn cb^ ’jmmtTORi ^arftTO 

itrrt (TiS^ ^3^ P'Mc^ (7 t|^q ^«t"(7n:«fr? 

TORI ^ TOT (71 ^ (TOF 'StTOl?:^, TO^ltRT-t f^Tl =^:TOl 
^^Rts ^fftlTS ^ ^ l (Shame ! 
Shame!) TOl^ FtTOl ^rtrm TORTOR — Self-Government 

^1 ^ tffe ^ TOFi ^n vm?F, 

^ty f t PR (TOl ^8r%f ^FTOl <4TTO, ^ ^aifrFtOTr 

CTOl (TOF ^ ^ TOO F71, ^ ytU9f ^ 

Self-Government R^tC^ Minister ^rfion RCW9 ^tf%M (TTOT 

^ I TOon bt^ — Local Self-GovernmenM^ 'aiRTOl 

cyfy 1 btt cTOit^t «R’rf^rBn:«0r ytus to$i ’*it'S/f , (TH 

-ftroor Tff TOsr^i Rn tot (TfRrjrfy f¥f TOifhr ’rr 

artFlp TORitTOor <r|5f ^arftTOi TOon 

froftii si^TOr cb^i yfirc^H i to^r of < bR(.vm 
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’nl? =?I3(aRt<< ?wfir .CT N^tionaJist »ir 

5¥r5 nflw 'mf»nn ,C 3 ’‘n^ 5?c«fT <t«ti 5 ^!:sh cn 

5»\0 PiSRPiHH ^ 95^ SstC^ '<tl5n 

^ I ^fsirs C^ '3til (71? moderation^? C? 
'^t?5T ?fB^ 7?iiTf^ c^iSlc^ ^?t? ’ra? *t%3 ^ i 

^ 5* ’ll?, 'st'rsara frcv "^tpi? 

'^t^t^Fsf? ?i(5m ^f^Jt? ?(tiv4t^ >ii? ?^c^t(3 5r^3rm ^i??im (^■’t? ^ 
J(C5tTOI? S?1 ?Tn ?fft?f? ’’FJTSI ^ ??1 ?f?sf?5F? ’If^’l? f^l 
n(51^if?’1l*i[^(.^ ’I''i*r '®il(.S', ?fd?t ^5t? '®if?^i? ?’tf®?l 

S’m; s^flUvi ?5i fV mPrji r irtf? (stfir?’ fw^smi ^f?r3f| — ^lo’t'- 

(TTC’^? ?5 f?otr’f? ’tCfT .jP?? cm (TWrc? ^ Jit?? 

(Stew? p. w. D.? ??i ?pFi (Tr^ttcJi spf spr ?t?n 

???1 ?t?raC5 (Sfrt? C«ffW ??? »r?<1? C’FT fV ? Medical 

'’(■P'ri ^PS’I I (7rfot'(p«1 Tt^ICW? •nt? ?C^ ^’t? 

?Jl?C5lT!I‘5fC‘I? 5PH (7J ??1 !ff%^ ??tl753 "iPW I ’*ttW 

Wf? ?f^ (TfPf^ 5T??1 (Tf’mTT ?T=i, 'Sf^TS ’1I?C?') (71 ^TT? i” 

^ ?(? iET5't?i7F ?1i^ 7F5T fTO fefsrlj f^ ’HOT, (5t?l ??!7T >3^ 

f?:»rf1? (7Tt?’Cy f%5tf^ Tf^-S (7f<3?t? ?mi 5?C?I ifl? 

(751 ’Trt’fl? I =y5?t' (TR? »rif ca? “sm RUT?, 05% ’f1%?T5I 
^ I 4?; (?r srf%?d? 'stprai ^i-rt^? pl? i 

(5f? gl^’Fl? Jl&l H? (71 4?’?t (7ItC?R (Tit'S! ??I7f 'Smc?’ fpf^'!,?! ^f??l 

'^tirrf’tr am? »ff??r$ iswr^ ?#?i wf%ra ??c? i (tpPi (ttpp? wi 

?T?T1? Jit? %(5 ’tK? ^ I ?f? ’StinKPR (7?P1 ■Spl? ttc?' (5t? 

Sff%vt? f^rs ’WPtPiCT? RflRl? Ttf^ f%ra PPT ?C5Tf 

?f? >11^ vtti:^ ^R’trtPR (5t5i ??i7t >0? f^'!t?i 'jftm frm 

«l^‘t^C?i:’?? '•tPT ^«tl 6f^((i ?T? I (Laughter.) tSJ 'd? 

?f%Cl5 B1?, 'fl? (R tfTIP?! ?5tC(5 l^ (5t?1 ^l ?^'51 l ? ’t^? 

tpW ’Ff?l'5C5? ^ T '*lRf (TPR ?'f5r?1t5l ^?l’1lt?*tt^? Chief Executive 

Officor(7F •sltol'c?'? Tf??t? '>rf??d? fw 511(5 31?t(5 ?lf^ ^ 

^RTPTI CW^It? I?®f?f5pttf%lf? CI>(ll?i|)lHl?S f^«5 tffilTR 

5h (5t5l? f%*CT(5I '5tC^T '?^’t CSRTl califlfClhl' Cb? l ?J|)HW? 

frotesrs (R ■sfo’l'pit’^? ’r’15'' (ff? c? 5?c? ssiaii'S ?cn5 f% ? 

(?Tt"t? C?t^ (8 C? C4H ■sHK hi? liJTf?! 

Pin 5tl I ?t5nn C? ’T?’! nf??1? (R5?m ?tC(5 ? f5 ?tti; Chairman 

(gift's ?'f??t? (71 ^wm nti:^ 4 nf??t?fei ■5t(5<i?c‘?? ?H'5 
ftw (5t5t?l W5 5?C??T ^ ?f? 5? 5? (5151 tt^Cn ?’fsp5l'31 
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CT ’oc’t'tiai’i 55t9Hr. !|«rM utos 

<5^1 cron ’Wl ^11^ f ^RTf*IT ’rtFift PlMlWfl 

>r!RFM f^Tj^ TftiOTi 51?:^ %i ^i®f5»piOT«t c^ vf v rtw 

^fSrai 'it«r r <4^ ^mnt c'si c^ jfv 

tT4l I 

4? SIC'S '*llm t'*l^*J^O 

stC5 5Pnn Jifr >4^ c^ 'otftra ’llw ^f%in '«0f5r 
^ I jm Piwws (tcw ^ %«fCT5 sir® stRsrt srt -asi 
1^ (?rt f^irerai it»R ^Ifei ftrsf 'sipra sSwco ^'Pi fV 

iB^fef*tfipic^^s’if®s’t^’l>^f%sf«fw «?^U ^=rr$ sil«it#1c5T ^lii 
’fftsfe^csss'n'f'ai 5FfTO ’sftm i 

Mr« la D. JALAH: Sir, I beg: to 8U])port the motion for circulation 
of this Bill. In doing so, I must make it clear at the outset that the 
attitude which we have taken up with regard to this Bill is that of 
non-co-operation. It is based upon a thorough consideration of the 
issues which have arisen from the Bill which is before us. It is not 
in a light-hearted spirit that we have come to this decision. We feel 
that this Bill is a serious encroachment upon the rights and liberties 
of self-governing institutions. Even when the present jiopular 
Government was not in power, even when we were ruled by the white 
bureaucracy, even at the time when the people of this country were 
fighting for their elementary rights of self-government, this point was 
conceded that so far as local self-government is concerned the utmost 
]K)wer and rights should be given to the local self-governing bodies. 
They shotild be vested with real powers and not nominal powers; they 
should be non-officialised, and they should be put under the full 
control of the people of the particular locality. It was this basic 
principle upon which the whole legislation of local self-government 
proceeded. 

It will not be out of place for me if I quote a passage from the 
resolution of the Government of India on I>ocaI Self-Government 
passed so far back as 1918 which formulated the principles uimn which 
the local e^lf-governing bodies were to be constituted. Sir, the 
following qfia)i^ig^8 will show the fundamental basis on account of 
the infringement of which we have come to the serious decision with 
regard to this Bill — “the first and foremost principle which was 
enunciated in Ix)rd Ripon’s n^snlution of 1882 and which has been 
emphasised by successive Secretaries of State is that the object of 
local self-government is to train the people in the management of their 
own local affairs and that political education of this sort must in the 
main take precedence of consideration of departmental efficiency.** I 
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lay upon the words “departmental efficiency.^' The resolution 

further states: “It follows from this that local bodies should be as 
representative as possible of the people, that their authority should 
be real and not nominal, and they should not l)e subjected to unneces- 
sary control, but should learn by making mistakes and profiting by 
them." (Cries of “Hear! hear!" from Congress Benches.) /The* 
general policy, therefore, must be one of gradual removal of unneces- 
sary Government control and of differentiating the spheres of action 
appropriate for Government and for local bodies respectively." 

vSir, this, in short, is the principle upon which even the much- 
maligned bureaucratic Government proceeded. But what should we 
say with regard to the present Government w’hich claims to be based 
on popular franchise and which calls itself a popular Government? 
Sir, let us not forget in the communal bickt?ring8 from which we are 
suffering to-day that there is a fundamental cause of struggle which in 
India has been raging for the last 50 years in order to get rid of 
foreign control. All the efforts of the past hav(‘ been actuated by 
this and this hope alone that a day w'ill come when so far as India is 
concerned it will be really a self-governing entity in this world. To 
achieve this purpose w’c started with local self-government, and then 
we have come to the stage of Provincial Governments. We have* yet 
to see as to how' the Central Government is going to be constituted 
and how far we Indians can wrest the power in the centre from the 
hands which wield it to-day. 

Sir, it is setting up a very bad example for any democracy and 
for any Government which calls itself to be based on popular will to 
come forw'ard with a piece of legislation which undermines the 
autonomy of a local body. If this principle be applied by a ^^rovincial 
Government in relation to its local subsidiary body, why should not 
the Central Government apply the same principle with regard to the 
Provincial body? I am quite positive tliat if the Government of 
India goes out of its way to promulgate an ordinan(‘e or rule by which 
the Public Service Commission of Bengal is to be nominated not by 
the Government of Bengal, but by the Government of India, I am 
quite sure that the present Government, if it is true to its salt, will 
rise as one man and say that this is an unnet'essary interference with 
the Provincial Autonomy of this province. If that be true with 
regard to the Government of Bengal, why is it not true with regard 
to the Corporation of Calcutta? (A whisper from a member of the 
Congress Party.) My friend has drawn my attention to the fact that 
it is the Governor who appoints the Public Service Commission. I 
do realise that, but is not the Governor a part and parcel of the 
Government of this province? Is he separate from this province? 
He is not. And if you carry the matter further and say, that so 
far as the Bengal Public Service Commission is concerned, it is 
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appointed by the Governor in his discretion and not by the Provincial 
Government, I should say that this is based upon the principle that 
the appointment should be free from party bias. But what guarantee 
is there that the Party Government which rules this province will be 
actuated in the appointment of the Service Commission by any other 
bias i^an the party bias? So far as the Governor is ooiicerned, 
you might say that he is free from party politics, and, therefore, this 
right has been vested in him. But can you say the same thing with 
regard to the Provincial Government which is based upon party 
politics? I say, Sir, that if the power of making appointments is 
wholly snatched away from the hands of the Corporation, it will make 
the Corporation absolutely imbecile, absolutely useless! You mean to 
say that the Corporation should formulate its policy, but it should 
have no hand in the appointment of its officers who are to carry out 
its policy? I do not know of any instance of any local body where a 
Service Commission has been appointed, as has been suggested in the 
present Bill. You say that the Ibovinciul Government will appoint 
the Chief Executive Officer ami they will be entitled to remove the 
Chief Executive Officer and so far as other services are concerned, 
appointments are to be made by the Service ('ommission who wdll be 
appointed not by the Cor[)oration, not by any individual wdio is free 
from party politics, but by a Government which from head to foot is 
full of party politics — not only party politics, but communal politics, 
I should say — and that is the additional reason why people are afraid 
of vesting the present Government with the power which it requires. 
It is on this principle of self-government firstly that we say that tliis 
Bill is reactionary and anti-democratic. You are taking away the 
right of appointment from a premier Corporation which has got its 
finances e^ual to the finances of the Government of Assam, which has 
got 90 representatives chosen from the different parts of a cultured 
city like Calcutta and whose representatives cannot be said to bo in 
any way inferior to the representatives who govern this province and 
who cannot be said to be in any way inferior even to some of the 
Ministers who to-day occupy the ministerial ffuddy of this province 
and still you say that they are im*ompetent even to make appointmeiils I 
Can there be a greater condemnation of democracy? If that condem- 
nation is applicable to the affairs of the Calcutta Corporation, it is 
equally applicable — and with greater force — to the affairs of the 
Government of Bengal. (Cries of ‘*Hear hear!" from Congress 
Benches.) Democracy is on its trial. The past generation and the 
present have fought for the rights of the people and for the principles 
of democracy. ^ Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee considered it to be a 
great privilege of his life when he piloted the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill in 1923. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee and twenty-eight of his 
colleagues ^resigned their seats in the Corporation when there was an 
encroachment upon the democratic principles of the Corporation of 
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Calcutta. It is tlioBe pious principles, those sacred principles, which 
are going to be set at naught the present Government and that 
is one of the reasons why we say that so far as this Bill is concerned, 
we cannot support it because an encroachment upon this sphere of 
self-government may be followed by encroachments upon other spheres 
of self-government, which are equally reprehensible to us. 

Moreover, Sir, there is another aspect of the case which has got 
to be considered in this connection. Government in its Statement of 
Objects and Reasons has stated that so far as appointments in the 
Corporation of Calcutta are concerned, they are made with party 
motives. We must realise that in every democracy where there are 
persons in power there must be some amount of favouritism, some 
amount of nepotism; that is inevitable as part of human nature, and 
this Government and no other Government in this world is free from 
it. The question is whether the situation is such that it justifies the 
Government of Bengal to snatch this power away from that local body. 
I say, Sir, no such situation has arisen. So far as the Calcutta 
Corporation is concerned, it has tried to manage its affairs efiSciently 
and well. Of course every institution has its defects. There is no 
use on my part to repeat the arguments which have been advanced 
by the previous speakers, but this much is quite clear that so far as 
legislation after legislation is concerned, the Government are moving 
not with a view to reform it, but with a communal outlook which 
alarms those who are liit by it. Government have in clear and 
unequivocal terms stated that they are out to crush the Congress. So 
far us the Hindu community is concerned, every Bill that is presented 
before the Legislature has got that colour which makes every man 
suspicious of the ultimate intentions of this Government. 

So far as the Secondary Education Bill is concerned, every Hindu 
rose to a man in this Legislature and opposed the Bill, but still the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister had the audacity to say that if he were 
true to the tenets of Islam, he would see that this Bill was placed 
permanently on the statute book. Is that the spirit in which the 
Government will rule the province of Bengal? Is that the spirit by 
whi(‘h the Government want to rule over the minority in this province? 
Is that the treatment which the Government wants to mete out to the 
Hindu minority of this province? If that be so, with what face can 
you say that no constitutional advance can be made in India unless 
25 per cent, of yodr minority in India is satisfied? You cannot crush 
our rights and sentiments. We have got to say that we the nationalists 
of this province, we the Hindus of this province, cannot tolerate any 
encroachment upon the rights and liberties of the people, and it behoves 
Government to respect our feelings, and not to violate our leelings in 
such a manner. Government should always remember that it was the 
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Treaty of Versailles which produced Hitler and modem Cbrmany^ it 
is the behaviour^of this Government which would produce somebody 
in this province who will teach them a good lesson in future. 

Mr. PUSPAdIT BARMA: The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill ^ it is proposed and introduced is fraught with far reactionary 
effect.- We live in days of democracy, and to protect democracy the 
Allies are trying their best. I do not see any reason why we should go 
backwards. I do not understand, what motives prompted to make such 
laws, so that our successors would call us fools. If this Bill is tran- 
slated into an Act, it will befool us and our sons will say : “In the 
days of democracy the representatives of the people, who formed a 
democratic Government, did not hesitate to go back to the days of 
autocratic Government.” I do not like to speak much and waste the 
valuable time of the House. I would simply say this: — 

The city of Calcutta did not enjoy any sort of democratic constitu- 
tion prior to the year 1870. The members of the Corporation were then 
called Justices and were apjiointed by the Government of Bengal. The 
self-government of tlie city is an organic evolution. Before the year 
1876 a great agitation was started by eminent persons of Calcutta and 
by late Sisir Kumar Ghose, the then Editor of the Ainrita lUizar 
Patrika, to have a liberal constitution for the Corporation of Calcutta. 
The result of that agitation was the enactment of the Act of 1870 
whereby one-third of the members of the Corporation were nominated 
by the G(»vernment of Bengal and the remaining two-thirds were elect- 
ed by the rate-payers of the city of Calcutta. After a few years came 
the notorious MacKenzie Bill which wanted to fully officialist* the 
Corporation of Calcutta. The Great patriot, late Sir Sureiidru Nath 
Banerjee,* describes the MacKenzie Bill as follows: — 

“The head of the Municipal Executive was to have independent 
powers no longer subordinate to tho.se of the Corporation ; he was to 
be a co-ordinate authority and the supremacy of the Corporation was 
to be emasculated. The Commissioners could talk as much as they 
liked, but within his own sphere, the Chairman would act as he pleased 
with little or no responsibility to the Corporation. The authority of 
the Corporation was to be further restricted by creating a General 
Committee, another co-ordinate and independent authority. The 
majority of the representatives of the rate-payers in the Corporation 
was still maintained; but it was left for Ixird Curzon, after the Bill had 
passed the Select Committee stage, to issue the crowning mandate that 
was to officialise the Corporation, directing the reduction of the elected 
members and* placing them numerically on the same footing as the 
nominated element. This coupled with the fact that the President was 
an official gave a standing majority to the official element. Thus, Sir, 
was completed the officialisation of the Calcuttia Corporation.” 
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The result was that as a protest against this Bill 28 elected members 
of the Corporation resigned, but unfortunately the same Bill became 
law in the year 1900. Then, Sir, after 23 years, that is, in 1923, we 
got the present Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923, on which we are going 
to discuss an amendment to-day. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee, the 
then Minister of the Government of Bengal, introduced the Bill the 
old Legislative Council and in the Bill he broadened the franchise and 
made the Corporation free from the control of Government and women 
were given the right to form an electorate and the Corporation was 
deiTioeratised. In introducing the Bill into the Legislature, Sir 
Surendra Nath used the following words; “We have sought to estab- 
lish in this great city the essential principle of democracy, namely. 
Government of the people, by the people, for the people. We have 
broadened the franchise. We have enfranchised the womanhood of 
Calcutta ; we have relaxed the fetters of Government control ; we have 
provided for sanitary conditions which I hope will improve the health 
and promote happiness and add to our civic amenities.” This was our 
Municipal Act of 1923 and now we are going to discuss an amendment 
of that Act. I think this is the second instalment of the amendments 
to the Municipal Act of 1923. But what do we find in this second 
amending BillP Sir, nobody thought before that again such instal- 
ment of amendments to the Calcutta Municipal Act will come. 
Nobody thought that anyone will have occasion to deal with this 
Municipal Act again, but unfortunately we have got to do it again on 
the floor of this House, Sir, I style this Bill os a Bill like the notorious 
MacKenzie Bill. I have gone through the Bill. 1 will not take much 
time in going through the details of this Calcutta Municipal Amendment 
Bill, but I will draw your attention to the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons only, that has been given by the Hon^ble Minister. Sir, what 
is written there? Mark the sentences, “political views of the party in 
power in the Corporation have largely influenced the day-to-day 
administration of the Corporation with the result that the efficiency of 
the administration has been impaired.” Another point is that, “ap- 
jHiintments to posts under the Corporation have often been made on 
personal and party considerations.” Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill through you — Is there any demo- 
cratic form of government in the world where there is no influence 
of party? May I ask the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Bill — Is 
there any self-governing institution in this civilized world where 
there is no party influence? Whatever it is, we cannot free ourselves 
from the influence of parties. We cannot do away with party influence 
until and unless we do away with the democratic form of Government 
aLo. It is the nwessary evil of a democratic form of Government and 
if we want to do away with party influence we shall have to do away 
with the democratic form of Government also. Sir, so far as appoint- 
meuts are concerned, the same thing happens elsewhere also. May I 
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not ask the Hon*ble Minister if similar things do not happen in the 
Government of Bengal? May I not ask him and say that it generally 
so happens because we cannot do away with these things, and it must 
happen as long as a democratic form of Government remains? If you 
yran+* to do away with these things, then you must also do away with 
the democratic form of Government in which majority party ever rules 
in the interest of the party. 

I would now like to draw your attention to clause 6 of the Bill 
which gives power to the Provincdal Government to annul or suspend 
any proceedings of the Corporation or of a special committee, or of any 
sub-committee. This is a very bad thing on the part of the Govern- 
ment. In clause 5 (h) it is written that Government can suspend any 
resolution of the Corporation or of any standing committee or any sub- 
committee thereof or of any special committee which in the opinion of 
the Provincial Government is likely to lead to serious breach of the 
peace, etc. Sir, mark the words “which in the opinion of the Provin- 
cial Government.” Sir, I am now reminded of the story of the wolf and 
the lamb drinking water by the riverside, and this case also is on all 
fours with that story. If anybody wants to find fault with anybody 
he may find fault with him at any moment. So it will cmly increase 
the tendency of the Government to find fault with the (Corporation. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit but was given one minute 
to finish his speech.) 

I would also like to draw your attention to clause 19(B) of the Bill 
which gives power to the Provincial Government to dissc^lve the 
Corporation — a fine thing indeed, and it rises to the climax. It not 
only provides for the suspension of any particular department of the 
Calcutta Corporation, but it goes to the length of providing for its 
dissolution also. Let me ask Government if they think that all the 
members of the Calcutta Corporation are corrupt so that they always 
take to corrupt practices in the Corporation? In that case shall I not 
be able to say that all the citizens of Calcutta are also corrupt, Iwoause 
it is they who have sent the Councillors of the Calcutta Corporation as 
their representatives who are not good but are corrupt? So, Sir, I say 
that it is not a question of corruption or anything else, but it is a 
question of bringing the Calcutta Corporation under tlie control of the 
Government of Bengal. 

(The member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. SYEO ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I rise to support the motion of 
the Hon^ble Minister for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee 
and oppose the motion for circulation of the Bill f<»r eliciting q)ublic 
opinion thereon. 
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Eir, I welcome this measure which is calculated to briug about the 
much needed reforms in the admii^istraiion of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. Is there anybody Vho has followed the affairs of the Calcutta 
Corporation who can sincerely deny that there have been serious charges 
of abuses, nepotism and jobbery in the administration of the various 
deimrtments under the Calcutta Corporation? Is it not a fact ihSi the 
affairs of the Calcutta Corporation have been utilised for party pur- 
poses by the majority party since the Calcutta Municipal Act of 192d 
came into force? We were reminded yesterday night by Mr. Satya 
Priya Banerjee of the great ideal laid down by the late Mr. C. R. Das, 
the first Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation. The ideal that was laid 
down by him was the ideal of the service of the poor. I wish Mr. 
C. 11. Das were alive to-day to see how that noble ideal was realized, 
and fulfilled by his supporters in the administration of the Calcutta 
Corporation. Sir, the name of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee, the framer 
of the Act of 1923, w'as also freely mentioned yesterday and has been 
mentioned to-day also by some of the speakers. I wish also that he 
were alive to-day to see how the noble objects with which he had framed 
the Act has been frustrated by those of his countrymen in whose hands 
Providence had placed the administration of the Corj)orution from time 
to time. 

Sir, it has been said that some of the provisions of the Bill have 
been designed to take away the autonomous character of the Calcutta 
Corporation. In an institution where so much abuses, nepotism and 
jobbery are prevalent, and where the efficiency of administration has 
been so much impaired that it was condemned even by Mr. Suhlias 
Chandra Bose who compared it to the “Augean stable’’ and which he 
said he was out to clean. (Mr. Atul Cuandha Ki mak ; “Does Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose support the Bill?’*) The State must come for- 
ward to undertake necessary legislation in the interests of the rate- 
payers in general even if it interferes with its autonomous character, 
under the cloak of which so much injustice was done to the pour rate- 
payers of Calcutta. 

Sir, Mr. Hashemy was very vehement in his denunciation of the 
Government last night for bringing in this measure. The sum and 
substance of his arguments was “Physician, first heal thyself,’’ He 
wanted to convey to us that when there are departments under Govern- 
ment which are not altogether free from abuses, the Government has no 
right to take any steps for the eradication of the evil from the administra- 
tion of the Calcutta Corporation. That, Sir, is to my mind a most funny 
argument. For, Mr. Hashemy knows very well that the remedy for 
freeing the administration of any department of Government from 
abuses, lies ultimately in the hands of the legislators, to whom not 
only the ministry but also the various departments under them are 
responsible. But unlike the meml>ers of the Tjegislature the Coun- 
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cillors iu power in the Corporation keep themselves quite busy in the 
pursuit of their personal ends and as such no action can be taken from 
within to remove those evils from the Corporation. Mr. Hashemy has 
complained about the undue influence that is bein^ exercised by some 
of the League representatives on the Corporation and he has also cited 
s<tme Instances of such abuses in the matter of appointments. I do not 
know how far his allegations are correct, but we are strongly opposed 
to any sort of individual influence of any Councillor in the mutter of 
appointments or in the administration of any functions of the Corpora- 
tion, be he a nominee of the Muslim League or a nominee of the 
Congress or of any other group. Sir, from the trend and tenor of 
Mr. Hashemy’s speech, it seems that he was very mmh annoyed with 
the Muslim League because the Muslim League was responsible for 
ousting him from the Calcutta Corporation and he was thus dei)rived of 
the manifold advantages that he used to enjoy so long. lie might have 
been ousted from the Corporation by the Muslim League, but let me 
hope that he will not be ousted from the fine building that he has been 
able to construct during the regime he was a Councillor of the Calcutta 
Corporation. Sir, the members of the League will not grudge it and 
will not surely deny him the pleasure of enjoying the amenities of 
Calcutta HO long as he lives in that beautiful building in the Benia- 
pooker side in the vicinity of his leader’s house. 

Sir, the provision for appointment by Government of the ('hief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation, has received serious cojidemnatiou 
from some of my friends (jpposite. We have often seen how the j)urty 
in power by sheer influence keeps the Chief Executive Officer absolutely 
subservient to them. He has no liberty, no independence and no 
freedom in carrying out his (hities, because he has always to satisfy 
the party Tn power for his continuance in his office. Visit the spacious 
room of the Chief Executive Officer in the Cf>rporation and y(»u will 
invariably find him surrounded by a number of Councillors clamouring 
for their ])er 9 onal ends. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: dust as the Ministers are sur- 
rounded by members of the Muslim l 4 Pague in the Writers’ Buildings! 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: There has been frequent interference 
with the discharge of his executive functions by the Councillors and it 
is therefore absolutely necessary that the Chief Executive Officer should 
be one outside the sphere of influence of any Councillor or Alderman, 
and if this is done at least 60 per cent, of the abuses of the Corporation 
will be gone. 

Sir, I am really surprised to find that the provi.sion for setting up 
a Service Commission for the recruitment of iin^iorlant posts in the 
Corporation has also evoked considerable criticism from some of tbe 
speakers opposite. When there is a Public Service Commission for 
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recruitment to important poste under Government, there can be no 
reasonable ground why the proposal for setting up a similar Service 
Commission for appointment to imjmrtant posts under the Corporation 
should be opposed. It seems to me that this objection is due to the 
fact tliat one Muslim shall have a place in the Commission. I| that 
is your real objection, why not frankly say so? Why not make^a sug- 
gestion straightaway for exclusion of Muslim members from the 
proposed (’(unmisHioji? The Government may even concede to your 
demand because they are not so mucli anxious to include a Muslim 
member in the Commission as they are to set up the Commission in 
order to put a check upon the Corporation in making approintments of 
unqualified and undesirable persons in responsible posts under the 
Corporation. 1 am sure the provision of making appointment of the 
Chief Executive Officer and of setting up the Service Commission for 
recruitment of responsible and important officers in the Calcutta Cor- 
poration w'ill receive universal acceptance of the general rate-payers 
of this city who will certainly welcome this salutarv measure which is 
designed to put a stoj) to the frequent exercise of undue influence by 
the vested rights in the afl'airs of the Calcutta Corporation. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, now I want to deal with some of the other specific 
provisions of the Bill. The amendment of section 19 of the present Act 
and the insertion of new sections like 19A and 19J1 seek no doubt to 
invest Government with more j)ower8 of control than what exists in the 
present Act in the matter of the pna^eedings of the Corporation and of 
its various sub-c'ommittees. Provision has also been made to suspend 
any resolution passed by the Corporation or by any of these committees 
and to supersede any of its departments. These provisions may appear 
to be of an extraordinary nature, but when closely examiifed it will 
be seen that they are necessary to ensure proper performance of certain 
duties by the Corporation. These pow'ers are, however, not new or 
unique. Similar powers of control exist in the Bengal Municipal Act. 
Mr. Banerjee who frequently refers to ‘‘democracy” — to the constitutions 
of European countries — should have known that in Great Britain, 
France and (»ther countries the Government exercises a much greater 
control over the local authorities wffiich are subjected to constant super- 
vision by the Government. Nobody there has seriously complained 
that the autonomous character of the local authorities had been taken 
away by the respective Governments of these (‘oiintries. But why should 
there be so much protest from a section of the people here? The answer 
is obvious. The vested interests will no longer have any scope for 
dividing the spoils of the Corporation amongst themselves when this 
Bill is passed and put into operation. 

Sir, the Bill contains some other imiwrtant provisions of far- 
reaching effects: the provisions for the extension of the franchise to 
poorer sections of the people, limitation of the powers of the Corpora- 
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tion and of the Chief Executive Officer to sanction estimates and of 
the right of recovery of arrear taxes which are mounting year after year 
for want of necessary efforts and attention on the part of the Corporation 
to realise them. The insertion of a new section, vi*., section dd4A, 
will put an effective check to the arhitrarj* relaxation of building rules 
great detriment of the neighbouring buildings. Frequent 
relaxation and violation of the building rules have been a s(‘andal wdth 
the Calcutta Corporation. The new amendment providing for service 
of notice upon the owner of the adjoining building of relaxation pro- 
posed and of consideration of any representation that may be made by 
such owner is expected to remove a longstanding grievance of the 
people concerned. 

Sir, in the special meeting of the Calcutta Corj>oration recently held 
to consider the report of the sub-committee on the Municipal Amend- 
ment Bill some of the Councillors very bitterly criticised the Bill and 
characterised it as communal, retrograde and reactionary. Some of 
them have even given threat of a big fight against the operation of the 
Bill. But I am sure that the general rate-payers of the Corporation 
do not share their views. (Mr. Jogksii Chandra Guita : Get their 
view's.) They will be too glad to welcome this measure which is 
cahmlated to do them immense good by removing the most scandalous 
acts of neimtism, jobbery and abuses from the administration of the 
various departments under the Corporation. Then, it is said that the 
Bill is a communal measure. How is it communal!^ My friends on 
the opposite will say : it is communal be<’au8e it has been sponsored by 
a ministry consisting of members the majority of whom are Muslims 
and also because there is provision for inclusion of a Muslim in the 
proposed Commission. Except that, there is nothing in any of the 
provisionS^of the Bill which may give greater advantage or faidlity to 
the Muslim rate-payers. To those who are apt to give threats and 
throw out challenges even in a measure like this which is designed 
to ensure purity in administration of the (Calcutta Corporation, I must 
say that their threats w'ill serve no purpose. Their threats will not 
deter Government from the i)rogramme of work, which the ministry 
has in view and in the carrying out of which they will have the unstinted 
support of the members of this side of the House and of the country 
as a whole. 

Mr. A, M. A. ZAMAN: fWm ^ 

^ 

44^ c^ ^ uRTfri cm 

^ #f15r c? ^ PWtw 

49 9T9 C9tC*l C*tt^ I dl’F 

9VI C^tPl C9 ^9WfC9iC99 (jrNafffi ^ =99919 <991, <519 ’ifSWfsr *tf99tf 
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C?fGIC!^ I fTOf’TI 

C^ ^ ^aO\ C^FtCf 

(?rs^ oftzH^ ^ I ^ (7^ fetn ^ 'jfftn? 

4^ <tjprt^ ^ ^ Tir, 4^^ ^ c^ wus <j 

ciWf f%#h^'t?Rt? ^ ^ 4^^ ^ 4r^Rfi:? ^iTm 

inr #:?? ?pTc^ c*ftr^ c^ ^ ^ ^ i ^ i cVf^ jpf 

(?ftC^ ^ CiP^ ^ 4^ 4^ ^*rfC^ I 

^itwr^ ^ c^ (?rt5^ ^ 4^ (?f^f| 4^ ^<f| ^ 

^ C^t^TG^ ^ I ^ ^rtfV 8ide4 — 

5ft “^Sty^tffim” Coalition 

'Q^rtMTc?^ ^ f%isst»n ^ ^ ^sft TO Ti t ^ Tf^ ,ii^ 

^ C^tSeH ? ^ 4^F0R^S f% C^t^ C^ 4C*iX*ft 

\i^ 'mC’ntSTR 415|^ *ft^ ^ C^ fiFf ^-sf 

c^lc^c.5.1 ? irfr<3 ?i (T^ c^ (TTt^ to «ttr^ to 

<?fti '?»5 ?f^5^t?r «RT, — ‘i\ 6t^ ^ ft 

c^to ’fftR ^ 4^^ (?f?to ft TOT tor^ (TJ^ ^ ^ 4^ ^Tc^ 
^5to ^ (?f^51 ^1 ^tm Cto ^to. — (A member* 

'^rttoff (to c=R, ^ ?fnr (toft i) fti5 (toto^’r^^ 

c^,— toi (to ftto TOi "jn, cto ftto^r 

WVto inr — to 'siffifel fto ’Ite (laughter). 4^R 

ft ’ftm v5tc^ xTtft to i c^ toi 

’Ttft (Tto (tof^ ^ ftj to to? (totor — ^Ttu?' to? (tor 

to to? to ?? to? (to to? w to*^t?to 

— ?T?i ?tft ^ (7ft ?r*ii??^ c?fto ^?t??i (to!^ ^ ^ 

“totto” ?? c^ totto ^ ? 

ftft 4^ f?r5T? f?f? ftcwuf? ftj ?[f??t? ?r?7 4^ fi^6i 

4rto^, '^rff? fttoi cftws 5ft — ?«f otr ??? ?i (Ttnrf^ — ?tt«Tti¥ 

tote?? ?CW Wp^ (?T'(3?T? ?THt?^1 C^ ^to? family c?rf support 
C?tC?ft[?R, ?t®t^ ftpft C^ (Tftt? ftp?i C®Tt^ (TT ?5F ^5W flftsi C??C?C^ I 
i?c^ ?f? (Tfti ?wT? , — toiTT tor tortc? fto toiftt?i tot? to 

to^ toR to 4?R7fi ??T?? to to^ toto! ¥?ctoto 

??ci (tor to ton ?i i 

toto ^ tor c? 4^ to 4toT (7tc?np to?? C5lf? w?t r 
tote?? ?r^ (to?? W?7, 4?t 4^ (TOI? toje?? ?R7 I ( Hoar, hear [) 
^ (71 ?W ^ support (to?toR, (Tfttr? totoR cto? — fip^ 

®Snr ?i fit? tor ?tto?n? j???!? ft toit? 4t? c*fti 
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*it 4 i ^ I ^ ’iw wt^ ctmtih 

▼m *ir¥ ' 84 > 4 t<n m fTOSH-< 5 f?c 9 r '«nw 4 U »ni:T? ti t |» r « i J i n:H< 

^ ?u 5 i I ( 71^1 CT ?C 5 *ttc?fsr '•ifft *pf'? (jflcsrfi! 

iflCTrt^fsNfm 'Q ws^nds? ^;*f«(c?rai 4 ^ ckictc? ; 44; 'sm 4 fjim stsh 

«ffC5 Sc^ '•TCTO ^ ^ fiFf JR exploit 5TOr, ^ FlTlRBr (Rlt*! 

c^ — “c'st^ isi^lISfli” '«rt«r (Sitsf W& 5 — suglrt ^ : — 

^ "rff^nr ^ ^ c^tot ’rf«n (7i? ’r '?[f%«(Rtfrt 1*1 

^ ^llfV ’itW reaotioMTy Government bMItH 'SRft I CftCT C? 

•arcgti? > 4 ^ yi 5 RR c?inr 9 CT 'SRi c^f® ^ »ttnr 

5n t 


yUCv lt l R l CT CT ’PR Cn Rfft f^jTt ( 71 ? ’pR Rlt^ (RtlPrf 

CT 'olt^ RC^TR ^Ic'S PffRCH Rt'O sts — liltTfl RlR *1%^ OTl '4R'tl 'Wf% f% I (R 

**lt’pr cRO Ircrr cr rtrr $ c*nr ^ i Rtcrr hr crc? 

vollHl 4ill4 RlR CR® RR HI I H? *t^3ipr '9 8aoriiioe49 RC®1 (.<1^^ 

VS RftRR H'tpf RHl RtTHflt"!! (71 RTOl '8 rRrR >4? iRl 

RRR ’ns'i'iTit'®? 5 tra <yrm (RIci^i rrt (TRIch hri gf^ifl gpp 
iiRrstw %!r: cTs^tBim %r; ’Pt^sifw RfJRR hhtr urr ricrpth cbupic? 

iUH; ■iR®R »R >3^61 5m CIH (RtlR HttW? (71? 555 f¥Hl Htj*!!- 

CnR? IS^PfRKS ’rfR'S^ HRI (SRI laH; (itCR supportertll vH? 

yg-f i (a i htor 4(5 515 hr rr c^vyn '«ipir ’t3«t'i7»r'?5 »fR 

JPUR 4® 51f <a5^ ftrlHHC^ RRR ‘S|^<C5r'?5 RtU5 (JPl WCIHfH I gfw 
ffiRlfti , (Leughter.) '9CH5 RRR StpTS JRt RtCT t SRTWI (RCT 

(RPT firf^ <Stm Hi? : (RTCH (RIH fwfjR (Jim Hi?, (71? WH1? IJJRI 

4? T>R >5tIR THl (Rigilf I HRl CJ^SbRlfR CHPIR (RltH 1511715 vRC»RH 
’WHR HRT IStlTR ’FiCf C«l>|?5l'4 (RlC5 fHWCHH •»1^1H'5|6|1'4, 5 l (»5? f t^ f5%5 
(7RR tlHT »JV5 (RTCHR? 15R1? RlHllTR HCH fV HI (R “(75R51 SUfllPHl” I 
( 6 t lj> tl 65 l HH51 T — f5CH>fl5 *R17RH (RlTH CHITR (ofHHPS^R fHaW (RR175 HR) 
(RttHt^ 151015? (R1H[f|— RlfH iSK^lffH! HHOtl? Rift RIHR-Q (Rtg05 51?, RRR9 
gnH RftiR ft05 51? (R RH ' ^Rf t ijRl 45101 401i:fH (R msi RR 
4RROR RftfRlS 551, l§Rl 51HOR 515H HlftlR 45101 401 OI?l RftRR (RTC5 
(RlOmni ^tCR? 1&015 >555 RftOI ftC5 fi^vS^llR (Rlgft— 5^5 1155 
5rtR0re CrtSllR 4? 5RH CHHIH ’FJ^HIOW *fc5 ftni HIOR hi I RR 451?1 
▼51 45101 tHigilS Bt? I C5 ftR?I 45fCH 4CHC5H 4? ftsitl 551 H5R 5155155 
▼Rr H5 I ^ RRH, RR51 CHfre C5lRft ftjftH 55H RR 4R®1 ftR 
45ICH 4? 518 o 1 4Plfisi (71? H55? Rl551 RflR (7FR05 C5C5ft*lR, 451 
RCRsUrR (R HtpilOTOR y55 l H0 1 5 HI^HM RIHR RHT 4? ftR RTHl 
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I (“Shame f shame !” Interruption^ and noise) ^ 

Coalition Party? ^ C5Flr?%^ C^lr^rf^UST? 

? WtPTC?? ^ I ^5tOT f%53Pn C?1?U5 

*' I* m 

cwm I ^ c^ I c^'HCvS Ffi? — 

?t?l vij^fTC^ ^-51? C^ <ill7IC^ 

^tOT ^ ?tar ^ w^, WTG i 

^ COT C^tCTOpl fef% ^ (TfOT c?tc^ <ilCOT? ^ 

'0flC'^^ ?1, '^tblid ?TOt? ^1^7^ C?tC?f^ ^ I C? C^TtT (7T 'ilCOT? ^- 

?t<ft?C®t? ft’ (?PtC? C?^ ? ( A member of the Proja Group : ^ 

ft (?VtTOpT ?) ft ^ ft ^ I %?! Minister 

C5tC?C^, ^JTOT ?trsTtC*rCf? ?t^5!t? OTHTTO? ^<frsR?f C^ ^ 

Cf1?C3 C*f^ ^ ^ I CT?5[ ftc^ (TfHC^ ^TOT f?ftc? ^1, 

«l1C^,^ ^ ^ ?tsOT ’CT C^Mft ftjST C^ I 

'ii^^FTStc? ftcw? (?r*lc^ ftf%c? fir^ ^5t?i ?tc*f? ft^^tsi 

Tift? ?tOT ^$t?i ^ ft^c^s? ^Hc? ^ 1 ^^rtfir c^i" 

'BTHT "<3 C*f? c\3C'^ fhT? ftr^ 1 ^^1 ^l^c? ft? 

^ ftr Housed introduce ?tr^ ?'?C’7tC?4OT 

•sm OT, ^ (?rm OT ^ I 

^C ? cy ^C?2y?tvf ?T?tft? c. R. Dasjj? J. M. Sen Gupta 

<4?* '5('o(M ^c«irH I ?rff? c?t^c® ^1^1 ^5tc*f? hn chh ? 

^ c^roirr? ?tc?— #Tf? ?tOT ?ftft ^ i ?f? 

^■c?aRt’<f, ft, follow cOTu5 <llc?? ^t?i c? ftfth 

chniftc^ — TO:^itr?lc^ cottas — cn? ftft?^i cOTc^ ch^ ot? 

C? ?ft^'t?t?l ?tv«lTC?OT I ^ ^ C^FtC? 

ft? 5Tt^ ^1 OTI? C5Tt^ ?t?1 ^SOT ?t??t5T 
COTfl,— ft?? ^ ft ??filolC? ft ^ C?ft?C?^ CftC? ?1 I 
'aimi ftftft^ ft ftc? ^tc?tc>?! c??^,— ^ft?!F, ?W? ?twt?,^c?tcg?r 

bombard C^FtC? C^tC? ?tCT>^ I ft ?t?l ?tCW^ I C^ ?1 ??ct 

c?ir? cferc5^ . c^ ?i ^fcS? i ftc?? c«r?tc? (t^ ???tw, <7it 

^ | y? fr; ft^f?^c<1 *?:?ftt? ?r;^ c5tc?ci^i C5t??i c? ?t? ?t? 

??^^^!C? ‘4 C?ift?f ftf5 COTC^, f^?OTtC?? question, WtftveC?? 
question itftc? ^JC? COTC5 C^1?C^1 IT!? W?T 

?T?T«n? ^'S, ^|i 5 ?t?C?^ ^mjRC? ht?ft^ ?t?1OT C^TtCl^ C^l ^ 

C?f^C5 — ?? C35! ^?? ft ?f!^, — ?t?l 4? ftOT !f^, ?T?I ftC¥ 

support c4l?t.^ ?ft UtC?? '^?t? ^BRT’otC? 1 ?f%?tC? 
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'8 < HT'5 t C4 <4OT JrtJf CsNl 51^1. ^ CTitV '»!» CVlW, — 

«ri^CTf ^ cvtnr — ’rvpra ^ cvtt^f ’itra CTftfnr 
^»Hlf% ^l^lpn ^ 53f§ ^Fsi ®f&si i'i«i'JiH'fli c^a witsR wi 
51^ Spr '«fl?re ?Tt 1 cTt^ Tff «iiCT r '254=1 Prrt 

'SH 41'5I 4f4 55— W«51 V» I "sHW 

tpiCTf w fv (?4l?cipir 01 >m stto itfv tificii 

44 H >(4414 (71^ ’Pnr '5t?t >44 >44^1 — ^4t4 445 f?^-4*t«li||<,44 

4C4J^ 4?, 4141 C4C14 4i:«fT >44^1 44r9f4'»il 4fi 44l4 C5?1 C4t4C54, >44; 
CTC14 414W1C4 >44^1 4t5t4t4 >4C4 (;4^C&4 I ^t'5<C4‘^it 41:4 C4t4in?4 — 4? 
444^tC4 c&kn^ 4T441 II?C4 4l4t4i I 4lf4 C4f4f^‘"— C4tCt?^ 44 I 44* 
>44 4C4 C4*t 4tC4 I 4 f 4 4fe44 4tPf 44 C44t?4 441 CSlCbb, 4tfr4 

C4tt4 44 >AJI^ ^4t4 C4k4 44 44* 4T4 C44C4 41 f4^ 4t4T4 441 C4tni^4 C4fett4 
f4#t 44)4 441 csh 4^64 I 4ft44 4)4 C«tC4 4)41 (Ttnifesn ISlWft 

4lt^ f4f4T4 C44)4 447 C4 CSSl C,5kw> >2| f4 444 4)4, >4C4 f^"jl*l. 

«ll«^\Sl ^li?) 4)4 f4J? 441 R 4 41 | 

4)4C4 I^^4k44 414 f4i:4 C’llTlt OT C5li:^ ! 41 C4lC4 4^''» *)“) 

C4)C4 4)4 ?;!7I4 4C4 TO C4)4t5 C44 ? f!^4k44 4)1?? 4)«ll 415 

C4 ) 4M? C31 (Tflr'Sl I 151 41 C4)C4 — f4i:4C44 4)?t4'5)4 447 415)? C4l4tl5 | 

15)41 C4)SII^ — ^®)1?74 41^)45)4 447, 4)g147C4 441 44)4 447 >441 •!)ft4 

^;<n4 ^:<) £4 44)4 447 15)41 C«1l<5iC?i I 15 )? 4)? CSlTSI 5)5 M C4 '454'n‘ft 
«)«)15* 5)?I^, 41^)451 5t?r5 — C4 4)4)4 4'^4)5 I 4 434 4)4‘!))4 — 

(At this stage the mombor having reached his time limit aeked for a few 
minutes more and was allowed to finish within two minutes.) 

01 fisf 'BIlTOf (T^? ^ time ?Tt^, OftC^ 

I cH^4R*i cTf^rf^— — C’Hsjpt'is 

W (TFtTJ (A member of the Coalition Party : 031 ^ 

(71^ t) ^!Tt3my ^ ^(Tf^ 

m ^ ’CT ^ C¥mi5 i o»r^3ftf% ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, will you please sit down f 
(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the inotiou of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self- 
Government, Bengal, for referring the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment^ Bill to the Select Committee. This Bill has been the subject of 
strong denunciation and merciless criticism by the Opposition both 
here on th(i floor of the Assembly and outside. The main cry which has 
been raised against the Bill is this, that the Bill is aiming at crippling 
the power, the freedom and the autonomy of the Calcutta Corporation. 
Anotlier charge levelled against the Bill is that the Bill is communal 
and reactionaiy in outlook. Sir, nowadays we are living in the days 
of protests and denunciations and it has been the fashion with the 
Opposition and the ('aste Hindus of Bengal to describe every action of 
the preseul Government to be communal and reactionary. They find 
a very unpalatable taste in every measure brought by the present Gov- 
ernment. T}a\> find in every Jiiove of the Government something 
subversive of their freedom and destructive of their culture and civiliaa- 
tion. 

Sir, in this Bill I do not find anything and nobody can say that 
there is anything which can be said to have been actuated by the com- 
munal outlook of the i)reseni Government and to give some special 
favour to the Muslim community. There is not a single measure in 
the Bill which fan be dubbed as communal. Now let us examine the 
other aspeeU. But, Sir, I am not unconscious of the fact that there 
are measures in the proposed Bill which are going to curtail the un- 
bridled jiower of the Corporation which has been managed till very 
recently by some political party to the advantage of the party concerned. 
But before levelling the charge against the Govexnment that they are 
going to cripple the freedom of the Corporation in this Bill, all should 
at the outset consider that no Government are justified in allowing 
li<’eiH’e in ihe nathe of freedom and liberty. If any self-goveming 
institution in the name of self-government abuses its power and carries 
on the administration to give Wnefit to a particular political party to 
the detriment of others, the Government who are responsible for the 
good administration of the country with even-handed justice must cry 
a halt and the Government must see that the misuse and abuse of power 
is stopped. Now let us consider. Sir, whether the proposed Bill is a 
necessity or not. We all know that the autonomous Calcutta Corpora- 
tion ruled by a political party have not Wn reputed for the good |5ivic 
administration of Calcutta and they have carried on the administratiem 
for the benefit and advantage of that particular party. There is no 
denying the fact that abuses and corruptions crept into the administra- 
tion of Ihe Calcutta Crorpomtion to a lamentable and scandalous extent. 
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SiF^tlfislore dealing with, the provisions of the Bill I like refer to 
the charges brought forward yesterday on the floor of the House against 
the present Government of Bengal by iny friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy whose entry as a member into the Corporation of Calcutta 
boycotted by the Muslims of Bengal, through Ids alliance with the 
(jSongiHss, is evergreen in tb« memory of Muslim Bengal. My friend 
Mr. Hasliemy, though he did not dare to deny tlie charges of coiTup- 
tion, nepotism and favouritism against the Corporation of Calcutta, 
tried to justify the oj)position to the Bill on the allegations that |he 
Government art ixiii.illv guilty of the same charge and as sucJi they 
have no right tf» curtail the autonomy of the Calcutta Corporation for 
those abuses. Sir, we the members tui this side of this House strongly 
aiiul e^yaphatically protest against the untouiided alleg'ations made by 
iflj' friend against the Gov'll nmenl. 1 am aGo pained to find some hint 
like that in the maiden speec h of ^frs. Sen Gupta. I confess that I 
do not find any logic in the argument of my friend.s Mr. Hashemy and 
Mrs. Sen Gupta. To justify one wrong- on the analogy of another is 
the worst type of advocacy, and it indicates the incoliesive and incon- 
gfuons way ot fliinking by .such advocates. Now assuming but not 
admitting that the allcgati(»ns made by Mr, Ha-sliemy exist, may I not 
remind him that tlo* ( Vinstimtion lias giveu him tin* power to remedy 
the evils?^ If they genuinely feel that the ministry is guilty of the 
charges they have levelled against it, the only honourable course for 
them would be to bring- a motion of no confidence* fl^ainsi the ministry. 
If their aileg&tions are nut imaginary and I strougl}' ifbld, Sir, they 
aiV iniaglnury, the House will undoubtedly accept their not 

bringing >u(-b motion clearly and unmistakably prOvelS they are 

unnfeceasarily "and without any justification whatsoever throwing mud 
against th# present Govenunent ! 


Now, Sir, letlus come to the j>rovision8 of the Bill. 1 may remind 
the House that when a part of very seriously fjpom 

septic w'ound exigencies many a time require the amputation of that 
par^^ jl^^ktiwise the past expefit^nce^ ^ of the civi<f administration of 
Calcutta'^udSr tlie present Act have convinced th<f (iovernineiit that 
fbr *the goyl administration of the Calcutta Cor]>orafiqii power of 
auiputa^on ^ given to the Governipent to be exercised in very 

except ional circiiimia|ce8. 

Bit, the nl().^t imporfanl inensure in the Bill sought to be introduced 
into the administration of the Calcutta Corporation is the establishment 
of a Service Commission to be entrusted with the fluties of selection for 
candidates lor the appointments under the Corporation and also 
giving opinion regarding the diwriplinary measures propofted to be taken 
ag^intt the officers of the Corporation. Bir, a cry has been raiseil that 
an autonomous biKly like the Corporation of Calcutta is going to 
i« ’ ' 
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deprived of its rijfhts in the matter of selection of candidates for appoint- 
ment. Sir, the justification or otherwise of the step is to be found in 
the past action of the GorporatMn so far as the matter of the appoint- 
ment is concerned. Sir, till very recently the Corporation has been 
under the control and power of the Conprress Party who by their action 
has justified th^ proposed establishment of the Sendee Comnrfssiofl. 
It is a common knowledge that the appointments under the Calcutta 
Corporation were the monopoly of a set of people having the political 
c(hhplexion of being the Congressmen. Manj a time candidates with 
dinerent complexion but having better qualifications and attainments 
hive to go away disappointed from the red building situated near the 
Municipal Market to make jdace for candidates for appointments with 
less qualifications and attainments belonging to the party in power in 
the Calcutta Corporation. Sir, I may refer^liere how the Muslims in 
the matter of appointments in the Corporation have been shabbily 
treated. Of course, that is not all. The candidates to secure appoint- 
ments must be either relations of some memb(‘rs of the party in j)(»wer 
or must have affiliation to them. I think it will not be an exaggeration 
if I say that nepotism and favouritism in the matter of appointments 
were the rules and absence of them wore the exceptions. It may be urged 
that Congress will not be in power always and for all the time to come. 
But that does not di8pla<*e the logic in favour of the establishment of 
the Service (yommission. Who can say that party which will take the 
power in hand from the party ruling it will not abuse tluit power in 
the matter of appointments? In the eireunistances, the“ Service Com- 
mission is the only remedy. I may remind my friends ojiposite that 
they have waxed eloquent in favour of the Public Service Commission 
in the matter of appointments under the Provincial Government and 
their advocacy holds good and (luite in fitness in the matter bf appoint- 
ments under the Corporation of C'alcutfa. 

So, Sir, in order to drive away corruption, nepotism, and favouritism 
from field of appointments, the Service Commission is the only cry- 
ing need and the only panacea. Sir, another point from which the 
Bill is attacked is the provision for the suppression of a department of 
the Corporation by a i)erson to be appointed by the Government if in 
the opinion of the Government the Corporation h^\e in respect of such 
department shown their ineompetenee to perfori^ or persistently made 
default in the performances of the duties imposed. Sir, no doubt it 
appears that the Government is making provision for the drastic action 
against an autonomous body like the Calcutta Corporation. But we 
must not forget that the Government are ultimately responsible for the 
good of the people under their charge and if the Corporation utterly 
fail to discharge their duties in .some branch of the civic administra- 
tion and the interests of citizens are jeopardised, the Government of 
the province are bound to protect the interests of these citisens. The 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1940,1 

provision is aimed at such mismanagement and incompetence and imlass 
and until the Corporation are guilty of the utter incompetence there is 
no apprehension for the use of this power by^ the Government. This 
power is a check against the wanton way of managing the civic affairs 
according to the whims and caprices of the Corporai^on. We hjfve seen 
such^ialadministration by the Corporation of Calcutta, and we have 
had tlie report of the Special Committee appointed "in the month of 
April which in very strong terms deprecated the action of the Cprpora- 
tion so far as the rights of the labour staff were concerned. If for 
callousness of the city fathers and their utterly incompetent adminis^a- 
tion of any dej)artinent, people suffer materially, will not the impartial 
observers of the things accuse the Government of their apathy if the 
Government do not take j)ropcr and sufficient steps to remove the chaotic 
conditions!' To meet exigencies like this, this provision is going to be 
made in the Bill, and it is meant for a check against such future 
happenings. Sir, provision has been made in the Bill for the disso- 
lution of the Cor[)oratioii when the Corporation are guilty of incom- 
petence or negligence k> perform its duties, and reconstitution thereof. 
ThiwS jjrovision also is a check against the callousnese on the j)ari of the 
Corporation to do thi'ir duties. But, Sir, the Government cannot 
dissolve the Corporation at their sweet will. They must state the 
reasons with the notification for disMdution published in the Calcutta 
Gazette and their reasons must be in conformity with tlie provision of 
the section. Sir, a provision like this is already in existence in the 
Bengal Municipal Act, 1932. If the Corporation do their duty 
efficiently and they are not guilty of incompetence or persistent neglect 
of duties, no (piestiou can arise as to the dissolution, but if the Corpora- 
tion is guilty of incomi>etence and if they persistently make default in 
the j>erfornuiiice of their duties, no resjjonsible and reasonable man can 
argue thaf the civic administration of a big city like the second city 
of the Briti.sh Empire will remain in (he hands of an incompetent body 
and new blood should not come in their place. Protests have also been 
made for dei»riving the Corporation of their right in chorising their own 
Chief Executive Officer. Sir, I feel tliat at the first sight it appears 
that there is some force in the contention, but during these years those 
who keep some information about the Corjmration of Calcutta have seen 
that the Executive Officer has not been free enough to exercise his best 
con.sidered judgment and di.scretion in the best interest of the city. To 
bring the Chief Executive Officer above the squabbles and inffiience of 
party politics and to utilise his service for the interests of the rate- 
payers and citizens provision has been made in the Bill. It may be 
said, Sir, that unfettered as he is going to be made, the Chief Executive 
OflScer may conduct himself in the discharge of bis duties in a way 
quite unworthy of his position and unbecoming of the great respon- 
sibility he is entrusted with. But the remedy has been provided in the 
same section. In a case like this he is removable from bis office on the 
votes of two-thirds of the Councillors and Aldermen for bis removal. 
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Sir, now a few words regarding the power of the Provincial Govern- 
ment to annul or suspend proceedings of the Corporation or any com- 
mittee or suh-cominitte6. By the existing provision the Government 
inuy annul a jiroceeding of Corporation which is not in conformity 
with law and rules and by-laws. 

Thf iiinendment authorises tlie Government to annul not only the 
j)roceediijgs of the Corjmration, but al^o tlie proceedings of any stand- 
ing committee or sub-cr)mmittee or of 0113^ special committee wdien such 
proceeding is not in conformity with law or the rules or b3’-laws. The 
principle upon which the power is extended is the same. The amend- 
jnent by which the jjower has been given to the Government to suspend 
any resolution of the Corporation or any standing committee or si>e(*ial 
committee or sub-committ(‘e which in the ojdnion of the Government is 
likely to lead to a serious breach of the peace 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit and wanted tw^p 
minutes to finish his sjieech.) 

tV* 


Mr. SPEAKER: I 4im \ery sorr3’ I cjiinnot give you an,v more time. 
Besides, 1 cannot underst-iuid wliy yo\i should not be able to finish your 
speech W'ithin the time. I cannot also undcrst;ind wdiy you should 
write out a Hi>eech which cunnot be read out in lb minutes. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATiF BI8WA8: All right, vSir. I will then 
finish this sentence only. I do not like to fake up the valuable time of 
the House any more, but 1 would like only to say this, that under the 
circumstjiiH'es the Bill is a measure which should l>e supported. With 
these words 1 sujifMirt the motion <d the llondile Minister to refer the 
Bill to a Select (kunmittee. 

Mr. F. il, MARINOIN: Mr. Speaker, at this stage it is not neces- 
»ury to discuss the deUils of the Government’s Bill, and I wdll therefore 
merely state on bioud lines wdiy my party support the Government’s 
motion for reference to a Select Committee. In theory' it must be con- 
ceded that to encroach ujxm the jHiwers of an autonomous body' such 
as the Calcutta Corjmnatiou is a retrognule step. But tlie state of the 
Calc&tta Corporation is such that its best friends should w'elcome this 
Bill as an effort to restart muuiciptil self-government in Calcutta on 
^ftoper lines along wliich an efficient self-governing administration 
iltuight be built up. I do not deny for a moment that the Calcutta 
Oorporaftan in some directions has done good work. I believe however 
that a great deiil more could be done if these reforms affecting tlie 
administration of the Corporation were put into effect. 
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Sir, I have had some experience of the Calcutta Municipality having 
been a Councillor and serve<l on the Buildings Committee and on the 
Services Committee. When I entered the Corjwration I was full of 
optimism, but in the two years which I served on that l)ody I only 
expe^enced disillusionment. My first year was spent in the Buildings 
Comn^ittee. So grotesque was the work of that i^Dommittee that I 
considered it necessary to recommend to the European Group in the 
Corporation that no European should .serve on it. This was adopted 
for some time, but once again members of the European Group are, I 
believe, endeavouring to work on the Buildings Committee to bring 
some sembhuice of reason and order into its deliberations. My 
experience in the Services Committt'e showed me that it is not neces- 
sarily the best men who obtained the job. and that it is of paramount 
import^uice for an aj)plic4int to obtain the support of individual 
Councillors or of Parties, 1 am convincetl, Sir, tluit the municipal 
administration of this city is centred on personal and party interests 
tiiid that so long as tins vtate of affairs (sintinues, the efficiency of the 
executive is IkuiikI pKjgressively to deteriorate. It is imjxjssihle for 
the heads of the executive to serve 90 or more masters wdio time 4|ftrl 
again make their displwisnre felt by interfering with routine duties by 
curtailing authority and by taking a persomil interest in Individuals 
amongst the subanlinale .staff, the sole reason for which would appear 
to be that such individuals are their proteges. Sir, I may be wrong in 
my opinion that self-interest governs the actions of many (Vnincillors, 
but I am convinced that I am not wrong in my belief that the mlmini- 
.stration of the (’ahutta Corporat km would he vastly improved if the 
executive was insuLited from the inffuence of the (’/mncillors so that 
they might carrv on their duties without interference ami put into 
ett’ect the •decisions of the C<»rporaiion without having to consider how 
their actions will affect their future empbiyment in the Corimration. 

I have given thus tar my opinion Imsed <m fiersomil experience and 
would now turn to the Hill itself and indicate wdiere the Ewopean 
Party can wludeheai tedly .support the Bill and where in our %inion 
further steps should lie taken to improve matters and wdicre we cannot 
support the Bill. 

Sir, from a peru.siil of the Statement of Objects and Recisons of th« 
Bill it appears that the Bill ha.s three main objects: — 

(1) To remove the Chief Executive Officer from the sphere and 

influence of individual Councillors. 

(2) To provide that appointments to higher points shall not Ik* made 

except on the recommendation of a Ser\'ice Ojmmi.ssion, igul 
in. view of the maladministration and inefficiency of tt^ 
Corporation as a wliole and of certain depiirtme-^ll of it ii 
particular; to assume to the Provincial Government larger 
powers of control and to impose further eafeguarda against 
abuses. 
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Subsidiary objects are — 

To lower the francbioe in certain respects so as to allow the poorer 
sections of the community to vote in Corporation elections and 
to remove certain working difficulties in the Act which 
experience has brought to light. ^ 

We appreciate that the Bill involves a substantial limitation of the 
powers of the (k^rporation and though in the ordinary course we would 
deprecate interference with an efficient autonomous body, we agree that 
the administration of the Calcutta C/orjKjration has been so far from 
satisfactory as to justify the measure now proposed. 

The existing state of affairs is due largely to interference by indivi- 
dual Councillors wdth the executive side of the Corporation to party and 
personal considerations wffiich have entered into (juestions of appoint- 
ments and to the frequent occurrence of maladministration and abuses 
in various (Jorporation Department.s. 

accordingly supimrt in principle the three steps now proposed 
to remedy this j>oHition, namely, the removal of the Chief Executive 
Officer frxmi the sphere of influence of individual Councillors and 
Aldermen of the Corporation; the setting up of a Service (Commission 
to fill higher jmsts in the Cor|>oration ; and the assumption of larger 
powers of control in cases of default or abuse of the p()wer8 of the 
Ck)riH)ration. 

We are opposed to the extension of the franchise on practical 
grounds. In our opinion, the admission as electors of a large number 
of illiterate voters will greatly impede the attainment of the declared 
object of reforming the administration of the Corporation. *■ 

It must be known to the Government that not only are the Corpora- 
tion Eliectoral Rolls made up in a highly inefficient manner, but also 
they li« defective. It must also be known to Government that 
impersonation at election times can be indulged in with impunity and 
it is our belief that these existing malj)ractices will be considerably 
Increased as a rt*sult of the substantial extension of the franchise 
proposed by the Bill. 

I accordingly recommend most strongly that clause 7 of the Bill 
should l>e deleted and that the question of extension of the franchise 
should l)e considered separately from the present Bill after steps have 
been taken to scrutinise and radically amend the election rules to 
ensure that all existing voters entitled to vote are on the roll and 
falsification of the rolls is ruled out of the realms of possibility and 
that inqWrsonation is made impossible. 

Clauses 43 and 44 relate to matters pertaining to the Building 
Jtules. 
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It must be koown to Government that the existing provisions of 
the Act relating to building rules and existing building rules them- 
selves have, in application, given rise to most serious condemnation 
from many quarters. 

^ Building Rules themselves are out of date and require revision 
and the whole system of sanctioning building plans requires investiga- 
tion and revision. Piecemeal alterations such as are proposed by this 
Bill are of doubtful value, and I sugge.st therefore that the Building 
Rules and administration of the Building Rules should form the subject 
of a speeial investigation by (iovernment with a view to their entire 
revision and that a sejiarate amending Bill dealing solely with thi« 
matter should be introduced by Government as soon as the enquiry is 
completed. 

In conclusion, I would say that we do not Indieve that the rights, 
interests and prerogatives of the Hindu majority of this city are in any 
way endangered by this Bill. We believe that Government have 
introduced this Bill in an earnest endeavour to save the (hdcutta 
Corporation from self-destruction, and that the provisions of the Bill 
will enable the Corporation executives to administer tin* ser\’iee.s of 
the Corporation to the best l>enefit of its citizi^ns. 

I would remind the House that year in and year out there has 
been perj^etual iriticism of the administration of the Corporation — 
criticisms from all sides — and in order to refresh the memories of 
members wlio ojipose this Bill, I would refer in particular to a letter 
written by Mr. Subha.s (’handra Bo.se from, 1 believe, Dalhousic, ni 
August, ]9d7, in which he said; — 

“It I l^ive anything to do with Bengal politics the Augean stables 
f)f llie f’alciitta Corporation will have to be .swept clean, or in the 
alternative, the Congr<*>s Party will have to w’a.sh it.s hands of any 
responsibility for what the ('ab utta Corporation dfM\s.'’ 

That letter wa.s written in and since that time the leader of 

the Forward Blo( ba.s been an Alderman of tlie Corporation. I may be 
wrong, but it does not appear to me that Alderman Suhha.s Chandra 
Bose has succeeded in his task. 

Babu SHY AM A PR08AD BARMAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion for circulation moved by ray honourable friend 
Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee. The Bill under consideration may rightly 
be called the butcher's knife, with which the Hon'ble Miiii.sterA are 
going to kill and slaughter the Corporation of Calcutta and distribute 
the loaves and fi.shes of office to their supporters and hangers-on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, is it parliamentary to calf the 
Minister a butcher y * 
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Mr. SPEAKER! I do not know for wHat you have become a gr^eat 
supporter of the Ministry ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am very much pained to hear 
it, Sir. 

Babu 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: The popular Ministers 
want by this Bill to deal a death blow to the very foundation of the 
self-governiiij? institution of the province. 

By the first Calcutta Municij)al Act of 1939, the Hon'ble Ministers 
have already crippled the Corporation by introducinj? the system of 
separate electorates in it and by redistributing? the seats in such a way 
as to reduce the majority c(unnninily, liavin^^ 75 per cent, of the 
population of the city, into a state of minority by artificial means. 
Now they have placed this Bill in the I^^'frislative anvil in order to 
forj?e a finer and sharper weapon with which to < ut the throat of the 
Corporation, one of the ju-einier self-jroverning* institutions of India. 

The Bill is a retrograde m<*asure. In every civilised country the 
tendency of the I/cpfislature has alM’ays betoi to look forward, to give 
powers, more j)owers, to tlii‘ self-governing bodies with no, or the 
least, interference by th(‘ (iovernment with the working of these 
bodies. And nowhere do we find a going back from the i)rogress that 
1ms been made. But if tliis Bill is passt'd into law, it will certainly 
put back the luuid of progress. The Hon'ble Minister hiimself frankly 
confesses that th(* Bill is a retrogra<le measure not (juite in harmony 
with progressive and (buiiocratic ideas of local self-government. He 
justifies this measure on the plea of j<dd)er\ , nepotism and corruption 
that prevail in the (N)rp»)ration. But may 1 ask him: Ai^ there no 
jobbery, favouritism ami corruption in tlie administration of the Gov- 
ernmeiit of the province'? Are there no jobbery and nepotism, in the 
very department of which the Hon’ble Minister is in charge? May I 
remind him how ignoring the claims of the educationally qualified 
persons, both Muslims and Hindus, the Minister^ appoint Matriculates 
who hapiMMi to poss<\ss the extraneous (|ualification of being related and 
conruM'ted with the M, L. A's, belonging to the Coalition Party? I 
may cite many instances where the np})ointments to responsible posts 
under the variou.s departments of the (Iovernment are often made on 
personal and party consideration. Matriculates have been appointed 
as Sub-Kegistrars superseding the legitimate claims of many qualified 
Muslim graduates only on the party consideration ! There is the 
Public Service Commission of the Government for the selection of 
candidatevS for posts under the Government. But I may cite many 
instances where the Hon'ble Ministers have made appointments flout- 
„ing\he recommendations of the Public Service Commission. If I may 
upon the question of appointments under the Government the 
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charges of nepotism, jobbery and corruption against the Government 
are graver and more serious than those of the Corporation, The acta 
of jobbery, nepotism and undue discrimination are rampant in every 
department of the Government. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
^his has mentioned in tlie Statement of Gbjecta and Reasons that 
one of the reasons for introducing this Bill is that the political views 
of the party in power in the department have very largely influenced 
the day-to-day administration of the Corporation with the result that 
the efficiency of the administration has been impaired. And on this 
ground the Hon’hle Minister wants to amend the municipal law in 
such a way as to rob the ( 'ori)oratlon of its independence and autonomy. 
It is very strange and (lueer logic indeed ! In any democratic* institu- 
tion of the world, tin* majority jiarty is the party in jxiwer and the 
day-to-day administration of the institution i.s carried on under the 
guidance and direction of the party in power and is, to some extent, 
influeiicc*d hy the party in power. And so long as it functions to the 
best inteis'st of tlu* jx'ople, it is all right. But it is no ground for 
withhcdding or curtailing the power of that institution. Bengal has 
got Provincial Autonom\ b\ the* Governmc‘nt of India Act, 19fh), and 
the Muslim l>eague Parts is in power now in this provincjc. AVe have 
seen that the administration of the provinc’c* has greatly been influenced 
by the jiolitical views of the party in jiower inasmuch a.s the minority 
community in tlie province apprc*hends that it is in danger of being 
cnislied. And, Sir, the* Ministers have committed such actions which 
the author of tlie Government of India Act can hardly approve* of. 
But ma> 1 Hsk the Hoii'blc* Minister: Is that the ground for which the 
Provincial Autonoiii.\ can be withdrawn from Bengal and that Bcmgal 
should 1 h^ administer<‘d b\ rivihans as it was done some oO years backP 

Freejuent intei ference with the executive has been made another 
grouncl for curtailing the* jiowers of the Corporation. AV^itb that end 
in view the Hon’ble Minister has considered it cle.sirable to make provi- 
sion in the Bill for tin* aiipointment as executive offic'er of the Corpora- 
tion hy (foverniiieiit a Government offic*er, an officer of the Indian Civil 
St*rvice or the Ibuigal Civil Service. A tried servant of the Crown 
will be appointed as Chief Executive* Officer of the Cori^’ration and be 
wdll be in a position, .so the Hon’hle Minister fondly hopes, to dia- 
charge his duties without undue in1erferem*e by the representatives of 
the rate-pa>ers of the* Calcutta Corporation. But, Sir, may I ask him: 
AVill that officer be free from undue interference by the jiarty in power, 
1 mean the Ministers and their .supporters and the Coalition Party, at 
whose sufferance and swe<*t will the officer will bedd his offic’e? If any 
repre.sentative body is to function pro|>erly and in(Ie})endeutly and if 
it is to be held rt^sponsible to the pec»p]e for its good or bad adminis- 
tration, then it is very meet and proper that it must have the authority 
to appoint and dismiss its officers through whom it will woHt, «an4 
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this is one of the most important valuable rights of public bodies, but 
the popular ministry is going to rob the Calcutta Corporation of that 
valuable right and thus to deprive it of its autonomous character. 
Thus the ministry wants to V turn the Calcutta Corporation into a 
subordinate department of the Government. The Bill thrusts o^. the 
Corporation a Service Commission in the selection of the personnel of 
which the Corporation is not to have any voice. Thus the Chief 
Executive Officer and almost all the officers of the Corporation of 
certain grades are to be appointed either by the Government or by the 
Service Commission which will he appointed by the Government. 

The Bill invests Government with dictatorial authority which 
empowers the Goveninient io annul the proceedings of the Corporation 
or any comniitice or siih-coniniittee and to suspend certain resolutions 
of the Cor])()ratinn, an> commit te<‘ nr sub-committee tliereof. The 
Bill further confers the power on the Government to siii)ersede a 
def»artim*nt of the Corporation, to dissolve a body of Councillors and* 
Aldermen and this is wholly unwarranted and unjustifiable. This 
jirovision of the Bill means that the representatives of the rate-payers 
of the Corporation, however honestly and satisfactorily they may work 
in the ( Vjrporntion, will have to work in the cf)nstant fear of being 
rem()V(*d frcjiii the oftice at tlie sweet will of the Government who will 
sit in judgment over their action. Can aiu nuui having a bit of self- 
respect and independence work as a Coum'illor of the Calcutta rori)ora- 
tion under this humiliating condition? Since the Calcutta Municipal 
Act of the Calcutta Cori)oralion is working very efficiently and 

to the best interest of (he citizens of (he great ni(‘troi>olis of ('alcutta, 
and it Ijas made great imijrovcnicnts in many directions. But our 
Hon’ble Minister after so many years have found that the' Calcutta 
Cori>oralion is not working well; s<» tlie necessity of this Bill. But to 

my mind the llou’bb* Ministers in framing the Bill are actuated by 

tlie fact that tlie Calcutta (airporation is not at the beck and call of 

the Ministers and that it provides a vast field for the loaves and fishes 

of office. So they want to wrest all the powers from the (Corporation, 
from tlie Mayor, the Deputy Mayor and the (Councillors and take them 
in their own hands. Tlit' loaves and fishes of office at the ilisposal of 
the (lovernnient are going to be exhausted, and the Government by 
taking all the power in their hands want to open fresh avenues for the 
supporters of the ministry. 

With these worsts, Sir, 1 support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS; first Select 

(Mr. Mosomohan Das: 

nomination l) 43 ftsrfS ^ 

Hoa’ble Minister congratulate i 
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congratulationtii^ C*I, communalisnivii^ 

^ communalism^^ I ^Communalism^ii? «f^|M 

^ «lt^C«T congratulate I 'srtft communaL 

^ communalism^i]? ^ ^ I (71 ^1^ 

communal chsracter^ij^ (TT^f^ '^nPl C5t«l JCW (7ftTO5 I ^ 

(TT^fes communal ^ ^ (7r^f% 'SIW^ C^ (?r<fr3 ?11 ^ 

^ ^ (Tt^ ^^rrsmi ^ C5t5, 

^’ClfOTr communal | «4f^T3F Coalition '*0^1^ 

TtCW? C^ TOTR ^<0^ C^ communal 

feeling I ^Rl I Oppositiomil^ 

^5^*1 (71 communal C*f^ll7T ^5t^1 

I ^f?l ^ CTH communal ^R, <ypp{ 

^'(753 Cbh TOT I ?ltlT C^ (7^=4 communal^ C*f^ 

Tl communal T’vfl ^c«i*( TC^ fVs ‘iJ’oT^ ^if^iTTTRT bM T?1 I 

’Tt^rfrrTbtlTf COT SCOTtT communal TTCW^ ®5lOT 

^f%^rPT, ^ttf%Ttf%T 3TI , Tt^TT«!t^, TK^llTT commuruil 

^3OT OT5»t #n fr CTOT OTOT T1 (71 communalism 

fr, 3 C!|iT fr I Communal r(75 ^171 fV fT 

f^, >Tl^ ^3 ^'4 '3*^ fV COTl OTOT? 

fr ^OTI fOT ^fOT (71 fOT 

OT OTlfOT ^ ? 

%n communal ^StOT communityCT bM^lOT, community^ 

tj'CbTTCT cTOTTR I ?fe, C^-T5 TOTTF^ 

bt«OT7R I Community^ '3Tn WtlTR 

(TftOT OT ?rf%TtOT OT ^ btOT I ^ tfXOTR ?l'c^ PltWOT 
froi, fr ?J1®t fTO3 communitycr ^ OTR Tl ^fWITT^ 
URT Sot" COT175 ■'ITOT I COT TTsrvl" CTW ftCOTTl OTfW 

^5r31 ^ OT^-'tTStCT C^^ COTC^ ^}OT OT ^ TOT, tMVil 

TOT, ^ Ft^ 13^ ) COTn OT ^5 tOT (Tltn TRf CTtOTl 

btC^-d 'Stn community f^tCTlTR ^ 

TtflTOT (TltOT -sn I ^ ^!OT >l" j t*?lOT OTRTT^ (TITOT 

(jtOT S7f% Tt^RTT PlOT ?’?7T^ OT TOT I "“(Tft 

communal (TTtTOT !!r51 Tf%, bft* Tf% I Tt^ ao-ealled nationaliatOT? 
ftc*Nb: 'ItOT leaderOT OT^t*r Tfil ^5t?n C*R OT, tftC^, Ttrtl communal 
^ I Tfil — rftr OTtT T^rm— C5fin communal if’ I 
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I bow down before the Englishmen there, because they are com- 
munal. See in England how they are sacrificing everything for the 
defence and maintenance of the glory of their own community. I bow 
do^ii my head before tlie Mu^inis because they are communal. They 
are doing everything ifijheir power to raise and glorify their coiiKdiunj- 
ty, and the so-oiilled nationalists and the oppositionists of this Bill-/- 
Ihey are quarrelling over their personal gain or loss. 

^ (R, ^ nationalist, (Tt ^ nationalist 

5R I Nationalism '<3 communalism^i]^ ^ I TR 

nationalism communalism^? CRH wider, ^ co- 
extensive communalism nationalism CR?r3 wider. 

^ cm ^ #?n nationalist 

M3 non-3ommunali8t I '3tHl porsonalists, ^ ^1^ 

^ sectarian HI (dannisb comraunalist ^ HI nationalist 

HTH hi I HtHl fw ilH* WHT 

tfnrr^'Tk sacrifice ^^tCHH HI, HHR 

^5T«THtHrHH (ilHN ^^HT sacTifice HRCHH ^ I 

So-called natioualistc^R ^SRHHitH 

personalism ^ | Hf? communal HI 5TH personal^ 

HTH, HH^THtH'^t^t (7RHT H^^blc4 ^oRHIHCHH HI HI 

H’/ C^h HRTRH HI , ^ -iHtrH HI I 

^ #:HH H^’CH I ^ #TfH emus 

(7f'!fr5 ’'ttTHH CH, HHR HR fcl RH H' I Ht^ 

HH7RH C5^ ^tCHH fRH RH I ^HtH '®iTHTH so-called nationalist 

f5'JW3 HHRH HRrS ^ttCHH fH I >i3R’<3 

HI I HtHI Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, Money-lenders Act, Primary 
Education Act vi]H’ Bengal Tonan-y (Amendment) AetCH^ HR 

THR <ttrHH ^ CH f% H3HR HlHfn HHHI I ^ 

CorporationR family propertyc^ HTHf^RH ^H^ CHsbt ' CH^ 

HKR CRHIIrH, ^TRH CH^“ vested interest c«fR divested HM3HtH ^ CH 
mm H>HR<3 x$tR CHiH CH^ I 

m '^|Hl HffH ^ HtHl PtR^ CHC^ 'Wftm R tH C^ H— 

^ Sir Surendra Nath Banerjeo CHHH HTtCHft Act^H RcH f R^ l CHlTH 

cm cHfHnr oqh: w hi ^hi 

RHRH Hft, 'StHtQ C'^fy^lCH CHR CHIhCH 'HtJRR I 

(Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar: tsfentR^ ^iMHtHl C^ JitCRj) 
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Mr. QIA8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Municipal 

(Amendment) Bill C^, — tPlT 

?r«f?R f% I 'ij? ^ 

'STWii ^ i5ir, ^fw?r wr^nr ^nt?^ 

^srnr ’^1C4, vi]^* brt (TT?^ ^*c*tt<R ^sfTr*il 

^rw tfnrrsR ^ i ^mrsT w >nT? to b i ^n 

^rrt^Ttf^ Corporation Act ^ 3jp>^ %T 

^ ( (Tfl TcTTT^-t ^rSF^ 

(TT w!R^ c^m ^ ^‘•t to omj 

^1^f%TOl S^tTO ’Tt^ CTO%^, «ij ^vfi c^ 

^rfTTO ^ I ^^^ fsr^Pn Annmdment 

BilM^ StTOT CTO tfTO 

f^SSl^i 4^1 Co ^ 41^4 l\i>] C(>rporatioui]4 4f% 

'^U] TOl TO TO otTTO TOT CTO ^f%4TOI >i3^ BilljJ 

f4 41, "Sltfi f^'TOl 4(4 4f^4Tot« (71 44 CoTO TOT 54T 5TO <^4: TO «RT 
TOl tfTO CTOTO 4CW ^ 44 44TO ^ CTO ^f44C41 '^tC^ f4 

41 ? ^4tf4 — il^ Bill44 f^TO 4f4TO»t4 

C4tC44 ^(441 41 STOtC44 CTO ^f448r41 f44TTO f4 41 ? 

(A VOICE FROM Coalition Benches : TO:^, TO^l) 

BilU4 ^TFCTO fei;4 ^4^ 441 441 TOTC^ — Statement of Ohjocaa 
and Reasona C44l TO CTO"^ 4l44l\51 Corporation CTO TOt4fe4 

44 f4CTO4 TOl TOl>tf4'«i 74, C4t? C7:j 4f44T®l (’orporatioivil 

'®lCH4 '^t4^ <il4 *4431 C4C^ f4C4, Covornmcnt-iJ4 TtHS 

^ fc; 7C4 I 44C3 Fft — 4^414 "443tft4 4^4 TOl 

political parties 41 TOt^f34 44 f^TO4 TOl ’TfTOfir^ 7C3 TO 41 
3tC44 444tir §f5<^ TO TO^r34 C43I 7^t3 43 4^ 4C4 

^ I 4^4t4 ^f‘r5tft4 ’}Rfr4 C44fC4 politicral party -f^ TO 

^ SkW, C44tC4^ tp73 t3!4j^4 4t4!^f3 TOTSTO TOTO I TOC4 

4T*4fr.4C4 TOTC44 4C44U ‘5t43T3^ 4^1 TO® TOT^ U54: 434 434 

political party ) TOrr4 C4^ 4??7>3W.’ 44C4 4f4 f^ 

TOl 74 31 7’C4 4tf4 44C3 TO 4TO4 43T® 4444*0314 ^4f4M C4S41 

TOl ^4 31^ 44 f4CTO4 443T4 Q TOtMf3l4 <4fTO <!|^41 Tcl 1^ vilTO4 
Corporation44 CounoiUoiTO 7TC3 CTOF 4TO 4431 C46p fTO Govem- 
m©nt<ij4 71C^ OTTO gTO TOCf I 4tf4 firTOl 4f4 4^414 Government 
44C3 4tC*f4 ^ItTO ? 4^4T4 Goverament 44t3 4tf% fr y t^ 4f4, 

44C4 fW4 44t44—4f44tTOC44 !ll3f4ft4 TO! 'Jffi3 C4 4ftwr TO 
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Government tffePrfiRT ^t?l Grovem- 

ment 4^* ^35f?rft Government TOF ’TCV trJ 

a ?ff^% ^ Government 

V|f5fi5tf%^ ^ OounoillorOT ^ 

Corporation ^STC^ ^ I 

Government ^ ^ ^Tt^ ^TC^ ^Itm, ^l5"C5T 

^r!PTt<ft^*f?r Counciiior?r<:t CT^T nt^; ^ ^ I 

rPTrf?r ^ ^ (TTOS ^ttni ^ i 

Government ^ ^i>lf^\6 tjfilsH 

^ 'oMotC^ ^ 15t5Ttr3 ^ Corporation^? 

(?Prt?'3 I Corporation Councillors 

?PFM c^inn:^ 4^vii c^ ^itic? ??fr? c^tc^ ^ttr?, 

Corpora tion^Q? ^ oq?r^ self-governing institution^ij? fe3? '^TISF 

4?' (71^ ^ ^ I 

Corporation ?f?l ^5tS ^ tj7Ft*l 

C^ ^151^ ?t^in Government 

I ?t:^ Government ^ij? ^n:?T ^tS 5|t*l*T)?I 

?tCR vil?* sikhT? ~^^a, "iit?! 

Government vff^ijtfirs ?#ast51 Corporation 

I viiw? Mayor fk^, ^ Deputy Mayor 

fk^, fV f^Xt? a* a cat C?, ?T?1 arisen Government 

aRC^ ^ a7f%5 ? ^^Wai f% ^ 

‘a(ata<1 ?tm ^sot^ ? ?f? ^ ^ a-^rr® m, ^ 

?oTC?| ?^aFf<51 Corporation ^ aRC^ v5t?l 

^■itat^ *R I 'i(v$ai* '^ical'Xi'ita Rea arRf<pi\5i Corporation^ij? 

at? aear ^hn at? status ca^ 

aFRraFT^ Corpora! ionii]? , Corporations? ^ C'^ITF (TFC^ C?^?l 

s? COT '^at? '’aarf? '^afaTJt? ’ttc? ai i 

^ RSfaRrvftf ?:c»rt?a tf^fac't? ?a? sa^ tfst? 
'*Cfai TOrf^ C? joint electorates? ^f??r^ seperate electorate ?r?l I 
s^ f^lFa’fvfi?, ^ata?i v5^ ^aitatca? cOT^ atai Ratf^ata i ^2?«fa 
Govern^i^ts? C^ S^ at^ af% (Xm OT^T c? a^ Rta F*! ^ ! 

Corporations C^cillorS aC?T ja^aatam iVfnft COT^ ?pj^ 
ca? I s ?R TOT ??, '®tOT s^ %?i ^atcf?, at?i ‘ j;TOa f ac«f ? ^s??* 

c^ tfRsfafri, TO?cipi m\ ^ 2f^ ^as rara i m ,«m cOTf c^ 

▼TO c?n[t5 ca'OT calc?!^ f 
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^ fronr <3ftC3r:?pn 

ftrt? f^: srm ymm w' fr (yrfkm^ i ?f? 

C^Ft^ S^Wr^ ^ v5t^ C^ft^ C^t^ 'iJ’Ffel ^tfe * 

\ RrS C^ ^vn J -5t^c|''^c^ 51^ — 

a (Tr<3?n c^tc^^gi (TT ’sftoi ?rfC5 

^ ^ (TT *R f!^ 

-^m wR=a ^ (Tf?^ ^’tra-TR 'SRTT^ (TfN ^d?c^ I 

firssl^i ^ (TT jfrsTii ^ ^I%tf5f5 c^ tc gbH — 
(7T ^ crm c^r^ (Tftr^ ^f?<n ^ ^ w^kHz^^ ftf 
— ilT^ L<?\Lh I Parliamentary system 

lagislature t£|t opposition vTl^r^ I 'SftWI ^ oppoei- 

tion ^ ^Ttr^ fer (71 . 

^ 5t^ ^ (Ttnrcf , — ^ PfOTi ^ c«lt7F ^ 

f% c^ (TTWr^ (yrm c^lctrc^ ? ^ ^ ^ c^ vn??^, 

(7r«fe ^ favouritism it^C'i (Corporation vij^^ 

public body T1 C^ favouritism (Tf^ftC^ ^ f ’ 

"^r^totTl ^ C5tC7C^ ^StCS (7ft!U5 miTT— TO t<y «m » 

'srtfnrw^ (7m (Tttot ^ 

yr^rm ^ ^1% educationally qualified (Tfl^, \5tOTl f%5* ^ 

^ dt? I lii *n C'^ic«i 

TO7 ^ ^fvrft^ mrj?tf% crrci? c 'gtc' ^ ci ^ 

c^Tflim ^ fV m — (T thd ' m ^ (Tr^tm '^nitunr 

f%3? ^ Ta^^Tnr ^ c">rr5Tm vm:^ 

^ ^ ?ni (7T r^n?¥t #7f^ 5r*Fr iit^ i ^‘l, ^ m 

' if 

>av«(i ^ CT ■tt'i^i^n 'iTWm ?rtra ^ '*TPn ^rtr® «rwm 

JR 9T^ "^Nsh '=<fo!.*ilt.''k ?ffi*H^ cs l(,'4 I 'fllww 

=Tt'5tlCTC*r4 «R’rt«rRr:‘fJ c?’I1»h ^rt^i h ’rb 50 'S'IItj cBtcsf 

’rtcsf (71 fwra c®t(7t ? ^ ’il'SRt ♦tfii j(7fc^ >(ic^ RRIm S'flj flUr? 

SMtCb^ 5^ Pfsilcb^ — (71^ f^PR C^TlRT tfl? CS^ CWlPT, illtfi:^ 

'^mi ^ I RRr ^^sn •stto'T'rf'^ (71^ c^ iftfei R113R gr^t (TTIct, 

(Stft ^?pitst g?*? (TFipr '^wcts.^piTa ■srt^tJrsR RRTt«in^j^:5it? Wi^<(f?ir«nr 
*lr¥ 3iw3m RWFf'Q?! TOR (sfTPi (sftvTra €f!Tnt."«? «rt Ttffl cffra 
?Hi <4^ =^t;sTfRPfj w^«tnn:‘t? (Stm jtr ^rsift^s (t^pi 

«(m^ I 4 >1^ ^ ""gf vCfttrs b»^ ^ i >fr ^c< i icHf 

<R (Rm '•ni? 'lift ’it!|'‘t tfiCT >4411 'W4W g^«t (Trntl i 
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Mr. ilkBDU^HAKEEMs to oppose this Bill on ftmdiamental 

grounilii. TJiere are far deepen, Mrger and far higher interests of 
ft our political life which « the proria|fe‘ii« ^f the Bill uniier nptice, with 
some honourahle exceptions, militi^^e against. I cannot claim the 
wis(lf)ni ^nd logic of the fniiners of the^Bili. A humble* member of the 
Legislature, whose “flag has not been , unfurled on tb^ AdmiraFSta€ 
and pbiloHopliise who dure not yet,” I have always tried to behave in 
,piy owm hiiinhle way in all matters connected with my Parliamentary 
activities. But on all supreme occasions when the question of funda- 
mental pi^in(!ipleH has (-ome up, 1 Jiiave invariably accentuated my 
diifereTiire by opposition. In my opinion, in Ihe present instance, we 
'^are coiifrontetl with a fundamental issue. All honour to the Hon’ble 
Naw’al) Bahadur of Dacca that he has at least confessed that the pro- 
. posed measure is (»ut of liannony with j)rogressive and democratic 
r. ideas witl) regard to local self-government. At a tiige wdien the whole 
civilized world is anxious for the enthronement of democracy with all 
its faults, W'li<*n inulti-millioiis of fair, precious lives are being 
BUcrificed to tin' hounds of h(»w'ling war in vindication of the principle 
A of democracy, it is in Bengal alom* that lier Ministers take pride on a 
^‘retrograde st^p”, so fundamentally antagonistic to the march of 
^ ptogress and civilization. While w’e liave Wen still crying for the 
lutfoAuctioir of “universal adult franchise’* and “joint electorate** and 
“the albolition of nomination” in all self-governing institutions, there 
has come upon us a deadw’eight of a something in the shai>e of a Bill 
4 Vhich IS ii^relic of medijevalism, a negation of democTacy, a recanoniza- 
. tion ami reotficialisatiim of a bureaucracy which has been so long 
masquerading under the false flag of a roaponsible Government. 

’Sir, everybody knows that the da\s of aristocracy ind vested 
interests and Knights and Naw’abs were nuiiibered. It is therefore no 
Wonder that they woxild “retrace their steps’’ now’ so that they may 
rectify the past and dominate Bengal awhile and keep us under perpe- 
tual tutelage. The why and wherefore of the Bill has been 
foreshadow'(‘d in the Statement of Objects ami Reasons. A mytbo- 
logical Hercules once bet aine an immortal name by cleansing the 
Augean stable. Sir, here is i| whole host of modern Herculeses whose 
pro-<miiueiit anxiety is to clean.se an Augean stable of this metropolis, 
but who knowTs that they will not augment, the volume of filth, rather 
tlian remove it? There is a far bigger Augean stable whose length 
and bfM^th a depth are the length 1^3^ l^j^eadth and depth of the 
w hole .province Bengal, and our hef^ Jwho take their stand upon 
the famous ground of their ultimate respi^psiljility in the gn 

efficient administra|^on of Calcutta CotportJRM, should first raink of 
their munediat|b responsibility in ^the npittej^pf th» eriilcient adminis- 
tration of Bengal lest their mastetrs Wj^ond^we seas talij| % * Retrograde 



.*41 


1940.1 GOVERNMENT BILt. 

step” in their turn in the dischargee of their ultiraatte resppnsibility 
also. Verily, what the honourable gentlemen echo is “their master’s 
voice” Weighed in the balance* time and agaii^, and found “wanting”. 

This Bill, i^ir, is unworthy of liuy Cabinet to offer ami of any House 
to accept. Who are the r(»al iilasters of the Corjioration ? It is none 
other, than the rate-payers of the city. The purjiose of an election of 
their representatives to guide the policy and programme of the 
Corporation will be a huge hoax and gigantic farce, if clauses 5, (> and 
17 receive the benediction of this 1Iou.m‘. The provisions of these 
clauses mean but a total annihilation of the .spirit and letter of what is 
called self-government. The year 192»‘l is regarded as “a red letter day” 
in the history of local .self-government in Bengal. If 1 am allowed — 
as the House has given indulgence to Mr. Hasik Lai Biswas who is now 
in a new atmosphere, perhaps in his proper element, ]>erhnj>s in a new 
school where linguistic jugglery is taught to contribute a beautiful 
phraseology, “an airy nothing,” with a new imnniiiig and a “local 
habitation” to enrich our^vocabulary — if 1 am allowed the same indul- 
gence to contribute a new phra.seology to the vocabulary of the 
English languagi*, I might .*<a\ , Sir, that the year 1940 shall Im‘ regard- 
ed as a “black letter” day in the annals of Indian aspirations. The 
ministry find fault with the maladministration of the (’orporation on 
account of “undue influence of individual Councillors,” “interference 
of the Party in power,” and “appointimuits on jiersonal Of party 
considerations.” Bui of this catalogue of malpractices and 
favouritisms, they themsidves are more grievously guilty iu#heir own 
sphere of activity. Tlic appointing authority in every department of 
Government in Bengal is ovCrflooded with l(*tter.s, mc.ssages and coin- 
municatioys, sometinH*^ telephonic, from the Hon'ble Ministers running 
candidates of their own. 

This ministerial nuisance runs rampant all over Bengal from a 
high post to the post of a police constable. Even the “local agents” 
of the ministerialist party threaten the local officers in the name of the 
Hon’ble Ministers and secure appointments and nomingtions in favour 
of those who are “Minister’s men.” The .same thing obtains in the 
matter of nominations and appointments to union boards, union 
courts, district schcwl boards, district boards and so forth. The “local 
agencies” tell the District and Subdivisional Officer.s that “so and so” 
happens to oppose the cabinet. So it is the desire of the Hon’ble 
Ministers that candidateii set ilp by the oppositionists must not g«t any 
place an 3 ' where. In this way, the “mighty caravan moves on,” 
irresponsive and irresponsible to the seething discontent of millions. 
Such people will indeed eradicate the evils of the Calcutta Corporation. 
My honourable friend Mr. Hashemy has rightly retiarked in the 
Biblical language “Ph 3 -sician* be^l thyself.” 

17 
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' Clause 17 shows the depth of our fall, the extent of our intellectual 
bankruptcy. Outside the cadre of the Indian Civil Service and 
Ben^fal Civil Service, men who ai^ a limb of British Imperialism and 
are the embodiment and expression of intellectual thraldom, there is 
not to ba found a single soul wlio can satisfy the requisite qualifications 
of a Chief Executive Officer. Self-condemnation cannot go furthei;r 
than this ! 

The idea is: so long the Hindus have dominated the Corporation^ 
henceforth, the (h)alition Party will dominate it, no matter if, in the 
attempt, tlie autonomy itself tumbles down and goes! 

0! Call liim up wbo can stop this fratricidal war! 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN : 

(Ti ^ i ’’srtro 

•fpR ^ ^ 

wrr f^fli d (?i 

^ f^rsTiT ^rr^iic>*n 

<tPn — 

{ > ) wrM ^ 

i?tr5 w ^ I 
(^) Councillor ^ 

^ilr^ ^ ’rfkvs I 

(o) (TFdT ^fer 

^ dwr?t I 

(8) a (?m w Pr?r%^ 

Tf%?n ^ i 

f%!:5T?r 5rf5irsr fV ^ c^r ^ns'f n't 

^<i'tcirt^ ’PHift 'unrstltc^ Pnnt ^%tc!^r 

^ Bti? TO »ff%tlCTI S»liJ vJlSHWfl g>5t5| 

«Rc 5, c^H ^ stn^r, 

f^, 511 »tTOI '9 5?1 fi|t«J 4^; CJR <t<t HtC il l m 

?Ni 15 %! 5n jis I ijfim 

^ PI c^ p?T5t ’i«‘f w^wsl:^ ^ftra »iiph 5it^, ^ sr’i^ 
<f;’i isfiti? »f;JT «fTO^ 
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Tdt a 56 5i^TOr? ^tnr- 

wiiw'<i ^ 'srfesi^ <tft¥t«rOTr 

c¥t^ ifCTT "^iTPnn , <ii^* 

^ <fi5T? S'rorm ^ 

I 5nt?it«, ^Ff%^ 5RT 

I fwsst^ ?Rt? ^T3ftp ^<ftop*f5r 

3iT^r^<R Tf%=TT? ^ a 'arfic^it^ fV 

(^ on^ y Ff^, 

tj'ofi '*iHc^ ^stTtifi f% f?^t3 ^l^ll 5it5fc*!ri)^ 

^rfinn ^ ? to? #rfm ^ TOnft 

5rti5tft^t«f ^ Sferfo^ I ^trf^ ^ 

^ I 


'5t<^r3m Y'^ I ^fTZJT^ 'mf^rra:^ i 

w Sfr?ii ’ff^ I 

^^tT5 fm trfefem Vtzz TTfrortm 

I cwf«fr2;ft*r 

^*«Tt^ •liyl-l 3^ f*M<tt)»] ':i[‘4] ^Rc 'i'C5'*^ I 

^stu^ (?f»W^T =T7Tfc^ ■rrtM 3 fhfiir^^ (?\ •^mr-RTTO^t^ tosi 

T%rff^, 5fcTc^ ii3f c%r?i ’Ptf^ 

5t^tc^-:T i]?: i;rr5 Rtfc^r crortfim ’iril^ i cron- 

Rm <trt^ cror^f-t I ^f% toti . ai 

^•■ yRc 3 3t7t? ^rs^n r?i ^ ^’fJTtm TOrti?i 

f% ? ii^ ^pr? Rm otfwi Rf^i tR/?r I 

TOT^ ^ Councillor 

R^tfti; r^TvT R^ti: ^RPf Tfroin ^ to? '^toH 

^ fi^tfi ^Rrs cbh ^R?rtGS"'f i TOj tohst 

n:r^<R '^niror ^^rric^ s wrAPi^rtc^ 

5rf^ ^ ^:cvpT, Rto tor I 

^55lTOT? -rSTO ‘iG^ ^ Pf^, tr^ TtCW 3n7 ?F%5 

W ^s?tU3^ ^ *1^ ^ p RFtSl? WfT^fm'Taf pprt ?pR ^FfTO5 

^PR ^ (R ’it^iit? y firy t ^ i ^ ^Tt^tfiprm 'iiTOn TO^r ^*rr5ip 

TOl few? ^71 f^C '=T '^ftPuffCSi-R I ^«»R 

<pr ^^"tc^ricR^ ^Rftw ^in?m y^^PKc ^ ^ftcw 5% ?rtr^ Tc^tmr^ 

<$miOT tfvst^ ff% vftc^ 

bH 04*1 ? 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


f6TH Sl&PT., 




^ !Jt^ ^Rf^TC5t*nr ft^lR circulation WWf 

^ ^5tVI I k-aHtt ^ 

c^m tph Siftm %i c^ltift^ti:^ fefe^ 

vfc^ ^ait^ Trt<1^ c*rQ?Rr ^trti ^Ffinn 

flcsflion ^ C^1*f ^ftlTR I 

Adjournment. 

It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 6th Septem- 
ber, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative ^sembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met iu the Assembly House, Caleiitta, on Friday, 
the 6th September, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (tiie iiou’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizri. IIaqi’E. (M.k.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hoirble Ministers and LM4 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Manager for the BhowaJ Court of Wards Estate. 

*244. Mauivi MAFIZUDOIN AHMED: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charj^e of the Beveiiiie l)<*partmeni be i)leurted to state — 

(i) who was the last Mana^M*i ot the Bh(»wul Estate under the 
Court of Wards; and 

{ii) whether the post of the Manager, Bhowal Court of Wards 
Estate, is vaeantJ' 

(b) If the answ er to (a) (li) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether the (loverninent eontemplate the 
appointment of an officer other than a retired officer t(» the vacancy? 


Th« Hon’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on bohalf of tho Hon’Mo 
Sir BiJoy Pn^ Sin^ Roy, Minittor in ohargo of tho Rovonuo 

Oopartmont) • (a) (i) Sir D. L. Stew^art, Bart. 

(ii) Not yet. 

(6) The mattyr is under consideration of Government. 
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Oommunal ratio of clerics in oRloeo of District and Sessions Judge of 
Pabna and Bogra. 

*246. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD; Will the Bnn*h\e 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the existing strength of the — 

(1) Upper Divisum, and 

C2) Lower Division 

(derks in the (dlices of the District and Sessions Judge of 
Pabna and llogra; 

(h) how many of them are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(d) Scheduled Castes; 

(c) Kow many clerks have been appointed since April, 1937, up to 

the Ibth Augxist, 1940; 

(d) how many of them are — 

(D Muslims, 

(<?) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; 

(e) how many clerks have been promoted from the Lower Division 

to the Upper Division since April, 1937, up to 15th August, 
1940; and 

(/) how many of them are — 

(1) Muslima, 

(1^) Caste Hindus, and 
(3) Sclieduled Castes P 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*bl 0 Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Upper Division . . , . 19 

Lower „ . . 78 including 2 temiioiaiT. 
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(6) Caste Hindus 
Huslims 

Scheduled Castes 
^c) Twenty. 

(d) Muslims 
Caste Hindus 
Scheduled Castes 

(e) Eight. 

(/) Muslims 

Caste Hindus 
Scheduled Cask's 


56 

36 

5 and 1 of other class. 

7 

11 

2 

4 

3 

1 



Debt Settlement Boards in Pabna and their staff# 

*246. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minifcter in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indehtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the existing number of Debt Settlement Boards in the dislrict 
of Pabna; and 

(ti) tl^‘ names of the Boards and the number of clerks in em h of 
them who are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Siheduled Castes? 

(6) W'ill the Hon'ble Mini.ster be pleased to state whether the com- 
munal ratio in servdees since its introduction is observed in making those 
appointments? 


MINISTER in oharga of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT aiMl 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (ttia Hon’bM 
Mr. Mukimda Batiary Mulfick): (a) (i) 146 including 8 Special Boards. 

(tt) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a)(ii) of starred question No. 246. 


c 

Name of Debt Settlement 
Board. 

No. of 
clerks. 

Muslims. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Sadar subdiviilon. 

( 1 ) The Sadar Special 

1 

1 


• 

(2) I'ahna ( k)-ofierative L.M. 





Hank, Ltd., Si>ecial.* 





(3) Pabiia Co-oj)erative 

1 

1 



(’r(Hlit Bank Special. 





(4) Jihari^ura (>>-of)erative 

1 

1 



('ic^lit Bank Sfiecial. 





(f)) Malanclii 

1 


1 


(0) Dapunia 

1 



1 

(7) (!hatmohar 

1 


1 


(K) Bom 

1 

1 



(9) JatHukhini 

1 

1 



(10) (joyoHpur 

1 


1 


(11 ) Ataikula 

I 


1 


(12) (3iartarapur 

1 

1 

1 


(13) Dotiachi 

1 



(14) Ekdanta 

1 

1 



(IT)) Tantibandha 

1 

1 



( 1 0) Su jana^^ar 

1 


1 


(17) Manikhat 

1 


1 


(18) Halkhali 

1 


1 


(10) Nazirganj 

1 

1 



(20) Satliaria 

1 




(21 ) DaHuria 

1 


1 I 


(22) Prannathpnr 

1 


1 


(23) Saliapur 

1 

1 



(24) Nimaiehara 

1 


** 1 1 


(25) (iunai^fuoha 

1 



’ 1 

(20) Handial 



1 


(27) ParNwu<langa 



1 


(28) Bhangura 

1 

1 



(20) Pungli 

1 

1 



(30) Banwarinagar 

1 


1 


(31) Ka rid pur 

1 

1 



(32) Demra 

1 

1 



(33) Dhulauri 

1 

1 

. . 


(34) l)ho|>adaha 

1 


1 


(35) Santhia 

1 


1 


(30) Khetujiara 

1 

1 



(37) Sadullapnr 

1 


1 


(38) Nntan Bharenga 

1 


1 


(30) Puran Bharenga 

1 


1 


(40) Karan ja 

1 


1 


(4 1 ) Kagliunathpur- Ataikula 

1 


1 


(42) Dulai 

1 


1 



• Vacant. 
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Nam© of Debt Settlement 
Board. 

No. of 
clerks. 

Muslims . 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

(43) Maligacha 

1 

1 



(44) Hemayatpur 

1 


1 


(45) Majhpara 

1 

1 



(46) Chandba 



1 


(47) Lakshmipur 


1 



(48) Sagarkandi 

1 

1 



(49) Ruppur 

1 


1 


(50) Maaiindia 

1 

1 



(51) Haturia-Xakalia 

1 


I 


(52) Raninagar 

I 


I 


(53) Ahmmadpur 

1 

1 



(54) Gourigram 

1 

1 



(55) Bhul Baria 

1 


I 


(56) Kaahiriathpiir 

1 

1 



(57) Xaudanjmr 

I 

1 



(58) Sara 

1 

1 



(59) Muladhuli 

1 

1 



(60) (’hhaikola 


1 



(61) Haripur 

1 

1 



(62) Mulgrani 



1 


(63) Danthia-Bamangram . . 

I 


1 


(64) Nagdemra 

1 


1 


(65) Debottar 

1 

1 



(66) Paksoy 

1 

1 



(67) Bharara 

1 



1 

(68) Khanniarich 

1 

I 



(69) Phailjana 


1 



(70) Par-liliangura . . 1 

1 



I 

(71)Hadaf 



1 


Sirajganj lubdivision. 





j 

(1) Sirajganj S|)ecial . . 1 

1 


1 

1 

(2) Sirajganj Co-operative 

1 



Bank Sj)ccial. 





(3) Ullapani Co-oporativo 

1 

1 



Bank S|>ocial. 



1 


(4) Shahzatipur (k)-opera- 

1 



tiv© Bank Special. 



1 


(5) Ratankandi 

1 



(6) Bagbati 

1 

1 

1 


(7) Bahuli 

1 


• • 

(8) Sialkol 

1 

1 

1 


(9) Khokahabari 

1 



(10) Chhangachha 

1 

1 



(ll)Mechhra* 



♦ ‘ 


(12) Kaoakola 

i 

1 

1 

. . 

(13) Kalia Haripur . . ! 

1 



(14) Saidabad 

i 


1 
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Name of Debt Settlement 
Board. ^ 

No. of 
clerks. 


Cwte 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Gastes. 

'(l'>) Sonamukhi 

1 

1 


n , 

(16) Chalitadanga 

1 



1 

<17) Gandail 

1 

1 



(18) Subgachha 

1 

1 



(19) Kazipur 

1 

1 



(20) Maijbari 

1 

1 



(21) Khas Kajbari 

1 

1 



(22) Char GiriHh 

1 

1 



(23) Natuarpara 

1 

1 



(24) Tokani 

1 



1 

(25) Nischintapur 

1 

1 



(26) Bhadraghat 

1 

1 



(27) Jhaul 

1 

1 



(28) Jam toil 

1 

1 



(29) Kaidaulatpur 

1 

1 



(30) RamkriHhnapur 

1 

1 

• . 


(31) Bangala 

1 

1 



(32) Udhunia 

1 



1 

(33) Baraj)angashi 

1 


1 


(34) Mohanpur 

1 

I 



(35) Durgaiiagar 

1 

1 



(30) Purnimaganti 

1 


1 


(37) Salanga 

1 


1 


(38) Hatikiimrul 

1 

1 



(39) Barahar 

i 1 

1 



(40) Ullapara 

1 

1 



(41) Panchokrosi 

1 

1 



(42) Salop 

1 

1 



(43) Dhamainngar 

1 

1 



(44) Atgharia-Dliibil 

1 

1 



(45) Ghurka 

1 


1 


(40) Chandaikoiia 

1 


1 


(47) Dhangara 

1 

1 



(48) Nalka 

1 

1 



(49) Brahmagacha 

1 

1 



(50) Baruhaah-Talam 

1 

1 



(51) Saguna 

1 


1 


(52) Naogaon 

1 


1 


(53) Taraali 

1 

1 



(54) Madhainagar*^ 





(55) Gurpipul-Deahigram . . 

1 

1 



(56) Brojai>ala 

1 



1 

(57) Garadaha 

1 

1 



(58) Pottijia 

1 


1 


(59) Ruplmti 

1 

1 



(60) Gala 

1 

1 



(61 ) J'orjana 

1 

1 



(62) Shahazadpiir 

1 

1 



(63) BelUil 

1 

1 




^Viioaat.* 
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Name of Debt Settlement 
Board. 

No. of 
clerks. 

Muslinfs. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

(84) ifhukni 

1 


1 


(66) Kaijuri 

1 

1 



t66) Sonatani 


1 



(67) Rajapur 


1 



(68) Bhangabari 



1 


(69) Dhukurialxjra 


1 



(70) Daulatpur 

1 

1 



(71) Belkuchi 

1 

1 



(72) Sadiachandpur 

1 


1 


(73) Sthal 

1 


1 


(74) Ghorjan 

1 

1 



(75) Mirkutia Umarpur 

1 

1 




Mr. MONOMOHAN DA8: With reforence to aiiHwer (b)y from the 
statement we find that there are us many as 14t> Debt Settlement Hoards 
and 14G clerks have been uj>i)ointed. Out of these we find only 1) 
Scheduled ( astes have been appointed. How does the Hoirble Minister 
say that the coniiuunal ratio ha> l)een observed in th<*se services^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: On a 

reference to {h) it will appear that the (juestion is whether the com- 
munal ratio after its introduction has been observed in this case also. 
I can appreciate the anxiety of the honourable meml>er. After the 
communal ratio rule was introduced in March, 193b, 29 appointments 
were mack; of whom lo were Muslims, 19 (’aste Hindus and 4 Scheduled 
Castes. Therefore, Sir, that is what I meant with reference to the 
appointments after the communal ratio rule was introduced in March, 
1939, as asked in {b). 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Amendmant of rules made under Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. 

124. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs With reference to the 
reply to clause {h) of starred ^|ue^tion No. 40 jriven on tlie 29th 
February, 1939, will the HonMde Minister in eharge of the Co-operative 
Credit and RUral Indebtedness Ikpartment Ik? pleased to state — 

(tf) whether the Government contemplate the amendment of the 
rules now; and 
{h} if not,^the reason thereof? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The matter is 
under consideration of Ooverumeat. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the approximale time when the consideration 6f tha 
matter will be finished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, it is 
difficult to prophesy, be(;ause the honourable member will find from the 
(jucslion itself that it reteih to various departments. The fees for a 
certificate are realised under tlie Public Demands Recovery Act. The 
question is being considered by (lovernmont as to whether it is desir- 
able to amend the Public Demands Itecover.x Act or it will do only by 
an amendment of the rules. Therefore, it must take some time before 
Government cun (‘ome to a conclusion. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the deliberations will be over before the breaking of this 
Assembly House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Assemblx House will never break. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: I mean before the expiry of this session. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 am 
sorry I (‘annot suv that. * 


Communal ratio of clerks under the District Judge of Tippera. 

125. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister itt charge of flu* Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(t) the total number of clerks (both Upper and Lower Divisions) at 
j»resent serving ninler tlie Distriet Judge of Tippera; and 

(tt) the nunjher of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Paste llindiivS, and 
(‘D Seheduled Castes? 

(5) If the number of Scheduled Caste clerks are not adequate, wliat 
steps do the (loverniuent propose to take in the matter? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the com- 
munal ratio is followed since its introduction in respect of all appoint- 
ments made under the District Judge? 

The Hen’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 


(«) {if 146. 

{it) tl) Muslims ... ... 56 

(2^ Caste Hindus ... ... ... 89 

(3) Scheduled Castes ... ... ... 1 

Total ... 146 


(6) The provision of rule 7 of the Hcngul Services Kecruitrnent 
(Communal Ratio; Rules, 1940, will be observed when new appoint- 
ments are made. 

(<•) The (lue.stion doe.s not arise so far us this (iistrict is concerned as 
no lecruitmcnl has been niadt* since June, 1938. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Permission to prisoners interviewing their relatives in the Alipore 

Central Jail. 

*205A. Dr. NALINAKK8HA 8ANYAL: {<n Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the practice of allowing Division 1 prisoners 
interview in the jailor’s office in the Alipore Central Jail has been dis- 
continued lately? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affiniiutive, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lu^ pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is it a fact that interviews wdth certain classes of prisoners are 
regulated on the recommendation of the Special Branch or Intelligenc.e 
Branch Departments of the Police, or of both? 

(d) If so, wdll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the classes 
of prisoners whose interviews are so controlled? 

(e) Is it a fact that the relations of certain classes of prisoners have 
to wait several weeks before permission for an interview is grante<l to 
them? If so, why? 
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(f) Is it a fact that considerable delay is experienced in the delivery 
of letters to Maulvi Asrafuddin Ahmed Choudhury in the Alipore 
Central Jail? If so, w[iy? 

(ff) Are the Government aware that the relations of Mr. Soumyendra 
Nath Tagore and Maulvi Asrafuddin Ahmed Choudhury, prisoners in 
the Alipore Central Jail, were visited by the officers of the Criminal 
Investigation Department in connection with their applications for 
interview? If so, why? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(h) To prevent the smuggling of articles out of the jail. 

(c) The Special Branch and the Intelligence Branch are consulted 
regarding the interviews of certain classes of prisoners. 

(d) 1 regret I am unable to supply the information in the public 
interest. 

(c) No. 

(/) No- 

((/) For the verification of their relali()nshi])s with the prisoners 
conc<'itieil. 


Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reierence to answer 
(//), will the Iloirhie Minister he pleaded lit .state whether interviews 
are allowed with relations only? 

The Hon’ble Khuvaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Interviews allowed 
aeeording to the dail Code, 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether interview has been refused to me when I 
wrote to the Superintendent of tlie Ali})ore Central Jail 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have got that information already. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, interview has been 
refused to me. I have been writing repeatedly, but interview’ is not 
allowed to me. Tbeiefore, I am enquiring of the Hon’ble Minister 
whether interview has been refused to me because I am not a relation 
of the prisoner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask the reason why it has been refused? 
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Or. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why interview is being repeatedly refused to me 
with Mr. Deven Sen who is at present in the Alipore Central Jail? 

The Hon’bla Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

• • 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; With reference to answer {a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when Division 1 prisoners were 
allowed interviews, did the interviews take place in the presence of 
any jail officer or police officer P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, 1 think, nil inter*^ 
views take place in the jiresence of jail otlicers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: W ilh riderence (o answer (r/), was 
any case of smiig^rlin^^ detected durin^^ these interviews? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat (piestion does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: WiH the Hon hie Minister 
be pleasetl to >tate \\h\ the jiraclice so lon^^ followed ot allowing Divi- 
sion I pri.soiiers of havirif^ intervieMs insitle the office room in the 
presence of Intelligence Dranch otlicers is changed now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: J think that praitiie 

has been restored again. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble MinistcM* be pleased 
to .state if^t is a tac t that this old jiraclice was clisconliiiutMl hecanse a 
Gerniaii jirisoner tried to .smuggle out certain papers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question <loeH not uriHe. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, it do<‘s arise beran.se there in 
the question of .smuggling of articles outside the jail. I want to know 
if it was any prisoner other than the German prisoner who waa 
responsible for it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask him that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any instance of any Indian prisoner having 
attempted to smuggle out articles mentioned in answer (h) as a result 
of which the old practice was discontinued? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: How can you say aa a result of it? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He himself said that. 

Mr. 8PEAKERI You assume that the smuggling of articles took 
place outside the jail. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir, I shall ask that 
question. J wanted to minimise the time. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state if it is a fact that the previous practice was discontinued 
because of some 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can ask what was the previous practice and 
then ask what is the reason why it has lieen changed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. May 1 know what 
was the previous practice ? 

The Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The previous practice 
was as it was stated in answer (a). 

Dr. NALftlAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the previous 
practice was for a tiiiie sought to be changed ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was the reason for that? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have stated, to 
prevent the smuggling of articles out of the jail. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was that attempt made by any 
Indian prisoner!^ 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, since he has been pleased to state that the old practice 
has Ih'cu restored, i-f that practice would apply to a Division I prisoner 
or to Division I and II prisoners? 

0 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have eaid, we go 
back to the old practice whatever it was. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With refer^oe to question (^), 
vi*., “Axe the Government aware that the xelaiions of Mr. Soumyendra 
Nath Tagore and Maulvi Ashrafuddin Ahmed Choudhury, prisoners in 
the Alipore Central Jail, were visited by the officers of the Criminal 
Inve^igajion Department in connection with their applications for 
inter^’iew? If so, why?’’ to which the answer was “For the verifica- 
tion of their relationship with the prisoners concerned,” will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the applicant in respect of Soumyendra 
Tagore, viz., the sister of the applicant, did not mention in the appli- 
cation that she was his sister? 


Mr. SPEAKER; I am sorry that (juestion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL* Sir, it was stated in the application 
itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How do you know that? I have no knowdedge of 
that. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 am trying to minimise the 
time. 1 can ascertain the fact by asking three questions. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased t(» state what relationship was mentioned 
bN the applicant for interview with Soumyendra Tagore in the middle 
of June last? 


The Hofi*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am sorry, I have not 
got the papers with me liere, and I cannot state what relationshij) was 
mentioned. Hut if I may be allowed to say so, it is immaterial what is 
stated in the petition. We have to satisfy ourselves that the petition 
has really come from a per.son who is supposed to have applied. For 
example, if a person .states that she is the sister of the prisoner, we 
have got to satisfy our.selves that that person who has applied is really 
the sister of the pri.soner. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So the purpose was really identi- 
fication of the person who sought to apply and not verification of the 
relationship? 

TIm Hoil’bit Kburaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Both. Naturally if you 
identify thq person, you identify the relationship os well. 

Or* NArLINAKSIIA SANYAL: Will it not be possible for Govern- 
ment to dispense with the practice of sending the C.I.D. and having 
the identification done at the jail gate by somebody responsible? 

IS 
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The Hon^ble Khieaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; What I mean is this. 
Supposing I take a persen whom I consider responsible, but the Super- 
intendent of the jail does not know him, and so he may say — “I do 
not accept you. Bring somebody else.^’ 

a 

Dr. NALINAKHA 8ANYAL: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that apart from the verification of relationship, 
other questions as regards the earning of the husband and what other 
professions she or her husband were engaged in were asked by the 

c.i.D.y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. With reference to answer (e), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale whether it is a fact that 
Mrs. N. Roy, sister of Mr. Soiling endra Natli Tagore, applied for 
interview with Mr. Soumyendra Nath Tagore in the middle of June 
and did not receive any reply till the second week of JulyP 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, that question does not arise. You 
may better ask, when was the application for interview made and 
when was the interview granted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoiride Minister be 
pleased to state whether an application for interview from Mrs. N. Roy, 
sister of Mr. Soumyendra Nath Tagore, was received in the month of 
June and, if so, when she was informed about the grant of the inter- 
view ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have got to ask 

for notice. 1 could not by any stretch of imagination anticipate to 
which person this question referred. It would have been much simpler 
if the honourable member had given the concrete case and then I could 
have given a concrete reply. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, is the question not clear enough 
to mean that it referred to two persons, namely, Mr. Soumyendra Nath 
Tagore and Mauhi Aslirafuddin Ahmed ChoudhuryP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t know. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was the |>o.stcard, delivered to Maulvi Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed Choudhury on the 6th July, 1940, written by his brother and 
what were the postmark of the originating post-office and the date 
thereon ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot cross-examine bj’ putting supple- 
mentary questions. If you have to cross-exaibine on a particular pointi 
then you have to put that specific question. 

* 6r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I wanted to know one little 

information by my que.stion (/), namely, whether letters are delayed, 
and to which the answer is “No”. So, I Imve put the question when 
was the letter delivered!^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: In that ca>e, un\ ought to have put a specific 
que.stion on that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that this letter was 
rerej\ed latei^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am .Horr\ , your question would not have been 
permis^ilde under the <»rdinary rules. So \ou cannot put supplementary 
que^'tiofj.s on that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, our rule.s state that I am 
entitled to ask (juestions to elicit information on sometliing which has 
been .ilreads answereil. My first <|ue.stion was — whether it is a fact 
that con-'iderable dela.N is e.xperienced in the deliveiy of letters to 
MauKt A^hraf ud<lin Alinn‘d (’lorndhurv spe(*ifically , to wliicli the answer 
gJ^en is, “No". Now, in order to elicit further inlormution, 1 am 
])inting the (piestion as to whether it is a fact tliat u })ost-curd atldressed 
to Maulvi Asliratiiddiii Ahmed ('houdhury on the ‘dHtli May, 11)40, was 
delivered to him on the (>th July, 104UK 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am .sorry, you cannot put this supplementary 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I think, either the Hon'hle Minister 
doe.s not know 

Mr. SPEAKER: He can not know. I think, I have very good 
reasons to point out that question-hour is not the occasion for crosa- 
examinatiou’. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I appeal to you to help me in 
eliciting information with regard to this directly categorical negative 
reply. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I think the proper thing for you is to usk Govern- 
ment whether they are firepared to make an enquiry as to when 
actually the letter addressed to Maulvi Ashrafuddin Choudhury was 
delivered ? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is prepared to make an enquiry or whether he 
would consider the desirability of making an enquiry, with reference 
to answer (/), when the letter addressed to Maulvi Ashrafuddin Ahmed 
Choudhury and received by him on the Gth July, 1940, was written 
and posted by the writer of the letter, his brother? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, you have supplied all the informa- 
tion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am only giving the necessary 
facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may put the purely general question as to 
whether Government are prepared to give the intormation to the House 
as to when the letters received by Maulvi Ashratuddin Ahmed Chou- 
dhury were written b\ the writ<Ts of th(»se letteis. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, if 1 may explain to 
the House about this question — first of all, the honourable member has 
put two issues jointly. As far as (juestion ) is coneernetl. it is 
abs<dutely general. Then, so far as question (/) is concerned, I would 
have no difficulty if the honourable member had put the question (/) 
as it is and if he hud followed by asking — if the answer 
to (/) is in tlie negative, will he please state the dates on w'hich 
the letters were recvtuved and on which they were posted? In that 
case, there would have been no ditliculty. I would have then got 
all the facts, and I would have been able to satisfy him. 

As it is, we got the information that there was no delay — a catego- 
rical reply, and naturally I was satisfied and I came up with that reply. 
But w’hen the honourable member asks me about a particular point, 
naturally 1 am not in a position to answer that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to reply to my previous question as has been amended by 
Mr, Speaker? 

Tilt Hon’Mt Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have got to aak for 

notice. 
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Armt in pomiMtioti with* th« agitition fflSr tha rtmoval of HolwtII 

Mofitmiiiit. 

•20eA. Mr. MAQBUL HUASAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minifter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
fable a statement showing from the 2nd to the 24th July, 1940 — 

(t) the names of ;>ersons arrested in connection with the agitation 
for the removal of the Holwell Monument; 

(if) the number of them convicted; 

(/jf) the numl>cr of them detained; 

(tv) the number of them since released; 

(/•) (]k‘ nunilHT of them w<»unded, if any; and 
(ri) tile number of them, if any, treated in the hospital? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Miiiist4‘r be pb*ased to state by whicli date 
the removal of the monument fnuii its present site is likely to take 
place ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: (</)(/) As it is not 

consi<l<*red in the public interest to supply the names, it is regretted that 
it has not be<*n found possible to give names. 

(i;) 329. 

(ni) 19, 

(/r) 9. 

(r) 3. 

(n) 3* 

(b) As early a.s possible. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to answer (rt)(t), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to consider the desirability of 
stating why it is not considered in the public interest to disclose the 
names of persons arrested for joining a movement for the removal of 
a monument which Government also consider desirable and necoasary 
to remove in the public interest? 

Tha Hoffi’bla Ktiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Anybody who supporta 
an unlawful movement does not deserve to have his name mentioned^ 
in public. . 

Mr. NItHITHA NATH KDNOU: Will the Hon’ble Miniater W 
pleased to state how does it really affect the public interastf 
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Mr^ SPEAKER: That question does not ^rise. 

1 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSt: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in what division these prisoners are placed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It should be a new question. ^ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I am asking this question 
because all those prisoners liappened to be in jail on account of the 
Holwell Monument agitation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry \ou will have to put a separate 
question. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 want to put this question al)out 
the division under which these |)riNoncrs have been i)laced, because 
when the other day 1 had been to the Jessrire Jail 1 found that they 
were not Indrig ]>roperly treated — the\ were not supplied with oil, soap 
and otluT necessary things, Jf you do not allow us to ])ut (|uestions 

Mr. SPEAKER: Next (juestion. 

Newspapers and Presses in Bengal affeoted by the operation of Defence 
of India Rules. 

^210. Babu ilNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDER: (a^ Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay 
on the table u statement showing — 

(i) the names of the — 

(1) newspapers, and 

(2) presses, 

that have l>een affected by the oiieration of the Defence of 
India Kules in this Province; and 

(//) the dates when the said Pules were applied to them? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the said Rulds were brought into operation in certain cases for 
reasons other than the prosecution of war or the defence of India? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government con- 
•ideriug the desirability of revising their decision with regard to these 
CMOS? 
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Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: statement is laid on the 
table. 

(h) Action was taken in every case in acoordauce with the provisions 
of the Rules. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (o) of starve d question No, 210 ^ show* 
ing the names of the newspapers that hat^e been affected by the operation of 
the Defence of India Rules in the Province of Bengal. 



Name and language^ of news|>a|>er. 


Date of order. 

1 . 

Yugantar {Bengali daily) 


22nd Dtxxnnber, 1930. 

2. 

Ditto 


Ditto. 

8. 

Hiiiduathan (Bengali wwkly) 


23rtl December, 1030. 

4. 

Lokomanya (Hindi daily) 


4th January, 1040. 

r>. 

Dc.sluTvani (Bengali u<H"kly) 


13th January, 1940. 

0. 

Dainik Ita.suniati (B<’ngali daily) 


17th .Taiiuarv, 1040. 

7. 

Bharat (I-icngali daily) 


iHth January, 1040, 

K. 

Matnhhunn (Bengali daily) 


22nd .Jaiiuarv, 1040. 

9. 

Ananda Bazar i^itrika (Bengali daily) 


Ist February, 1040. 

19. 

UinduHtlian (Bengali \M‘<‘kly) 


3rd F(d)ruary 1040. 

11. 

Dainik ihuuinati (B<‘ngali daily) 


Hth February, 1940. 

12, 

Bozana Hind (Urdu daily) 


22iid February, 1940. 

13. 

The ('oninwle (Kiiglish wtM'kly) 


2nd October, 1939. 

14. 

(’aleutta Indii.strial (hizefte (Hiinii weekly) 


3rd January, 1940. 

15. 

Ixikeinanya (Hindi wcK'kly) 


19th January, 1940. 

19. 

Sangrain (Jh'ngali pafM*r) 


20th January, 1040. 

17. 

National Front (Fngli.sh |M‘riodieaI) 


25th January, 1940, and 
7th February, 1040. 

18. 

Di'shafriva (Bengali \UM*kly) 


27tb January, 1040. 

19. 

HindusUian Standard (Kiigliah daily) 


17th February, 1040. 

20. 

Now Age (Fngli.sh jM*riodi<’ai) 


Ditto. 

21. 

To all printers, jaihlishers and wlitors in tho 
Provine<? of Bengal. 

0th February, 1040. 

22. 

Ditto 


5tli April, 1040. 

23. 

Dosh (Bengali w(M*kly) 


20th April, 1040, and 
24th April, 1040. 

24. 

Dunia (Bengali wwkly) 


Ditto. 

25. 

Bharat (Bengali daily) 


Ditto. 

26 

Dainik Basumati (Bengali daily) 


Ditto. 

27. 

Ananda Bazar Patrika (Bengali daily) 


Ditto. 

28. 

Forward Bloc (English weekly) 


10th Juno, 1040. 

29. 

Star of India (English daily) 


Ditto. 

30. 

To all ' prinWrs, publishers and editors 
in Bengal. 

17th July, 1040. 

31. 

Forward Bloc (English weekly), Volume 
No. 46, dated the 29th June, 1940. 

1 , 

1 9th July, 1940. 



QVmUTOm, [6th si#., 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN} (May I refer tlie Hon’ble Minister 
to item No. 30 of the statement laid on the table? It is an order 
served on all printers, j^ublishei* and editors in Bengal on the 17th 
July, 1940. Was not this order subsequently modified by another 
order issued on the 18th July which exempted the ‘'Bengal Weekly"’ 
from the operation of that order? < , 

Jh$ HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINS That is correct, if you 
do not mention anything about the “Bengal Weekly,” but as I have 
already said the “Bengal Weekly” was not really affected. The 
order was modified in the case of other weekly papers. If they had 
been printed but not published, it would have been a great hardship 
if the order had been allowed to l)e applied to them. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Does the Hoirble Minister consider 
the desirability of explaining the nature of the hardship? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Why was this latter order, dated 
the 18th July, omitted from the statement laid on the table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That order did not 
affect adversely any newspaper. It only gave an exemption. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. "With regard to answer (?>), will 
the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state which of the newspai)er8 
mentioned in the statement were sought to be placed under the opera- 
tion of the Defence of India Rules on account of having i,ndulged in 
prejudicial acts as contemplated under the Defence of India Act or 
for having done something prejudicial to the prosecution of war or 
the defence of India? 

Mr, SPEAKER: He does not say that any of these was for the 
purpose of prosecution of war or for the defence of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question is “will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Defence of 
India Rules were brought into operation in certain cases for reasons 
other than the prosecution of war or the defence of India,” and now 
I get a comprehensive reply that “all is under rules.” The rules pro- 
vide for two sete^ of cases broadly, one relating to prejudicial acts in 
connection with war or the defence of India and another about certain 
other things relating to creating disturbances and that sort of thing. 
The questioner’s intention is clear. He wanted to have two grounb 
separately. I onlv want that to be cleared ud. 
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Mr® SPEAKER: You .want to know kow many of tkoao oasea 
were due to prejudicial acta? 

Dr. NALIKAKSHA 8ANYAL: For example, there may be some 
newspapers which were sought to be placed under control for inflaming 
•omiilunal passion. I want to know separately 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 would only follow the language 
of the original question, viz,, what are the particular newspapers in 
tliis list which miglit have been brought under control under the 
Defence of India Itules for having done something other than those in 
connection with prejudicial acts arising out of the difficulties created 
in the prosecution of war or the tlefence of India? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think my answer is to 

the j>oint. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA8ANYAL: It is very vague. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs It is absolutely to the 
point. Tlie reply is “action was taken in all cases according to the 
rub‘s,“ I have not l>een asked to give separate statements, and it is 
difficult to give separate stntemcnt.s. It will mean giving a complet>e 
enunciation of the Defence <»f India Act. I maintain that action was 
taken un^ler the Detence of India Act and according to the rules. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state then the reason.s for having issued an order against 
the “Hindustlian Standard,” first (I would like to go into them one 
b.v one), “Dainik Hasumati” second, “Ananda Bazar Patrika” third 
and “Bharat” fourth? Will you allow me to put the questions in 
groups or shall I ask specific (lucHtions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Speci fic question does not arise out of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The names of newspapers that 
have been affected are stated there 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to know which papers were affected, 
you will have to ask separate questions. You can put two or three 
newspapers toirether: there is no harm in it. 
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, Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I do .not want to trouble the 
Hon’ble Minister specifically about any newspaper. All that I want 
to know is the names of 4uch papers separately which did not infringe 
the purpose of successful! prosecution of war or the defence of India 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs On a point of order, 
Sir. I may point out that if he did not w^ant to trouble me about the 
names of newspaj)er8 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No; no. I wanted to know 
spet ific reasons for each newspaper 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot understand why are you beating about 
the bu.sli. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the Hon 1 >le Minister does not 
answer with reference to grouj>.s, 1 liave to ask .specifically with regard 
to each newspajierf' 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can a.sk questions as to whether there is any 
case in wliicli the rules were brought into operation for reasons other 
tlian tlic ]ir<»s<'cution of war. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 amend m\ (jiiestion as you liave 
stall'd. Will tli(‘ lloiride Minister be jilea.sed to stat<‘ if there is any 
ncw.spajier in the statement given here in the case of which tjie orders 
wi're issued for having done .siunething (»ther than an act which might 
prejudiciall^N utVect the pro.sei ution of war or the defence of India? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable mem. 
bers have always made mistakes in taking up the words * ‘prosecution 
of war or the defence of India.” They forget that in the rules it is 
stated what are the acts which will be considered as prejudicial to the 
prosecution of war or the defence of India, and all those things come 
within their purview. Thendore, it is not possible to answer any 
question like this, viz., that the.se were the acts for which the prosecu- 
tion of war and the defence of India were prejudicially affected. In 
every one of those, cases in which action was taken, it was taken, I 
maintain, on the ground that it acted in a manner which prejudicially 
affected the prosecution of the war and the defence of India. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Does No. 29 in the list against 
which ail order was issued come under this category? 
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The Hon’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINl I dubiuit that aocord- 

ing to j^our ruling, individual question cannot Jae asked from the list. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As it is inconvenient to the 
Hon’ble Minister 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think you have misunderstood the position. 
The position is that the Defence of India Act has certain powers arising 
out of war. The detailed grounds on wdiich those powers can be 
brouglit into ojieralion iomhI not net'cssarily directly lead to or affect 
the wai. hut might he an act which wouhl <*reale an atmosphere 
juejudicial to the ‘'ufcty ot the Kiii]>ire. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. 1 quite realise it, Sir. Otherwise, 
1 woul<l not linve tnmliled th<* llon’hle Minister to find out if there 
was an^ ]»aper which was coining under some other category than the 
question of war. Otherwise, I sliould have noticed that all tho 
printc'i'.. iiuhlishei" and editors have been similarly treated. Such a 
comprehensive (trdei could not have hecui made in regard to tlicm 
unless n was in lespcct of the general question, I w'ant to know' if 
the U'Oi hle Mim-'ler would he pleaded, very graciously pleas<*d, to 
give u^ at least the intoimalion ndating to such new’spapers as come 
unclt*r tlie tirsi categdiN mentioned in group (/\), namely, tliose where 
th(‘ rules weie hrouglit into o|H*ration for reasons other than the 
prosccuticm (d war. 11 the 11 on ’hie Minister .siiy.s that there are none, 
then I would accept that answer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That in whai 1 am 
saving and have alwavs lanm maintaining in thi.s House that there is 
none. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where have you said itP Does 
the “Star of India” also come under that order? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, otherwise the 
Defence of India Act cannot come in. It is only for w’ar. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL; Thank you. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The whole attitude is that if communal passions 
are inflamed, it may not have a direct effect on the prosecution of the 
war hut such things create an atmosphere prejudicial to the safety of 
the country necessary in war times. 
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Ot, NALINAiCfHA tAffY^'L: Then* in that case, Sir, will yon 
not allow me to put spejific questions with reference to each and every 
paper ? 

Mr: SI^EAKER: I will consider this matter. Next question. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: As a matter of fact, Sir, I am still 
on my legs and was going to put a few other questions. 

Wfr. SPEAKER : But I have already called for the next question. 
So I cannot allow you to put any more questions. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Only one question, Sir. May I 
ask if Government is prepared to exercise similar caution with regard 
to the Secondary Education Bill and the ('alcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill and the j)uhli<‘ation of debates in that connection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

Dr, NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you still persist I shall have to expunge it 
from the proceedings. 

Prosecution nrado by the Calcutta Polioe for posting poster on buildings, 
walls, sto., in Calcutta. 

*238. Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased tq state the 
number of j>ersons prosecuted by the Calcutta Police, during the last 
three years — 

(rt) under sulvsection Id of section 66 of the Calcutta Police Act 
(Ben. Act IV of 1866) ; 

(b) under sub-section Id of section 66 of the Calcutta Police Act 

(Ben. Act IV of 1866) read with .section 109 of the Indian 
Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) ; 

(c) under .sub-section 13 of section 40 of the Calcutta Suburban 

Police Act (Ben. Art II of 1866) ; and 

{(1) under sub-section 13 of section 40 of the Calcutta Suburban 
Police Act (Ben. Act II of 1866) read with section 109 of 
the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV of 1800) ? 


Tbs HOfi’bis Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 422. 
(h) and (d) Nil. 

(c) 135. 
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Conduct of Suthinspoctor of Polio«iof HijigonJ. 

•239. Miulvi JONAB ALi MAJUMDAR: (a) WUl th^ Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (I*olice) Department be pleased to state 
wjietlwr it is a fact — 

(i) that the case No. 7 of D)40, i.e., Government versus Fanlur 
llahmiin and others of Jianiu<'l»o, was dismihscd by 
Mr. P. C. Das, Deputy Magistrate of Chandpur, Tippera» 
on the 29th April, 1940; 

{ii) that in the ahovementioned case the trying Deputy Magistrate 
of (’hand pur in acquitting the ac(;used remarked strongly 
against the conduet of the said Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Hajiganj, in his judgment; 

(hi) that a separate charge-sheet prosecuting almost all the same 
♦ accused of the ahovementioned case was again submitted 

under ^eclioIl -ITti, Indian Penal Code, by the same Sub- 
Inspector of Police, Hajiganj; and 

{in that ti)e accu'^ed in this <‘ase under section 970, Indian I^enal 
Code, were also ac(|uitted on the 2nd Juntq 1940, by the 
Assistant Sessions Judge of (\»njilla in a sessions trial of the 
case No. d of May, 1940? 

(h) If tlie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of inaking^ a dejuirtmeiital impiiry into the 
matter? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) (>). (it) and (ir) Yes. 

(til) Yes, on the strength of the medical report and chemical 
examination of the cloth, the complainant was wearing at the time of 
rape. 

(h) The matter is already under departmental investigation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble MinisU^r please state 
whether in case No. 7 of 1940 when the accused was being acquitted, 
the learned Magistrate had remarked that the case had been instituted 
at the suggestion and prompting of the Sub-Inspector of Hajiganj? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble MinUter please state with 
reference to answer (6), whether the department is enquiring as 
regards the judgment passed by the Magistrate against this Sub* 
Inspector? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: at question does not arise. 

Mfi 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please stai 
whether the judgment in this case will be placed before the depart 
ment? ^ ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps your question would be in this form— 
whether in connection with this departmental investigation the judg 
merit will be placed befoiM? the officer; perhaps that is your point 
Wliat is the good of writing out supplementary questions at horn* 
when the question is so simple? Please first understand my point 
for I am trying to help you. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: All right, Sir. Thank you very much 
Will the Hon’ble Minister jdease state whether the judgment in thes^ 
cases will be placed before the departmental investigating officer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. Yes, as a matter of fac’ 
this adverse comment made upon the Sub-Inspector is under depart 
mental investigation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Not only the comment in the judgment 
There are two cases. One was trie<l by tlie (’handpur Magistrate aiic 
another was tried by the Ses.sions Judge — whether both these judg 
ments will l>e placed before that officer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please say which paragraph you are referring to 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Paragraph (o) regarding case No. 7 of 1940 
Tlien T refer to que.stion {n’i) regarding the case under .section 376 
Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your point is ^^hether the judgments in botl 
these cases will be placed before that officer? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; As I have already 
stated, Sir, the adver.se comments in both these cases will naturally be 
investigated into. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if it ic 
a fact that no cloth was produced before the court at the time ol 
instituting the ca^se before the Magistrate at Chandpur? 


Mr. 8PEAKER. Out of what question this arises? 
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Ilr. SHAHEDALI: "this refers to qtestion (in) where the 
Hon’ble Minister Las stated that the cloth waJ examined by the expert, 
and I want to know whether that clothf was produced before the court 
at the time of filing the case. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry it is a matter for judicial action. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI. Hut, Sir, it wu.s referred to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i.s the court’s business to look to it, but you 
cannot ask the ciuestion here. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, the cloth was produced subsequently at 
the suggestion of the Sub-Inspector. 

- Mr. SPEAKER: Anywa> , it is a matter for the court. 

Wr. SHAHEDALI: All right. Sir, let me put this question in 
another way. Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster please state whether the 
cloth in (juestion was produced either before the Sub^Inspector or 
before the court? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 want notice, Sir, so 
far as this question is concerned. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The State Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals and Stud BullSi 1937* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I beg to move that the State 
Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals and Stud Bulls, 1937, be- 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st 
October. 1940. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already moved it and so you need not 
move it again. You simply make your speech. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All right, Sir. The purport 
of my very short and simple Bill is that it makes it obligatory on the 
part of Government to establish State Veterinary Hospitals in all the 
district headquarters of this province. It is really strange, Sir, that 
even under our benevolent and popular Government there are many 
district headquarters of this province where there are no such bospitala 
with the result that the agriculturists find it extremely difficult to 
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bring tbeir ailing cfittle for treatment at the outdoor dispensaries. The 
present Government havb introduced many measures for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the num behind the plough but, Sir, they have 
not paid the same amount of attention for ameliorating the condition 
of the cattle before the plough. I submit therefore, Sir, that the man 
behind the plough and the cattle before the plough are indissolubly 
linked together and it is imperative therefore that we should pay 
sufficient attention for safeguarding the well-being and the health of 
our cattle. Another important feature embodied in my Bill is the 
provision for the establishment and maintenance of an annexe for 
housing stud bulls for improving the breed of cattle. At present there 
is a tendency towards deterioration and degeneration of the breed of 
our cattle. Sir, I think that unless effective steps are taken to check 
this process of deterioration, the poor agri(‘ulturists of our province will 
be faced with a catastrophe and there may be dire conseciuences. 
Thend'ore, I think that we should in the interests and well-being of the 
poor ugri<'ulturists of this i)rovinee ]»ay some amount of attention for 
the improvement of the <*uttle which pulls tlie j)lough as we pay lor the 
man that drive^f the plough. 

This is a iion-coutroversial Bill and I think that the opinion of tba 
whole of Bengal will he in favour of the measure that I have 
introduced. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mfi SPEAKER: I suggest thar the date be changed from 31st 
October to 3Uth November. IJMtl. It is no good rushing. The 
Assembly is not going to meet earlier. 

Khitl Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no objection to the date 
being changed to 30th November, 1940. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed AH, as amended, that the 
State Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals and Stud Bulls, 1937, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30tb 
November, 1940, was then put and agreed to. 


Thf Bangal Land Revanut Salat (Amandmant) Bill, IS87. 

Mfi SYEO ABDUL MAdIDl Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
?tbat the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be takoi 
into consideration. 

. ^ Sir, this is a very short Bill containing only three sections. Accord- 

rtng to the Civil Procedure Code, every sale can be set aside at the 
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inslimee bl the person afflLrted thereby on^s depositing thei^iimouiit 
dne Irom him within a certain period ei tiife. He oai^^ihns get an 
opportunity of recovering his property without causing any low to 
anybody. The same principle has bean exiende<l to the Patui Sale tkw 
by a recent amendment of the Bongl^ Patni Taluk Regulation, 1819. 
ft is, therefore, proposed to give some such relief to the defaulting pro- 
prietors who have, by some unforeseen circumstances, failed to pay the 
revenue demand in proper time. The Bill further proposes to give some 
relief to other classes of people whose interests are Hestroyad by a sale 
under the Reyenue Sales Law, be(*ause they do not find any^portunity 
of saving their property by payment of the arrears l)efore the last date 
of payment. At the same time, it gives a better method of realisation 
of arrears of revenues if the property is sold below the revenue demand 
and the sale is set aside in accordance with the provisions of fhis Actr 

^ With these few words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 


Tha Hon’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to move by 
way of amendment that the Bill he referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Mohammad Moxammel Huq, 

(2) Maulvi Serajul Islam, 

(3; Maulvi Sham.sud<liii Aliined Khondkar, 

(4) Mr. Syed ^hdul Majid. 

(6) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(6) Mr. Jatiodra Nath Cbakravarty, 

(7) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

(8) Babu Shyaida Prosad Barman, 

(9) Iftk Syed Hasan AH Chowdhury, ami 

(10) Mr: G.,,Mtogan. 

Dr. ^ALIMAKiHA i^l^YALs iJir, is the Hon’ble Minister acting 
on behalf of Government or his right as a private nleinherP 

Tim Klmrali Sir DAZililfODINt JL am momg |hia« 

motion on behalf of the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Biiigli Edir. 
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Witt your pernuMion^ir, I want to add three more names, Tin.— 

(11) Mrii Abdul Waiab Kkan, 

(12) Mr. Mirra Abdul Hafiz, 

(13) Mr. Atul Chandra £u#ar, and ^ 

(14) the Minister in charge (the Hon'ble Sif Bijoy Prasad Singh 

Roy), 

with instructions Ao submit their report by Slst October (instead of 
1st December), 1940, and that the quorum of the Select Committee be 
fixed at five. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You 

notice. 


•anuot change the date at such a short 


The Hon*bHi Khwaja Sir NAIHflfDDIN: If that is your ruling,' 
Sir, the Select Committee may be instructed to submii'their report by 
the 1st December, 1940. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I want to 
speak a few words on this Bill. 1 am in full sympathy with the 
provisions of the Bill, But the Bill contains only three clauses, 
although it is a measure long overdue. There is a provision in the 
Bengal Tenancy Act that when a jofe is 8(»ld, the judgment-debtor is 
entitled to deposit the decretal dues within a month. There is also a 
provisif® in the Patni Sales Law that wlieh a patni taJvk is sold, the 
patni tnlukdar is entitled to deposit the money and to hav^ the sale 
set aside, and there is no reason why such a provision should not be in 
the llevcuue Sales Law. When a sale is held, the zemindar should 
the right to deposit the decretal dues and to have the sale set 
aside. To consider such a sntall Bill containing on|y^|^ree clauses, 
it is not necessary to have such a big Select Committee of 14 members. 
I submit, Sir, that the number be reduced, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, what tha^da|| you 

suggested ? 


Thu Hon'lile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I sugge||sd 3l8t 
October, but you, said Ist December should stand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see the Opposition also agrees to thejpi. Do 
1 take it that both sides agree to the change of dateP 

Ur. MGEtH ChXMDRA CUPTAi Both aides am th niM . 
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Ufa SPEAKER! If yoa have no objeotiM, th«n I can adntit it. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH OATTAt There cannot be any objeo- 

tion to that. The matter can be disposed of in the course of one hour. 

% 

• Mf. SPEAKER: If both sides are agreeable to having 31st October 
as the date for submission of the report of the Select Committee, then 
I won't stand in the way. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is not a quesHon of both side# 
agreeing. I believe the Hon’ble Minister knows that if it is a Govern*- 
ment motion for a Select Committee, so far as the Congress Party ie 
concerned, the position of the Party is not to participate in any Select 
Committee to which Government is referring any Bill under the circum- 
stances, so long as the present conditions relating to the Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill and the Secondary Education Bill 
continue 

'ft 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have nothing to do with that. 1 have got the 
consent of Mr. Datta and Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; 

clear. 


I shall make my position 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I don’t want it. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: 

consent, Sir. 


Then they are withdrawing their 


Mr. SPEAKER: The question of withdrawal is beside the point. 
As a matter of fact, 1 have no authority over it uutil a proper motim^ 
is made for the withdrawal of the consent. It is for the House to 
decide. , 

Dr. NALINAKIHA SAIlYlU.: Is it ycmr ruling that even if a 
member w^hpse name is read out gets up in the Hou.se and says that he 
is not ffrepated tmierve on the Select CommU^e, the House will decide 
as to wheth^ iCj^Knild thrust upon him that responsibility or not? I 
am only seeking a ruling from you. If the member concerned who 
is preseniiji the House gets up and says, *T do not want to serve on the 
committee,*’ can you force that duty on himP It is a public duty. 
Under parliamentary convention in Great Britain once a name is sug- 
gested, incumbent on the member concerned to serve on the 

Select Gdmmittee, and if somebody absents himself, there is a penalty 
attached. This creates a very anomalsAis situsllfii^ 1 would like to 
hare your ruling. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: My^ ing ifl whether a member wiebes to serve 
on a Select Committee oi not he has to choose it for himself before the 
motion comes to me. Once consent has been given, I cannot change 
that. It is a matter for the House. So if a member after giving 
consent thinks that he should not serve, I have no jurisdiction over 
that. As I have said, it is a matter for the House. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far as the consent is concern- 
ed, if the consent is given at a date prior to the date of the motion, 
the House has to consider whether at the time of the motion the consent 
was there. The question of consent arises at the time of the motion. 
It is only to help your department. Sir, that consent is sometimes 
given earlier. 

. Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think it i.s a matter of standing rules. You 
better see the parliamentarv practicte, according to which consent will 
have to be given earlier. 

lOr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. It is also parliamentary conven- 
tion 1 believe — though I am not definite about it to-day — that if a 
member says that he is not in a position to serve he is always exempted 
because a penalty is imposed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Not exempted by the Speaker, but In the House. 
^That is what I am saying. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not only that. He can 
offer his resignation. 

^ Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin (on behalf of 
the Hoirble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy) by wayv»of amendment that 
the Bill be referred to »• Select Committee cousilting of — 

(1) Maulvi Mohammad Mozanimel Huq, 

(2) Maulfi Serajul Islam, 

(3) Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed Ehondkar, 

(4) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(5) Mr. Dhauaujoy Roy, 

(6) Mr, Jatindra Nath Chakravarty, 

(7) Mr. Dhirendtt Nath Datta, 

(8) Babu Shyta^ Brosad Barman, 
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(9) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdliury, 

(10) Mr. G. Morgan. 

(11) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(12) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

• (iS) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, and 

(14) the Hon’ble Minister in oharge (Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy), 
with instructions to submit their rep<irt by the illst OetoWr, 1940, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put 
and agreed to. 


The Hours of Work Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER. This Bill cannot be taken up to-day. It will 
stand over. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: Sir, 1 beg to move under 
the proviso to rule of the Baagal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The motion then was put and agreed to. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: Sir, 1 beg to move 
the Bt*ngal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

BilM Statement of Objects and Roasonsi] 
^ — This Bill is intended for putting a stop to (l) 

ejec'tment of under~ratya/s to a certain extent ; (2) abnormal inore- 

ment of rent of the under-raiyafs ; (3) deposit of the landlords* 

dues at the time ^ review of ex-parte rent decree, by a tenant ; (4) 

the eject men^ of the non-permanent tenure-holders of the district of 
Rangpur and the Hewanganj and Islampur |hana8 of the Mymonsingh 
district; (5) to provide the facility of selling the ^non-permanent 
tenures in the abovementioned areas. 

Mr. Speaker, Bengal Tenancy Act 

^nnr ^irft pwrtyes f^siTsi ’pni Tenancy 

BUiog ampi wm «r7 ^ 

CT *»l3r *meiidment,3^ C«rOTl 4^? 

i*r ^ww*iar Pwmfer jtior #1 m ct 
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(Titl ♦III ft, ^ ^ private ^ BUl^ 

I Billtl gwtm ^ ^ ^m^rtrfhr l Tenancy Biilti 

t j y t OT ’PT® ftj 15\ C^ <?R^?Rtu5 (7T?ft5 fwft^ ^ 

?|l?rpf^ ^ oQ? feyj^ (^m I lil^ — ratya^lf 

nnder-raiya^^OT Stb^H ^ ^HT, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

TPHTI ’*(fft BilM I 5TR5 ft, — under- 

raiycUs'Ji^ C^ ^ ift? ( i ), 

^It^RI ^ft ^ D<nc.^— ^ ^SJM^ 1 <5tl ^ 

«il^ TO ^ ^Tlt<R froft C^ ^ TOT TO ^ (Vio), 

*H^:i <JpRi ^ TO5 ^ttro i cro c^'t ^it^ ftfti tos ^Itro 
^n I 

^<»nr TO TO^ (7T— TO^ TO TO, TOT^ land- 

lord TOl tf^TO ^ Wtftnr ex-parte decree TO ^5^; TOTO 
C<r-TOTO (TOT tfsn ^ wftftTO ^ TOPT'^. To 

■^tft TOC3 'TO ^ ^ TOT ^tft 4^Cvi) ^ I <rc«n 'TOT^ 

TOTtTO, TOTO ^(3 'BfftJ TO1 43R ft TOT TO TTT® TO ^ ^ TO 
CTO'S TOT CT*n fim *TTft TT^ decree TCTI C^ <il^: tfTOl (?[^ (decree) 

ttn ftro <TO T^tfts ttos to ^ i cn^wm ttR,— B iii^iiTO 

ex-parU decreed? ^tft TTOT tfsrtCT frTT ^ TO ^ fes 
inr TO TOTI TC^ I 

Tot ftnrft ft,— ct»ti ^nPFrft*^ ct»tPt Tsr^ft 

«r?n permanent settlement »41T TO^ C'^T^T TO^ I Ttft Glazier 
TOTO report C^ (TtTitft (TT^ TO TO CTtTO^ Tfti 

ftiT 'il^r; ftffTfJt TOTO TO CvfCT^ ftsT I ftl, ?fTO TOTOI^:^ 
¥®T, TOT C^ TPrC*!^ ^?^T, ^ TftftnnT TlT>Ttftn\5I^ 5S4, 

TO cTTcs ffentfr toto t’t:^ to fti to^ ^^^^^ to 

T<? Mymensinghiil settlement TO^ tHT TO^T ?jTOl *?tft TTTft^T (T 

TOt^ ftnrtfft ■sTtrm, ftr, TftTO?n ^ ftrvtJt ?<rm 
TI I TO’T settlemenWl^r ^ TVT’Tl TOra TT’^T I ftl, 

♦ItftsTtTOf TOT CTO^ft ?p^ tfTtt?T, ?p3TO?T ftffTPT CTO^ (Tlt^ 
ai?r^ TO ft'3FS c^-cT^n fetrt^ ^ to« 

^C*n[ TO^*7ta^ TO non-permanent ^ TTtft TO 

CTOl I High Court cTO ruling froCf pennanent TOtl CTCfe C'Tm 
OltT, 4^ TTT TT^TT T¥Wntn ^l^TT ftCTO| I H i|^ 

Court CTO deoitton ^l^ftltT TOCf CW TOTO TO^TIl, CW ftPf ITf 
ft^, c’f ilftt iftrit CTfs I TO*ii^ wftnm tfrorffe otm 
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HU«n ’TOOE, tjwrt) ?fln ^tt*n •iRskfIr ; ^wr ?tt i#cTt non- 
^•nnknent tenant TOt '•tt^FTS TT I tffTS mflWl ^IWI# SfluHT' 
rI «fR?i<7t?w«ti^4t*ngrtfwnrf|w;^c«r»n. *lt5»im’ ♦If’Mi, snomiPR?- 
<«? *tW? WfS C’NICH (.•^ek+Hi Va^k 

fmitt <st?tT«fst JiWTO ’nn >« BiiM ®# 

ftrsff I ^ ctO >n wonr (?# wtft 

TOrf^i ^nrn 4^ wni TO «fR¥ 'stfCT 

<fWtV C’l'TOS <fHl ■fflM *tlOR — 

<<tf« BillJI frorf? I ^*t5mn few TO CT^, 'mft Bill4 >fl3R ftj IRJH 
ft I TOFC^ TO^f 'TOft ftttr tWl'OTH, CTT^I ’J^TITO own 

«RT crft^ BilM ftf TOR I 'srfft trtrs crrti gwfpnt eject mir® 

5n *TO «RT Bill oncsrft I Jrtrs c=ft^ tptro '•ifeftv «lt«Ri 

?f% ^ <1tn CWTv5*ftnRn (Tf^ I iootionj 

one-third ffw ^1=8^, (TNTC^ BUggesaion 

frorf^ <ft«Rl one-t6nth<i|?r ^ I 

trwTCT^ ^ ^ ^ W4^c m ^ 

^ tfwtOT '^rsrfw ^ 

I ?fwt?n c^ c*nr, ^«ic^ olc^ ctt^ 

^rtiBRl fro© TQ^I I ^ ^ 

8mn ^ ’»rmi ^Vs ^fwrrtrar 'ort 

C^ &W? ^ ; (7T^ rent-free 

I f%ll rent-froo ^3^ C51 Wp^ , \ikH# $U?r?Tf9V 

m Pr*fm ^prnsf i ^ ^ ¥fl 

^ tpTOT ^ BiilSi *nn ▼r 

I ^‘=f, C^ tjWfCW-fl C^C¥ vote Po vf|C»rnR, 

cnir I 

^ ^ ^8rm? Biiitfi::^ 

WR 1 5m ^ Pr*pi Biiiij^ ¥3 ^:?rf5 ^ ^ 

Biiifitr^ ^in w (TOR I 

With these few words I move my Bill for the acceptance of tha 
House. 


Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, 
be circulated for the purpoee of eliciting opinion thereon by the diet of 
July, mi. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDtIN HASHEIIYs Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose the motion movedTby Sir Nazimuddin. 

Sir, on more than one occasion, I have requested Government to lie 
more frank, <o he more straightforward and to be more businesslike. 
Sir, this process of circulation and recirculation of Bills certninlj 
involves exi)enditure from the public exchequer. Sir, when there is 
real necessity for circulation of a certain Bill, Government will not 
agree to that. But when they are themselves interested in a certain 
Bill, they will never agree to circulation. Sir, I will not mention any 
particular Bill. (The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin: “Why not? 
Do it.”) I say, Sir, with regard to the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill, we are doing our level best to convince Government about 
the necessity of circulating this Bill, but 1 am doubtful whether Govern- 
ment will agree to it. But, Sir, when Government know and know 
very well that they will not agree to a particular Bill, they say that 
the Bill ])e circulated for eliciting public opinion. In course of time 
the opinion will come and then Government will again come forward 
with another motion that the Bill be recirculated. Sir, I can agree 
with Sir Nazimuddin if he gives us this assurance that he or his 
colleagues will not again move lor the recirculation of the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion. Sir, I am prepared to withdraw opposition if 
the Hon’ble Minister would only give us the assurance that he will be 
guided by public opinion in regard to this particular Bill and after this 
Bill is circulated, if public opinion is in favour of this Bill, the Hon’ble 
Minister will take it as a Government Bill and introduce it in the House 
as early as possible. Sir, on this assurance I am prepared to support 
the Government motion. 

Sir, w'ith these few words I oppose the motion of the Hbn’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting oi>inion thereon by the Blst of 
July, 1941, was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AM«I Aili, Mavltiia Mi. 

AM«I Nall, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hall. Mr. Mia. 

AMal Nakia. Maalvl. 

ANal Nakia Vlkraafari, Maatvl Ml. 
AMal Karia, Mr. 

AMal UW Miaraa, Maaivi 
AMal MaJM, Mr. lyM. 

AMal Watak Khaa, Mr. 

AMaHa-al Makanatl, Mr, 

AMar RaaakM Makaaal. Mr. 

AMw Aa-f, Kkaa lakH Maatal I. 
AMar Aanak, MaalvL 
AMal IkaMM, MaaNi MA 


AkMar Ran Ckaarlkary, Kkaa RaMlar Maalti. 
Akal Naiain AkaaA Mr. 

AMI Qaaiaa, Maahi 

AkaM AN EaiyMpari, Kkaa tahalar Maalaaa. 
AkaM AH MrMka. MaaM. 

Akaal Haaahi, Mr. 

AlfataMia AkaM, Kkaa RaMlar MaaM. 
Aaararal Alia, Kkaa RakMar Ml. 

AikrataH, Mr. M. 

Aalal Naaaala Kkaa, Kkaa RakMar MmM. 
Altar AN, MaaM. 

• a lr a l li j a, Mr.lyaA 
•arat At, Mr. Mi. 

Hfkaffa, Ml Maaif, Rail 



1940 .} 


NON-OFI^ICIAL BI 



m. iMHl UL 
t>»pWiirti. Mr. 4, ». 

AMkclOtoUn. 

Am. mM D«kcMn MiiL 
titer, mt, ttetetewtH- 
tariuHl tan ifeawikary, Sr. ■. 

FaaHri Qaaik. Kkaa tateiar Haakri. 
ramr tfkaiaa, nr. (Oaaaa). 

•ibti, Mr. a A. 

•rMMkt, Mr. i. 

Aaraag. Mr. P a ai k a r kfafk. 

Haicaiila Okaaifcarl, MaMvi. 

NaariiaMia Akaiai, Kkaa taklk. 
Naaaaaiaaiaaa, Maatvl Mi. 

Naifcaai Aii Kkaa. Kkaa takaiar Maahrl. 
NatoaiaNy inmadv. Kkaa taklk Maatvl. 
Maairy. Mr. DavM. 

Nayaraat, Mr. Ragart. 
larit Akam Mia. MaalvI. 

JalalaMia Abaiat, Kkaa lakaiar MaalvI. 
Mafttaiila tkaaikary, MaalvI. 

Maklak. Makarajkaaiar Ulay Okaat. 

Maatal. Mr. Jagat Okaatra. 

Maairattla Afckaat, MaalvI. 

Martatla, Mr* F. 4. 

Maktia All, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa, Mr. t.. e.I.E. 

Matlaai All Mallak, MaalvI M. 

Masaaiaial Nat, MaalvI Mi. 

Makaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa lakaiar MaalvI tyai. 
Makaaiaiai Ikrakiai, MaalvI. 

Makaaiaiai likaava. MaalvI. 


M ak M i aiAliraW, MwM. 

Makaaiaia i M i iilta i, Akaa l ak ai a r tyai. 
MakaataMilalatawa. Kkaa taklk MaalvI. 
Makarlaa, IM. Tarakaalk, MAE. 

MaMak. tkt Hya'M* Mr. Makaaia Kakary. 

MaWak, Mr. RaUa lakary. 

Maakanrai Maaiala, tka llaa*kla Naarak, Kkaa 
lakaiar. 

Mattagaaraal Nataa, Mr. tyai. 

Raaiy. tka Naa'Ma Makaraja tilaakaaira, at 
t ar ai a i ki iaf. 

Matarallak, Naarakaaia K. 

Natiaiaiila, Ika Haa'Ma Kk«a|a tir, KA.I.K. 
Rakaiaa. Kkaa lakaiar A. M. L 
lalkat, Ikt Naa'Ma Mr. PraMaaa Dak. 

RaJIkaiila Taratiar, MaalvI* 

Ruaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 
tatmiila Akaiai, NaJI. 
takaka*Alaai, Mr. Ryai. 
tallaa, Mr.S. A. 
taaaaitak. AI-HaiJ Maalaaa Or 
larkar. laku Maikaaaiaa. 
taa, Rai lakaiar iagMk Okaaira. 

Rarajal Itlaai, Mr. 
tkakakuiiia, Mr. Kkwala, O.l.E. 

Ilriar, laka LHta Maaia. 
lailtk, Mr. N. Irakaal. 
takraarariy, tka Haa'Ma Mr. N. I. 

Taaiifaiila Kkaa. IN Haa'Ma Mr. 

Tafal Akaiai Okaaikary, Maahrl HaH* 

Walkar, Mr.i. R. 


Akial iakkar Falwaa, Mr. Mi. 

Akial Wafcai, MaalvI. 

Aka Haaaala larkar, Maatvl. 

Akal Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Akaiai Kkaa, Mr. tyai. 

Atlaiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

■aaarjaa, Or. Earatk Ckaaira. 
larauia, laka^kyaaia Praaai. 
llMrai, laka Ufcikail Narayaa. 
tkattopaikyay, Mr. Harlnia. 
tkaaikari, Ral Haraaira Ratk. 

Daa, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Datia. Mr. Okiraaira Natk. 

Oaatl, Mr. Haraaira Ratk. 

Datta Maaaaiiar, Mr. Rikaraaia. 

•aagaly, Mr.Fratal Ckaaira. 

•kaaa, Mr. Atat Kriakaa. 
laaaraaii. Mr. TvM Ckaaira. 

•apta, Mr.iagatk Ckaaira. 
iaiataiila Haakaaiy, Mr. tyai. 
iMaa, Mr. 1. 0. 

The Ayes beinjf 90 and Noes 
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Kkaa, Mr. Oakaaira Lall. 

Kaaia, Mr. RlakHfca Ratk. 

Maitl, Mr. Ribaaja lakari. 

Mali, Mr. AiwaKa Kvaiar. 

Majvaiiar, Mrt. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ckaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iagaaira Ratk. 
Maalraiiaaiaa lalaaiakail, Maalaaa Mi. 
Mapkal Heatala, Mr. 

Mulliafc, firijvt Aikwtaak. 

Raakar, Mr. Haai Ckaaira. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

Raailiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckara Ckaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Klikarl Patl. 
ikakaiall, Mr. 
tkaaiaaiila Akaiai, Mr. M. 
tlagfca. labu Ktkaira Ratk. 
tar, Mr. Haraaira Knaiar. 

Waliar Rakaiaa, MaalvI. 


41, the motion wus aijrreed to. 


The BtngAl Midioal (AmendiyiMfit) Bill, 1940. 

Or. SANAULLAH: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 
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Th* Bengal ^aiumeir (Amembmt) Bill, IBM, 

Mr. MAQBUL HObAiN: I beg to move for leave to introduce th« 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I beg to move for leave to intro^ 
duce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I beg to move that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Mauivi Abdul Hakim (Mymensingh), 

(r1) Mauivi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(4) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

(0) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, 

(7) Mr. Ilusik Lai Biswas, 

(8) Maharaja Saslii Kanta Acharyya Choudhury, of Muktagacha, 

(9) Mauivi Maniruddin Akhand, 

^10) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

{ID Mr. Abdulla-ul Mahmoud, 

{12) Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, 

{13) Mr. NiUarendu Duttu Mazumdar, 

(14) Mr. F. C. Brasher, 

(15) Mauivi Abul Quasein, 

(lb) Kazi Kindadul Haque, and 
(17) the mover. 

with instructions to iiubmit their report by the 30th October, 1940, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, ill moving for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee, I 
would like to draw the attention of the House to some of the provisions 
that have been incorporated in the Bill. Section 2 of the Bill proposes 
to abolish sections 23 and 25 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, wherein 





SH UiM -UJ? Jt lUliULi 

if any hdt, bazar or anything ia establisbedwin an oooupanoy holding 
under section 23, it becomes ejectable if it is used for purposes other 
than one for which it has been leased. Penafty is also provided under 
section 25. Therefore, so long as these two provisions will remain, 
there cannot be any hdf, bazar or residential quarters in an oooupanoy 
boldiSg. As soon as any residence is erecte<l in an occupancy holding 
or any other thing is done, the tenant becomes ejectable. Now the 
agriculturalists re(]uire subsidiary occupation as has been pointed out 
by the Royal Commission. The economic dithculty that exists in 
Bengal to-day is pnuticully due to the ever-increasing pressure of 
population on land. It is slated on i^age 8G of the Report of the Royal 
Commission as follows ; — “We consider the pressure of population on 
land is the ultimate cause of Bengars economic trouble.” So if the 
present set of law continues, the tenant will not get any opportunity 
to erect any shop or other things without being ejectable under the 
present law. My proposition, therefore, is that sections 23 and 25 be 
deleted from the Bengal Tenancy Act. My other proposal is the perma- 
nent alK)lition of the provision in the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1033 that 
the enhancement ot rent he suspended for 10 years pending an enquiry 
by a competent authority, 'i'lie (iovernment of Bengal appednted the 
' Revenue (Commission an<l the Commission in its majority report 
pointed out at page Hi where it is said that the intention of the authora 
of the Permanent Settlement was therefore to confirm IJiudktiitt raiyatt 
in their existing customar\ rights and to provide against enhancement 
beyond the pargana rates and against arbitrary exactions. 

So it i.s apparent, Sir, from the above observation that the enhance- 
ment of an occupancy rufyitf's rent was not contem])luted by the Perma- 
nent Setflement and hence like ahwahs and illegal exactions of tlie 
'zemindars, the sooner it goes the better for the country. The Revenue 
Commission has found that enhancement of rent is not based on the 
regulations on which the Permanent Settlement was based. Fixity of 
rent was secured to the nnyats, particularly the khudkant raiyat, as 
much as the fixity of land revenue was secured to the zemindars. So 
after this finding of the Kevenue Cominission, it is quite fair and equit- 
able that euhauceinent of rent should be permanently abolished. There- 
fore, I have proposed that all the sections of the Act dealing with 
enhancement of rent, namely, sections 29, 30, 31 A, 32B and 33-37 
should be deleted from the Bengal Tenancy Act. The Revenue Commis- 
sion has in its report stated that the homestead area of an occupancy 
raiyat is exempt from rent in all the provinces which they visited. 
They have said that in Madras, in the United Provinces and also in the 
Punjab homestead land is exempt from the payment of any rent. If 
that be so. Sir, I find no reason why the homestead land in Bengal 
should not be exempted from Ihe payment of rent and I have made a 
similar provision accordingly. Now my other proposal is that the 
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B^Tenue Commission ha^staied that so fat* as reduction of rent is 
concerned, there is one section, namely 38, which provides for reduction 
of rent, but the rules mahe under that section provide that unless there 
is a decrease in the price of food crops for 10 years the rent cannot be 
reduced. Therefore, the Revenue Commission has suggested th^t the 
words “or equitable’* should be added in section 32 so that if the court 
finds that the rent should be reduced within a period less than 10 years, 
then the court shall have discretion to do that. So to that effect I 
have proposed that the words “or equitable” be added to section 32. 
All these amendments are quite necessary and urgent. So I think 
that they should be accepted and relief given to the tenants. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, T beg to move by 
way of amendment that Ihe Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon with your permission by the 3l8t of January, 1941, 
instead of 31 st July as originally proposed. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: For once I agree with Sir 
Nazimiiddin that this Bill may be circulated. (Laughter.) 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* 1 accept the amendment of the • 
Hon’ble Minister. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin was then put 
and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir. I beg for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 1940. 

Mr. dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Bengal Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 
1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Hindu Widow Remarriage Propagation Bill, 1940. 

Mr, MONMOHAN DA8: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Hindu Widow Remarriage Propagation Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the BUI.) 



Mr. MONMOHAN OASs 1 also be^ t^move that the Bengal 
Hindu Widow Remarriage Propagation Bill, 1940, he referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — ^ 

(1) the Hon’ble Nawab MusharrufF Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

(£) Maharaja Sashi Kania Acharyyu Choudhury, of Muktagacha, 
Mymensingh, 

(3) Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 

(4) Mrs. Hemaprova Majimidar, 

(5) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

{6> Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu. 

(7) Babu Nareiidra Nara>an (*hakruvarly, 

(8) Mr. Churu Chandra Roy, 

(9) Sj. Nareiidra Nath Das Gupta, 

(10) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(11) Mr. Dhauaiijoy Roy, 

(12) Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, 

(13) Mr. B. Mukherjee, 

(14) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(10) Rai Jogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur, and 

(Hi) the mover, 

with iiistruotions to submit (heir report by the loth November, 1940, 
(he number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, I#do not like to inflict a long sfjeech on this House 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Not a single Muslim in 
the Select Committee? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And not even a w'idow' on ♦he 
committee — though there is a widow'er? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf! Ilossain 
is quite enough and is a host in himself. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8s Sir, 1 do not like to inflict a long speech 
on the House in support of iny Bill. The best motive of the Bill is 
to allow every woman to enjoy her birth and natural rights; to wifie 
away the tears of the Hindu widows of Bengal and to place them on the 
pedestal of happiness, comfort and freedom ; in the name of righteousness 
to do justice to the womenfolk by allowing them to remarry when they 
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are widowed, and ia ere^ field of activityand in the equality of man 
and woman to give equal rights to our mothers and sisters in respect 
of their remarriages. ^Dr. ^alinaksha Sanyal : “In respect of 
mothers alsoP”) Yes, mothers also, but if the House does not like 
it, I am prepared to drop that word. 

At the outset, Sir, I would just place before the House under what 
unbearable sufferings the Hindu widows of Bengal are forced to lead 
their unhappy and miserable lives and how they are deprived of their 
birth and natural rights in the name of the Shastras. May I remind 
my honourable friends of this House, particularly my Hindu friends, 
who are the elite of Bengal, that Act XV of 185G, that is to say, the 
Hindu Widow Remarriage Act, has been on statute book for 84 long 
years, but iny elite Hindu friends are still turning a deaf ear to the 
painful cries of our helpless widows! 

The Act of I85f) has failed in its objects due to the permissive nature 
of the Act, whereas it has now become necessary to introduce some 
amount of compulsion due to the deplorable condition of the Hindu 
widows. 

Sir, it will not be enough to sav that, taking advantage of the 
inherent simplicity and physical weakness of the womenbdk, the male 
section of the Hindu community ruthlessly oppressed them in the past 
and are still opi)ressing them by a mere bluff (d jiiety and thereby flatter- 
ing them that they would gain the heavenh blessings at the end of their 
miserable days which, in fact, is nothing but deception played by the 
Hindu males upon our helpless widows and sisters in the guise of 
Sliantras I Sir, what an irony of fate for our womenfolk that their 
sons have ungratefully made cruel laws against their mothers without 
whose milk of human kindness they could not live or thrive under the 
sun! I think, Sir, that the downfall of the Hindu community of to-day 
is mainly due to the great sin committed by the males who have 
deprived the widows of their birth and natural rights. Sir, I can say 
that nations have been or will become great by honouring and acknow- 
ledging the rights of the womenfolk and no nation can become great 
in this world by disregarding the cause of womenfolk. I can say also 
that the Hindus were one of the greatest nations in this world when 
they took pride in honouring and worshipping their mothers. But the 
Hindus have been ruining themselves since the day when they began 
to abhor them instead of adoring them with the offerings of proper 
rites. 

Sir, the custom of life-long enforced widowhood exists in no part 
of the world excepting this our unhappy land! Millions of widows 
«re being sacrifieed at the altar of this custom. It is not enough to 
•ay that aueh a oustom may be Hie custom of monsters, but sltould not 
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b« of Kien ! In the name of humanity it is \ime. I think, that this; 
great crime, this great sin and this great sorrow should be uprooted 
and flung away from the heart of our count^, so far as the Hindu 
community is concerned. 

Of course, some members of the Opposition may say that as a result 
of* this Bill the Hindu widowers will Iw deprived of their personal 
liberty ^n respect of their remarriages. (Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu : 
No.) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu says “no,” and 1 am glad to have 
his support. The Opposition may also say that such a custom exists in« 
no part of the world. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no law or custom in any part of the- 
world that a widower must marry only a widow. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Tn reply to that, I am justified in saying 
that such life-long enforced widowhood exists nowhere else and among 
none but the Hindus. 

A well-e.stahlislied custom such a.s enforced widowhood cannot be 
abolished without legislation. No reform can be made without legisla- 
tion e\en in sociall\ , j)oliticaIly and educationally advanced countries 
of the West. 

I submit that some Hindu widowers may be deprived of their per- 
sonal liberty in respect of their remarriages for some years, but not for 
ever. But on the other hand, millions of our sisters and daughters 
will get the rights of humanity whertdiy they will be in a position to* 
enjoy the amenities of life. 

I shall clear my position from the (’ensus Report of 1931 that there* 
will be no difficulty in getting our mauls married, but on the other 
hand several widows of tender age, who now live with the families of 
either their parents or fathers-in-law, will get themselves married. 

Now let me come to the figures. According to the Census Report 
of 1931, the total poplation of Hindus is 2,22,12,069. Of these, the 
total number of males is 1,16,39,285 and that of females 1,05,72,784. 
From these figures it will be seen that the number of males is greater 
than the number of females by 10,66,501. Of the females, 23,86,657 
are widows; 2,19,653 widows are leading their lives as Baishnabis and 
1,17,220 widows are recognised as jhees and maid-servants as the case 
may be. We find that there exist in Bengal in all 26,23,530 widows, 
and that tjie number of females is also smaUer than the number of 
males by 10,66,501. That being the position, we can easily say that. 
36,89,831 males are to remain unmarried if one male marries one female.. 
That ia, aboui 80 la k hs of Hindu males can lead their numtied life. 
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Now, Sir, may I again place before the House in detail the painful 
pictures of the widows according to their ages as we find from the 
Census Report of 1931;-^ 

Years. 


From 1 — 5 
,t o~-10 
„ 10-^15 

„ 15—20 

„ 20—25 

„ 25-30 

,, 30—35 

35-40 
,, 40—45 

,, 45 (iipwarcls) 


3,015 

11,806 

25,083 

90,105 

140,752 

219,254 

247,372 

281,506 

282,738 

1,085,026 


The number of widows is 23,86,657 and the number of widowers is 
5,28,294 in all. I do not like to trouble the House with detailed figures 
for different age grouj)s so far as widowers are concerned, because the 
time at my disposal is short. 


S()im‘l)od\ says that in .some cornmnnities the number of females is 
greater than the number of males which is absolutely untrue, because 
oven among Hnihmtns, and /iaidifas the number of males is 

greatei than the number of females. I find the following figures in 
tilt* (/ensus Report of 1931. Among the Hrafnninx, the number of males 
is 7,88,513 and the inimber of females (),67,(>69; among the Knyastus^ 
the number of mules is 8,19,962 and the numbt^r of females 7,38,504 
and among the Haidyas the number of males is 57,627 and the number 
of females 53,112. 

^ On the whole, we find that the number of widowers is more than 5 
lakh.s, whereas the number of wddows is more than 3 lakh.s between 
the ages of 5 to 25. If my suggestion is accepted, the problem of 
tender aged widows can be solved to some extent. It may be said 
that there should be some limit with regard to the age of the widowers. 
I submit that if there be any limit, every widower may take advantage 
of age limit. 

Before 1 resume my seat, I would like to appeal to you in the name 
of young children of Bengal who are widowed at the tender age of 10 
or 12 to remove the curse of enforced widowhood. I would also appeal 
to you ill the name of suffering of humanity to help the cause of 
destitute widows. In the name of equality of men and women and ui 
every field of activity, 1 would appeal to you to give equal rights to 
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them. Lastly, Sir, I appeal to all my friends, Hindus, Muslims and 
Christians alike, to take up the cause of these poor women and work 
wbole-hearteflly to confer birth and natural Aghts on women. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my Bill to the acceptance of the 
House. 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan B^adur: 

Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th July, 1941. 
Sir, 1 want to hay only a few words about this Bill. Here my friend 
wants to introduce a novel principle in the matter of marriages of 
widows, I doubt if the widowers eaii he persuaded to follow the 
principle 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of information, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot give an> infonnation either about the 
widows or widowers. ( Laughter. 'k 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 

'arm cn ^ i ^ wu Pfj 

c*rs?i ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I doubt if the widowers would agree to the proposal of my friend. 
(Mr. SrnKMutA N.^ni Biswa.s: That is why legislation is neces- 
sary.) But if they do so, law will not jireveiit them from iloing so. 
As the mover of the motion wants to introduce a novel principle of 
marriage, I desire that the Bill should be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon. If after the opinion is gathered and the 
volume of opinion i.s in favour of the Bill, then there will be no diffi-^ 
culty for us to accept it. I hope iny friend will accept my proposal. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 w'ant to oppose this 
motion after the prayer interval. I shall finish in three minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you want to deliver a speech on this motion? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Yes, Sir. 1 shall be 
verj' brief. 

Mr. Khwila 8HAHABUDOIN: This is interesting. We want to 
hear him. 

20 
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Mr. SPEAKER: When the Government Whip is taking up your 
cause, I can’t help it. (Laughter.) 

(At this stage, the liousa was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

( After ad jov rn m ent.) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, of all 
the honourable members of the Cabinet the Nawab Sahib is hardly 
embarrassed by the Opposition for the simple reason that he is innocent 
though not virtuous. To-day, Sir, of all days we feel it our duty to 
oppose this circulation motion moved by the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib. 
Sir, there cannot be any reason for the circulation of this Bill. I do 
not ])rop()se to take the Nawab Sahil) to tljc Vedic Age or, say, to tlie 
time of ascendency of Buddha in India. From the time of the late 
Iswarchandra Vidyasagar to this day, we know the sutferings, the 
untold miseries of the idows of Bengal. Therefore. Sir, it is simply 
unnecessary !(» <‘irculate this Bill. l>et it be refeired, Sir, as suggested 
by the mover to the Select Committee. The Select Committee, if neces- 
sary, will change, alter or amend the Bill wlienever and wherever they 
think it necessary. 

Sir, we have lieard ad jiauscinn that this tiovernment is a popular 
Government. TiCt us assume for argumcmt's sak(* that this is a popular 
Government, ami at the liead of this (iovernment there is the for- 
inidabl(‘ and invincible Coalition Part,\, (Mr. Atul CnANr)R,\ Kumar: 
^luginot line!) and the Mns.salmans form tin* majority of this 
Coalition Party. With regard to the oj>ini«)n of tlie Mussalman.s of 
Bengal, nay of the whole world, they will certainly support widow 
remarriage; they have supported it and tliey are supporting it. Sir, 
the duty of this popular Government will be to pa.ss this popular 
measure, as propo.sed by the mover. Sir, there are members in this 
House who have already championed tlie cause of the widows and they 
^have set examples — noble examples— -by marrying widows even though 
they had been bachelors. 

Sir, the representatives of the Hindus, the Caste Hindus, the 
Scheduled Castes, the Mu.slims and the Europeans are all here and they 
are the authority; they are the persons who can here and now give their 
opinions ns regards the provisions of the Bill proposed this evening. 

Sir, by circulating this Bill, the Nawab Sahib simply proposed to 
shelve it for good. Sir, written opinions are there, the opinions of 
authorities, th<? opinions of Hindu divines are there, and. Sir, the 
examples set by the advanced section of the Hindus are there. There- 
fore, it is simply absurd to suggest that this Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. Sir, I would request the Hon’ble the Nawab 
Sahib to be businesslike. Let him accept this Select Committee 
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mation. Even now, Sir, hm got opportunity .to add or change some 
of the names proposed on the Select Committee by the mover. No 
useful purpose will be served by circulating ftiis Bill, and, I hope, the 
Coalition Party, whose description I have already given, will come 
forward to do at least some good to the Hindus of Bengal this time. 
WheS an opportunity has come of itself, I think, they will not go back 
and support the motion of the Nawab Sahib. 1 appeal — 1 have indivi- 
dually appealed and 1 appeal generally to all the members of the 
Coalition Party, Muslims and Hindus — to support this Select Com- 
mittee motion and expedite the passing of the Bill so that we can see 
that this noble A('t is pas.sed during our time as members of the 
Legi sla live A sse m hly . 

The motion of the Ilon hle Nawab Miisharruff llossain, Khan 
Bahadur, hv way of amendment, that the Bengal Hindu Widow Re- 
marriage Propagation Bill, BtlO, be circulated for the purj)ose of 
eliciti?ig oj)inion thereon hy the l'«th dul.s, llMl, was then put and 
ugree<l to. 


The Transfer of Properties (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave 
to in(r(3<luce the Transfer of ProjK^rties (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
VMi). 

(The Secri'tary tlien read out (lie short title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI; Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) * 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI. Sir, 1 beg further to move that the Bysigul 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the ‘10th September, 1941. 

Sir, my original motion was for *10th SeptemlM^r, 1940. But as 
there is an amendment tabled b\ the Hon’ble Minister for changing 
the date to “30th September, 1941,“ I accept that amendment. 

Sir, in introducing thi.s short Bill, I heg to point out before the 
House that by aectionjsi 2-') and 155 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, land- 
lords at any time can eject tenants for holding any hat or baear or 
market in their holdings. In mufassal areas, wo have experience that 
agriculturists often suffer a good deal for not getting better marketing 
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facilities to buy and sell their agriculturarproduce, as in large areas 
there are no markets or basars. So, in these two sections, I propose 
to add two provisions which will say that the holding of any market 
or bazar or hat, will not be considered as a condition which will render 
the tenancy unfit for the purpose and the holding of such markets 
will not be a condition for ejectment. * 

Sir, with these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

The motion of Maulvi Azhar Ali that the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, be (drculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the ^30th September, 1941, was then put and agreed to. 


'he Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1940. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1940. 

Maulvi IDRIS AHMED MIA: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary tlien read out the .short title of the Bill.) 

Maulvi IDRIS AHMED MIA: I beg further to move that the 
Bengal Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1940, be circulated for the 
purj)ose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 00th November,* 1940. 

^ 

^ i 

i 

vii&i 'Wot 

1 

^ few 

froctp ^ inr ^ I wtw <5^ ww w?Br vrt 

fwj tfvftti wftsfcv c^tcw 

Vitus ^ grorw ^JTST^itOTft C5h Sfei 

CV VBfl Ws5*^ *nR WV1 ?tn? ^ 

c*r4i ^ c? cwtiBT wBr?n cwB? wtpti ^ 

i^Ftvus ^ ^itTtRT wto: cwtcv wpnn 

<4 feifeti few wipnr cvtc^ ^ ^ cwtai^ wtft cwtw vtvi crfit ^ i 
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cfc*rei ^icsTwt ftw ftnt wura fW >n i ctw^ 

4? T¥5t wi-un cf jra T>tt¥pRr •» ftw cfflar 

’flCTi, ^*l?i ^ (?!!▼ 'irsnre CTOT £*1111 '4iw 

®*mr<f‘f c^njTO *im^ 4 ^: *(m >111% c<£^ 4 irt) cufti 'wric’tww 
t ^WlTH ^ 4 T 4 ? cn 45^1 461 ^WCTfl ¥W 

fefro 4^ ’WST im "Tf^ fixu^ ^rtnim 461 ^ ®f&$ I 4 ftror 

fiff ^irsi, ’pnr ^ I 4'?^i ^ '4Wif ^ «nrTtii — 

^^sncsra C^C^iC*f^ ^F**ni ^TT^tfw^ C^ iSl>b ^ 

^'iHtOT C^<f ^ ^ I ^t»C^ ^<fT 

^®t ^ ^BTRC^ 

C^Hc. 2>M I C«Tt^ bt4^t ’fTJR vil^" %C*ni ^IC^TI, 

^ ftrsrm crorm 4 #|ait^cv^ ^ c=nni^ fta 

^RT wpf c4Hc&‘* I 'ijr$ ^if?n c^ P(cwc*ffl TOf 'O ’Rtrw 

'«(tWC5>H ^ I 

fV*^ ymw *rtf% ^ i ^stm f^- 

>r‘**tf%C^ c-^H •ft^ I ^ V's6 ^•uIR’HC# 

f%S ^^''1 fVi ^ (TrtrW ^ 

^ I ^TOT GTOTt^i ^nf5T^, c &; cgf GT ^ ^ 

Gof^'^rc^s W%^ ^'4 orm c Tt o r c^ , gtoti Tyrt^ Wisri 

c’fni I ^ ^sr^rrm ’^srmi ^witG!^ gf^t gfT^r?® 

GT f^GTGS ^ GP^ *rff^ GFtGJ GTGI I ’3iGf GJ 

(Tt^ ypRR? gt:^ — wgt tij’^Rnr ^ GPt=irf^, 

^C 4‘3 ^ ^ ^ni, ^ ^<46 irff 

?r’c^ ^ 'orftH ^*f''Gn:«fr 5 i ^rf^n gtot ^ i ^ 

’Tt<f^‘4 ?r^r?Itt«f" 3 ’T^3FTt4fT^‘t^ 3F^rJfC‘<*>^ ftr^J ft<RtGf^ fiwtl? 

'<3 (TfQTn C5t?T I (JP\ GTtT^ 

^*«tC 5 t GT^Tl C^ ! ^TOU 5 ?W GI GPt^f GT^f =^^ 9 ftOTl 

’Rnr? GT GTt^ Gl f%Gr ftG5 51^ ^ ^l^ttf^tl =fffTO ^TO5 

9Gr^, ^rtIP f%, cqir, 4, ^ cfGT^ =^^1 ^ ^ '«)!> ^^nr¥ 

f%*»r ^ ^ GF C^t^TG? G? PlOTr ^ 

SitGn Sfro ^nri 

’pft^^r ^^GTGifrt i?iwt?r i\m frGT -mnr srtc-n i 

f¥« wWOT 'irv GT <rcft ^n i ^igt^ iriof^ «nTm c^ttv ^rsxw 

♦tti ’It'OT!^ ’■IMH GGrc*nr GfifH^l ftRcTOR ftl Gf<(l 
ftf^ GO ^ Ilt91 ^ ^iifOl GPft ^CW ^mRI 

CTlTOI, ^rtft C^ — G!> ^ ^ TO ^ ift^, 
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fiF’C^Ft^ c^H Rc«i'4i 

<fir5 I <7r ^I5lw ^ ^ J 

^ R?ot ^ h5K<i f%5tz:^t?rQ ’'nJt) 

’OT Ri>R<^ Rtoi fef^ RT^IR^ ^ 

cgfem ^ c^ ^ Pmfirs c^’f i 

The motion that the Bengal Marriage Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1940, 
he <;iroiilatefl for tlie purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the SQth 
Novenilier, 1940, wan then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Rent Reduction (Temporary Provision) Bill, 1940. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Bent Bediution (Temporary Provision) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that the Bengal Bent 
Bedu(!tion (Temporary Provision) Bill, 1940, l>e referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1 ) the Ilon’ble MinisWr in charge of the Eevenue Department, 

(2) Mr. M. Shamsiiddin Ahmed, 

(3) Mauivi Ahmed Hossain, 

(4) Mauivi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(5) Mauivi Mu hammed Israil, 

(G) Klian Bahadur Mauivi Ilashem Ali Khan, 

(7) Mr. Basik Lai Biswas, 

(8) Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(9) Mauivi Bajibuddin Tarafdar, 

(10) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

wdth instructions to submit their report by the 31st October, 1940, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

RR?t introduction (Tint ^3^ TCWffi ^ 

^TR I Land Revenue CommissioniJ^ report ^ ^ 

R ’PTS 56r PfR htflR direct ^flR ^ I ^ 

CSftRP ^ — Land Revenue Commission I 

cftcBf ctHi 4 0 c!!im w 8.|- c!rt^ 
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C^FtCf TO I T5 Of, Of wft’Ttft !f^ ^ 

?^(rTf ^ W7«t cq^ 5t?t^ '^Ffe Ci5TCl»Chr-^*^t?r *il¥ fr'F fTO 
<Tr®t c5ttbbH I c^ ^ ?fTO ^ c^ ^Brw? ^ (Tt fetTO ^rfiprfriiT 

«rfrmr ‘ii^^ ^TOf-^irtsTt^ fro ^ ^itTOr 

I 'il^ ^5TC^ ^ CFl^TT® ^5t?CT 

CH'CH'JI CRT ’*f^b ^ I CRT^ 

Land Revenue Commission C*l crft'ftft '6 '’BRTt^ ^<ITTf ?pJl 

StSc? fro btftunf direct TOt^ TO I v4^ »bO 

TO ^ CTOC^ I 


f4V4li»1 ^^T'^'fl C^Hd^i OtC«T fV (.^k^ — (7T 

^rtft TO <il^Ff^ c-^kdf^ I ^^Ff^PTO^r cro recommend 

ctotor I TOt^ ^ (TObb ai ^t?i tor ^riS 

^®f^SlTtf%TO TO CTO ^ftWt C^’f CTO? TOTO. ^Stm CTO ’*rR5^«t 
c*r3?t^ Sft'^ ^1 TO CTO TO3 1TO TO^ 'aRTO? 

tfTO ?fei c:r®rt? crfTOMTO 

®1*tb TO (?f3?i c?r5 TO I TO ^ ?tf¥ crfsnnfr cTOTO^, 

<3^ C^3?l Sfti; I C? tSto toto 

TO«t Tfinn c? Tori cFfiTO'^®! TOR tor Tori to 

TO R1 ^TOF ?tfW TOTf% TO^ c^WRTO ^ ?d®fRtR 'UC? 

Tor ?TO TtoTO ^bTOlR C?1C? ^lw.-|ti?l kH^ C?*n ?tf^CTOR I RTt'^ 
c?f^f^ ?ff^-rTO nre^rft ^PT] cTOi^c^, ^tTO tor c? toto^ of 3TO 
w?? TO? ^WTO C?? CTO '^fiwlTO TOTO ^60 TORI 

?/?i CTOkTSR I TOCf^ il^ RR*?! TORI TO ??TO CRRTS Rift R1 I ?fR 
^>^54" R®^ CTO ^:ff3TO R1 --TOR 31?! ?t:TOr^ ^fTOTI agrarian 

revolution RS?1 RfR?tRr I TORI fRR’f r^RtC^ 3<.TOTK ^Ib|j1 indivi- 
dual cane ^TO CRtTO ♦ttf? I RfRltCR TORtfl^«fTf% TO^ 

^fRCR? TO TORI TO i wfjTO c? ^r?TO tori ^ cTO? 
TOT? inro i]?R??5R I TOtTO: c?to toi? to to tori 

C5trb5 — ?tTO ^ fVl R?tTOn -ffTTO ?r5f3 crfTO?M®t TOR TOR 
bC ^tro STO I iJ ?? TO TO TO TO ^ 1 CTOF ?1 CTOT ftv CTO3 

TO? fro ?TO mR c? ^ 3TO cTO cTO; to? ?) i -ijTO ?to to?i 

crfifTO?? ^3? 5nrc?» ^ crorfe iiTO to?i to tori ^ i TO?twi »r*nTO — 


Mr. SIFEAKER : Order, order. Please don’t mention any name. 


Mautvi ABDUL HAKIM ; ?? cffcTOCT ?r 3 Tt b l f r ?f% ^ 

cTO cTO erftro TOiT 3tR TOn I fro erftro^ R ^ rt Mft i TOr 
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demand C?f1rP5 — tpfl I 

3ft;9n, f^. ^ ‘ ^ ?pn ^1 w 

^ cbi^c^ ^itnr ^t5w %t?, Sf^itc^'s 
«rfinfifr ^ ^ 53iT^ c^m ^«r ^ i 

^f%Tn fcn ^ ^ffes to ^!!t^ ^mrtfri 
«rft? N3 (TFncs to? to^ 

^ ’ttrr^ c4l*flc\5 TO I ^ C^HCvi C5TC^ ^10 ^‘n’RT 

’pnr I (7r wfir^ (xti:? c^ nSTt® ^ tot i 
^0 ^ I ^fWTO ®R7 

^®ff^rnr c®r3^ c?t^ i ^I’bri ^ ct)k«i 

c^ I ^ ?fwi w%tTO '®mtb!? w cTtro; ^ cTO ’T^’?tY (Ttnr ^srRtro 
^fTOf CbTCR C^ I 5ftw^ >v!>\ i^. “^rtTY 

I fV^ ''tC^ 10 '^liH ^ I Rent 

Enquiry Committee (TI^^RT 

Mr. SPEAKER: a>Tft ^ItTO, C^ 

C^tC^C5>'M I Please don’t repeat the same thing to-day. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: TO rent reduction 

^ ^ ^ ^5tTO "TO %5TO ^ I ^®nrTO TOR TORI reduc- 
tion C^FTOF f% TOf? TO -^IvblcHi C!TO I ^f% ^FIRl 

*n3 Tfrfr TOT ^ I TOT! TOI^ ?prk*R 

^R1 TO! ^ (?TOr$ OTOT Rl I ?f^TO TORI 

reduction C^FtTOT fiF 'TOTT^ TOR I C^ Agri- 

cultural Debtors Act TO ?fsrr?n C*R1 CTO<R ^RT W% CTOH^ I '^fC*ni ?f? 
Tori reduce TO ^ ^5tTO ^fTO fTO (TT &PF1 ^TTO (7f? iTOl TO 'TO 
tC«t^ fVf% TORI TO STOR ?rTO TO? I 

TOl ?'■?!, ^TOTR TOR, C? tfS^tTf '^TOlR? section ^4?* 

Ob' TO fro Tori tor c?i:^ tor i ?f? 'stror c?TO? 05i 

TO M3 Ob' TO TO^ ^StTOT C?TO?? ?itTO8 ^ TO? CTO^ 

frc? TO Rl CTO? TO?r^ I C?5'!'C?? ?ft?I ^^sObr TORI -fPlt? 

RrCIPI StTO '■rfrofsf 2fTO C^ Ft? TOl reduction (TO?n^, 

CTO CTO TOTO ^ TOl ^^TY reduction C?tC?C'5 ! Oh TO 'S 
TO '*fyftC? C? ?1W C5lCv5 TOC? ?l ^ fbYl <Rt?CR^ (TOII ?t? I 

?t\TORC’*f? ?!25 ?tf?R TOCl^ M6f?1 tft?^ ^?f%TO3 ?\C“f? CTOP I ^??l '35tC?? 
♦ft? ?TO!rt ^ n PffR ? ?CW TOf^ TO!^ wTO RfftTOCf? tffe 
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Jnr I 'stw» ^ .c^ ^ tpi’’ ' 

C4$IC44 wnt reduction — i’lW 8*ttt 

I fV fV rent reduction »HIR5 SCT '8 I 

^ 4^ CT ■•^5^ 560 'SW ^ I 

eitt ®g1^ «RT C^ ^1W? Bengali* 3rield 

inm Revenue Commiaeion ClfPTOpt CT CT •(T’T JTff 'alvi '^•ilH) 


Mr. SPEAKER; Y ou ajifuin repeat. 


Mr. WANES KHAN: Sir, ho is saying interesting things. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: ^ 

1R7 ^ TOR ^ I ^ 

^ "srtRT ^ I ^ ^ ^ f^fivtvDk^ 

^ I roduction^^ 'BTt? vil^ TOT^t u1cl>^ 

hopelessly in debt CTOl TT^ ^ I ^tTCfrff 

jmr CTO^ ^110 ^ C\ MTO (RTTO I reduction 

^ ^ ^ I C^ <1R1 ^5^<rT 0^: 'Q 

8^: <ft^ ^STSTY I >J^N ^(Mc^ (R =^t;5n CTOR 

CWSfR tff^ ^IRRl 0\ tTTOl (?r*n 5fe> ^ I ^ 

<R ^TTO TSTfe^T tff% ^i)TOr ^Rn ^5t5R ^ CTOt 

(71^ i?T^ ^ ^fRRR C*f^ VQiV] I ^ 8^s 

<71 CTO^ ^IRRl <fRRR c^ (TTO 

^in ^ I 

^ ^ circuUtion^?[ ?fW 

1JT®f CTOrf^ 1 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move by 
way of amendment that the Bengal Kent Reduction (Temporary Provi- 
sion) Kill, 1940, be einulaled for the purymse of eliciting opinion 
thereon (with your permission) by the 31st December, 1940. 

Mauhri ABDUL WANED: »Itm. ^ 'NRR T| 

?fTpR ntUTOR ’SIRRI ^rarm ftilR ^t vi|5?f^ 

^ JTTR <71 ^nRRRC^m TJStSTS aRT TJTtOTl tp^R C ^rt C T C f^ 

^SR OTR Rcat^t'SI c4^Rfi^ I ^R*t ^*«Tf¥ ^ R c^f(5 (.®flC4?4 ?fR ^ftP^ 
Sift C^tS# ^ ?fan, iSm ^TTOT 45|RfC¥T ^ItaRl ¥ltP3 SR, v<R ^ HRR 
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I f 

^ '»r!^ (m fif^r c^twc^^ (TT^ 

^ f% c’l^ frot^ I 

^ to ^ ^ c^ ‘‘<11^ ^ m ]'* to 

fV ^ f^OTT Colt f?CT^ fV ^ ^It!n c4l^lPl“lH c^'arlu'il 

^•jlH< C^ltf^ H^4l< I ?C‘n^Hc*i^J tf^ ^fl®R1 

P ^ (TFlC? <ft^ 5Rrc^ •il^'^ (f|^- 

’*11^ ^ f%C^ tf^ 4Mf^C«iH Colt OlC^f^WH 

'MHI^ C4|H (TfC^ ^ ^c.«i fe^T tl^t ^l^*il<l 

(7f ^'-^ttlQ ^P{U^ ^ 1 

c^t^r3 ^:^f5Tc9f" ^f5tOT ^ ’nt?! 

•Ttf%^f^ C^I tpst^ 'ilCM(!.S>*< — ^tl ^s'dH f&^ll>f^o tf'*!! 'Q 'Tiri I 

(?T-wtlt^, tom 0 ^ tortfl *fc^ c^ cn ^ mtom 
S^tto T?1 TTT (Tfgtos ^ C51 ^ «ttc^ to 

C^Wf%^ HC^lit <4^ ftcftl ‘i]C»ICI?/l 

trnrf'>f c^ ? ^vffti C5tci>b 

"ipriim (7^ %I TOR— fmiTOS btt (m 
<ftw7f!?n5i tr^TtOT TOT (mtctt #n ^ i ’tc^ 

'0HPTt*fmc^m ^m-^prR (Trtrtt i *^rz to ^ ^ 

cvfc^ ?ttoton. TOm tfi3T?F ^ito c^rtropt wn^n- 

TOjmm ^ WF"! fto ^ cromc^ «tto ^- 

3Tt^‘’f Colt f^Co ^ir I TOm tom — 

to?i zn mf% ^rttrom ^fror mto 'iiiRUgR (Titter tTbrnt^f'^ c*prt?r 
cn 3rmfm 3rfr tto ^ ^ 

*mtto ^ TO^tti Pto '®(tc!^i fef^ ^rmimito 
tot ?TO51 tf^Rl TOC^rm ^vfttl 5T^ ; (7T^ feft 

^rfvf^ (R^ tf*(m ^rft nH'il^J ^<^“1 

TOF c^ ^ to? *<?fto cTOfT^ TOR mt I torat tfwl? c^ 
cnTO c*^ tortt^ CTOs Tor mt i to^ ^srtos? toe? 'sdft ?fsI? 

’CT C?to^ ^ C? ?t*TOTOt C? ?? C^, TOtC*F? TOT C? ?? 

or? ^TOf? 3n:ifT ^ii^R c5Tt^ mt c? ^imRi tots st? ?i i tot? 

CS1 ?ff% ^TOi 0\ tto <ltot? !JTO cTOrc^, TO?i TOn TOos 5tt i 
TO®r TO?1 TOT’D to TO TOTOS ^ m I ®to "ifeTOr c^, 

TOT TPiim ^toT'^^ TOT (to ; ^ tof TOt? Tots to (to, ?cw 

¥?TO? tor fwto? ?? ctocf I TOT^ ^(?TO ?r^ 

TOtrS FT? I ^ 'II^TO TOI? TORI TOTO «RT ^3?rfh5 totl ?t#TC5rtfH 
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«R»irtt5c<fif ®»ftr ^ .C4ti:»it ^ ^ i 
CTicn g-BWc't' c!n'^‘fii ?r«tr^ c^nfl 'fl’T? 

^ tpsWc^ Pic«i^ ^FftlSfra CT^ffir tpsff hi>nsu ’rfro ’R’J'’? i 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwuja Sir Naximuddin that by way of 
amen/hneiit the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the Slst December, 1940, was then put to vote and a 
division demanded. 


(After the division bell had rung and members had assembled.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before putting the motion to vote, I would like 
to draw the attention of the honourable members to one thing. I am 
surprised to hear that there are certain visitors who are not holding 
tickets and liave been brouglit in by members to lobbies which are 
intended for voting. I hope that members will see that visitors are 
not benight into lobbies an> more. It will interfere with work during 
division tinK"*. Now I do not wi.sh to take any drastic steps, but I 
hojM* members will kindly see that no visitors are brought into places 
which are reserved for voting. 

The lloiisf' then divided with the following result ; — 

AYES M. 


AMbI Atti, MavlBBa m. 

AMbI Nafti, Mr. Mirsa. 

AMbI Hast, Mr. Mia. 

AMbI Naklm, Maatvi. 

AMbI Hakim Vlkrampari, MaBivi M4. 

AMbI HamM, Mr. A.M. 

AMbI Karim, Mr. 

AMbI MaJM, Mr. SyM. 

AMBlla>sl MakmBBA, Mr. 

AMBr RBkmanf KhaB Bakaiar A. f. M. 

AMar Rahman SMtfi^i, Mr. 

AMar Raihii MahmoM, Mr. 

AMar Raaf, Khan Sahih Maatvi 8. 

Abiar Raizak, Maalvi. 

AbtfBt fhabM^, Maalvi Mi. 

Abal Haaala Abmti, Mr. 

Ab«l QaasBrn, Maalvi. 

Aftab AH, Mr. 

Ahmai All Enayatavrl, Khan Bahaiar Maalaaa. 
Ahami All Mrfiha. Maalvi. 

Alfaiaiiia Ahami, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Aawaral AHm. Khaa Bahaiar Mi. 

Aahrafali, Mr. M. 

Aahar AH. Maalvi. 

Bairaiiala, Mr. tyai. 

Bltvaa, Mr. Railfc Ul. 

Braahav. Mr. F. B. 

Oat. Mr. Aaahal OhaaBra. 

Daa. Rai taWb KHft Bhaaaa. 

Farhai Raaa Chmaihary, Mr. M. 
raalat Qaaiir. KAaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 

•araai, Mr. Oamhar f fat h. 

NatoaMla Bhaaihail. MuHvl. 

MBMliaiila Ahmai. Khaa lahih. 

NiadNaa. Mr. K. A. 

IlMaawfamaa Maalvt Mi 


Naaham All Khaa, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvt. 
HatamaHy iamaiar, Khaa lahHi Maalvi. 

Naywaai, Mr. Ragan, 
ialaluiiia Ahmai, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
iaalmaiila Ahmai, Khan tahah Maalvi. 
Maiaaiiin Oheaihray. Maalvi. 

Maaial, Mr. Birat Chaaira. 

Mahammai Ihrahim, Maalvi. 

Mahammai Salaiman, Khan lahib Maalvi. 
Maaharraff HaMiln, tba Haa’Ma Rawab. Kbaa 
Bahaiar. 

MaitagavrMl Nagat, Mr. lyai. 

Naniy, tha Haa'Ma Maharala triichanira, af 
Ootiimhaur. 

NaaaraHah, Rawahaaia K. 

Nailmaiiia, tha Haa’Ma Khwaja Sir, K.O.I.f. 
RaHaa. Mr. W. 0. 

Rahmaa. Khan Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Raifcst, tha Haa’bla Mr. Praianna Oah. 

Bailbviiia Taratiar, Maalvi. 

Bay, Mr. Ohananjay. 
tatraiiia Ahmai, HaJI. 

Sthaha-Alam. Mr. tyai. 
laHm, Mr. 8. A. 

8aa8aHah. AkHaiJ Maalaaa Dr. 

8aa tMa , Mr. Rabart. 

•araiM latam, Mr. 

8hahahaiila,Mr. Khwa|a. B. 8. E. 
liriar, Baba Utta Maaia. 

8mHh. Hr. N. BrahMt. 

Tamliaiiia Khan, tha Haa'Ma Hr. 

TaM Ahmai Bhaaihary, Maalvt Ma|l. 

WhMahaai. Hr. R. B. 

Wargaararth. Mr. W. B. 
lahar Ahmni Bhaaihary, Maalvi. 
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AMiri WalMi. Maatvi. 

Akal Paal, Mr. mi. 

■aaarll, Mr. P. 

•aatrlM, Mr. Pramatka Nath, 
■aatrli, Mr. latya Priya. 
iaraiaa, taka Skyaaia Praiad. 
■aaa, Mr. taalaak Kaaiar. 

•Iiwat. Mr. taraadra Natfc. 

■aaa, Mr. karat Okaadra. 
Okakratarty, Mr.datiadra Natk. 
Okaadkarl, Rai Naraadra Natk. 
Dat, Raka Radkaaatk. - 
Oai, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Dai auitta. iaka Kkagaadra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiraadra Natk. 
taidadal Hagaa, Kaii, 

■aag aly, Mr. Pratal Okaadra. 
■apta, Mr. dafaik Okaadra. 


Non-iC * 

i KaNa,Mr.RlikitkaRatk. 

Majaaidar, Mrt.Naaiaprava. 

Hal, Mr. laarar tkaadn. 

Maadai, Mr.Aairfla Ul. 

Maalranaaraa lilaaMkadl, Haalaaa Hd. 
Maokal Haaala, Hr. 

^ MvNiek, trijat Aikataak. 

Naasktr AH, Mr.lyad. 

Pala, Mr.iarada Praaaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. KUkari PaN. 

Roy, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
tkakidali, Mr. 
tkaaiiaddla Akarad, Mr. M. 
liaika, iaka Kikatra Natk. 

•ar, Mr. Haraadra Kaarar. 

Waliar Rakaraa, MaaJvi. 


The Ayes being G9 and the Noes 35, the motion was agreed to. 


The Bengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 1940. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave 
to introduc-e tlie Hengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion theix'on by the 30th November, 1940. 

Sir, 1 liave changed the date to 30th November, 1940, instead of 
dlst October, 1940, as stated in the agenda, as 30th Notenpher is the 
date for eliciting public opinion in a similar Bill. I hope you will 
kindly allow it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, it is commou 
knowledge that the dowry system prevailing amongst the Bengalis has 
been responsible for the self-immolation of many girls and financial 
ruination of many families of this province. As such it is a curse, 
and the abolition of this curse has been long overdue. Sir, I feel that 
this curse cannot be eradicated without State help. So I have brought 
this Bill, and yet I desire that public opinion should be gathered 
before it is considered by this House. 

* The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the Bengal Dowry 
Restriction Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by 30th November, 1940, was then put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal AgrievltunI Oabtors ,~.t) Bill, ISM. 

Mr. MIRIA ABDUL HAFIZ: I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

^ (Bhe Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mre MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1940, b<* referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble fir. Mukundu Behary Mullick, 

(2) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(3) Mr. Ahmed Hossain, 

(4) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(5) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafia, 

(6) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(7) Mr. Abdullah-al Mahnioml, 

(8) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(9) Klian Sahib Maulvi Aininullah, 

(10) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(11) Mr. Charu Chandra Hoy, 

(12) Mr. Anirita Lai Maudal, 

(13) Maulvi Waliur Hahinan, 

(14) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, and 

(15) tV mover, 

with instructions tp submit their report by the 3l8l December, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five. Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you going to accept the circulation motion? 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then no speech is necessary. 

Th« Hofi’bM Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of OoBsimbazar 
(on boltalf of ttio Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda Bohary Mullick): $ir, 1 beg 
to move by way of amendment that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 



NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. [6th Sbpt., 

The Bengal Village 8elf>Covamment (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. CHARU CHANbRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1940. 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 



The Bengal Restoration of Landlords’ Auction l^urchased Lands Bill, 

1940. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: -Sir, 1 beg to move for leave J;o introduce 
the Bengal lliest>oration of ijandlords’^ Auction Ph/cl!&|ised’Tjands Bill, 

1949, . 

(The Secretary Ihen read out the short title of the Bill). 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAS Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. “ 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill;' 1940. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Adult Education Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to mpve for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Adult Education Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, I beg further to move that the Bill be circulated for the pur- 
pose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 2nd January, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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TfM Bengal TanaiiDy (4th AnMndniMt)- Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I teg to move for leave to 
introduce thff Bengal Tenancy (4t^ Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

^ (Ihe Secretary then read o\>t the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, 1 beg further to move^that the Bill l>e circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 3 1st July, 1941. 

The motion wai ti»en put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Thenv^sis uye Bill^^of Buhu, l^hageiitlrn Nath Das 
Gupta wlii<4[' haa*l^€rr iwissed over. We wll nd'^' takt**yp that Bill. 

. Babir KHACENDRA HATH DAS CUPTA: Sir, 1 Wfr to>o^ for 

leave to introduce the Bengal Tonuiu'y (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secrelarv then read nut the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, I beg furtlie^ to move that the Bill be circulated for the 
purjio.se of eliciting opinion thereon by the ‘list December, 1940. 

The motion was then put and agrc<‘d to. 

Mr, SPEAKER: There is only one Bill left, namely, that of 
Begum Farhat Banu Khanum. On the next iion-ollicial day, we shall 
take uj) that Bill first and it will take on]> a few minutes, and, uft-er 
that, >ve shall pass on (o Non-Ofbi iul Uesolutions so that thcoc may not 
remain ai^' item on tlic agenda unfinished. 1 shall get a circular issued 
accordingly. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-50 p.m. — 

The House w'as adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 9th 
September, 1940, at the As.sembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeiiiiifi of l&e Bengi^ .Letiilatfvo Anembly asMmbled 
under the provuiom of tife Gdvemnient ^ India Abt, 1935. 

4 

Tii^ Assembly met in the Assembly, House, Calcutta, on iiaaday, 
the 9th September, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

, f 

' T * ^ 

Mr. Speaker (the Ho#hle Khan Bahadur M. Azkul Haote, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, o^oii^hle Ministers and 211 irtemhers, 


Starred qUesHIoss * 

\w which oral answers ware ghren) 

Realisation of '^gundi" or ‘<tola’* in Raj^gpur district 

< *247. Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARI^AR: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Departntent aware — 

(0 that there exists a feelipg amongst the agricultnrists of the 
Itangpur distri<*t over the question of realisation of 
or in haU, bazars, fairs and market places; and 

(//) that ill this connection a good number of arrests have been 
made under — 

(1) tl^^ General Criminal l^aws, and 

(2) the Defence of India Rules and Act P 

{()) If the answer to (a) {ii) is in the affirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of persons arrested ; 

(it) the numlier of prosecutions started; 

(ill) the number of prosecutions withdrawn; and 

(ir) the number of cases tried with results? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Senior Marketing Officer of the Governmeni 
in his bulletin of 1939 has described these exactions as illegal? 
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MINISTER in ohargt nf tha HOME VEPABTMENT (the Hon'bM 

. Khilnila Sir Nazimudcliii) : (a) (t ) Y^s. 

(ii) Some arrests were made uiTtler the Dbfence of India Act. 

(b) (i) 62. 

(4) 11 cases. 

(m) Nil. 

(tv) One case lias heeii tried in wUieh two persons were convicted; 
others are sub ^difc. 

(< ) I must refer tha honourable member to the published bulletin 
iUelf., 

‘} 

Mr. SHAHEDAILI: W^ll the Hon’bla llkiistdr be jdeused to state 
whethei the exactions of "'ioW' w*ere illeg’al? 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view of^the *fact that 
the cases are sttb judice 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ijlon’t think that is a proper question. 

Promotion of Bengal Madioal Service Officers as Civil Surgeons. 

*248.. Khan S^hib HAMIDUDDiNT AHMAD: (//) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in char^'-e ot the I'uldie Huulth and Ixieul Self-tioverninent 
J)e[>artment b(‘ plea.sed to state — 

(/) l«)w many lieii^ml Me«lieal Ser\iee offieer.s have been appointed ^ 
Civil Sur^’-eoiis — 

(1) })erniauently, and 

(2) in otbeiatin^r eapaeity, 
durinjf the lust six months; and 

(it) how many of them an? — 

(1) nindua, 

{2)^Muslims, and 
(.3) Scheduled Ca.stes? 

(b) If no Muslims or iiieFiibeis of the Scheduled CusleM have been 
80 appointed, will the llon’ble Minister be pleas4‘d to wtate what BtejiS 
he proposes to take tor the recniitmcnt of Civil Surgeon* from these 
communities y 

21 
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MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH ami LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Qacc^: {a) (i) (1) Nil. 

(2) T\v(j, viz., Dr. Harendra Nath Basil and l)r. Manmatha Nath 
Chatterjee since the 20tli April, 1940, and 5tli June, 1940, respectijeiy. 

Drs. Prat'ulla Prasun Choudhury, Jnan Banjan Banerjee and 
Ananta Mohan Dutta have also been notifiefl as Officiating’ Civil 
Surgeons, hut they have not yet assumed charge of |heir appointments. 

(u) (1) Two. 


(2) and (3) Nil. 


ih) I would refer the honpurable mei 
clauses (c)* and (d) of staried question 'Nol 224 in the current session. 


Mr. AfiUe HOSAIN AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w’hether any Muhammadan was recommended for 
promotion ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 
No. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(annwert to which were laid on the table) 

Fixation of date for election to Chittagong District Board. 

126. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: {a) Is ibe Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware of 
the notifications Nos. 387 IG. and 3872G., issfied by the District Magis- 
trate of Ghittagong and published in the Gazette of the 25th July, 1940, 
pages 2070-73, fixing the date for the election of the members of the 
District Board of Chittagong as follows: — 

Date on which jxill will be taken — The tHh December, 1940. 

Date on or before which the nominations of candidates are to be 
made — The 7th August, 1940. 

Date on which the scrutiny of nominations is to be held — The 12tli 
August, 1940. 

Date on or before which the candidature may be withdrawn — The 
14th August, 1940. 
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(b) If the answer to (<f) is in the uffiriuntlve, will the lion^ble 
Minister be pleastnl to >tatc t\\e reasons for the interval of four months 
between the dates of nomination and the election? 

(r) Is tlie Hon’ble Minister aware — 

V) that the Calcuftti (I'n.'c/tr lakes uhout a fortnight to reach 
Teknaf |K)li(e-station, the houtlierniuost extremity of the 
district ; ^ 

(ii) that the prosjH*etive candidates of that fK»rtion of the district 
will not get this information in time for filing their rtomina- 
tion pajwrs ; find 

(//?) that the menihers of the Ittuigul Ivegislutive Assembly and 
llengnl ^legislative ('ouncd representing the district would 
also be put to veunfUt-e in filing their nomination pajwre 
while the Assembly and the Council are in Session? 


{(b) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, what action does the 
Hon’ hie Minister proix>se to take for the alteration of the date of filing 
nomination as notified by the District Magistrate of (’hittagong to n 
later date in ()ctol)er, and after the Puja vacation, if j)ossil>le? 


The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BahacKir, of Daooas 

(a) The notifications in question have since been cancelled by the 
District Magistrate. 

(b) and (c) (t/t) Do not arise. 

(/■) {i) and (//) ruder the Kiiles for Direct Klecfion to District 
Hoards, the date to Ik* fixed bv the District Magi.stiule for the filing of 
nominalionH foi each constituency, should not la' later than the 
fouiteentl^ (lav after tlie date of the notificatimi calling upon the cam-*' 
stitupiicN to elect a member. The diflicully of the jaaiple of the 
southernmost extremify of the distric’t will be ob\iat(Ml by publishing 
ropie.s of the notifications fixing the date of filing nominations within 
the con.stituencies (oncerned as provided in rule 2('i) of Part IT of the 
Elec li or; Pules. 

(d) The Distinct Magi.strate will piihlish a fresh notification cailling 
for noniination.s by the end of this month. A later date cannot he fixeci 
as that would entail the fH)Htporjement of the election till the third week 
of Decemlrer next when large numbers of jx'ople of the district migrate 
to Burma for the harvesting sea.son. 


Voters of the Bengal Legislative Astembly. 

127. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KMMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, constituency by con- 
stituency, the total number of * of cb’fferent communities of the 
Provincial T>egislativo ' recently? i 
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The Hon’ble Khwajii Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Compiexe mformation is 
not availahle. 

Mf, P 0 BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
the voters; list is now complete? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; As far as I am uware 
electoral rolls of all the constituencies have not yet been published, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is .^be Hon hie Minister 
considering th^ desirability of laying that statement on the table when 
it is complete? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a hypotheticni 
question, but I may say that the information that is available to the 
members is not necessary to be supplied in this House. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Secretary then read the following* message re(*eived from the Bengal 
Legislative Council: — 

“The Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion (Amendment ) Bill, 1!M0, wap 
passed by the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil with amendment at its 
meeting ludd on the ‘-iTth August, 1940, and that the concurrence of 
the Assembly l)e asked to the amendment made in the Bill by the 
"Council ” 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Speaker Sir, the Bill, the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge told us, was in response to the widespread 
demand for improving the efficiency and the tone of the internal 
administration of the Corporation of Calcutta. He further said that 
the trend of criticism offered by several members of opposition to the 
first amendmenb»*of the Calcutta Municipal Act, viz., Act XI of 1939, 
was to the effect that there was no provision in the said amendment to 
bring about improvement in the administration of the Corporation 
which was admittedly far from satisfactory. The Hon'ble Minister 
conveniently forgets that the main grounds of opposition were, firstly, 
the introduction of separate and communal electorates; secondly, 
re-distribution and allotment of the increased seats and, thirdly, the 
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retention of the system of nomination. The Ht)n ble Mini>ter did not 
think it right to bestow any consideration on those objections and over* 
ruled them lightly, but like a very good boy he took into liis head for 
providing for remedial measures in this present Bill onl\ as desir<»d 
by 118 in the Opposition. It is indeed a gtxul gesture (jf res{»eri for 
ppii^on of the Opposition by the Government rarely shown before this. 
Much has been said of deterioration in the administrative elficiency of 
the ( nrporalion. It may be partially true as it is true in the ease of 
the Ihmgal Governnteril and one must be ah'rt that the administrative 
effH'iencv does not l.tll nil, l(» nMned\ this the self-government is 
going prat'tieally to be sui)stituted by a so-ealled go(M] (lovenmient ; 
but good Government is never a stihstitute f<»r self-governni«‘n< . Sir 
Surendra Nath quoted the following ob.ser\ alions of Lord Moilev in his 
speech in introducing the Calcutta Muuiidpal Bill. S]»eaking of 
efticiencv a.s .111 administrative factor. Lord Morley, then Mr. Moiley» 
ill the House of Commons in IJMHi observed: “We are too apt to place 
• effieienev in the foretr(»n( oi our administrative ideals and if our Govt'rii- 
ment in India were a tiifling less etheient it would perhaps be a little 
more popular ’ Please mark Lonl Morle\‘s attitude. He fell that 
efii<‘ier)c\ was not to be oMolooked but be felt aKo ibal jKqmlarity was 
also to be taken intt> considt*ration. 

It has also lieen said that appointments in th(‘ Corporation have b<‘on 
made more on personal or part> or political considerution than in the 
interest of offi(’ienc\ in the administration. Complaints have alsij been 
made liy the Hon’ble Minister that appointments made by tlie (diief 
Executive Officer were not free from the influence of the individual 
Councillors or of the party in power, that a])poin 1 inenls of uiKjUHlifipd 
and iindesirabl(‘ jiersons had Ix'en made on the same reasons which tub; 
(’hief Kxei'utive Officer could not prevent for his continuance in the 
office largi*l> depended on tin* siiflerance of the Councillors, Ald<*rmt*n 
and the party in power. Mr. Hashemy, Mr. Mandal, Mr. Shyama 
Prosad Barman and a few' others on this .side of the House had thrown a 
definite challenge* how this (rovernnienl ha<l in the past made appoint- 
ments of uinpialified and undesirable fiersons either to dislriliufe 
patronage on th<»se who have something to do with the Party Govern- 
ment in power, how they also interf<*re with day to du,\ adminislrat ion, 
how' they distribute grants U\ educational institutions of the iiroviin-e, 
stipends to individual student.s and how disenminations are shown in 
distributing other grants to nation bnibling works. Without iuter- 
ehanging words T ma_\ sugge.sf that li.sts and charts way bo prepared of 
above matters and compared. It will be evident then which of the tw’o, 
the Calcutta (Virporation or the Government are mrire guilty of the 
charge.s referred to above. It remind.s me of a popular Bengalee 
adage that ^ meaning 

literally there is ghost concealed in those mustard seeds which you are 
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usiiijr as chants to ‘.drive ghosts away. ‘ The Government which 
pretend to purify and purge the Corporation of its corruption, 
nepotism, jobbery and faroijwitism should first look backward to their 
own commissions and omissions. Both Mr. Marindin and the Hon'ble 
Minister admitted that this Bill if passed into law would cause 
substantial diminution in the powers and authorities of the Corporation. 
May I ask if temporary defaults and mistakes in a growing self-govern- 
ing institution or in an infant political inslituti()i} which are present 
in all and every such institutions are greater and graver guilt or robbing 
those institutions of their essential self-governing features — which 
have been earned through long and indescribable sufferings atid under 
forces of indomitable pressure of public o])inioti— is grejiter or graver 
crimed fiet us now examine the ])rovisions of the Bill — the remedies 
prescribed for curing the diseases of the ( orporation. 

Kfforts have been made in some cases to improve tlie drafting of the 
CaleuHa Municipal Act of l!t‘2-“i without changing the substances of the 
provision. 1 must say that the Minister has ho])elessl,\ faile«1 to do 
that and I would recjuest him not to alt(‘r the drafts if he does not 
intend to alt(‘r the intention and substance of the juovisions themselves. 
There ari' also di'fects in drafting the new (daus(*s. These defects in 
drafting may l)^' cured easiK either in tin* Select Committee or in the 
OJK'H Housi'. Tmjiortant changes suggested an* the following. By 
insertion of ik'W s(*<’tions IPA and lt)B the tTo\ eminent j)ro|K>se to suj>er- 
sede a department or depart mt'nts of the Corpoiatitm and to dissolve the 
Coriwu'ution. Its supersession the depart m(*nt su]K*rseded would be for 
the tiim* being completely officialised. The altmnative remedy of 
^issoluticm has been adopted merely, as the Ilon'ble Minister stated, to 
* make an appeal to the eh‘ctorate to return a fresh hatch of their repre- 
sentative's to replace those who are found wanting in terms of new sec- 
tion 19B. The Ilon’ble Minister has shown reverence for the opinion of 
the ratt^-payers. Why should he not show this earlier ‘r Why did he 
not place the provisions of the Bill l)efore the rate-payers for their sanc- 
tion before it is jwissed into an Act’:' These provisions of su|)t‘rhession 
and dissolution will not in any way cure the defects hut will only 
involve u huge waste of public money and involve unnecessary compli- 
cations Suppose the rate-payers elect the same persons who held 
posts of Councillors before dissolution and I believe the wronged rate- 
payers who are wronged and injured by the Government without giving 
them any opportunity to formally communicate their (►pinions on the 
Bill will vindicate their right by electing the same persons if the 
contingency of dissolution occurs at any future time. What are the 
Government going to do then? They will have nothing to do to remedy 
the defects hut to supersede all the departments of the Corporation 
under the new section 19B. The Hon’ble Minister has vainly tried to 
justify liis action by saying that the provisions are not new and are 
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based upon sections 550 and 552 of the Beng:a) Municipal Act, 1932. 
When inufassal municipalities are desiring that advanced reforms 
granted to the Calcutta Municipality shouhf he extended to them the 
Hon’ble Minister argues that safeguards and control reserved for the 
muf^ssal municipalities which are certainly newer and younger institu- 
tions than the Calcutta Corporation and prohahly recjiiired such provi- 
sions, new and young as they are, should be incorporated in the 
proposed Calcutta Municipal Hill. This is certainly not an argument 
to he advanced by one who has any idea of the progressive worhl and 
the progressive nature of the Cniver.se. Another important thing is the 
substitution of the old section 51 hy a new one. Hy this the j>ower of 
appointment of the Chief Executive Officer has been taken away by the 
Government. In this connection I wouhl like to (piote the relevant 
portion of the speech of the late Kai Ha«lhacharan Pul Bahadur 
delivered on the occasion of ermsideration of the motion for circulation 
of the Calcutta Municipal Hill of Pt2I. He .spoke as follows: “When 
‘I read the juoceedings of tin* Bengal Legislative Council of those days 
1 find timt during the Lieiitcnaiit-t iovernorship of Sir Cecil Heudon, no 
les.s a personag(‘ than Sir Ashle\ Ivlen, the Chief Secretary, iiitroduced 
a Hill giving the most <ompl<‘t<* and fullest control over civic affairs 
to the Justices (»t llie Peace Sir A.slile\ Lden in ]>roposing the legisla- 
tion observed that the ( orp(»ration vested in the Justices should he the 
Supnoue authority in all matters concerning the city. Perhaps it is 
not kiKAvn to man.\ gentlemen here — and so 1 may <lisclose the fact on 
this occasion that the ])rincipal conces.sion which the HoiLhle Minister 
is now making to the })eople of Calcutta, viz., the concession of the 
election of the head of the Executive, was actually conceded hy the 
Government in 18(>2. 1 find in the old Hill of lHfi2 as drafted by rid 

less a person than Sir Ashley Eden that the appfdntment of the chief 
of the executive, his .salary and his removal was to he left to the (’orpora- 
tion ; that was in the original Hill; this was a foretaste of democracy 
in those days.” The power that was thought pr(»per to he given to the 
Cor})oration in the year 18t»2 was given only in the year Pt23 and the 
Hon’hle Minister in the mid<lle of the twentieth century proposes to 
take that power away. Nothing <’an be more dej)lc»rable than this. 
Members of thi.s House particularly the Eurojiean members will now 
please judge if it is proper to do that. There is again a principle lying 
behind the ap]»ointment of officers in self-governing institutions by the 
Government in this country as well as in (ireat Britain. The principle 
is this — where the Government contribute a portion of the salary of 
particular officers concerned, the Government reserve the right of 
appointment of such officers and of ascertaining the salary and the terms 
and conditions of appointment. Even that question does not arise here. 
Though this Bill is taking away very important powers of the Corpora- 
tion it is giving more power to the executive officers to be appointed by 
the Government. This tendency of the present-day Government for 
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enlarging powers of indiridual officers has become very patent and 
w'as also manifest during the consideration of the Bengal Co-operative 
Societies Bill. The GovOri^ment cannot trust the Corporation consti- 
tuted with 98 elected and nominated Councillors and Aldermen but 
can trust the I.C.S. or the B.C.S. Chief Executive Officer. Control- 
ling and checking provision regarding contract up to the huge amounts 
of Rs. 10,000 has been withdrawn by this Bill. I do not know if the 
present Government which has become so fond of I.C.S. men will in 
the near future pass resolutions recommending to the British Parlia- 
ment that provisions should be made for appointment of I.C.S. 
Ministers for securing efficiency. There are other minor objectionable 
clauses which I do not propose to examine here. I have doubts as to 
whether the proviso clause and the sub-clause l(aa) to clause 45 
relating to construction of railways have or have not been ultra vires 
of section 181 of the Government of India Act. There are a few provi- 
sions in this Bill which are improvements on the present Act. I may 

mention clause 7 us an instance by which franchise has been greatly 

extended. I am not, however, satisfied with this and wish that 
franchise may soon be extended to all adult residents of the city 

irrespective of any consideration as to whetlier they pay rates or not. 

(Considering the suggested changes as a whole I am inclined to remark 
that changes have been against democrat isation and liberalisation of the 
self-governing institution, have been with a motive to transfer power 
and control from rate-payers’ representatives to the Government, that 
is, from one political party to another and have been retrograde ones 
and against the history and tradition of all the progressive countries in 
the world. We surely like that more substantial political powers and 
privileges in the administration of central and provincial Governments 
are granted to us. If that be so, more powers should as well be 
granted to the self-governing institutions to keep pace with the 
politically progressing Governments in the country, for in the words 
of Sir Surendranatli ; “You cannot have an advanced modern system 
at the top with mediieval formuhe working vigorously at the bottom. 
You cannot have a golden turret mounted on a decaying and cnimbling 
edifice.” In considering this Bill of tremendous importance we must 
not forget that the present-day cry all over the world is more liberalisa- 
tion, more dejnocracy, wider popular representation and authority, 
more independence and lesser outside interference. Does the Bill 
satisfy this test? It does not. It is really the contrary to what is 
wanted and is opposed to the rules and canorns of self-governing institu- 
tions. The defects pointed out could be very well cured by providing 
for exemplary punishment to individual Councillors who abuse their 
powers and position, by making provisions that the Building Committee 
must not delay granting approval to parties concerned if the plana 
are not opposed to rules and by-laws and that if the approval is not 
given within a certain time the builder is free to commence work even 
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without receiving approval* if the plans contra vehe no statute or bye- 
laws, by making provisions describing the minimum qualifications for 
holding office including that of the Chief Exetutive Officer and making 
special provisions regulating contracts and other engagement and not 
by ^minishing the jwwers of the Corporation for the faults of 
iifdiviaual Councillors or Aldermen. These are suggestions, Sir^ 
which are not mine, but are taken from Mr. Atkinson’s Handbook of 
* ‘Local Government Law”. Please do not. therefore, introduce drastic 
changes which may evoke bitter controversy and countrywide agitation 
at a time when peace and harmony are w'hat are needed the most. 
Changes may be good or bad. That is not the question. The question 
is whether the changes are not very drastic ones and whether they do 
not require very careful and dispassionate scrutiny and (^nsiderntion. 
The changes introduced by the (’alcutta Municipal Act of 192d were 
undoubtedly distinct improvement. s on the then existing Act. Yet 
before the Pill was referre<l to a Select Committee a conference of 
representatives was convened to consider the ilraft Pill and though it 
received the .support of the conference it was again formally circulated 
for eliciting public opinion tliereon. It is interesting to note the speech 
delivered by the then Minister in charge of the Municipal Pill while 
introducing the said Pill. lie said, ”1 explained to them at tho 
conference and I repeat what I then said that the Government would not 
favour these changes if they went wholly and tlecisively against tho 
wishes of the people concerned.” Should not the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge imitate this attitude and square up all differences and send 
the Bill for circulation for eliciting public opinion thereon? If evefl 
after this the Government would not stir or budge and stick to their own 
motion I shall conclude (juoting the remarks tliat fell from Sir Siirendra- 
nath. theli Mr. Surendranath, in opposing the passage of the reactionary 
Mackenzie Bill of 1899 for I cannot coin language to give better and 
stronger expression to our feelings than by quoting him here. He- 
spoke as follow s You w ill never be able to roll back the tide of 
progres.s which ha.s set in with such irresistible force in the country. 
The forces of progress will triumph over the forces of react if)n”. lake 
Mr. Banerjee we w'ill live in the hope and tru.st that better wisdom 
will soon prevail and the inestimable boon of hjcal self-gf)vernment will 
not be disturbed. 

With these words, Sir, T support the motion for circulation of the 

Bill. 

Mrs* HASINA MURSHED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must confess to » 
feeling of* genuine surprise that the Bill which is Wfore us should have 
evoked criticism, the magnitude of which is comparable to that which 
was set on foot by what is known as the Ilbert Bill. The difference* 
between the two. however, is that whereas much of the agitation in 
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the former case was^justified from the point of view of Indian 
nationalism, much of the criticism 4n the present case is based on the 
apprehension that the Oorj^ration of Calcutta will cease to be the 
monopoly of a particular community. Sir, the Bill has been attacked 
mainly on the ground that it is a retrograde measure inasmuc^^ as it 
seeks to divest a self-governing institution of some of those powers 
which were conferred upon it by Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee of revered 
memory as early as 1923. Mr. Speaker, Sir, in my humble opinion the 
fallacy underlying the argument is this. Tlie Government of 1923 was 
fundamentally different from the Government of to-day. The present 
Government itself is a self-governing institution based ultimately as it 
is on the suffrage of the people and answerable to their representatives 
in this liegislature. It is, therefore, a mistake to characterize the Bill 
AB a retrograde measure. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I for one will describe the 
Bill as a measure of corrective reform designed to centralise powers of 
< 5 ivic administration for the purpose of remedying the defects whkh are 
alleged to exist in the Corporation of Calcutta. 

Now, the question that arises is whether or not this centralisation is 
justified. Un this particular point, Sir, there is. to my mind, ample 
-evidence to show that the Corporation has rig)itl\ or wrongly forfeited 
the confidence of the majority of the people's representatives in this 
House. This fact alone justifies the Bill which is before the House. 
The two main features in the Bill which have been subjected to severe 
-criticism are the appointment of a (bjvernment servant as the ('hief 
Executive Officer and the appointment of a Service ('ommissiou. With 
.regard to the former. Sir, may I remind the House that the Bill provides 
for the removal of the officw if he loses the confidence of the two-thirds 
<oi the Councillors?' This is, I think, an adeciuate answer, to the 
< 5 riticism that the Chief Executive Officer would be entirely independent 
.of the good opinion of the (Councillors. AVith regard to the latter, there 
oannot be any manner of doubt that it is a salutary provision. 

Sir, T listened with great interest to the speech made the other day 
f>y my esteemed friend, Mrs. Sen Gupta. As far as I could understand 
her, she was opposed to the Bill, because she thought that the Corpora- 
tion was functioning quite properly. To-day, I support the Bill 
because I consider it to be essential to enable the Corporation to func- 
tion more efficiently than now. I desire. Sir, to emphasize that we on 
this side of the House yield to none in our solicitude for maintaining 
the integrity of all self-governing and democratic institutions in our 
<jountry, but that does not mean, Sir, that we should acquiesce in the 
manner of the administration which has apparently failed to inspire the 
4 »nfidence of the majority of the House. In these circumstances, I 
^aupport the motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

BiU- 
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Mff SA8AMKA SEKHA'R 8ANYAL: Sir, Iiain afraid that much 
'of the dincussion that has coiue from the other side of the House has 
been beside the point. Sir, the two questions 4)efore us are whether the 
Bill should be cirmlated for the purfH^se of elicitinj^ public opinio*n, or 
whether it should he referre<l to a Select (Vuumittee. Sir, no justifioa- 
ti^n fras been made out by the sup|H»rters of (iovernment as to why 
the Bill should not be circulated for elicitin^r public opinion thereon. 
Sir, if the Bill is (irculated for public opinion, this House or for the 
matter ot that the Select ('onnnittee is to that extent better equipixsd 
for pursuing- the provisions ol the Hill, and the heavens would not 
have fallen u|K)n the shouhleis of the Government or of the ('oalition 
Party or of the Provim-e if onl\ a month more Was taken b)r consulting 
the hole (juestion with iefcr«*nce \o the public j)pinirui in the back- 
grouml. But if the matter goes stiaightawax to the Scleit ('funmittee 
there is every risk that wc aie counting without the host, .\tter all 
whatever jwovision.s have been a<lvanced by the Government Party, 
these provisions are sworn in the name of the puhli(\ It they are 
sworn in tln‘ nam(‘ of public and public intcrc.st, !• fail to understand 
why the prim-ipal fa(‘t<»r, namelv, jmhlic opinion, should md In* eon- 
61) It ed in the matter. Sir, whib* tbe Secomlary h'ducation Bill was 
consnlered some of tbe s)>eukers on tbe other side (jUoliHl, as an examjde, 
that lh(* Bengal Tenancs Art was not circulated and that the Bengal 
Money-benders’ Bill ivas not circulat(*d, hut thev have missed one 
fiindainental constitutional asjiect of the matter. Because the Iasi 
general elections were fought in all tickets with certain election mani- 
festoes, and all party election mariifcstocs included the questions of the 
Tenancy Act and the Mfmey-Ti<Midevs’ Bill. Therefore the House had 
the \crdict of the juihlic behind it in going straight into the question 
of the Befigal Tenancy .\ct and the Bengal Money-Lenders’ Bill. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD; But still you oiqH>6ed it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, we never opixised it. 
But here, the (|UPstion is different. No fiarty, not even ithe blessed 
Muslim lieague Party fought the election on the question either of the 
Secondary Education Bill or on the qne.stioii of the (’alcutta Municipal 
Amendment Bill. (A voice from the Coalition Bench: (Vrtainly, 
we did.) No, you did not, I challenge anybody to find out from 
any of the election manifestoes that they fought the election on the 
basis of these (|ue«tions. It is only fair and it is only constitutionally 
desirable whenever a controversial piece of legislation is introduced into 
the House and when this issue has not been before the public in any of 
tbe elect iop manifestoes that the public should be consulted by all 
means. Sir, the question is ira|x>rtant not merely from the point of 
view of Calcutta, but from tbe point of view of Bengal. Because, 
aj^reheusions have been expressed by some of our friends on tbie 
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side of the House tha^ it is only the beginriing of a persecuting process 
which is to be followed up to not merely the municipality but also the' 
rural areas. Therefore, *the whole matter must be placed before the 
public of Bengal before any verdict is placed in this House either openly 
or by the backdoor of the Select Committee. Even if it is taken to be 
a narrow (luestiou of the Calcutta public, well, I submit, that the 
Ministers, the Government and the Coalition Party ought to have faced 
public opinion of Calcutta at least. Sir, my friends on the other side 
have glibly opined that the public is behind them. If the public is 
behind them, why are they afraid of facing public opinion? Sir, the 
Calcutta public has expressed itself through the Press and the jdatform 
and even thn)Ugh the Corporation itself. The Cor]x)ration which by 
all fair means of calculation is a very ini|)ortant party has exj>re88ed 
itself against this Bill, and I do not know what answer my honourable 
friend, Mr. Siddiqi, the Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation, who is now 
absent, will have to offer in reply to this persecuting Bilk Sir, 
this avoidance of jmblic opinion 8UpjM)rts our apprehension that it is not 
at all a Bill to ini4>rove the Cori>oration hut it is a Bill for ulterior 
purposes behind the minds of the Ministers, and the Party which 
supfwrt the Ministers. Sir, w'e may he excused if we express our 
apprehensions that it is not to remove the corruptions, hut it is rather 
nn uiteinj»t at ousting the OpiH)sition from whatever seats they are 
holding in the province of Bengal, and it is a beginning in that direc- 
tion. Sir, according to Parliaimmtar^' principles we have read and 
learnt that there is a convention tor ousting the (hnaTument , hut we 
have not yet understfanl anywhere any precedent nor that there is a 
process of ousting the ()p|X)sition, hut here the Bengal Government, not 
sati.sfied with the resources of the Treasury Benches, not satisfied with 
the resources of the Government proper, are trying to e.^iond their 
resource.s so that the consolidation of the Ministerial Party mav be 
more complete. It is an ojxm secret that although the loaves and fishes 
of office at the dis|K)sal of (fovernment are liberally at the disjx)sal of 
the i>arty, still there are factors and factions which are not yet satisfied, 
and so a CSprporation Slaughtering Bill was considered necessary, not 
because the Corporation of Calcutta is to he saved but lx?!cau8e the Cor- 
poration and Calcutta have got to he phu'ed at the dinner table of the 
Coalition Party. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been said that the Corporation is a victim 
to interferences, and who in Bengal does not know that from Writers* 
Buildings down to the Cnion Boaid offices, even j^etty nominations are 
subjected to much interfering handling on the i)art of Government even 
for a mere seat for any one who ivS siipiwsed to be a supporter of the 
Coalition Party? 

Then, Sir, it is said that there is too much nepotism and corruption. 
I was surprised to hear these things from mv friend, Mr, Abdul Ijatif 
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Biswfts. We belong to the* OpixMition, but Oppesition is suppoaed to 
•have a height which the Coalition Party is supposed not to possess. I 
would not like to enter into i)ersonal references, but will the sup- 
porters of the Coalition Party explain how a pleader from the Dacca 
Bar who was returned to this Assembly from the Dacca constituency 
aj^d Aken into the Alipore Police Courts became one of the pleaders 
attached to the i>anel of the said Courts in supersession certainly of 
existing and l)etter claims of others!' Is it not giving patronage, is it 
not nejotism, is it not corruption, particularly when we find that the 
gentleman who lias been so liberally promoted is physically unfit, at 
least, who is deal of hearing!' I am not going to mention names, and 
my friends will understand themselves. So, Sir, the writing on the 
wall is clear that the (’orporation revenues which are almost e<]ual to 
the revenues of the Assam GovernrncMit — these revenues are nectvssary 
for the Government Party. The Government cannot satisfy this Party, 
cannot maintain the integrity of the Party. Therefore, another Gov- 
on men t is necessary — a Government which by all decent procedure may 
go into the hands of those is^rsons who contribute to the upkeep and 
inti 0(1 action of democratic advancement of the country — for the bring- 
ing into control of that Government the ()piK»sition will have to be 
ousttsl, and this Party, the (,'oalition Party, will extend its gagging 
powers to that department and to that institution. So I submit that 
i^ is no use concealing things. Let us be straight and clear. My 
friend, Mr. Rasik Lai Risw'as, has now be(!ome from Uusik 1/al the 
Kaithful to Rasik I.al the Faithless. He is running into raptures over 
the provisions of this Bill, and T hofie his justifiable or unjustifiable greed 
probably will he satisfied by his supjMut of ibis Bill, hut there are 
others who do not pav<' the way which he is treading, and for them the 
position it clear. We must resist this Bill tooth and nail and from top 
to bottom. It is not in a spirit of levity or i><*tulance that the Ouigresfl 
Party or another 8P< tiou of the O]>i> 08 ition has decided to non-eo-of)erate 
with the Select Committ(»e. It is not in a spirit of levity, I say, 
l)ecaust‘ if my friends of the Coalition Party will remember, in other 
Bills in which we have differed we have contributed to the im]U'ove- 
ments of the Bill l>ecauhe although we differed in details we did not 
differ in fundamentals, but here we differ in fundamentals because we 
consider that this Bill as the previous Bill, the Secondary Education 
Bill, i.s a Bill not calculated to do any good to the province or the city; 
it is a Bill which is conceived in a spirit of raf»e and which is going to 
be executed in a spirit of ravishment. Therefore, we nni^t resist it 
by all means, and we want to make it perfectly clear that even if we 
fight with our back to the wall, we must fight up to the last ditch, 
and I her^ want to warn my friends of the Coalition Party, and 1 
would request them to consider the matter in a spirit of prudence and 
in a spirit of statesmanship. We are determined even if we are in a 
minority, and we believe that at least a strong section of public 
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opiuiou — that ix)rtioH|Of public opinion wMch has always been in the 
vanguartl of all movements which meant immense sorrow for them-* 
selves but ultimate ben^t for the country — in that spirit we must 
proceed, and I must ask my friends on the other side not merely to be 
carried away by numerical majority, because after all numerical 
majority is not the last word. If we have been able with our fdeak, 
with ouj small equipment, to resist the gieat European power in cer- 
tain measures, if we have been able to march ahead to some extent, 
we assure our friends of the Coalition Party that we shall be able to 
correct their mistakes, to remove their blunders and to be able to 
vindicate our cause which is not only the cause of the electorate which 
we represent but also the cause of the electorate which the members of 
the other party are now misrepresenting. 

With these words. Sir, I beg to support the motion for circulation. 

Mr, JATINDRA NATH BASUS In dealing with the constitution 
of local bodies the trend has been to extend wider and wider the sphere 
of popular control. In progressive countries civic functions are exer- 
cised by local bodies untrammelled by interference by the State, except 
by way of general siipervisiori. It is for the State to foster the sense 
of civic resjxmsibility. The crii>pling of self-governing local bodies by 
permanently taking away jwwers is hardly the right method to corre^ct 
irregularities, if and when they occur. There have been defects in 
public bodies, civic and legislative, which have required correction. 
Take the case of the British Parliament. Serious defects like jxicket 
hoiouglis continued until so late as 18dd. But prognvss was achieved 
not by the extension, hut by the shrinkage of royal prerogatives, and by 
the oxteiisioii of popular control. 

The process is seught to be reversed in the case of the Calcutta 
CoriKiiution. It came into existence 04 years ago. It is no longer an 
infant, incapable of understanding its duties and of carrying them 
out. But the treatment, that is intended to he extended to it by this 
Act, has been conceived on the assumption, that it has no power of 
judgment and no power to correct itself. Sir, the munici|>al law, which 
this Bill seeks to alter in a drastic manner, already pnnides a proper 
procedure in case of defects and irregularities that may occur in the 
working of the Corporation. Section 15 of the Act of H123 enables 
Government to requii*e return!i, statements and reports to be furnished 
by the Corporation. Section 16 enables Government to depute one or 
more officers to. inspect and examine the departments, and the work o! 
the Corporation. Section 17 authorises Government to require the 
Corporation to take corrective action to the satisfaction of Oovemment. 
Section 18 provides that in default of the Corporation complying with 
the requisitions made by Government, Government may appoint a 
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person with power to take necessary action. Sec^on 19 jfiyes Govern-* 
pie!it the power to annul the prooeedings of the' Oor|)oration after 
considering any representation that may be ni|de by the Corimration. 

Sir, the public have a right to demand of Government if any of 
these powers already vested in Government has bt*en sought to bn 
exercised. If defects and irregularities have been found, why have 
Government failed in their duty, and neglected to apply the corrective 
which they had in their hands ‘f I pause for an answer. 

For a l)ody like the Government of Bengal, which should take its. 
work seriously, the failure to apply the elementary principles of public 
administration in its dealings with autonomous self-governing local, 
bodies is a grave neglect of duty. 

When a person is charged with an offence, light or heinous, specifici 
charges are formulated against him, and he is afforded an opimrtunity/ 
to answer and to clear himself. By this Bill, Government is seeking 
to pas!? a sentence on one of the oldest civic bodies in India, which 
will have the effect of crii>pling and disfiguring the Municipal Corpora-, 
tio'i of the second City in the British Empire. This is going to be 
done without an enquiry worthy to be so calleil, and without any 
opportunity whatsoever being afforded to the accused (Wporation to 
clear itself of the charges. 

In this ease, we are faced with the absence of any preliminary* 
enquiry and the formulation of any charges. If what is very vaguely 
shadowed forth in the Statement ot Objects and lleasons annexed to 
the Bill may be said to l>e the charges, then it is nn insult to the 
intelligence of the mem hers of this House to ex|>ect them to act ujK)n 
them. They are no charges at all. 

The po’^ers sought to be vested in Government under clause 5 of 
the Bill of annulling of its own motioniw'ithout |>reliminary enquiry or 
explanation the proceedings of the Corpfjration or of any (’ommitteo 
or Sub-Committee of the CorfK>ration are of a drastic character. 

The Bill also lavs down that the power of dissolving the CoriK)ration 
may also be exercised by Government without enquiry and without a 
statement of the charges or calling for an explanation. I tinist 
honcurable members will carefully consider the implications of clause 
6 before coming to a decision on it. 

Sir, as regards appointment of officers, the Councillors and Aider- 
men, who are and will continue to be directly responsible to those that 
send them to the Corporation and to the public generally, will be 
depirved of the power to appoint the personnel required for carrying 
out any scheme or policy. If it is intended to convert the Corporation " 
into a mere debating society, no better method could have been chosen 
th^Q the one contemplated by the Bill in the matter of the appointment 
of the Chief Executive Officer and other members of the staff. The 
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power of choosing thp tools should be in the hands of those, who are 
vested with the responsibility for the working of the machine. If the- 
spirit of self-government^is intended to be fostwed and developed, iben 
the facilities for the exercite of the power of Government should not 
be taken away. Such a course is likely to result in the paralysis and 
ultimate death of true self-rule. ^ ^ 

I may call attention to the provision about the appointment of the 
Chief Executive Officer. It has been so provided that the Chief Execu- 
tive Officer may be appointed only from amongst men of the Indian 
Civil Service and from men on the Executive side of the Provincial 
Service. It is assumed that capable men cannot be found anywhere 
else except in those two services. In this connection I may refer to 
another imix)rtant local body, viz., the Port Trust of Calcutta. There 
have been Chairmen and most successful Chairmen of the Port Trust 
who have neither been Revenue Collectors nor Deputy Magistrates. 

With the limited time at my disjwsal, it is not possible to deal with 
the details of the Rill. I approve of the projwsals for an extension of 
the franchise, which are steps in furtherance of self-government. 

Regarding a Service Commission, no ground has been made out 
why Government should apix)int such a Commission. The C/orporation 
is a large and important body. If it is thought likely that political 
considerations would influence the appointment of a Commission by the 
Corporation, the same apprehensions attach to appointment of a Com- 
mission by Government, In this res})ect, the ("Jorporation may pro- 
Imhly claim that greater trust should he rej>osed in them, inasmuoli as 
thc^ leaders and followeis of those, that control Government and 
Government measures and action, leave this House in no doubt which 
way theii strong leanings are. v 

Sir, the manner in which this measure has been thrust upon this 
House shows haste, the reason for whicli has not been explained. Only 
last year, a measure was pu8se<l vitally affecting the constitution 
of the Corporation, by taking aw’ay the quantum of representation from 
eome quarters, and by extending representation in other quarters. It 
was expeote<l that Government would allow* the changes so effected in 
the composition of the Corporation to work sufficiently long to enable 
Government to decide if they deemed any other stejw to he necessary. 
But before a year is out, the present Bill is introduced taking away 
important powers from the people of Calcutta, and the Corporation, 
which is supposed to represent them. 

Sir, T oppose the Bill and the reference of it to a Select Committee. 

Mr. HEM CHAMDRA NASKER: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 1923, late 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee of revered memory, the then Minister |br 
Local Self-Government, deofficialised the administration of the 
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Caleuy^ta Corporation by amending^ the Calcutta Municijlttl Act. He 
uraa ike first man in India who urged the demand for Dominion Status, 
as his main aim was to democratise India, a<!d with this end in view, 
he sowed the first seed of democracy in this city, to grow. According 
to tlm Act of 1923, the municipal affairs of Calcutta came under th^ 
cantrol of the representatives of rate-payers. The Chief Executive 
OflBcer was to be appointed by them. The constitution of the Corpora- 
tion had been democratised by broadening the franchise, by abolition 
of plural voting and admission of females into the electorate. 


The Calcutta Municipal Amendment Act of 1933 somewhat 
diminished the elements of self-government with a view to bring the 
administration under the control of the Provincial Government. The 
present Ministry amended the Municipal Act in 1939 and increased 
the number of seats without any rhyme or reason, as it was neither 
based upon the ratio of population, nor upon the proportion of tax paid 
by the rate-payers and introduced separate electorates and thereby 
divided the rate-payers into two distinct compartments — Muhammadan 
and non-Muhammadan. So this measure was rightly called as the 
“Black Bill” by the Nationali.sts. 

Now the pre.sent Ministry wants to transfer power from the hands 
of the Coimcillors and place it under their own full control. So they 
want to amend the Municipal Act. on the plea tlmt the experien(*e of 
the working of the Municipal Act, 1923, during the last 1(1 years had 
demon.strated that the political views oi the party in power in the 
Cor])orati(Ui have largely influenced the day-to-day administration of 
the Corporation with the result that the eflicieiicN of administration 
has been impaired and that the appointments to posts under the 
Corporation have often l>een made on personal or party consideration, 
and comi)laints of maladministration •* in various deiuutmcnts of the 
Corporation, which can be traced often to a deliberate evasion or 
infringement of provisions of law, have been persistently brought to 
the notice of the Government. But the charges have not been 
substantiated. My humble self who had the privilege to be in touch 
with tlie ('aleiitta Corporation for the last 10 years cannot but deny 
the charges. The pu.st re<‘ords of the Calcutta Corporation w'ill show 
that the charges are unfounded and without any justifiention. There 
is no .^solitary organisation in the civilised world, which is perfect in 
administering its affairs. As regards the Calcutta Corporation, I 
find that during these 10 years, it has not only remarkably improved 
the conditions of the city by improving (he roads, and drainage system 
on scientific method, water-.supply, but also improved the condition by 
its social lervica^, viz., primary education, mai 4 *rnity units, children 
welfare works^ etc. As a matter of fact, Corporation affairs as have 
h^herto been administered leave no room for any party's grievances. 
If any serious complaint had been made to the Government as regards 
22 
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maladministration, the Government would ‘have at least asked for an 
explanation from the Corporation, because they have got such powers. 
But I do not know of any su^h occasion when the Government took any 
step against any sort of maladministration. Though the appointments 
^ere sometimes made on personal or party influence yet justice and 
fequity were preserved and merits were always given due conside^tioga. 
The Government always approved the recommendations and not even 
awingle case had been referred back to the Corporation even for 
reconsideration. Take for example, the services of Mr. J. C. Mukerjea, 
as Chief Executive Oflicer under section 17 of the Act. The Local 
Government hud pow^r to direct the Corporation to take action when 
any of its duties, imposed by the Act, has been performed in an 
imperfect or inefficient manner, and also under section 18 they have 
got the power to appoint some person to take action, as required by the 
Government and to take drastic steps and to deal with these cases. 
But these sections w’ere never applied. Therefore, these allegatipps are 
not only false but malicious. 

In this present Bill, a provision has been made that the Chief 
Executive Officer shall be appointed by the Provincial Government and 
not hy the Councillors. He shall hold office for a renewable term of 3 
years, with the object of making him subservient and amenable to the 
Ministry. The Provincial Government shall appoint a Service Com- 
mission composed of a Chairman and two members (me of w’hom shall 
be a Mohainmadan, to appoint the officers of flu* Calcutta Corporation 
and thus the Corporation shall be deprived of the power of appointing 
its important officers, ("lause o (»f this Bill w’anls to amend section 14 
by giving the Provincial Government power to annul any proceedings 
of the Corporation or any Standing Committee, etc., and clause 0 wants 
to introduce section IDA whereby the Government is empowered to 
supersede the action of any Department of the Corporation 

If this Bill is passed, what are the necessities of the Councillors or 
Committees With these clauses of the Bill the powers of the 
Councillors will be crip[>led in every way and they shall have the 
position of Ministers without portfolio, and the officialization of 
Corporation shall be completed. The Chief Engineer, the Chief 
Accountant, the Chief Health Officer, the Secretary, the Deputy 
Executive Officers and every servant of the Corporation carrying salary 
exceeding lls. oOO per mouth shall be appointed for a renewable term 
of 5 years. This system should be discarded at all times, only because 
good services can never be expected from those officers whose services 
are periodically dependant on the good graces of the members of an 
extraneous body or commission. In that case, the officers with the 
help of their subordinates shall always try te satisfy the Service 
Commission and the Provincial Government, for the renewal of their 
own services and shall not be able to look after the benefit and welfare 
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of the rate-payers. Judging these main provisions of this Bill, I find 
‘the inner spirit of the Bill is anti-national and undemocratic. In my 
opinion the main principles of democracy should always be maintained. 
If this Bill be passed into law, it would mean the death-knell to self- 
government. It is an irony of fate that the Government proposed to^ 
lower the franchise and seemed thereby to pay a tribute to the principleir^ 
of democracy, but at the same time they are out to kill the principle of 
democracy in the administration of Corporation. 4 

An^’way, Sir, I think this Bill is retrograde in character and dero- 
gatory in tone. So prudence requires that the Bill should be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion thereon. We will then be in possession of 
facts and figures to ascertain in a convincing way that the Bill will 
at least promote the interest of those for whom it is meant to be 
introduced. 

Malawi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support 
the circulation motion. I have read the Bill very carefully, and at 
the same time 1 have heard tlie speakers, the Hon ’hie Nawnb Bahadur 
and downwards, and still I could not clear my mind from tlie idea that 
the Bill has been broiigbl with vengeance. The present Government 
are taking away, by u mere wave of hands, the lift»-long work of a great 
patriot, Sir Surendra Nath Bnnerjee who was connected with the 
Calcutta l/orjHjration tlir(»ughout his whole life. The Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act of is a legacy left to the nation by that great patriot, 

and may I ask, why the present Ministry is demolishing tliat monument 
on Bimsy grounds. They say that the administration was influenced 
largely by party system, and that a few posts were given to the party 
men. Are these sufficient grounds, I ask, to supj^rcss the self-governing 
in.stitution%f the premier city of the Kastf* Will any fool believe that 
such a grave sin can be committed on such flimsy grounds. 1 ask in 
all seriousness will any .sane man set fire to his own house, if one 
of his brothers mismanages the household affairs P For half a century 
our countrymen fouglil tm)th and nail to wrest from the unwilling 
hands of the Government the autonomous constitution for the great 
city. The present Government is going to undo the achievement. Does 
the Nawab Bahadur who has carefully tended a lump of flesh even 
for a moment consider what he is doing? What will be the effect of 
the Bill if it is passed into law. The Mayor will not be allowed to 
appoint Bis officers nor he will be able to sign contracts. What will he 
do then? Our self-styled Ala Hasrat i^suai Ahdur Rahman Siddiqi 
will be reduced to the position of a keeper of the municipal buffaloes 
only (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: AH I wish to say is tliat you may do whatever 
you like with the Mayor, hut I think you should address a member 
of this House in a proper manner. 
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Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I submit, Sir, the Mayor of 
tlie Calcutta Corporation will be reduced to the position of the keeper 
of buffaloes, or he will be the Director of the conservancy carts or he 
will be the dif^nified Lord of the municipal dhangars or at best he may 
be the magnificent Superintendent of the refuse dumps at Chringri- 
hatta. Will that Mayor feel comfortable? Will any self-resfSSectijpg 
man consent to be a Mayor if this Bill is passed into law? Then, again, 
clothed with these powers they will set up an all-powerful, all-knowing 
Civilian or a mighty znhardast Deputy Collector or Deputy Magistrate 
as the Chief Officer. Sir, I do not know who will be that blessed 
creature — may be a brother-in-law or a nephew-in-law or any kind of 
in-law of a Hon’ble Minister of the present Cabinet. But that will not 
be nepotism because the appointment perhaps will be made in the 
name of Islam or in the name of efficiency ! But will that estimable 
gentleman be beyond all reproach and approach? Where is the 
guarantee? Will he be like the Ceasar’s wife as I suggested the other 
day when Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was speaking? Was not the 
District Magistrate of Mymensingh found guilty only a few years back 
of bribe-taking? AVas not the Superintendent of Police in the district 
of Rangpur found guilty of illegal gratification? Was not a civilian 
gentleman holding the highest post in the India Government found 
guilty of a base conspiracy as disclosed in the Munition Board case 
during the last war? Let the Hoii’ble Minister answer. Government 
say again tliat the Corporation Chiel was under the influence of the 
Councillors. Good. But will not the proposed Executive Officer be 
directly under the thumb of the Cabinet Ministers? Or, is it a fact 
that tlie present Cabinet Ministers of His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal are demi-gods so that they will not send private letters to the 
gentleman t^oncerned? Or, will there be an officer of the Crown who 
will dure disobey the formidable Nawab Bahadur of Dacca? Let the 
world have an answer. Did I not find four Cabinet Ministers issuing 
private letters to the then Subdivisional Officer of Gaibandha to inter- 
fere with judicial work? Did I not find Ministers interfering even 
with Central Elections to pamper their party-men only a few months 
back? Did 1 not find the Hon’ble Minister issuing private instructions 
to the Commissioners of Divisions, to the District Magistrates, to the 
Subdivisional Officers and even to the Circle OflScers to manipulate 
Union Board nominations in order to please the M.L.A’s. of their o?m 
group? (Cries of “Shame, shame” from the Opposition Benches.) 
Shall I yet believe that these gentlemen are beyond all reproach and 
are, as I said, demi-gods? Rather I shall assume that the Cabinet 
Ministers are trying to usurp for themselves the power and influence, if 
any, exerted by the much maligned Councillors of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration. 

There are some proverbs in Bengal, and one of them raya that idiots 
find pleasure even in killing a milch cow. 
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^ I Another says that a ’lunatic finds secret • satisfaction even in 
‘killing his own mother^ Did I not find that kind of spirit in the 
present* Bill? It is said that certain officft^s of the Corporation, 
especially the Chief was slipposed to be under the evil influence of the 
Couni^llors. So our divine Government must have the power tQ 
suppress the Corporation or any department of it and appoint the 
Chief themselves! That is, a state of affairs must be created where 
not only the Chief but the Corporation and the whole of it must be 
under the perpetual fear of being driven out if they failed to satisfy 
the tin-gods of Dalhousie Square. Fine and irrefutable logic no doubt T 
And we are to believe that such a Corporation wUl be a Corporaiionr 
where party government or any evil influence will not be found. Sir,, 
they speak of mismanagement in certain departments of the Corjmra- 
tion. But is that a good ground for this drastic remedy? Are not 
there Deputy Collectors, or Sub-Deputy Collectors in Bengal wha 
will b« able to handle files better than some of the Cabinet Ministers of 
the present-day? (Question!) Was not a Cabinet Minister only a few 
years back found guilty of giving out (hibinet secrets in England? Are 
not the Court of Wards’ Managers managing the zemindaries of Bengal 
better than most of the disqualified landlords of Bengal? But, Sir. is 
that a good ground for sending the (Cabinet or Cabinets into liquidation 
or will that be a gcuul ground for abolishing the zemindary system of 
Bengal? (Dr. N \i.in \ksii.\ S\nvm. : Hear, hear.) Sir, as I was 
listening to tlie speeches one after another of the supporters of the 
Bill 1 was tempted to call the .speeches nay the Bill itself as so many 
reports of the Drain Inspector. These gentlemen fouml only refuse, 
dung-lieaps, night-soil tliroughout the whole adnjinistralion of the 
Calcutta Corporation. But may I request those gentlep^ui to remember 
the state flf affairs existing before the Congress ]*urty came to power 
in the Corporation? As was riglitly pointed out the other day by 
Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta, free ])rimar\ education and free treatment of 
the poor in innumerable hospitals and sanitation centres are the boon 
of the Corporation during the Congress regime. Did not these gentle- 
men find an invidious di‘jtinction even in urinal.s marked “For 
Europeans” and “For Indian-” in the streets of Calcutta in the pre- 
Congress days? Were not some streets in Calcutta marked only for 
Europeans where if anybody ventured to walk the long cane of the 
European Sergeant would toucli the back of any Bengali or of any 
Indian for the matter of that? Were not places reserved in Calcutta 
where dogs and Indians were equally prohibited from entering only a 
few years back? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkur, yon are roaming over sucb a large 
field that I think you won’t be able to finish all these tales regarding 
the acts of omission and commission even in a few days, 1 mean, you 
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are traTeraiiig much 'wider ground. I have p^iitted you to do SO 
bo far; it is very interesting no doubt but not l^re and now. 

/ 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: All right, Sir. Had any party or 
-gentleman the courage to stand against this nuisance to take awg>' 

m 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Order, order, I am sorry to ask you to abandon 
that point, and finish your speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point order, Sir. May we 
know by virtue of Vhich power in the rules you are trying 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, Dr. Sanyal, 1 am not prepared to give an 
explanation save Jhat the speaker was not relevant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He was trying to develop lus own 
point through these illustrations. May we empiire if it would be held 
irrelevant if a member tries to explain wlmt improvements have been 
effected under tlie organization of the Congress since 1923 and why 
any interference should not Ik* made with the constitution of the body? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot offer an\ theoretical or problematic 
answer. 1 have been listening to the speaker carefully so far and I 
noticed that Mr. Abu llossain Sarkar was not to the i)oint. 

Mr. ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: As 1 was submitting. Sir, the 
Congress party stood against all this nuisance and tl*ey removed the 
insults which Were meant for the whole nation. I make kold to say 
that not only of the citizens of Calcutta but dignit\ and honour of 
the entire Indian nation was raised In the Congress Party in their 
doings in the Congress Municipal (rovernments. At the same time, 
Sir, 1 am not blind to its defects and shortcomings also. It was not 
perfect, I admit. Put there are other remedies for that — not this 
drastic change of suppressing this .self-governing institution itself. 

One should jiot kill a wayward child in order to correct its character, 
to mend its ways. This unfortunate Corporation, I submit, was more 
sinned aigainst than sinning. But still I wonder how the noble Nawab 
who breathed the free air of some Euroi>ean countries could stand 
before the 20th century public and say that for the matter of adminis- 
tration and to purify it, he will set back the march of democratic 
constitution, was listening to the speech of a member of the 
European group the other day with some amazement and wonder. He 
said that the measure was a retrograde one but the whole group would 
support it for the matter of improving its management. I ask, in all 
seriousne.ss, the European gentlemen on my left : it is an admitted fact 
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that their democrntih, prenfier, Mr. Chamberlain* mismanaged the 
• Norway expedition, ftu* that, will these gentlemen propose that the 
democratic constitiitic^ of England shoijd be suppressed and be 
substituted by Nazism o^ Communism or whatever comes in the w’a}’? 
These gentlemen should know that the Lord Mayor of London is the 
first I'itizen and that the foreigners also covet the free citizenship Of 
that great city. If they have any respect for constitution, I think 
the European gentleman should not have voiced the feeling which 
he gave vent to the other day. 

Then, it is said that lhe> are enlarging the base of the franchise. 
But I submit tliat it is in ln)nHi*opalhic dose. JVe stood and stand 
for adult franchise and there are i‘oun(rie> in the world that are giving 
adult franchi.se to the w lu)le nation, hut here in Calcutta 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 shall take (mly a few 
minutes. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It v^ill he vei\ ditticult to give \ou much extra 
time. lmmediate]\ after you. Mr. Basu wants to speak. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Well, Sir, I shall finish soon. 
We .sIoikI for adult franclnse, and us 1 submitted whole nations are 
beifig enfranchised elsewhere, hut here in the premier (ity of the East, 
w'e are proceeding at snail s]>eed. Therefore, it is only a whitewash 
to cover the big fraud for suppressing the constitution of Calcutta 
Corporati^)n. 

1 now' look to the other side of the shield. It is said that the 
Congress Party has mismanaged ami practically killed the Corporation, 
but I think otherwise. The Corporation it.self has killed nationalism 
in Bengal. Mr. C. 1C Dus took charge of the C()rp«)rntion and managed 
it in a way that it stood as a glory for the whole mitiim, hut after his 
death, these party growths and sub-growths scramble for power and it 
has gone so far that nationalism in Bengal is practically dead. I wish 
that instead of being driven out of the Corpr>ration i;i this w-ay, the 
Congress Party should have washed their hands long ago of the Corpo- 
ration. Now% the Corporation belongs to rate-payers. I ask in 
aU seriousness the Minister-in-chnrge of this Bill w'hether he has got 
any memorial or any petition from the rate-payers crmiplaining «bout 
the mismanagement of the Corporation. The ( orporalion itself passed 
a resolution only the other day disapproving of the Bill and w'ithout 
any representations or any prayer from the rate-payers ami with this 
diverse opinion of the Corporation, I do not know how the honourable 
gentlemen agian are proceeding with this Bill. 1 say, Sir, why this 
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over-anxiety to do good to the rate-paj^ers who seefti to be satisfied with 
the working of the party in power. Then agaiii why this amendment 
is being made? Where ^ is the plan or schei^? Are they trying to 
do any good to the citizens of Calcutta? Is«4here any indication that 
they are trying to ameliorate the conditions of the rate-payers of 
Calcutta? The Congress Party took power and they at least introHucpd 
free primary education, free medical treatment, and sufficient supply 
of drinking and unfiitered water to everybody, but here in this scheme 
W€ find nothing, — only the suppression of the constitution and no 
more. So, I submit that this Bill has been brought only with ven- 
geance to suppress the advanced constitution of the great city without 
any ulterior motive to do good to the rate-payers or to the nation at 
large. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support 
the motion for circulation of the Bill moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Satya Priya Banerji with such ability and ehxjuenee. Sir, for the 
lust two weeks I had becm prevented by illness from attending the 
sittings of the Assembly and was prevented by the same cause from 
coming and recording my opposition to the Secondary Education Bill. 
If to-day on this momentous occasion m\ voice does not reach the 
farthest corners of this Chamber 1 shall claim the indulgence of my 
honourable friends in that respect. 

Barely a year has elapsed since the Calcutta Munici})al Amending 
Bill was placed on the Statute Book at the instance of the present 
Ministry. Communal electorates were set up in utter disregard of the 
opposition raised by the vast majority of the rate-pavers of^this great 
city. In the course of the debate on that amending Bill opinions 
were expressed i)y s(nne (d‘ the supporters of that measure that if that 
Bill was passed into law the balance of power in the Corporation would 
be effectively disturbed and the Congress Party which had been in 
power for more than a decade and a half would be reduced to the 
posit ioTi of nonentity. Tlte elections which followed, however, told 
a different tale. The repre.«entatives of the Congress Party came in 
large numbers and were returned from a large number of wards in 
this city. What is mor^ some of the sponsors of that amending Bill 
themselves entered into ffrombination with the members of the (‘ongress 
Party and placed the latter in a {wsition of power and themselves shared 
thni«uthority with the Congress Party for the purpo>e of carrying on 
the great eivio- programme which the Congress Party had chalked out 
for itself. The expectations raised by the last Bill evidently failed 
so far ns some of the supporters of that measure were concerned. In 
fact I noticed a public lamentation uttered in the editorial columns of 
a Calcutta daily which had taken up a consistent attitude in support 
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of that ill-conceived measure. That comment yras to the effect that 
the amending Bill from wliich so much was expected in the matter 
of disturbing the balance of power in the forporation had failed to 
achieve its purpose, and the question was asked “when is the next 
Bill coming?” And the next Bill has not been slow to come. Such 
ig tife political background against which this ill-conceived measure 
now claims our atieiition in this House. 

Sir, this measure masquerades in the garb of a great civic reform 
born of inescapable necessity. The changes proposed in this Bill are 
so fundamental and far-reaching in character, so outrageously reac- 
tionary and so utterly out of date, that the non*T)le Minister himself 
was forced to confess that “the propose<l measure was i retrograde one, 
not quite in harmony with progressive, democratic ideals of local self- 
government”. 

Sfr, the (’alcutta Municipal Act of was conceived by Sir 

Surendra Nath Banerjea in acc«>rdance with the salutary principles 
laid down by the (lovernment of India in tlieir famous resolution of 
May, 1918. That resolution was framed on the lines enunciated by the 
late Edwin Montagu aiul the late Lord (’helmsford in their memorable 
Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms in India. The Joint. Authors 
were especially insistent on the invaluable training wliich the exer- 
cise of local self-government affords to the citi/x^ns. “The unskilled 
elector”, they observed, “can learn to judge things afar oil only by 
accustoming himself to judge first of things near at haml. This 
is wdiy it is of the utmost importance for the constitutional progress 
of the country that every effort should be made in local bodies to 
extend franchise, to arouse interest in the elections, and to develop 
local conditions so that education and citizenship may us far as possible 
be extended and everywhere begun in a practical manner'’. The Joint 
Authors laid dowm as a definite formula that there should be as far as 
po.ssible complete popular control in local bodies ami the largest 
possible imlependence for those of outside control. The resolution of 
the Government of India reflected that in future responsible institutions 
will not be stably rooted unless they are broadbased and that the best 
schocd of political education is the intelligent exercise of the vote and 
the efficient use of administrative powers in the field of local self- 
government. The residution formulated celfain basic princijdes cal- 
culated to establish complete popular control *)ver local b<»die«, 
including an elected majority and the elimination of the officiaLi^xecu- 
tive officer. It proposed, where official experience w*as held to be 
necessary by way of advice, that this should be itecured by nominating 
experts for discussion and advice without the power of voting and, ^ 
generally, that the radiu.s of official control should be strictly 
circumscribe* 
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Such was the basis of civic freedom and democratic training on which 
the genius of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea reared the structure of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act of 1^3. Such were the ideals of constructive 
citizenship which the cruel vandalism of the present Ministry seeks to 
shake and shatter. 

Sir, history does not record a constitutional outrage of such enormity 
perpetrated by any Government upon a helpless people. Our popular 
Ministry is not ashamed of seizing the hands of progress and by sheer 
violence attempting to put it back half a century behind. A highly 
enlightened and progressive administration of one of the foremost 
cities of the w’orld, carried on on the most advanced and up-to-date 
Ifnes for more than a decade and a half, is to be brought down to their 
own miserable level and relegated to the position of a fifth rate mufassal 
municipality modelled on the Bengal Muiiici])al Act, “Level down” — 
that seems to be the glorious motto which our present popular Mijustry 
has set for itself. 

The Hon’ble Minister seeks to justify his admittedly retrograde and 
reactionary handiwork on the allegation that nepotism, inefficiency, 
corruption aiol favouritism have characterised the administration of the 
Corporation of Calcutta during the last few years, and that his propo- 
sals afford the only remedy that could be thought of. 

Sir, when such serious allegations are made against a j)remier self- 
governing institution in this country, and they are .sought to be made 
the juete.xt for robbing that institution of its cheri.shed autonomy, it 
calls for a strict and elaborate scrutiny. 

Sir, I have neither the time nor the inclination for such examination 
in detail because onr experience in this House has convinced us that 
reasoned opposition and cogent argument are no match for dishonest 
partisauship and vindictive communalism. (Dr. N.\lin.\ksh.\ S.\?fTAL: 
Hear, hear.) (Mr. Annn. W.\iiab Khan: Question!) Yet it is 
necessary for posterity to witness that even in a House packed with an 
artificial and unthinking majority civic freedom was not allowed to be 
aacrificed without a murmur, and noble institutioms did not crumble 
into the dust witliout any attempt to prevent such a catastrophe. 

May I, therefore, examine within a brief compass if there is any 
truth or honesty behind the vague and nebulous indictment which the 
HonM>le Miuist^ has attempted to frame against the (Calcutta Corpora- 
tion It is notorious that the wresting of power in the city of 
Calcutta from official hands and the undoing of the wrongs perpetrated 
by the Municipal Act never found favour with a certain influential 
section of the official and non-Indian population of this city. And 
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when the late Deshbandhu Chittaraujan Das stepped in with a well- 
drilled party, inspired by lofty idealism and the spirit of service to the 
poor, to instil a new life into the dry bonespof municipal routine, the 
cry was raised from interested quarters that Calcutta was in danger 
eveg^ before the new Corporation began to function. 

With the gradual Indianisation of the superior posts in the Cor- 
poration, with important local contracts pas.*<ing into Indian hands, 
with a patriotic outlook pervading the atmosphere of the city in the 
matter of civic addresses and civic receptions, with a spirit of self- 
respect ami self-determination dcmiinating the affairs of the Corpora- 
tion, that false and malicious propaganda (M)ntinned to grow in volume 
and extent. Even the stability and the H<»iindneKs of the finances of 
the Corporation were not left iinimnie from attack. Crojiaganda was 
directed to jeo]>ardi.se the Corporation loans, so that if the Swarajist 
Corporation c(ui!d ])e made to fail to meet its financial (aimmiiiiionts, 
.particularly in the British market, the occasion might be trumpeted 
before the civilized world aiol India's case for complete responsible 
govern meiit damaged beyoml repair. 

It is against such tremendous odds that the Corporation Inul to 
fight its va>. It was in.spite of such continuous hamlicap.s that the 
('orporation suc(*eedcd in accomplisiiing their vast and varied task.s. 
The.\ completed a three-croie .scheme of waterworks extension, a two- 
crore scheme ot main drainage extension, a one-crore ]>rogramjne of 
primary education, contributing lakhs and lakhs for hospitals and dis- 
pen.suries, initiating in tlie teeth ot Government oppo'^ition an electri- 
city scheme of its own, c<mii)elling reduction in charges of electricity 
and ga^ bringing about reduction in trumwas fares, establishing 
maternity homes, milk kitchens and municipal markets, taking over 
and maintaining miles and miles of nmds, improving and paving lanes 
and bye-lanes, lighting and brightening thoroughfares, big and small, 
and patronising indigeous industries wherever available for satisfying 
the requirements of the Corporulion. Thus did the Corporation con- 
tinue to offer provocation to vested interests, liivested of its activities, 
and the hospitable columns of interested papers offere<l a |>erpetual 
invitation to open attacks and malicious propaganda against the 
Corporation. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal, us it was then constituted, lent 
its ears to all thi.s propaganda and even noticed it in Ha official reports. 
But knowing as it did its true nature and the vast amount of sound, 
solid work carried on by the Corporation in its activities from day to 
day, it refused to take any action, as was evidently desired by the 
clamorou-s critics of the Corfwiration. In its report submitted to the 
Simon Commission on the working of the Reformed Constitution 
in Bengal, the Government of Bengal presented a picture of the 
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reformed Corporation • in which they noticed these criticisms. But 
this notice of criticisms was followed by the following significant 
obserration by the Govemmejit of Bengal; — 

“Whatever foundation there may be for these criticisms’’ — and I 
invite the attention of each and every member of this House taHhis 
memorable passage in the report — “whatever foundation there may be 
for these criticisms, there is much to be said on the other side. The 
difficult period of transition from a wide official control to the complete 
control of elected representatives has passed without disaster, and 
there is no api)arent demand for a return to the former constitution. 
Mr. Das and Mr. Sen-Gupta both presided over meetings with fairness 
and dignity. Councillors in general showed no lack of interest, in 
civic affairs and gave up much time to attendance at Corporation and 
Committee meetings. Tliere is great keenness on medical and public 
health work, and the zeal for Primary Education is shown by the large 
number of new scliofds whicli have been started during the last few 
years.” 

And the Government reymrt concluded with the significant recognition 
that the Corporation has got a strong sense of its own dignity. 

When the pix*seiit Govennmmt of Bengal take the fatal step of 
legislation on the basis of such criticisms, they do not care to specify 
one single instance in support of their case. They merely repeat a 
vague and general accusation against the Corporation, and like a most 
unfair prosecutor indulge in abuses and vitupi'ration without giving the 
unfortunate victim even the sliadow of a chance of defending itself. 
Did they institute any enquiry into those allegations before damning a 
great civic body and its members and officers? AVhat prevenjed them 
fnun emulating the example of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, who, 
befoix* Inuncliing upon legislation, convened a conference of representa- 
tive citizens of Calcutta wliom he took into Ids confidence? Sir 
Surendra Nath’s Bill was before the public for a considerable period of 
time, and the Corporation of Calcutta and the adjoining municipalities 
had the fullest possible opportunity of considering each and every 
clause of the Bill and of expressing their opinion thereon. If the city 
had been groaning so long under the administration of an offending 
Corporation, it is the ratepayers and the citizens who would be the 
worst sufferers. Has the Hon ’hie Minister cared to ascertain their 
opinion ? 

Sir, there is one significant circumstance to which I shall draw the 
attention of the House. The Bill bears date — the 10th June, 1940. 
Less than three months before that date, there was a general election 
in the city when the rate-payers were called upon to elect their 
representatives, and different parties sought their suffrage on the 
strength of their programmes and achievements. What prevented the 
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HoE*ble Minister Jrom pul)lishing this Bill only three months before 
so that the contending candidates might be in a position to make it 
the principal issue in the election contest.* If the Minister had the 
courage to place before the rate-payers the catalogue of charges he has 
now brought against the representatives and the servants of the 
CorjJbration, if there was the slightest vestige of honesty behind the 
plea now taken to justify the Bill, why did the Government delay the 
publication of the Bill till after the election and deprive the rate- 
payers of their legitimate right to express their opinion on the work 
and worth of their representatives in a direct and straightforward 
manner that democracy recognises and sanctions? 

(At this stage the House was udjourucMl for 20 minutes.) 


(After fpljoumment.) 

• 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when the 
House rose for recess 1 was dealing wdth the question of necessity for 
ascertaining the opinion of the rate-payers on the merits of this pro- 
posed measure. May 1 make a suggestion even now to test the hona 
fides of the accusations levelled by the Government? Instead of send- 
ing the Bill to a Select Committee let them take this limited power 
under this Bill, them pass the clause lowering the franchise and 

requiring the Corporation to prepare an electoral roll on that basis in 
the course of the next three months. I^et them then hold a gen(3ral 
election in January next only for the purpose of ascertaining the 
opinion of the electorate on the question of the alleged maladies of 
inefhcieucy, nepotism, favouritism and corruption and on the remedies 
suggested in the proposed Bill, namely, an official Chief Executive 
Officer, the Service Commission, and dissolution and supersession of the 
Corporation and its departments. If they get the clear verdict of 
the rate-payers in favour of this Bill on those vital issues, the main 
Bill may be brought up in the Budget Session before this House and 
passed without a single dissentient voice. If, on the other hand, the 
rate-payers by the choice of their re[ire8entatives tear this Bill into 
pieces and fling it back on the face of the Government, let it be buried 
five fathoms deep never to be brought up again to deface the Statute 
Book of Bengal. Can the Government muster up courage to accept 
this offer? Let it be the acid test of their bona fides. 

I am not contending for one moment that the Calcutta Corporation 
in common with other human institutions is altogether free from the 
infirmities mentioned by the Hon’ble Minister. I am free to confess 
that the selfish and short-sighted individual Councillor is a menace to 
representative institutions, and the Corporation of Calcutta is not 
entirely free from their harassing depredationsi Fortunately they have 
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always been insignificant in number, and as ^aem has always 

stood the l>etter opinion of the great majority of elected Councillors, 
and the ultimate good sei^e o| the Corporation as a whole. I am also 
well aware that in his anxiety to purge the Corporation of any growing 
evil so as to make it in reality a '‘w'orking model of Swaraj** as 
visualised by our late leader, the first Mayor of Calcutta, Srij^jb 
Subash Chandra Bose set before his party the great task of cleansing 
the Augean stables. But that was done to set up the ideal of 
democratic reform, to cleanse the stables and not to demolish them 
alWges^her, to make the horses strong and active in the service of the 
city and not to remove them quietly to lodge them safely in Writers* 
ifuil dings. Sri jut Subash Chandra Bose by his public declaration has 
demonstrated that if there are defects in the Calcutta Corporation the 
leaders have the courage to own them uj) and to call upon their follow- 
ers to eft'e(^t a thorough cleansing. That indeed is a clear argument 
against the Bill and not certainly in its favour. 

May I, Sir, in this connection refer to the state ot affairs in the 
Corporation of (Basgow which equals the city of Calcutta in the magni- 
tude of its population. Sir Daniel Stevenson, Lord Provost oi Glasgow, 
said of the Glasgow City Council as follows: — “MemWrs of the City 
Council are and liave always been intensely critical of their own work, 
80 much HO that a stranger listening to the debates miglit think that 
hardly a single department is properly managed. It is well that they 
Hhould set for themHelves a high standard.** Fortunately for Glasgow 
there was no Nawab Bahadur of Dacca in the Ministry of Health to 
seize upon thi.8 self-criticism and to make that a pretext for superseding 
and officialising the municipality. 

On a close and critical studj' of the provisions of the present Act 
since its enactment and on an observation of its application for more 
than a decade I am convinced that the safeguards provided in tjio 
present Act for ensuring Government control are fully effective and 
sufficient. Sections Id to 19 of the Act are quite comprehensive and 
aelf-contained and there is absoluttdy no lacunte in them as contended 
by the Hon’ble Minister. If he approaches the question wdth a fair 
and open mind, it would be easy to convince him*bf the accuracy of 
my statement. But if he puts it forward as a justification for new 
powers of supersession and dissolution, then it is useless to argue with 
him. Have the Government ever thought of putting these powers to 
use and have they ever been found wanting? — I ask the Hon*ble 
Minister. ^ 

On the question of efficiency, 1 am aware that the psychologiai has 
yet to discover the magic instrument which will by a rise and fall of 
the needle record that elusive entity “efficiency** or its negation. It 
i(my be that the Hon*blQiaMini8ter-in-€harge of the Bill and some of Mf 
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othei^ l»lleagues in the Cabinet are such super-efficient beings as would 
rarely adorn the Treasury Benches in any legislature. But at the same 
time may 1 ask liiiu in all humility if it is, too much to expect that 
those ordinary inefficient mortals who are toiling in Corporation 
Place day in and day out and making by their activities the lives of 
t^e fton’ble Ministers worth living in this city, they also are entitled 
to some just appreciation of their endeavours and services. 

On the question of interference with tlic (^hief Executive Officer on 
the part of individual Councillors, the remedy suggested in th^Bill 
is to take away from the liands of the Corporation tlie power to appoint 
that officer. The most effe< tive way to stop headache is undoubtedfl^ 
to cut the head off. No one can question the supreme efficiency of that 
method. But there may W otlicr methods of curing the malady keep- 
ing the head in tact. Tlic best way that will suggest itself is to keep 
the present power of appointment in the Corporation and then \u make 
the officer permanent till superannuation, with tlie p«iwer of nunoval 
by a vote of a two-third majority as existed in the Mackenzie Act and 
repeated in the present Bill. 

But instead of providing the obvious safeguard of permanency, the 
Bill pro[)oses to reduce t*v(*ry officer of the (^orjioration to a five years 
•tenure of office, hauling them ui> before tlie proposed Services Com- 
mission after every term of five years. This fine scheme will perfectly 
fit in with the scheme of perpetual job-hunting in the Corporation by 
the hen(‘hmen of the Ministry througli the agency of a subservient 
body glorified by tbc name of a Services (’ommission. But from the 
point of view of specialisation and of efficiency of service tliis novel 
scheme \yll prove disastrous to the city. * 

Then comes the question of the Services Commission. The Hon’ble 
Mitoister parades before us the analogy of the Government of India 
Act. The absurdity of the claim is .so manifest that it cannot stand 
a moment’s scrutiny. The Public Service Commission under the Gov- 
ernment of India Act is not constituted by a political party like the 
Ministry or the Go^rnmeut of a Province but by the Governor in his 
individual respon.sibilfty- In the proposed Services Commission for the 
Corporation the Government of Bengal seeks to arrogate to itself the 
enormous power of dominating the services of a miniature province 
which was denied to them under the Government of India Act so far 
as the province of Bengal is concerned. Has Bombay done it? Hot 
Madras done it? jl^ there any such system anywhere in the United 
Kingdom with regard to one single municipality, County Council, 
Urban or Borough Council? Is not the power to appoint all their 
officers vested in all those Councils by the statutes passed in Parlia- 
ment? And has any such power ever been taj|en away from any on# 
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of themP Not that in the United Kingdom the best man is always 
recruited for a job. To quote again the Lord Provost of Glasgow:’ 
*‘I hope/^ says the Lord P/ovost, “that before long the Corporation 
will see the completion of a proper civic service organization. With 
such a vast and ever increasing field, there has been abundant «cope 
for talent and energy, and these have never been lacking. But*^ there 
has l>een a want of co-ordination” and I ask you, Sir, to mark these 
words “and admission to the service has not been subject to such care- 
ful .selection and proof of ability as are desirable.” Will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly enquire if this admission on the part of the Lord 
frovosi of Glasgow lias resulted in a Services Commission being 
foisted upon the Corporation of Glasgow by a benign British Govern- 
ment ever anxious to protect the interests of the city, and not to oust 
the political party in power or to feed hungry mouths among the 
supporters of that Government? Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has had 
to go all the way to the Irish Free State in search for a precedent 
for u Services Commission. I understand. Sir, tliat this Irish Free 
State Act to which refeixmce has been made in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons has been unearthed for the use of the Ministry 
by a British official until recently appointed in tlie Reforms Depart- 
ment of the Government of Bengal. vSir, the way in which our 
Ministry is following in the footsteps of tlie Irish Free State shows 
that they are perilously near a declaration, I am afraid, of neutrality 
on the part of the Government of Bengal in the })resent war. Sir, the 
Lord Provost of Glasgow suggested the establishment in the University 
of a Chair of Civics with a professor and lecturers capable of teaching 
citizenship in the highest .sense, with all its ramifications, and 
incidentally, of attracting and training those best qualified to act as 
public servants and administrators. That is precisely the suggestion 
which has already been made for the University and the CoqKiration of 
Calcutta. But while the Chair of Civics is yet to come, the Corjjera- 
tion has already instituted a system of examinations with the willing 
assistance of University Professors and lecturers for the recruitment 
of its junior and senior employees as is done in the Corporation of 
Birmingham. The description of the system of examinatioi^s intro<luced 
by the Coriwration of Calcutta with full curricula' and other details will 
be found in the latest Government publication on Employment. I refer 
to the useful Handbook compiled by Dr. N. G. Das, i.e.s. In spite of 
all these arrangements our Ministry must divest the Corporation of all 
power to recruit its own officers and vest it in a body created and 
recruited by themselves. 

In bringing my observations to a close, may I only sound a note of 
warning? Calcutta has travelled a very long way since Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie placed his handiwork on the statute book half a century ago. 
The rate-payers and citizens of this great city are to-day vigilant 
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and wide awake and intensely jealous of their cherished rights of sell* 
goTemment. By merely passing a measure in this legislature you 
cannot force it down their throats and plugge Calcutta back into a 
state of primitive barbarity so far as their constitution is concerned. 
I wo|^ld ask the Gbvernmeut to take heed while yet there is time. Let 
con^'iAation and not coercion he their watchword. 


Mr. 8YSD BADRUDDUJA: Sir, never before in my public life 
was I faced with a more difficult and uncomfortable situation than 
what confronts me at the present moment. Torn between divided 
allegiance to the Corporation of Calcutta and the Coalition Party in 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly I feel a little ill at ease this evening 
to discuss the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill, 1940. While on 
the one liaml as a self-respecting Councillor of the Calcutta Corporation 
I should resist any encroachment on the civic autonomy of the city, 
on thtf other I must support any measure calculated to improve the tone 
of the civic administration and purge it clean of all the dross and 
accretions that have gatheretl nmnd it so that the stream of civic life 
might flow on in its pristine inirity. 

Sir, the various provisions of this Bill were discussed threadbare on 
the floor of the Corporation Council not once, hut twice. 1 do not 
think we have anything new to add after all the arguments that have 
been advanced on both sides. There is, however, a great controversy 
about certain clauses of the Bill, clauses 5, 0, 17, 18 and — clauses 
dealing with annulment of the proceedings of the Corporation, any 
standing committee, suh-coinmittee or special committee thereof, 
clauses dealing with the dissolution of the Corporation, appointment of 
tlie Chief Executive Officer and the Services Commission. Round 
these clauses, Sir, controversy has raged. Even to-day the real 
target of attack are these clauses. Sir, I will pre.sently come to the 
sections and will try to throw what little light I can according to my 
own convictions, upon tho.se particular clauses that have been criticised 
80 much by the Opposition at the present moment. But before T do 
so, I crave your indulgence to make a few general ob.servations on the 
Bill. For Ae last two or three days and more especially to-day, the 
debate over the Municipal Bill seems to have taken an acrimonius 
turn. Charge-sheets have been framed both by members of the 
Coalition Group and the Opposition against the Corporation of Calcutta 
and the Bengal Government, respectively. I too have my own charge- 
sheet to frame against the Corporation on purely personal grounds. 
But I would ffiave none of these personal bickerings. On the other 
hand, I w;ill declare on the floor of this House that no self-governing 
institution in Bengal under Hindu domination not excluding the 
University of Calcutta has been more sympathetic to Muslim aspira- 
tions and demands than ike Corporation of Calcutta under the 

23 
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inspiration and guidance of one of tlie noblest souls that ever breathed 
in Bengal. That great patriot came much before his time, foresaw the 
dark and ominous cloudi hotering over our head to-day ai^ sacrificed 
his life in cementing the bond of sympathy and deepening the note of 
love between the two great communities of Bengal. The poliyy of 
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das was for a time pursued by two of hie 
illustrious successors — by Messrs. J. M. Sen Gupta and Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Subsequent events, however, ver^- greatly disturbed the natural 
course of things. Mr, Subhas Chandra Bose as Chief Executive Officer 
of tfie Calcutta Corporation declared in no uncertain terms on the floor 
of the Corporation Council in 1924: “Hindus have hitherto enjoyed a 
sort of monopoly in the matter of appointments. Times have, how- 
ever, changed; and the Corporation to-day has got to respond to the 
spirit of the times. Monopoly has got to cease.” But soon after the 
death of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, the historic pact of Deshbandhu 
which sought to accommodate Mussalmans in very large numbers in 
Corporation serviires was buried ten fathoms deep in Krishnagore. I 
do not for a single moment obje(;t to the record of achievements of 
the Calcutta Corporation so ably presented before this House by our 
esteemed colleague Mrs. Sen Gupta. But, while she has only referred 
to one side of the picture, she has missed the other side altogether. 
We, however, propose to take stock of both the credit and the debit 
sides. It is very unfortunate that while we are discussing things, 
we cannot take a dispassionate and detached view of the whole 
situation. To-day Mr. S. K. Basu, for whom 1 have nothing but deep 
regard, has tried U) show that reasoned criticism and cogent argu- 
ments are no match for dishonest partisanship. I can assure him — and 
1 can point out to him most emphatically with all the seripusness at 
my command — that reason, common-sense, resourcefulness, honesty 
and integrity are not the monopoly of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and 
his group. 


Sir, it cannot be contradicted for a single moment that the affairs 
of the Calcutta Corporation during the last fifteen or sixteen years 
have been mishandled and mismanaged and there hav^ l)een serious 
cases of maladministration, maladjustment and irregular cases of 
assessment ; specially in the Building Department where a scandalous 
state of things was unearthed by the Mayor of Calcutta in the year 
1937. And Mr. Subsah Chandra Bose himself on the eve of the recent 
Municipal Election declared most emphatically that the Augean stables 
had got to beVcleaned, that the administration of the Chrporation tras 
anything but satisfactory. Sir, leaders of public opinion and even 
the nationalist press and platform have unmistakably pointed out the 
rotten state of things obtaining in the Corporation. Even after that, 
if somebody comes forward not as an honest critic but as a partisan 
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. to defend the Ta^aries and irregularities of the Calcutta Corporation , 
then we must say good-bye to honesty, sincerity and all considerations 
of fair play and justice. * 

I shall now deal with specific cases of maladministration. First I 
s^jalf*deal with cases of irregular assessments which have very badly 
prejudiced the revenue outlook of the Corporation. Of the total Corpo- 
ration revenue of Rs. 2,49,85,502 during 1989-40 the consolidated rates 
(house taxes) alone amount to Rs. 1,78,28,159, i.e., about 72 per cent, 
of the total income. 

a 

The House, however, will be amassed to learn that in spite of the 
lean years through which the Corporation is passing, valuation has 
been reduced considerably in many cases through the instrumentality of 
Councillors of the Calcutta Corporation. Tu alnujst 90 per cent, of 
cases Councillors have intervened. A few cases are cited. 

Irf Ward N(». 27 in a particular case the existing valuation is 
Its. 1,618 based on a rental of Rs. 185 per month, while the actual 
valuation is Rs 2,498 on tlie basis of the actual rent of Rs. 285 per 
month. That is, the assessment in this case has been 54 per cent. less. 

In Ward No. 5 in a particular case the existing valuation is 
Rs. 15,746 based on the rental of Rs. 1,800 per mensem while the proper 
valuation is Rs. 19,245 on the basis of actual rent of Rs. 2,200, i.e., 
the a< tual assessment is 22 per cent. less. In another case in the same 
ward the existing valuation is Rs. 4,6*85 based on Rs. 580 per mensem 
but the actual valuation is Rs. 8,078 based on the actual rent of Rs. 923 
per mensem. The assessment here is 74 per cent. less. 

Dr. IV^LINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What do they prove? 

(A VOICE FROM THE ('oALiTioN Ih2«cHES : Jobbery.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUdA: Nobody can challenge that. 

In Ward No. 16, I have come across 6 cases where assessments have 
been considerably reduced. In the first of these teases the existing 
valuation ia Rs. 826 based on Rs. 85 per month, while the proper 
valuation is H«. 1,458 on the actual rent of Rs. 150 per month, i.e., 
assessment is 77 per cent, less.* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAt: On a point of order. Sir. When 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar was speaking, you were pleased to enquire as 
to the relevancy of certain statements. My friend now refers to assesi- 
ment cases. We do not find in the Bill any provision investing the 
Coalition' Party with powers of assessment. Therefore, I would like 
to enquire if this is not also irrelevant. 


Mr. BREAKERS I would ask yon to wait and see. 
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Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN <Of Dma): Is not the hononrsble. 

member reflecting on your decision, Sirf 

• # 


Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat decigion has not been challenged. I ,|hink 
that every member is entitled with decorum to bring to my notices aijy 
remark that is not relevant. I cannot bar that. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUilA: In the second case, the existing 
valuation is Ks. 1,117 based on Rs. 115 per month, but the proper 
valuation is Rs. 1,450 based on the actual rent of Rs. 150 per month, 
i.e., assessment is ul per cent. less. In the third, the existing valua- 
tion is Rs. 1,603 based on Rs. 165 per month, but the proper valuation 
is Rs. 1,944 on the actual rent of Rs. 200 per month, i.e., assessment is 
21 per cent. less. I could go on multiplying cases like this, but the 
time at my disposal does not permit me to do so. I have givetf, Sir^ 
only a few of the hundreds of cases of irregular assessments that have 
been occurring in the Corporation year in and out. This state of things 
has continued in spite of the definite warning of the Chief Accountant, 
that the financial position of the Corporation is heading towards a 
crash. The concluding paragraph of the Chief Accountant’s recent 
note to the Chief Executive Officer is very significant. “It will be 
seen”, says the Chief Accountant, “that during these eight years there 
has been a net inroad of about Rs. 33,29,000 on the closing balance. 
Except for the two years 1933-34 and 1934-35, the Corporation have 
consistently been living beyond their means. This is no indication of 
a sound financial policy.*’ Taking into ac(‘ount the minimum per- 
centage of the statement just made, it can be safely alleged, th art there 
is room for at least 20 per cent, increase in the valuation, which means 
an additional income of over Rs. 35 lakhs annually. 

Sir, I shall now come to the cases of the Building Department in 
the Corporation of Calcutta, My friend Mr. llashemy was waxing 
eloquent the other day about a particular unauthorised construction 
in the city. I was rubbing mv eyes in amazement as to how he could 
lose sight of hundreds of cases of unauthorised construction, illegal 
sanctions of plans that have been for years a chronic feature of the 
Building Department. But for the timely steps taken by fhe Mayor 
in 1937 the veil over corruption and inefficiency would never have been 
torn off. Let the Acting Kxecuiive OfiBcer and the Mayor speak on this 
point. In reference to a case at No. 17, Tara Chand Dutt Street, the 
Acting Chief Executive Officer on the 2nd of July, 1937, observed: 
“The Building Committee on the Slst of March, 1933, sanctioned 
c.ertain extensions to the projecting verandah of the premises No, 17, 
Tara Chand Dutt Street, on payment of encroachment fees. The 
encroachment fee is then calculated by the Building Inspector and the 
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amoluit comM to Rs. 1^4244 *9 but as no money was receiyed two copies 
. of the plan were returned to the party on the l^th of August, 193S, 
Then the file is given a burial excepting when it was raked up onoe 
again on 22nd November, 19d.7, when it ca*me to the Encroachment 
Inspector.” For three years and a half the department sleeps over 
the ^setter and no notice is taken of Cor|ioration revenue to the tune 
o! Rs. 1,500 but for the Mayor's digging out the file it would have 
remained there. “From the file it appears that the building was 
assessed with effect from Ist October, 1933. It must have been com- 
pleted (including unauthorised projections) sometimes before that date.'* 
It is surprising how a huge building like this at the crbssing of the most 
important thoroughfare could be easily lost sight of. “Coming to the 
encroachment fee jmyable to the Corporation, the projections have been 
measured recently and the figure comes to Rs. 2,345-15-4 and not 
Rs. 1,424-1-9 as calculated by the Huilding Inspector in 1933. If the 
encroachment fee was realised in 19*i3 the Corporation would have been 
defrauded of more than Ks. 9(K).*' “From the enquiries now made, it 
is abundantly clear that the case is not an isolated one, but is one of Q| 
large series of cases in which Corporation interests have badly been 
let down. The plans of such a prominent building as the United India 
Life Assurance Huilding standing on the most prominent part of 
Chitiaranjan Avenue have been sanctioned without realising the 
fc)undatiou, footing and encroachment fees. The fees would at a rough 
guess exceed Its. 5,000. The encroachment fee for 8/2, Upper Cinm- 
lar Road (also ins[)ected by the Mayor) has not yet been realised even 
though the projections have been coinpb'ted in 1934 or thereabout. 
In a case in Grant Street recently inspected by the Mayor a big 
unaiith(>rised r(»oin on the main street within hailing distance of the 
Central Muiiicii)al Office has been allowed to be constructed without the 
construction being stopiied at any stage. The Deputy Executive 
Officer II reports after going through fifty of such cases (encroachment 
cases, unauthorised construction cases, insecure buildings, etc.) that in 
almost all of them no action has been taken. The Encroachment Regis- 
ter shows Rs. 36,411-2-6 is still outstanding from 1926-27 to 1936-37. 
However much we dislike it, it has to lie admitted that there is 
inefficiency and corruption in the Building Department.” 

He refers to some other very bad cases (1) in respect of 20, Zakoria 
Street, in which connection the Building Committee, dated 21st 
December, 1935, and 26th May, 1936, allowed the fourth storey to b© 
built on the back portion on condition that the party cancelled the 5th 
storey over the same. Not only was the plan of the 5th storey not 
Cancelled, but the party was allowed to build the fifth storey without 
any let or hindrance and, in addition, was allowed to make some uu- 
authorified constructions in violation of the directions of the Building 
Committee. He refers to another case at premises Nos. 27, 39^ Cross 
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Street, where although the foundation of stanchions encroached within 
the alignment as shown in the plan, the Building Surveyor issued 
sanction on the 6th Pebruary, 1935, without even referring the matter 
to the Building Committee. ^ 

The last case that the Executive Oliicer refers to, relates t 9 » the 
United India Life Assurance Building, Plot 21, Scheme VII, D C H. 
The Committee’s sanction was obtained in this case without any refer- 
ence whatsoever to footing and comish encroachments and the sanctioned 
plan was sent to the party without any attempt at realisation of the 
fees which would amount to Rs. 2,400. The Mayor’s observation in 
connection with the shady state of affairs in the Building Department 
is still more significant. In the course of investigation he says, “I have 
found many such cases in which there has been nothing done. I got 6 
or 7 such cases in which nothing has been done since 1923-24, In one 
of such cases the amount of fee is Rs. 2,300 and in another Rs. 446 and 
in three others over Rs. 100 each. After 12 or 13 years it is in 'July, 
1937, that the Department awoke to its responsibilities and had 
started afresh (when the shady things are unearthed by the Mayor).” 
In his previous statement he says, “I give the figure of Rs. 42,000 on 
account of encroachment fees from the Deputy Executive Officer’s 
report. 

Cases have been brought to light, namely, the United India Building 
Case in which there has been no calculation of encroachment fees. That 
one case will account for Rs. 2,500.” “In my opinion if a systematic 
investigation of all cases sanctioned by the Building Committee is made 
an amount larger tlian Rs. 42,000 would be found to be due. My 
investigation regarding the Building Department started in June,, 1937, 
the realisation in respect of encroachment fees in July, 193f, jumped 
up to Rs, 48,839 as against Rs. 9,974 in July of the previous year. 
Amongst the files there are 49 cases of unauthorised constructions in 
some of which demolition orders have been passed by Magistrates but 
no action has been taken for years. Most of the cases date from, 1934. 
There are cases of earlier years. There is one case of the year iteo.” 
He cites two typical instances: one of 90, Collin Street, where demoli- 
tion orders were passed on 7th April, 1932, and the other of 4, Bysack 
Street, where the demolition orders were passed on I8th April, 1933, 
and 25th April, 1933, but in none of these cases orders were carried 
out till 1937. He opines that "the parties seem to be infiuential people 
and they have been able to stay if not paralyse action. In another case 
at 50, Tangra Jload, in which a demolition case was started in 1929 
order was madl in 1931, but that order has not yet been carried out. 
He refers to a ^rpical case at 140/1, Cornwallis Street, occupied by 
the renowned confectioner Dwarika Nath Qhosh. It is one of the 
busiest thoroughfares of the city. The owners constructed a roof over 
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a pmjecting verandah aft^ refusal of a plan. .No police was posted 
and no demolition case has been started from 1934 up to 1937.** 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. 
Will you kindly enlij^hten ua as to whether the honourable member is 
entitled to narrate individual cases of demolition or erection without 
any permission? If that be the case, will you permit if I or any other 
member from this side of the House narrate a case in which an Hon*ble 
Minister is involved in erecting a building on the footpath of a street? 
I want your decision on this point. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot give my decision on the problematical 
issue you raise. In a debate like this the only controversial issue is as to 
whether the Corporation is such a body that it is subject to outside 
influence. Now if one side wants to say that the Corporation is good 
and gives instances, I cannot rule it out. Similarly, I cannot rule out 
H another section of the House says that the Corporation is inefficient. 
I am not taking the charges to mean bribery or corruption, but 
I am only taking them as instances of inefficiency on the part of 
the Corporation. 


. Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as my friend’s point of 
order is concerned, he has raised it and you, Sir, have given your 
decision. We are not afraid of these individual cases; let him bring 
forward his catalogue of instances <»f maladministration in the Corpora- 
tion, and they will show that the Corporation Councillors themselves 
are anxious to remedy these evils, if there are any. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUdA: Sir. I have almost finished. That 
the Councillors by their direc-t or indirect pressure or influence upon 
the respective departments bring about this unfortunate state of things 
will Ih? clearly borne out by a motion tabled on 15th March 1937, by 
Mr. C. Roy Chowdhury, a prominent member of the Congress Party. 
That particular motion runs thus: — “That the Corporation do express 
their entire lack of confidence in the Building Committee No. I 
on account of its according a wrongful and illegal sanction to numerous 
building plans in utter violation of the mandatory provisions of law 
as contained in the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923.” In the note 
appended he cites no less than 65 plans and demolition cases such as 
those at (1) Banstolla Street, (2) 22/3, Jhamapuker Lane, (3) 5/2, Doctor 
Lane, (4) 68, Ratau Sarcar Garden Street, (5) 85/1, Upper Circular 
Road, (6) 18, Raja RajhalJav Street, etc., wherein various Building 
Rules, as quoted therein, have been infringed. The moter alleges 
that “in granting illegal sanctions to Building Plans, the vagaries of 
the Building Committee No. 1 have assumed scandalous proportiona.** 
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(Dr. Nalinaksha SAinrAL: Who maiieHhe rules P) Please don’t 
interrupt me. This is the first time that I have to quote some facts and 
fig^ures from a written nqte. gross abuse of its position,” goes on 

the mover, ”it has been relaxing serious infringements of Building 
Rules which by the Act itself it has no power or authority to do. In 
each of the cases picked out in spite of the department specifically ‘point- 
ing out that the infringements are serious and were not permissible 
under the Act the Committee relaxed the infringements and sanctioned 
the cases.” 

Tt is for the House to decide if this scandalous state of things does 
not call for reforms and thorough overhaul of the department as also 
for annulment of the proceedings of Committee or Committees guilty 
of serious irregularities. (At this stage the blue light lit up.) 
Sir, may I have ten minutes more to finish my speech just as Mr. Sautosh 
Kumar Basu was given extra time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can have five minutes more. I have already 
granted you extra five minutes. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, in the course of the debate only 
the other day Mr. Hashemy referred to a particular appointment in 
the Calcutta Corporation. I am referring to the appointments made 
in the Calcutta Corporation before the Bose-Muslim I^eague Pact came 
into operation. T submit, Sir, that the Chief Executive Officer could 
not exercise any independent decisiori in these matters. I have not 
come across a poorer specimen of humanity in the Calcutta Corporation 
than the Chief Executive Officer. Every moment he has got to placate, 
humour or .satisfy (Councillors and Aldermen of the Corporatiem. When 
I give specific instances, you will be 8urj)ri8ed to learn, Sif, tliat an 
ordinary non-Mat ric clerk was appointed Head Clerk of the Education 
department on a salary of Hs. 150 to Rs. 200, although there was no 
dearth of graduates or M.A.'s in the province. Sir, I have heard of 
Sub-Deputy Collectors being promoted to the position of District 
Magistrates when they have passed through the rank of Deputy Magis- 
trates; but in the ('alcutta Corporation there is a strange and astound- 
ing slate of things. There an Inspector of the Collection Department 
on a pay of Rs. 150 — JlOO was promoted over the head of his own 
superior officers to the rank of (Collector on a salary of Ra. 750 to 
Rs. 1,000. Such a state of things is not possible anywhere else in the 
world. The Government of Bengal, or for the matter of that, any 
Provineial Government must maintain a certain standard of qualifica- 
tion in the matter of appointments. Referring to the particular 
appointment to which Mr. Hashemy drew the attention of the House, 
I may say that the young man referred to compares favourably with the 
Superintendent of any Municipal market not excluding that of Sir 
Stuart Hogg Market. 
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Sit, I shall quote two or three more instances. One officer of the 
Calcutta Corporation, Motor Vehicles Department, was unanimously 
condemned for dismissal for gross misconduct. And what was the 
result P The result was that he was punished with a reward. He was 
promoted to a more responsible position in the Secretary’s department 
witfrbetter emoluments and his scale revised during the last two years. 

Sir, another officer — a most important officer of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration — got four increments for gross negligence of duties. In course 
of the Budget discussion in the Calcutta Corporation, a particular 
Councillor referred to the fact that Its. 2A lakhs were outstanding since 
1929 from the Calcutta Improvement Trust. That officer of the Assess- 
ment Department suddenly woke up from his deep slumber and 
presented a bill to the Improvement Trust and, for the mere asking, got 
Rs. 2i lakhs from them. For this, this particular officer got four 

increments ! 

• 

Another executive officer of the ('alcuttu Corj)oration was suspected 
of gross irregularitievS in assessments. An Enquiry (k)mmittee was at 
once appointed to enquire into the matter. The Committee sat for 
three l(mg years only to be dissolved later on without coming to any 
finding whatsoever, either for or against the officer. Pending the 
enquiry for three long years, that officer continued to work for years 
even beyond his stipulated term of office. And what is strange still 
that officer was appointed for another term of 5 years. 8ir, this is the 
state of things in the Corporation of (’alculta with regard to revisions 
of grades. In order to forestall the dangers that were lurking ahead, 
the previous Corporation in indecent haste jiussed resolutions in March, 
19d7^ in the House sanctioning revisions of grade, .special increments 
and emoluments in various cases. And immediately after that, the 
present Corporation passed a resolution on the dOth April appointing 
a Special C(»Himittee to enquire into all these irregularities. Sir, I am 
a member of that Special Committee, and, as such, I have come across 
many grossly irregular cases. I will point tmt here only 5 or 0 cases 
as to how the public money, how the rale-payers’ money, has been 
squandered away like water 


Mr. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a imiiit of informa- 
tion, Sir. In making reference to educationally umiualified persons 
holding high offi(*e, was Mr. Badrudduja casting refiection on 
Mr. ShahabuddinF 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order Mr. Mazumdar, I expected that 
being a lawyer, you would know what the value of this point of order 
was. I leave it to you to judge. 
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Mr. 8YEO BAORUODUilA: Sir, tliese are instances. District 
En^j^ineers’ grades have been revised from Es. 500 — 25 — 750 to Es. 500 . 
— 50 — 1,000 with special increment of Es. 100 per month for each 
in the revised grade pj^us'^molor car allowance of Es. 100. 

The grade of the Editor of the Municipal Gazette has been reyised 
from Es. 350 — 460 to Es. 500 — ^20 — 700; that of the Chief Law Officer 
from Es. 600 — 25 — 850 to Es. 800 — 50 — 1,200; that of the First 
Assistant Law Officer from Es. 250 — ^20 — 450 to Es. 400 — ^20 — 500; 
that of the Stenographer, Law Department, from Es. 150 — 200 to 
Es. 200 — 10 — 250 ; that of the Theatre Sub-Inspector from Es. 125 5- - 
150 to Es. 150 — 10 — ?100; and that of the Electrical Engineer from 
Es. 300 — 400 to Es. 500 — 25 — ^750, and so on. 

Sir, this is the state of things that is prevailing in the Calcutta 
Corporation. Now, the Government of Bengal has an inherent and 
indefeasible right to come forward and stop the vagaries of the Calcutta 
Corporation and set right the irregularities that are prevalent there.. 
So long as a child is in its gristle, and not hardened into the bone of 
manhood its movements must be watched with closer attention and 
greater caution. The child must grow and expand only under the 
protecting wings of the parents. 

My friend, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, has referred to England and 
other civilized countries. Sir, even in America, the Home Eule Move- 
ment has been restricted by legislative interference. Here, it is not 
the interference from an autocratic or a bureaucratic Government but 
from a Government of the people more responsible to the people and 
more responsive to the needs and requirements of the people than the 
Calcutta Corporation itself and this is certainly interference with, poli- 
tical obsession which has been dangerous to the growth of civic life in 
Calcutta. Sir, seeds of Muinicipal Home Eule were sown on a very 
uncongenial soil in the early seventies of 19th century, but they could 
not grow, develop or expand on account of political thorns that stood 
in their way. Sir, that political obsession has interfered with the civic 
life of the previous Calcutta (’orporation is clearly home out by the 
fact that in the year 1924 on a fateful day, officers of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration, both Hindus and Muslims, were utilized by the party in 
power for wrecking the Huq-Ghuznavi Ministry in Bengal. On the 
eve of the dissolution of the Hu(i-Ghuznavi Cabinet 26 appointments 
were given to Muslims in order to capture Muslim seats in the Legis- 
lature and to bring about the downfall of the then Ministry even the 
murder of an innocent European eulogised on the floor of the Corpora- 
tion Council and the murderer sanctified and glorified with all holy 
associations. Sir, if this state of things be allowed to continue without 
any let or hindrance, without* any interference from the Government, 
then that Government itself must be condemned. If this Government 
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is giiRty of vagraries, if their movements are suspicious and if th^ fail 
in their duties, then a Higher Power — I mean, the British Parliament 
— ^will intervene and amend and modify the constitution according to 
the needs of the times, and if the British Parliament, in their turn, 
fail in their duties, then the infinitely Mightier Power will intervene 
and tjieck their wayward movements. (Interruption by Br. Nalinaksha 
Shnyal.) My friend, my agnostic friend, will not understand it. 

Sir, I have never for a single moment introduced anything in my 
speech which might wound the feelings of any particular section in 
the House. I have listened with rapt attention to the speech delivered 
by my esteemed friend, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. But, Sir, I may 
say that it is not in personal bickerings or mutual recriminations, not 
in political wranglings or squabbles that we can afford to bring about 
any solution of the baffling problems of life — civic, political or social. 
Sir, in the midst of all chaos and confusion, in the midst of all storm and 
stress, in the midst of all that is hopeless and disappointing, the sight 
‘of great leaders of public opinion on both sides raises hopes in our 
drooping minds. Ship-wrecked, storm-tossed, we are wading in deep 
waters. Tempest is raging, billows surging, clouds gathering fast 
overhead. Will the tottering bark ever get to the shore? Oh! for a 
favourable wind, Oh ! for a faithful mariner to lead us across the raging 
. waves of discontent and despair to a safe and hospitable shore ! 

Sir, with these few words, I support the reference of the Bill to the 
Select Committee. 


Mr, J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have 
listened with rapt attention to the speech of Badrudduja Sabeb who has 
^poken ind spoken so very fast that it was not pf>s«ible for me to catch 
*all the points that he raised. Sir, T expected, when the Nawab Bahadur, 
the sponsor of the Bill rose to speak, that he would give facts and 
figures — being aware of the denials of the allegations made in the Special 
Committee Report of the Calcutta Corporation he would furnish this 
House with facts and figures which would justify the objects and 
reasons stated in the Bill. But, Sir, we are sorely disappointed. He 
knew that if he did attempt to give any facts and figures, those would 
be answered and demolished successfully. And it is, therefore, we find 
that hurricane speech which was very difficult to follow, certain 
facts_were being read out w hich rela ted to irregukr iissessments 
regarding which there is no attempt at correction or regarding which 
there is no provision in the amending Bill. Sir, the last speaker has 
made it quite clear that the Congress Councillors and the Congress 
Mayors tried their utmost to find out the exact blemishes in respect of 
these assessment cases and to provide a remedy. I was surprised at 
the speeches delivered by the Muslim members of the Coalition Party, 
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who in their own spheres were sealons in supporting the extension of 
the rights of self-goTeinment, but in regard to the Calcutta Corporation . 
they are prepared to commit Kara kiri in supporting the retrogpnde step 
that has Ijeen taken by tfee Ministry. I wondered and wondered what 
could be the reason behind this mentality. Could it be that the Bengal 
Ministers felt the urgent need of extending their field of patronage? 
Could it be that the undue and ever-increasing ambitions of the mem- 
bers of the Coalition Party to share the loaves and fishes of office had 
led them to try and expand their field of scramble for loaves and fishes? 
I was amused to hear Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick repeating slogans 
of “purity and efficiency.” May I enquire of him through you, Sir, 
has the enrolment of Scheduled Cdstes job-seekers on receipt of money 
been stopped? Have they given up monopolising jobs and paying 
committees for their own relatives and confined the co-operution to 
helping themselves? How many times the honourable member with 
his amiable looks goes round and visits the offices both of the Govern- 
ment end of the Corporation to secure patronage for his folks. Lastly, 
the cat was out of the bag when he finished his speech by pleading for the 
appointment of a iScheduled Castes member in the Public Services Com- 
mission and what remained unsaid on his part was that member must 
be either he himself or a nominee of his brother. 

Sir, I was very much pained to hear the speech of Mr. Marindin 
who said that it was a retrograde step and it was an effort to restart 
self-government. Sir, those of us who have seen Britons in their own 
country saturated with the ideas of freedom, considerate to a degree 
regarding the feelings, regarding the rights and sentiments of others, 
will see with a sense of disgust and disappointment that in India they 
behave in a most un-Britonlike manner and go on to fulfil theij; own 
self-interest. They go on trampling under feet all the principles in 
whi(!h (hey have been nursed in their own country. We find that these 
gentlenmn here are alert to engineer differences and seke the oppor- 
tunity of those differences in this continent of India consisting of 
various castes, creed and religion. Mr. Marindin spoke of the 
deplorable state in the Building Dei>artnient of the Corporation, and 
he gave the impression that the European members had decided to be 
out of it. May I ask Mr. Marindin to tell the House whether the 
Leader of the European Group in the Corporation^ Mr. Holmes, used to 
be in the Building Department throughout the years during the tenure 
of his Councillorahip? May I ask him also to let the House know 
whether he also confes.sed when be was n.sked by my humble self that 
the Building Hvl***^ »*'*cb that there must be relaxations. Is it not 

a fact that th6 building plans submitted by Holmes Wilson & Co., I 
mean Britannia Building Oo., had the relaxation sanctioned sooner? 
He has also said about corruption in the Corporation. Unfortunately, all 
the members of the Corporation or of this House cannot boast that they 
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m&gels. 1b it not a fact that there was a*}oud whisper about * 
European Coonoillor whom the Europeans tried their best during the 
last election to keep out, but was unsuccessful P It is strange to hear 
from the mouth of our European trustees and mentors about nepotism* 
Neplt^ism is a gift from the West — from the high sphere of clergy — 
lAid therefore if this nepotism is prevalent here, we have to thank the 
Westerners for that gift, I sometimes wonder at the mentality of our 
European friends. While one day 1 was discussing with a responsible 
member of the European group — whose presence this House is being 
deprived of on account of his military preoccupation — I 'was discussing 
a long printed list of nepotism, corruption and bribery, against the 
Bengal Ministry; he after going through the list told me “where is the 
country in this world except perhaps England for tlie last few decades 
where we do not hear of this bribery, corruption and all that”. So 
that is the standard by which our European immtors, self-appointed 
trustees, judge the party whom they support, and on a different day 
in a very’ high tone of morality they speak whenever they want to 
curtail our rights. Sir, if a Bill of this nature were introduced in the 
British Parliament, T am sure the countrymen of my friends, the 
Europeans, would have .seen the fall of the Ministry the next day. 


I desire to ask, but I do not find Mr. Morgan bere. Mr. Marindin 
"said that the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation was 
under the coiitrol of a political party. Mr. Morgan knows more than 
anybody else that tlje (’hief Executive Officer of the Corporation for 
the last 15 years lias been the one person who was least amenable to 
the Congress influence. Mr. Morgan, I hope, will tell this House that 
whefi !)• led the Coalition Party in the Corporation, he received the 
help of ti»e Chief Executive Officer who has never been friendly to the 
Congress Group, ihu helped the party wielding political pj)wer in the 
Corporation. We, therefore, know' that when any positive activity has 
been shown by the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation, it has 
been in favour of Messrs. Morgans, Holmes and Booney and not in 
favour of the Congress Group in the Corporation, 

Sir, the other side have rejieated platitudes. They gave mere 
arguments without any cogent reasons in support of the objects and 
reasons of the Bill. They have refrained from the inconvenient task 
of proving the charges conclusively and they have followed the analogy 
of the story of the wolf and the lamb. Wolf says “you have done 
such and such wrong" when Iamb says “No." Wolf says “I wonH 
hear that, you have done that", and that has been the Government 
^^attitude. The weightiest evidence they have put forward during these 
discussions has been the statement of Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose who 
had described Corporation as an Augean Stable. Have not we the 
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right to expect that the Ministers will have the intelligence to under- 
stand the proper meaning of the public utterance of Srijut Subhas 
Chandra Bose. It is the statement of a person who was anxious to 
improve the affairs according to his own ideal. He has described the 
Corporation as an Augean Stable ; if Sreejut Subhas Chandra Bos^ was 
here in this House he would have run away from this House when Be 
had heard of the exploits of the present Ministry. (Mr. M. A. H. 
IsPAHANi; Where would he have run away?) He would have run 
away to his house and kept better company than he could get here. 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons the first point, only a 
dogmatic assertion, was that the experience of the working of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act during the last IG years has demonstrated that 
political views of the party in the Corporation have very largely 
influenced its day-to-day administration. There is not an iota of fact 
in support of this complaint. We would have expected that if the 
Minister believed in the truth he would have given a comparative state- 
ment showing the eflSciency before 1923 and showing the deterioration 
after 1923. Even if he could have shown some deterioration after 1923, 
it was incurahont upon him to establish that such deterioration was not 
#the fault of individual officers or the slackness of a particular depart- 
ment but it was due to the influence of the political party. But that, 
has not been done. On the other hand facts stare us in the face that^ 
from 1923 onwards in the sphere of public health, in the sphere of 
education, and in all social welfare work, the Calcutta Corporation has 
made tremendous progress and has shown the way to others. 

The next point is interference. What is the exact nature of this 
interference? If at all, is it anything more than what the Ministers 
meet with when their supporters come and make various demands from 
them? Or do they say that the interference has been to compel them 
to give up their ordinary duties, to make them spin kkadar or to do 
other Congress work after leaving their ofllce work? Has there been 
any instance like that? 

The tliird point is that appointments have been made on personal 
and party considerations. I will deal with this point presently. The 
Hon’ble Minister said that they could cite the example of Bombay and 
Madras where there is provision for an official Chief Executive Officer. 
There are things to be said on both sides. But I would request him 
not to cite the instances of Bombay and Madras to justify his point. 
Sir, what Bengal thinks to-day the rest of India thinks to-morrow is 
a very well-known saying. And if Bombay and Madras have not as yet 
had a Chief Executive Officer elected by the Councillors, they will have 
to make a little leeway to come up to it. Coming to the question of 
appointments it has been said that appointments are often made on 
personal and party considerations. Except the one just now mentioned 
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that a non-Matriculat^ was appointed Head Clerk, is there any other 
* instance that there was an appointment made to the detriment of 
efficiency either by personal likes or dislikes tOr at the instance 0! the 
Congress Party P I ask, Sir, does it lie in the mouth of this Bengal 
Ministiy to come and make these complaints? The Bengal Ministry 
during the time they had the question of the sanction of the extefiaion 
of the dfief Executive Officer under consideration have a' very had 
record to face. Can it be denied that during this time two Ministers 
of Government met the Executive Officers of the Corporation at the 
house of an ex-Mayor in order to fix up the appointment of the Superin- 
tendent of the Lansdowne Market? Can it also he denied or if the 
Hon’ble Minister does not know, will he enquire of his Deputy 
Secretary, who is Kishori Mukherji of the Assessment Department and 
whether his appointment was made when the sanction of the extension 
of the Chief Executive Officer was pending with the Hon*hle Minister!^ 
May*I further enquire who is one J. N. Gupta, overseer in the water- 
works department witliout any engineering qualifications? Has he any 
relationship with the Private Secretary of the Hon’hle Nawab 
Bahadur? May I again enquire whether the Surveyor Shaikh by name 
.in the Survey Department is also a nominee of the Hon’hle Nawab 
Bahadur? May I further enquire how many letters either the Chfef 
’ of this Government or the Hon’hle Minister have written during the 
^tirae that sanction of the extension of the term of service of the 
Chief Executive Officer and the Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
was pending with them? It does not behove persons who live in 
glass houses to throw stones at others. (The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadue, of Dacca: Why can’t you please wait till I 
give^ reply?) Yes, I shall. I have mentioned only a very small list 
and cotsTd mention more. However, T shall stop here and await the 
reply. Sir, if the real purpose was not to bring the Corporation and 
its appointments under the control of Government for distribution of 
patronage amongst the near relations and hangers-on of the Ministers, 
they would have accepted the pro|>osal of the Corporation to meruit 
candidates on the basis of a competitive examination restricted to Hindus, 
Scheduled Castes and the Muslims, so that a person, he he a Hindu, he 
he a Muslim or be he a Scheduled Caste, would get appointment on 
merits and not on the favours of any pow'ers that be. Tf they had pro- 
vided for an independent Board of Examiners, if they had provideil for 
penalties and surcharge against the appointing auUiority, who dared 
act against the results of the competitive examination and the recom- 
mendations of the Board of Examiners? Sir, if they really wanted the 
undue influence of some Councillors to be obviated theyVould have 
proposed a disqualification clause providing a penalty for any Councillor 
who, may go about into the office room of the Chief Executive Officer 
and other officers and who try to influence appointments — that would 
have served tl^e purpose. 
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^ With regard to the Building Enljes if ^hey really wanted to stop 
corruption which is there, they W011I4 have at once i»x>p 08 ed a revision 
of the old Building Rul^. ^ Mr. Ho|pae|i, at^at time Leader of the 
European Group, while discussing how these* things can be stopped told 
me that the price of lands in Burra Bazar and other places had gone 
up to Rs. 28 to 30 thousand a cottah and in some eases to as much as 
Bs. 38,00(^per cottah as my honourable friend Sir Harisankax»Paul says 
— and you cannot expect them to keep one-third vacant spaoe — ^you 
cannot expect them to keep so much valuable lands vacant and the 
Building Buies are all antiquated. Have they tried to do that? 
Therefore, if they wanted to remove the undue influence, if they wanted 
to remove corruption that there might be due to the Building Buies 
when persons who had invested Bs. 30,000 per cottah wanted to utilise 
that space, they would have at once taken steps to revise all these out 
of date rules. But that is not their idea.^ The idea is clearly to bring 
this Calcutta (Corporation into the grip of the present Ministry of Bengal. 
They have one grip already — I mean the sanction of extension. If 
has been said that certain officers were getting increments and sanctions 
of extensions. Were the Government sleeping all the time? AV^hy did 
they »ot withhold sanction? How was it that sanctions to extensions 
were readily available? I have only given a few instances as to why 
and how these sanctions have been made use of by Government. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

Did you say that sanctions had been given by Government? 


Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA' GUPTA; Yes^ sanctions for eKtehsions 
had been pending. At any rate, I do say categorically that while 
questions of sanctioning extensions were pending, the son of the 
Confidential Assistant of the MinistdV-in-eharge, the nephew of the 
Depu^r iSeeretary of the Local Self-Government Department and other 
Huehtcandidates w'ere being provided in the (Calcutta Corporation. So, 
Sir, w’e know now' w'hat will happen when the control will pass 4o 
Government. It is said that the Government want to take powers to set 
right the things in the Corporation. Let us examine the past creden- 
tials of Government. The Government only interfered once, — I do not 
find here the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy — and that was to 
set aside an election by the majority of the elected Councillors when 
Mr. Fazlul Huq was elected as the Mayor. That is the past achieve- 
ment of tbfu ^tiovernment with regard to exercise of powers. ^ If you 
say that Governnumt bad not enough powers, is it not sufficient to 
point out that the powers which they had they mis-used and they mis- 
used those powers — not to set right any of the grievances of the rate- 
payers. 
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lir. M. SHAMtUDOilf AHMIBi Brat mum of tli* rales Iren 

cbaii|r«d. » ^ 

Mrt ilOCESH OHANIMRA gOpTA: Government did not use their 
powers to set rig^ any of the grievances of the rate-payers » but they 
o^jly %xerci8ed them, let it be said, only once amf wrongly I maintain. 
The Chief Minister will, I hope, have something to sayiabout the 
applicaiion of section 19 which provided that on the recommendation 
of the Corporation something could be done. Though the Corporation . 
did not recommend and though the majority of the elected representa- 
tives of the rate-payers supported the election of Mr. Faalul Huq, the 
obliging Minister — the Hon’ble Sir Bijay Prasad Singh Roy — at that 
time did not think much of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. At that 
time he did not expect that on hi| sufferance he would have to become 
a Minister. The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy did that. At 
any r#te I am not going to-day into the (luestion of propriety or other- 
wise of that. All that I want to say is that Government had powers 
but they did not exercise thorn in the interests of the rate-payers. 
(Though they caiin* tp know of all these things, they allege now they 
nev(‘r appointed an Inspector to go and inspect and with tha small 
powers they did not act rightly, they cannot possibly now have greater 
.powers, particularly after the instances that I have given. When they 
had control over the Corporation in respect of their ofticers, and whefr 
^ their cases of extensions were pending, Government were getting their ^ 
own men appointed and I do not think thiat they can come and say 
legitimately that they want to stop the corruption in the Corporation. 

Sir, what do we wantr^ We want the Bill to be circulated. Those 
who pay^the piper have the right to call for the tune. The Calcutta 
Corporation is not maintained from Government revenues. They do 
not make any coptribution. On the other hand they take away from 
the Corporation what is its rightful dues. T^cy get about Rs. 13 lak^s 
as motor taxes from Calcutta and they giv^ to the Corpora|,i^ii only 
Rs. 4i lakhs and keep the remainder to themselves. Undei^uch 
dtrcuujstances, the ultimate and only authority is the rate-payerl. Let 
Government go before them and as Mr. Santosh Kumar Biifiu has 
suggested, if Government dare, let them go before the elet^rs in a 
constitutional way and let them take their opinions. If they do not 
want an election, let them circulate the Bill and get the opinions of 
various Rate-payers’ Associations and other constituted bodies in 
Calcutta. 

Tt has been said that there are arrears of assessnfMtr May I ' 
enquire-^and 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will let the BToum know — 
what is the amount of the arrears of the taxes due from the Bengal 
Government themselves F How many lakha are in arreartf 
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Mr. NIHARtNOy OUTTA MAfUMDAR: answer! 

* 

The Hon’bto Nawab^K|waJa HABipuLLAH^ Bahadur, of Dacca: 

You will have an answer. 

Mr. JOCItH CiIaNDRA GUPTA: . .. ill not taker a 

very lon^ time. But I do expect that the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
will disabuse this House that the names th|it I have mentioned* do not 
exist: in fact, these people have not been appointed on his recom- 
mendation or at the instance of the Deputy Secretary of the Local Self- 
Government Department. I name Babu Kishori Mohan Mukherjee in 
whom one of the Deputy Secretaries is interested. 

It has been said that increments have been granted to District 
Engineers and other officers. Some cases of jjunishment, etc., have 
been cited. Sir, these are things which should be placed before the 
House in a tabulated manner. Jf the Corporation or those wlio ar^ 
the representatives of the rate-payers cannot meet them, that would 
justify action but not in this way, not depriving a self-governing 
autonomous body which is the proud privilege of Bengal, not by 
murdering a free ffody politic, not by depriving the rate-payers of 
Calcutta of the constitution of which they are legitimately proud of, 
j^ut by taking the necessary steps I have indicated above. This House, 
I dare say on behalf of our party as also representing the rate-payerf 
of Calcutta, will give unstinted support to the Ministry in any enquiry 
they may make, any report they may want, any step they may take, 
for the purpose of setting the Corporation matters right. But they 
cannot possibly give any support knowing w^hat the ulterior motive 
behind the Bill is — knowing* that the Bill does not tackle i the real 
problems that have got to be faetd in the Municipal Act of 1923. 

Witli these words, 1 again Tt‘quest both the Minister in charge of 
tke Bill ami th»* Chief Minister ‘Mo not deprive the rate-payers of 
‘ CaicUtt«kof their say in the matter which concerns their daily life : 
do upt hit them by taking away the rights that have been conferred 
upon Ihem, the rights which they have enjoyed, the rights w^hieh they 
have exercised usefully and which they can proclaim before all othei 
self-govCTning institutions^’. I hope it is not yet too late to stay 
their hands and to circulate the Bill for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
amongst the Bengal public. These are the words I address in support 
of the motion for circulation. 

Rti BaiMlir JOGBSH CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want 
to say only a few words. I won’t take much time. 

Sir, it is not much use circulating the Bill for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion unless the Government keep an open mind in 
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the matter. On the other hand I would reque«t honourable membm^ 

. of the House to accept the principle of the Bill and send it to the 
Select Committee. On the other hand 1 would request the honourable 
members of this House to accept the principV of the Bill H they are 
honestly convinc|Mi that Government has been able to make out a 
gj>oJ*ca8e and thdt th«\v were most reluctantly forced to pla(^ a revolu- 
tionary Bill like this before the^ House onlj- to save the Calcutta 
C(»»'porution and the rate-payers from utter ruin, having failed to 
improve the a(lii)ini8tratii»n by all constitutional hieans. If these facts 
can bo c.stabli.shed I would be the first man to support this Bill. 

Now, Sir, let us examine the Stat<*ment of Objects and Beasons and 
see wdiat the charges are. They are: — 

that the efficiency of the administration has been impaired due to 
the influence of a political party in the Corporation; 
fj*equeut interference with the executive; 
appointment has been made on party considerations; 
maladministration in the various departments; 

deliberate evasion or infringements of the ^irovisions of law — 
persisteiitlv brought to the notice of Gov(*rnment ; 

favouritism ; 
nepotism. 

Sir, I have heard the introductory speech of the Iloirble Minister 
ith attentitm and we expected t(» hear some definite charges against 
the C/orporation wlii«‘h would stop all adverse criticisms, but to the 
utter ^surprise of every one in this House no case was cited in support 
of a Bill^ of this revolutionary nature. Sir, we like to know specifically 
how’ the day-to-day administration has suffered due to the presence of 
a political party in that house. 

May we enquire if the sweepers are sweeping the city eyerydayP ^ 
May we enquire if the city remains in darkness due to the failure of 
the gas and electric system,*' May we enquire if the filt<;red water- ’ 
supply has been stopped and the rate-payers are drinking uplSltere<l 
river water*' May we enijuire if the drains and latrines are ffnt being 
flushed by the supply of uiifiltered water}' May w’e eiKjuire if the poor 
and needy are not getting medical relief? May w'e (*niiuire if the city 
is always in the grip of epidemic due to their negligence? May we 
enquire if the C(»rporation has or has not started maternity units? 
May we enquire if the Corporation has nia<le any arrangement for \ 
* primary education for the children of the city? May we enquire if 
the Corporation has made any arrangement to (*ounteraet the tuber- 
culosis menace? And finally, may we enquire if the finances have 
collapsed and the authorities are fattening themselves on bribes? 
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These are my ten ^paints. We the members * 0 ! this House stay for five 
to six months in this city but never a murmur was ever heard about 
absence of civic \menities aai we find that the Corporation has satis- 
fied 9 II th* ten pointff and the da^-to-day administration runs smoothly 
and the efficiency has not impaired in any wa^^. How can ^ the 
administration sufieir even if it is assumed that one, two or ten' men 
are appointed on party considerat^ns, provided the incumbents are 
otherwise qualified, and I may say with confidence that the superior 
staff is not inefficient ns their appointments are subject to the approval 
of Government. 

Sir, we would incite the Hon’ble Minister to tell us definitely what 
steps were taken by Government under sections 16, 17, 18 and 19 to 
set the affairs of the Corporation in order during the last 16 years and 
if ever any officer was deputed to examine the internal administration. 
We definitely want to know on how many occasions Government during 
the last 16 years annulled the resolution of the Corporation and this 
House would take serious notice if the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell us when the Corporation disobeyed any just and legal instruction 
of the Government. 1 gather from the report of the Corporation that 
the Corporation is prepared to accept as many as 26 sections out of 50 
in the Bill. It is a matter of great pity that Government never asked 
the authorities of the Corporation to sit round a table to discuss the 
provisions of this Bill and come to an agreed solution. This, I venture^ 
to suggest, is the proper procedure if the move be a hoft/t fide one. 
These purely are administrative questions and no cry of or 

should be raised in this connection. If false issues be 
raised to cloud the issue one would be tempted to taunt and 8 ay“g *5 
C^— (?R ”• 

One word more and 1 would finish. If the Hon’ble Minister can 
satisfy us on all points, then the whole House would go with him in 
the sapae lobby. Otherwise we do record our strongest disapproval for 
their reactionary and arbitrary action. We have enough of troubles; 

' do not please add more to them and don’t cry for a pound of flesh. 

Sir, with these words I resume my seat. 

u 

I 

Adjournment 


It being 8»10 p.m. — 

The Houm was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 10th 
September, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Pnieeediiigt of the Bengal Lei^tlatiTO Ataeoil^ asaemUed 
under the provisions of the Government oldadia Ac;t^ ld36» 

• T^ie Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta , on Tuesday » 
the 10th September, 1940, at 4-46 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizvl HaquEi 
c.i.E.) in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 218 members. 


Placing of Statements in the House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may I enquire under 
whose authority the statement entitled “Statement furnishing 
materials justifying the provisions of the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940“ has been circulated in the House P It does not 
contain the name of the person who has circulated it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is a statement by Government, and they 
have circulated it. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, as the custodian of the 
HouHe.^will Mr. Speaker consider the desirability of stopping the 
circulation of such things in the midst of debate P 

Mr. SPEAKER: If, at any time, a member wants to circulate 
anything, I cannot stop it. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, are we to take it as 

a White Paper or a mere scrap of paper? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, it does not bear any 
signature. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into the Blatter. Our practice is 
that it must be authenticated and then circulated. 
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Mr. SASANK/nWCHAR SANYAL: Sir, sucli statements should 
be ffiven to us in proper time. 

Mr. SMAKER} ’ It is for the Government to decide whether they 
will do it in proper^or improper time or in no time. (Laughter.^# 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

[to which oral answers were given) 

Bandipore Union Board Voten’ List. • 

•249. Babu RADHA NATH DAS; (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the liocul Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that on the 13th December, 1039, the day of .hear- 
ing of claims and objections to the List of Voters of Bandipore Union 
Board, police-station Kharda, district 24-Parganas, fixed under rule 6 
of the Notification of the Governor in Council No. 630T. — L.S.-G., 
dated the 13th October, 1919, the Circle Officer of Barrackjwre added 
the names of hundreds of i)ersons to the Register of Voters of that 
Union at the request of the last President without any claims from 
such i)ers{>n8? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister \ye pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a defeated candidate from Bandipore 
Union Board has been nominated as a member of the said 
Board ; and 

(fV) that he is a resident of the same village wherefrom '■half the 
members of the said Board have been elected? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
fdr the nomination of defeated candidate? 

(d) Is the Hoirble Minister aw^are that the new Circle Officer, 
Barrackpore, holds all elect ipns of the Bandijwre Union Board in the 
house of the last President ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the last President is a member of the new 
Board ? 

(/) Is it a fact that in contravention of rule 29 under Notification 
No. 630T. — L.S.-G., dated the 13th October, 1919, of the Governor in 
Council, the Circle Officer delegated to the last President the power of 
convening a meeting of memWrs of the Bandipore Union Board for the 
purpose of electing a President? 

(p) Is it a fact thait in spite of written protests stating that no 
notice of meeting giving time and venue from the Circle Officer, 
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Barxi^ckpore, had bean received by any of the mainbara of the Bandi- 
•pore C^Dion Board, a meeting for election of aucb, Praaident was 
arbitrarily held in the house of the last Prefident on the SJndiTuly) 
1940, at 2-45 p.m. P * 


fh) If the answer to clause (d) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hbu'ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawtb Khwaja 
Habibullah Bah^ur, of Dacca): (a) It is not a fact that the names 

were added at the mere request of the last President. At the time of 
certifying the final voters’ list, it was found by the Circle Officer that 
the names of only those jiersons who had paid a rate of lie, 1 or more 
had been included in the list, whereas the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act confers the franchise on all persons paying a rate of annas 
six or more. The defect was pointed out to the President and he was 
asked to submit u supplementary list w'hich he did. 

(b) and (e) Yes. 

ic) Although defeated candidates are not usually appointed, there 
is no bar to their apjKiintment. In tliis inirticular case the candidate 
appointed was considered very suitable. 

(d) and (h) Yes, This is the usual practice where, hs in this 
case, a Union Board has no sefxirute office of its own. 

(/) and (//) No. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be plea.s<*d to state what aidion has been taken against the 
President who deliberately included the names of persons payii^ 
Re. 1 a.s rate in the list of voters? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Daooat 

I do not know wliat action has 1 >«hi taken. I may make an enquiry. 


Writing names on the answer books of Matrioulation Examination. 

*280. Mtuivi MD. ABDU8 SHAHEEDs (a) Is the Eon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that in the Matriculation Examination of the Cslcatta Univer- 
sity the examinees have to write their names on their answer 
books; 



800 QUE8TIOKS. [lOra Sept., 

^(u) thftt protests have been made by people from all parts of tbe 
province against this practice; and 

(iii) tlmt there exists b, feeling amongst the people of Bengal parti- 

cnlarly amongst the student community against this practice? 

0 

C 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking steps for having 
the existing rule on the subject altered P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’blo 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq, Minister in charge of the Education 
Department): (a) Yes. 

(b) I have been informed by the Calcutta University that no other 
system is practicable. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for which protests have been made against 
the practice of the examinees writing their names on their answer 
books P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a)(t 2 ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state in what manner protests 
were made by people against the practice of examinees writing their 
names on their answer books? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I believe, representa- 
tions have been sent. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (6), 
^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of 
examining the practicability of changing the system of writing names 
on answer papers ? ^ 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHANS Sir, it was asked whether the 
change of the system was practicable and the answer given was that 
no other system is practicable. So, my question is, whether Govern- 
ment would 66nsider the desirability 

Mr. SPEAKER: Government cannot do anything which it is not 
•ntitled to do. This is a matter which lies with the University and 
therefore Government cannot do it. 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN I Will Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether there is any power of the Gk>Temment under 
the present rules for examining the practicability of changing the 
existing system ? 

• 

• The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: In an indirect manner, 
Government can only request the University but beyond that, I do not 
think they have got any power at all. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many I'epresentations ^vere received in this 
matter.^ 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (6), 
wdll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if names are written on 
answ’^er books in all the examinations conducted by the University? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question refers only to the Matriculation 
Examination. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With n^ference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Calcutta 
University sent their reply to Government saying that it is Sot practic- 
able to change the system ? 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: W'ith reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that tho 
Muslim students are the only sufferers in this respect? 

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer 
(a) (Hi), W’ill the Hon’ble Minister hf ^pleased to state what is the 
source of his information regarding this answer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: liesolutions passed at 
various meetings and representations made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which meetings, organised liy whom, were held, and 
when representations were made and whether representations were made 
to Government o’* to the University ? 
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Tilt Hoii'bit Khwi^ Sir NAZIMUODINS 1 believe, representa- 
tions have been made both to Government and to the University. 

» 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When and where P 

The Hofi'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Arrest of Srijut 8u|>ati Roy Chowdhury of diatrict Tippers under the 
Defence of India Act. 

•291. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Srijut Supati Roy Chowdhury of the district of Tippera 
arrested under the Defence of India Act has been detained under the 
Defence of India Rules in the Midnapore Central Jail? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether he has been confined in the solitary cell ; 

(n) whether his confinement in the solitary cell has affected his 
health; and 

(iit) whether he has been suffering from insomnia and also from 
Theumatism P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for confining him in the solitary 
cell? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state in which division 
he has been placed as a prisoner? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : {a) Yes. 

(6) (i) and (in) No. 

(ft) and (c) Do not arise. ^ , 

(d) At present he is treated as a Division II under-trial prisoner. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
answer (■6)(>V, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is 
aware that cells in the Midnapore Central Jail are so ill-constructed 
that they amount to solitl^y imprisonment? 

Tho Hon’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not accept that. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUbOIN HASHEMYs Will the Hon’ble 
'MiniBter be pleased to state whether he has ever visited the Midnmpore 
Central Jail as the Hon’ble Home Minister?* 


ihr. SPEAKER: I was thinkinjf whether yon were going to ask 
if^he had ever been in that jail! (Laughter.) 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I myself had been in 
that jail for (> months. So, 1 asked whether he had ever visited that 
jail as Home Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mf. SYED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister consider the desirability of visiting onoe the Midnapore 
Central Jail with a view to ascertain the ill-construction of the cells 
there ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly, Sir, if I get 
an opportunity, 1 will go there. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

' Malaria epidamio in East Mymanaingh rural araat. 

12S. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (a) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local SelMiovern- 
meut Department aware that a virulent type of malaria epidemic is 
raging in East Mymensingh rural areas particularly in the Netrokona 
subdivision and in portions of the Sadar subdivision taking a heavy toll 
of human lives? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by his 
department to cope with the epidemic for preventing loss of life? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that only a few years back these 
areas were free from malaria and were looked upon as very healthy 
places ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason of the present deterioration of 
health in these areas? 
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(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that quack practitioners and 
speculators are selling quinine at exorbitant rates to the people at 
large P 

(/) Have the Government made proper arrangements for the cheap 
distribution of quinine in these areas? 

(g) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of making any comprehen- 
sive scheme for the eradication of malaria from these areas? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) No report of outbreak of malaria epidemic in the areas referred to 
by the honourable member, has reached Government. The statistics, 
however, show that mortality from malaria in these areas is rather 
high. 

(h) Large allotments of quinine were distributed by Government 
during the current year in the district through local dispensaries and 
hospitals, and the National Welfare Unit as well as through other asso- 
ciations and individuals. Twenty-two Medical Licentiates were 
deputed for anti-malaria work in the affected areas. The District Board 
of My men sin gh also started 120 centres for free distribution of quinine. 

(c) No. Neither of the subdivisions was altogether free from 
malaria, although the incidence of malaria in these subdivisions was 
comparatively low a few years ago. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Government have no such information. 

(/) Yes; as far as practicable, having regard to the total allotment 
available. Special grants are also invariably made in all ymergent 
cases. 

(g) Comprehensive anti-malaria schemes for the affected areas are 
under the consideration of the Irrigation Department. 

mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (7m 

S'TOf “No report of outbreak of malaria 

epidemic in the areas referred to by the honourable member has 
reached Government” — Government (TTH enquiry ^ 

TOffip!! ? 

The Hwifbit Niwab Khwajt HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as T am aware there is no information available to Government, 
but if tlie honourable member wishes, I can make an enquiry. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to his 

admission that the statistics show that mortality from malaria in 
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areas is rather high^ will the Hon’ble If mister be pleased to 
. state as to when he came in possession of those statistics showing that 
mortality from malaria was rather high ? 

XHe Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooai 

I^anhot tell you the time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state approximately how long ago he came in 
possession of those statistics ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

How could I say how long ago, when and where and all thatP 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether from the statistics in his posses- 
sion he could understand that there w'as an epidemic of malaria in 
those areas? 

Tha Hofi’bta Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I have already said that mortality is high, I have never said that there 
was an epidemic. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what steps Government took to ascertain 
the causes of increase in mortality as soon as Government came to know 
that Mortality from malaria was rather high? 

/ 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that arise? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am drawing your 
attention to answer (e), wlnw^ the llon’ble Minister is denying that 
these areas were free from malaria. Nevertheless, bo admits by say- 
ing that “neither of the subdivisions was altogether free from malaria, 
although the incidence of malaria in these subdivisions was compara- 
tively low a few vears ago.“ Coupled wdth that information 

Mr. SPEAKER! You can ask generally as to whether there has 
been any enquiry as to why mortality from malaria has risen high. 
That would he in order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Uy difficulty is that 
the answer given by the Hon’ble Uiniater is contradictory. 
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Mft SPEAKERS I have nothing to do with that. If yon want 
further information, you can enquire as to the high rate ol malaria* 
mortality. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA IIAZUMDAR: That is precisely my 
point, but the answer seeks to evade the main question. * 

lift SPEAKERS You ask a separate question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Government made any 
enquiry to ascertain the causes of high mortality from malaria in these 
areas ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khmja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dooca: 

1 cannot say offhand. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (6), how 
does the Hon’ble Minister say “does not arise” when in answer to (a) 
he admits that mortality from malaria is rather high and in (c) he says 
that “although the incidence of malaria in these subdivisions was com- 
paratively low a few years ago”? 

Thu Hon’bla Nawab Khuraja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have said that from the statistics which are before Government it 
appears that the mortality is rather high. We have no official 
information from the local officers regarding its epidemic form, 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that most of the centres at times remained without any quinine or 
w'ithout any medicine whatsoever? 

Tba Hoii*l>lo Nawab Khwaja HABIBi^LLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of that fact. But if th^onourable member points out 
the places which were without quinine, I shall take proper steps to see 
that quinine is supplied. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDI^IA ROY: 

^ OfftnnaR Of No report of outbreak of malaria 

epidemic in areas referred to, etc., has reached Government— dj ftTOr 
Government CWPf enquiry ^ ^ ? 

The Hcii*bl§ Nawab Ktiwaja HABIBULLAH Bahcdiir, cf Dacca: 

How can I say what happened four years ago ? 
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. flM Hon'ble NawA Khwala HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoaai 

Goverimieut Lave f^iven up small local minor schemes and have taken 
up a large anti-malarial scheme; this is the new policy of Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: By question (y) he wanted to know as to whether 
there is any comprehensive scliemes. 

The Hon’ble Ntwab Khwija HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I have said that it is under the consideration of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. 

• 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 3 r*JT tni | ’dtsita 

C5tC515 Irrigation Depart montvij? anti-malarial Hcheme <417^5 
(7T^ consider 9C4(.^ •ij’l* 4^ 

consideration^ ^ Cl? ^ f 

Tha Hofi’Ma Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

The Irrigation Department are the proper authority to answer that 
question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ;;Tr;r?t? ?#1 arWf fV Irrigation 

Depaitment fw alw ?i ?i caTanR c? caca? r 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
answer given by the Hon’ble |^inister that his department have no 
official information about tii^^ outbreak of malaria epidemic, may I 
draw his attention to his unsa’er (6) where he has quoted the steps 
taken for the puriK)se of roping wdth the situation, viz., 22 medical 
iicentiate44 were depute<l 

Mr. SPEAKER; What is your question ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The question will 

follow. I* 

Mr. SPEAKER: But he has explained already that mortality 
might rise, but it may not be due to epidemic malaria. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs The Hon’ble Minister 

has stated that his department have no official information. With, 
regard to information, I ask the Hon’ble Minister to state when his 
department came to knot^of these elaborate steps for the purpose of 
coping with the situation temporarily in the affected areas? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoni 

1 want notice. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER* Sir, I rise in support o{ the 
circulation motion. 

Sir, it is difficult not to admire the crusading spirit which seeming- 
ly pervades tlie Statement of Objects and Heusons for intro- 
ducing the Bill and the eloquent speetdi of the Nawab Bahadur in 
8npj)ort of the measure. The Nawab Bahadur argues that tlie Corpora- 
tion has become a veritable Augean stable, that acts of jobbery, 
n(q)otiHm and undue discrimination are so rampant that the Govern- 
ment can no longet" look on: that tlieir inner moral urge compels them 
to interfere and to make a Herculean effort to cleanse the Augean 
stable. It would be heartening, Sir, in these days of rampant evil to 
witness a combination of moral fervour and Herculean strength. But 
the fact, we are afraid, is that might is tending more and more to 
regard itself as right. Our political Hercules is to himself a moral 
giant as well. For “120 reasons.” as Mr. Wordsworth put it, and 
supported by 2n scions of the British lion, the Government no doubt 
possess the strength of a Hercules, they can get a legislation through 
without turning a muscle. But it is«n moot (piestion, Sir, whether in 
pro|>osing to* clean the Augean stable^ what they turn on them is the 
purifying waters of the Alpheus or metely the filth of our political 
gutters. It has been said again and again by critics that the object of 
the Bill is to curtail the powers of the Corporation and to destroy its 
autonomy. In reply to such criticisms, the Nawab Bahadur most 
emphatically disclaims any such intention on the part of the Govern- 
ment, The Government have apparently been actuated, according to 
the Nawab Bahadur, by the sole consideration of providing a remedy 
for mismanagement and misuse of powers. In fact, (hey are so very 
anxious for the g(K>d government of the Corjmration %at the Govern- 
ment feel compelled to bring in this measure, even thouji^h the Hon^ble 
Minister for Local Self-Government has no illusions about the retro- 
grade character of the measure. Sir, those in authority and in 
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poflaession of strength and power have never lacked plausible and even 
altruistic excuses for usurping the power and 'autonomy of others. 
Such altruism has been professed before by those who cast about for a 
justification for what they propose to do. kt was adduced by Italy 
when she raped Abyssinia and by Japan when she marched into China. 
It i«^ again this altruistic motive which apparently prompts the 
British to continue in India and to caiTj^ on the whiteman’s Jieavy 
burden. Every victim of aggression is a bundle of vh'es which must 
be burnt to be sterilised. It is not different with our HonHde Minister 
for Ix)cal Self-Government. He holds up bis hands in horror at the 
misdeeds and party intrigues inside the (Corporation and is ready with 
the scourge for the sinners. 

Sir, I do not for a moment deny that there is scope for reform in 
the Corporation. The instances of maladministration, party intrigues 
and favouritism in the civic sphere do but scant credit to the party 
that have so long been in power in the Corporation and have otherwise 
done ‘good work for the extension and improvement of civic amenities. 
But are the remedies proposed in the Hill likely to bring about the 
improvement needed and which we all desire To crush the demo- 
cratic form and spirit of a self-governing institution is not to reform it. 
And that is exactly wliat the Bill is out to achieve. Reform, Sir, is 
usually understood to imply a process different to annihilation. That 
is vhy I start with asking whether the cleansing agent is not more 
impure than what is sought to be cleansed. And that is a (piestion 
which the more thouirhtful members of the Government ought to ask 
themselves before they j)ersist with this measure. 

The authors and the beneficiaries of this Hill are a Government 
working under a party which within a short time has gained an 
unenviaille reputation for ingenuity in getting things done to their 
liking by putting pressure on the Government; secondly, this party 
Government have themselves been seriously accused of the same vices 
and even more serious evils than (hose whicdi they now profess to be 
eager to remove from the Corporation. (>)uld such a Government 
be considered competent to uxt^rtake such a work or is not the fear 
very" real that the Governnielftt by intervening in this manner would 
only accentuate the existing evils? There is the further and funda- 
mental question whether the desired objective could not he achieved 
by any means short of depriving the Corporation t»f its autonomous and 
self-governing character. That, Sir, is the crux of the problem. 
Assuming it is true the Corporation is a hotlwjd of party intrigue, does 
the cure lie in ^placing that party influence by the inffuence of a com- 
munal party Which will not be responsible to the rate-payers but will in- 
directly impoiie its authority on the affairs of the Corporation? Certain- 
ly, this is not curing the evils from which the adminisatrtion of the 
Corporation is said to suffer. (Juite naturally, therefore, the retort has 
25 
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gone out from the Opposition Benches — “Physician, heal thyself.*' The 
Physician in this case has in reality no healing powers. Further, he 
is all the more likely to infect his patient with his own deadly virus. 
If all the facts and figure# could be examined and analysed by an 
independent body, I am sure, the examination would disclose that the 
Coalition in power in Bengal have to its credit in its career of nptirly 
dj years far more instances of black deeds than has the party in pow#r 
in the Corporation in its long history of 16 years! (Hear! hear!) 
This years* career will, I have no doubt, be found to be replete with 
Instances of undue political pressure over administration, supersession 
and transfers of officers, cancellation of transfers and extensions of 
service at the request of even individual members of the party, 
interference with the executive to an extent and in a manner which 
has destroyed the morale of executive officers, as they will no doubt 
themselves testify if they had tlie freedom to do so, and even attempts 
to interfere with judicial proceedings, not to speak of the granting of 
excise licences and of nominations for a consideration. Definite ins- 
tances of the sale of nominations came up at one of the District Officers' 
Conferrences where it was reported that some members of the party 
supporting the Government had actually opened offices in certain 
district centres at which they were receiving money from candidates 
for nominations to district boards and debt settlement boards on the 
promise that they would secure nomiimtions for such cjindidates from 
the Government. And when, Sir, the (/oalition Government talk 
particularly of a crusade against nepotism in tlie Corporation, they 
least realise the unconscious humour of their position. From what I 
know of the Corporation from personal experiiuice as a member and 
otherwise, it is my impression that while there have no doubt been 
cases of favouritism in party interest, cases of actual nepotism -have 
been very rare. But nepotism in its literal sense, that is, preference 
for nephews in appointment to offices, is writ large over the forehead 
of the Coalition Government. In fact, it cannot be gainsaid that 
nephews occupy a very important pla«e in the pre.sent Government of 
Bengal. Even in the present Bill the interest of nephews has not been 
overlooked, ns those who read between 'ftie lines will no doubt be able 
to detect. Yet we are asked to believe that the Coalition Party in the 
Assembly with such known records will shed a saintly influence as 
soon as they, through their Government, take up the reins of power 
in the Corporation and will further cure th^ evils of which they are 
themselves so full. The elected Councillors of the Corporation^ in spite 
of their occasional lap.ses, have the redeetning virtue that they are 
elecU^d by the rate-payers and answerable to them anf the latter <*an 
express their disapproval of their misdeeds by withholding their 
8Upj>ort at subsequent elections. But what is the justification of the 
Coalition Partv, who do not represent the rate-payers and are not 
responsible to Them, but are preponderantly representatives of rural 
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Bfiigaly wielding effective control in the Corporation and turning it 
into a happy political hunting ground? The representatives of rural 
areas, who have little or no stake in the city) are, in fact, assumed in 
this Bill to be better guardians of the city’s interests than the rate- 
payers themselves or their representatives. 

* The lessons of experience in other countries definitely are that if 
the party in power in the political Government of n country have also 
full sway over municipal Government, the result is never good for the 
municipal administration. Rather, the consequences are an increase 
of corruption through extraneous pressure over the local ad- 
ministration. Writing, for example, of the American experience, 
Lord Bryce gave the opinion that “patronage being a j^ow^erful politi- 
cal engine certain to be used for political purposes,” the evils of the 
“spoils system” would Iw* still more pronounced, “if the same party 
sliould at the same time be supreme both in the national Government 
and o^er local bodies.” 

Even admitting that the state of things in the Corporation is 
rotten, should not an enqinrv have first been made as to the actual 
defects, their nature and extent, and should it not also have been con- 
sidered whether any other remedies, less drastic and less inimical to the 
self-governing character of the city’s municipal Government, would 
ndeet the situation? Such an investigation wms all the more desirable 
when it is considered that the Moiitagu-Chelmsford Report laid it 
dow’n as their first formula that “there should be, as far as possible, 
comjdete popular control in local bodies and the largest possible 
independence for them of outside control”; and it was largely in 
pursuance of that formula that the Calcutta Corporation was (‘onsti- 
tuted H ^If-governiug institution. Can the members of this House 
be convinced that the Bill in its present form is so urgent and so 
infallibly represents the last word as a measure for reforming ills it is 
proposed to remove that the autonomy of the Corporation must go 
and it must forfeit its self-g'overning character to make room for a 
measure that is admittedly retrograde? 

In view’ of the emphasis laid by the Government on the maladminis- 
tration of the Corporation, it may be pertinent to ask whether the 
Government contend that a serious emergency has arisen in the affairs 
of the Corporation? So far as the public can see, the Corporation is 
still functioning normally^. Its essemtial service's are still being 
attended to; water is still supplied, streets are being cleaned, education 
is spreading witMn its area. Buildings are still Wing sanctioned, 
hospitals and maternity homes arc continuing their gcxHl work and in 
some cases increasing their activities and usefulness. Has not therefore 
this cry of the Corporation being on fire been a little overdone? 

When a Bill is introduced which, if enacted, will s^ously affect 
an important public institution, it is only right and proper that the 
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opinion of the insfitution affected and of the public, particularly the 
opinion of the rate-payers jirho in this case will be directly affected, 
should be consulted. The Bill, moreover, is a highly controversial 
measure — nay, a storm of protest has raged and is still raging over it 
from every direction — in the Press and on the platform. To ignore 
that voice on the plea that reforms are urgent or , the more threadbare 
one that there is a large section of a particular community, who are 
prepared to reproduce their master’s voice whenever needed, is to con- 
fess that there is a skeleton in the ministerial cupboard. 


Sir, it is the practice in parliamentary Government in all demo- 
cratic countries to consult the appropriate outside interests whenever 
a new legislation has to be made. “Consultation with the local 
authorities is the ordinary practice in all local government legislation, 
and there are immediate protests if the usual practice is not followed 
or if inadequate time is given for consi<leration.” Nor is the practice 
confined to local government legislation. Education Bills, for 
example, are similarly discussed with the various bodies concerned and 
it is said that in England “no President of the Board of Education 
would dream of introducing any measure into Parliament which had 
not been discussed ad nauseam with the three associations of edu- 
cational authorities and tlie National Union of Teachers.” In regard 
to the present Bill, therefore, the Corporation has a legitimate claim 
to be invited to a discussion of the principles and details. The present 
administration of the Corporation may be marked by a thousand 
iniquities, the Councillors may not all be efficient men, but being the 
present wearers they ought to know best uhere the shoe pinches. With 
the best motives in the world and the advantage of i>rocuringithe most 
intimate details regarding the administration, it is hardly possible for 
the Government to fathom the actual practical difficulties, the real 
drawbacks, etc., unle.ss they go into the matter carefully and in detail 
with the Corporation officials and Councillors. The Muslim League 
I'arty now predominates in the Corporation and one of the shining 
lights of that party said yesterday that all the complaints against the 
Corporation related to the period prior to the Bose-League Pact. If 
that be so, then why are the Government in such a desperate haste in 
carrying this Bill through now? It may be contended that the modi- 
fications desired may be made in the Select Committee. Select Com- 
mittees may be all right on paper; but it has been our experience that 
a Bill going to a Select Committee as Hamlet, comes but merely as the 
jPrince of Denmark. It is not merely that the Ps *are to be crossed 
and the i’s dotted. The Bill itself should be recast, and recast 
thoroughly eg as not to strike at the roots of the autonomy of the Cor- 
poration. A Select Committee committed to the pernicious principle 
of the Bill can hardly be expected to do all this. 
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By virtue of their majerity it may be possible for the Government 
to rush through a measure against which there is such a hue and cry. 
But there has been no Government > however autocratic, however steel- 
girt by circumstances, which has succeeded ^in dying in the face of 
public opinion too long or with impunity. If the Government are 
burtfing with the true fire of a reformer, let them place their cards on 
tte table before^ the tribunal of public opinion and face the verdict. 


Let me now come to some of the mischievous provisions of the 

Bill. 


The Nawab Bahadur in justifying the transfer to Government of 
the authority to appoint the Chief Executive Officer said that the Chief 
Executive Officer would thereby be in a position to work out the policy 
laid down by the Corporation “unhampered by any political or 
extraneous considerations.” But when the Government l)elong to a 
.political party in power, how is the political or other influence exerted 
by that party to he avoided by an officer who will practically be their 
creature? On the other hand, by thus making the Chief independent 
of the representative body of the city and by making it possible for him 
to disregard the wishes of that body with impunity, the Bill proposes 
to set up a one-man government for our city and strikes at the very 
root of the proper relation between the Corporation Council and it« 
Chief Executive. The Chief Officer is not only to he appointed by 
Government acting inevitably under party pressure, hut be is also to 
be selected only from among the cadre of certain executive officers of the 
Government naturally subservient to the Government’s wishes. No one 
from outside will be eligible f(»r up])ointment, however competent ho 
might ^e. Very few therefore w’ould find reasons to share the Nawab 
Bahadur’s hope that tlie Chief would still he able to “preserve his 
independence” or “discharge his duties impartially without fear or 
favour.” The provision of the Bill that the Chief Executive Officer 
may also he appointed from the cadre of Bengal Civil Service officers 
with 20 years’ service to their credit is an added reason for apprehend- 
ing that party pressure and intrigues would have full play in regard 
to this appointment. The emoluments provided for the Chief Executive 
Officer are a salary of up to Its. 2,500 per month plus an allowance up 
to Rs. 500 a month, whereas the maximum an officer in the Bengal 
Civil Service is likely to receive after 20 years’ service is about Its. 750 
or so a month. It is only reasonable to j)resuine that for such a person 
to jump to a post carrying alnjut four times his emoluments’ would 
entail a good deal of wire-pulling, intrigue and party pressure. The 
claim or hope that if the power rests with the Government, instead of 
with the Corporation, independent and impartial men would be 
appointed appears, therefore, in the prevailing circun|p!tances to be a 
pious hope never to be realised. 
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In America they had to face the problem of malpractices and 
corruption in municipal bodies to a far greater extent than here, yet 
in their efforts for reform of municipal administration the Americans 
rejected the system which'^the present Bill advocates. They rejected 
it because it was felt that appointment of the Chief Executive by the 
Government would not only preclude the possibility of responsible 
government by the municipal bodies but would also be destructive of 
the most essential prin^iiples of home rule. The Model City Charter 
in America therefore specifies that the Chief Executive would be 
chosen by the local bodies themselves, but lays down the qualifications 
and other terms on the basis of which he is to be appointed. It may 
also be mentioned that in Great Britain, the local authorities have in 
most cases complete freedom to appoint such officials with such quali- 
fications and at such salaries as they think fit. If the Government 
really wanted to have a capable and independent Chief in the Corpora- 
tion instead of taking into their hands the power to appoint the Exe- 
cutive Officer they should have formulated certain general principles 
for the appointment of this Chief Officer whicli might be expected to 
secure his independence vis-a-’vis individual Councillors of the 
Corporation. 


For example, the Government may juescribe the requisite quali- 
fications as well as the pay and other conditions of service of the Exe- 
cutive Officer, provide that the post would always be advertised and 
that an impartial body like the Public Service Commission would 
select a panel from amongst the applicants and the Corporation 
recruit tlie incumbent from that panel. The Government might also 
ensure him a reasonable tenure of office, say, from 5 to 8 years, so^ that 
the right type of candidate may be attracted and also lay dWwm the 
conditions under which he may be removed from office and to ensure 
the security of his position one of the conditions laid down may be 
that he can only he removed by a pre'^cribed majority on grounds of 
incompetence and dishonesty and may always demand written charges 
and a public hearing. I sincerely believe that measures along these 
lines should be sufficient to ensure that the Chief Executive Officer is 
neither a henchman of the members of the Corporation nor of the 
Government, but is a responsible “City Manager” in the fullest sense 
of the term. 


Next I come to the proposed Service Coirfttrfssion. In the words of 
the Nawab Bahadur, its object is to * ‘effectively eliminate all extrane- 
ous influence' which has so long operated to the prejudice of the 
legitimate interests of rate-payers and secure the appointment of 
suitable candidates to posts and services under the Corporation solely 
in the interests of the efficiency of the administration.” The purpose 
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is certainly laudable, and the name, “Service Commission** has, I con- 
cede, a magic note which inspires confidence. (Cries of “No, no** from 
the Coalition Benches.) Why “No, no“)' N<i, no, in case of Provincial 
Service Commission, but emphatic “Yes“ in case of Corporation Service 
Commission, Just wait. (Laughter.) But, apart from what a dis- 
passionate examination of the particular brand of Service Commission 
proposed in the Bill will yield, there is a puxKle in all this which I find 
it extremely difficult to solve. Sir, liaving regard to the record of this 
Ministry during the past three and a half years, I trust one would be 
pardoned if he chooses to evaluate the Ministry’s intentions in such 
a matter, not by its professions but lather by its record and actions. 
I would ask them whether they can honestly maintain that in the sphere 
under their direct control they have always been guided solely by the 
interests of the administration and whether they have made efficiency 
their sole criterion in all appointments? Or, is it not rather the fact 
that 4he record of the j)rcsent Ministry is one which has been notorious 
for distribution of tin* hmvcs and fishe.H of office not on party considera- 
tions alone but often on purely personal considerations as well? And 
when tliat is so, how (ould one reasonably hope or hclievp that a body 
appointed by a Ministry with such pronounced predih'ctions for rule by 
the party caucus would "effectively eliminate all extraneous influence" 
in appointments in the Corporation? Moreover, if the Service Com- 
mission is being proposed solely with the idea of ensuring the recogni- 
tion of merit and efficiency in all Corporation appointmentji, why do 
the Government not consistently let the Bengal Public Service Commis- 
sion have full sway in regard to appointments in the Government’s own 
sphere? In their own domain they are, on the contrary, trying to 
restrict the scope of the Public Servic-e Commission to as few a number 
of appoitotmenis as they possibly cun, (Rai IIarfindka Nath Chau- 
DHURi : Hear! hear!) The Government of India Act provided that 
all appointments to Government service except those speciflcally excluded 
by the Governor shall be made after consultation wdth the Public 
Service Commission. This power of exclusion has been taken advantage 
of to such an extent that, to-day, only about 2h per rent, of all posts 
carrying maximum salaries of above Rs., 50 remains under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Public Service Commission. Appointments to posts of Sub- 
Registrars, Co-operative Credit Society Inspectors and such other 
important appointments were from the start. specifically excluded from 
the scope of the Public Service Commission. Of late even in regard 
to posts originally withiigji^s ^tirview there have been curtailments and 
some have lieen removed from its scope. Recent instances of removal 
from the scope of Public Sei^-ice Commission are such appointments as 
Government Pleaders, Public Prosecutors. Standing Counsel, Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, Inspector of Registration Offices and so on. 
(Dr. Naliraksha Saicyal: And nil temporary appointments I) 
(Laughter from Congress Benches.) The resourcefulness of the Ministry 
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in curtailing the scope of activity of the Public Service Commission, 
has been manifest in yet another direction. I would like the Hon’ble 
Sir Nazimuddin to hear this portion particularly. 


The HofPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Is there any rule^aivy- 

where that the appointments of Public Prosecutors , and Government 
Pleaders come directly under the Public Service Commission? 


Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: That was the practice. As I 
was saying, Sir, posts carrying salaries on a scale comparable to the 
Provincial Services have been created, but the appointing authority has 
been vested in heads of departments, as ostensibly they will be under 
the influence of the Ministers. (Rai Hare.vdra Nath Chaudhuri: 
Hear! hear!) With such a record of their appreciation of the services 
of the Public Service Commission, is it any wonder that the Govern- 
ment’s new-found enthusiasm for a Service Commission in so far as 
the Calcutta Corporation is concerned would be suspect? It is suspect 
all the more because though the Service Commission is proposed solely 
in the interests of the efficiency of the administration, the standard of 
efficiency the Government have in ac tuality adopted is one of minimum 
qualifications for the purpose of giving appointments to one particular 
community. When the principle of efficiency is so watered down, the 
efficiency can no longer remain the criterion. 

It may be a puzzle to many how the anxiety to curb down the autho- 
rity and influence even of an independent and advisory Public Service 
Commission can coexist with an anxiety to foist upon the Corporation 
a body which will be subservient to the Ministry but whosevopinions 
will be pructically mandatory on the Corporation. The reason how- 
ever is not far to seek, and will become clear on an analysis of the 
constitution and funcfions of the proposed Service Commission. In 
a sphere where the Government commands a majority with the major 
stocks held by members of a particular party or group, an independent 
Public Service Commission is source of constant obstacle to the dis- 
tribution of dividends to such members. It is necessary, therefore, to 
curtail its powers. But in a sphere where this group is in a minority, 
e.g.f in the Calcutta Corj^ration, a Service Commission, dependent for 
its existence on the wishes of a Government in which this group is by 
far the largest shareholder, will secure tor 4%^ all the dividends that it 
may like tq collect. So, must a self-governing institution be deprived 
of its essential rights, while its members, although paying for the 
piper, will have no voice in calling for the tune? 

All the three members of the Service Commission will be appointed 
by the Government which is a party Government. And this Commis- 
sion will control practically all appointments in the Corporation except 
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those of menials. The recommendations of the Commission will, mor^ 
oyer, be binding. In the circumstances, it is apparent that all this 
talk about efficiency and the interests of tl^ administration is mere 
euphemism which ill-conceals the real obje(‘tive, namely, the exercise 
of authority in the Corporation through a convenient agency for the 
purpose of distributing patronage ut the sweet will of the party in 
power to members of a particular group or to others who are in the 
good books of the Government. 

Sir, as I have already said, I do not deny that there have been cases 
of favouritism in the Calcutta Corporation appointments. Neither do 
I deny the need for instituting measures for removing such malpractices 
in the appointment of Corporation employees and oflicers. But however 
claimant that need may be, that is no reason why complete outsiders 
should be allowed to decide matters independent of the representatives 
returned by the rate-payers of t'alcuttu. The fact of the matter is, 
.Sir, "that it is not by this means but rather by the introduction of a 
system of competitive examination, proper adv(*rtisement relating to 
vacancie.s and publicity as to the candidates appointed and their quali- 
fications that malpnutices regarding appointments could really be 
brought under control, and it is, in fact, these methods that local 
bodies in variou.s advanced countries have adopted. 

Sir, even if the creation of a Service Commission were considered 
essential, the Corporation need not be denied any voice or say in the 
selection of the personnel of that Commission. The provisions of the 
Bill may certainly be so framed that even though the Corporation would 
he allowed to make (lie appointments, the independence of the Commis- 
sion would be siifiicicnlly safeguarded. The Corporation might for this 
purj^is^ draw uiion talents available in the educational sphere, in the 
business world and in the a<lministrative services. If the qualifica- 
tions for memberbhip of the Commission be prescribed and if 
' independent bodies like the T'niversity and the Chambers of Commerce 
were each to nominate a panel from which two of the members are to be 
selected and if it be further so provided that the third mejnber must 
be selected from aim ngst capable and ex[»erienced officers of the admini- 
strative services, I believe one could* be reasonably sure that the 
members of the Commission would be persons not subservient to politi- 
cal pressure or personal manipulation. J'o make this doubly sure it 
might also be provided thfit a member of Ae Commission shall not be 
a member of the Cor|)<irali^i, nor an office-bearer or member of any 
partisan jmlitical organislition. 

The provisions of the Bill would seem to suggest that the Service 
Commission would be a permanent body. 1 think this is unnecessary 
and would be unduly expensive. I do not think there would be 
sufficient work for a permanent Commission with salaried membftrs. 
Even the Public Service Commission does not seem to have a surfeit of 
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work. In the circumstances it would seem to answer to the Corporation's- 
requirements quite well to have an ad hoc Service Board the members 
of which shall be paid a ^ed sum for each day devoted to the work of 
the Board- 

There are other provisions in the Bill, and I may instance clausea 6 
and 6 which aVe extremely drastic. I have not the time at my disposal 
to examine them in any detail. But there cannot be the least doubt 
that they are most ott'ensive and destructive of all principles of self- 
jfovernment. I may go further and say that the Government have 
been able to make out no case for such drastic measures. 

Sir, I think I have said enough to make it quite clear that the main 
and real object of the Bill is to capture the levers of control over the 
Corporation. The first Amendment A(;t sought, through the familiar 
device of creating hedged-in constituencies and througli nominations, 
to turn the Hindus into a minority, though by strength of their number 
and contributions, they have a right to retain control over the Corpora- 
tion. And it succeeded. The Hindus are in a virtual minority and if 
the elected Muslims, nominated members and the Europeans join to 
form an alliance, the enfeebled Hindu opposition cannot shake it. But 
not satisfied with this de facto sovereignty they are out now to legalise 
their rule over a hitherto autonomous and deiuocratic institution, 
which is the biggest of its kind in India. For rich are the rewards to 
be earned in the Corporation and the prospect of ac([uiring so much 
power and patronage which they can turn to personal and party 
advantage is a temptation too strong to resist. 

Pledged on the assumption of office nearly forty months ago to solve 
the ''dal hhat'' problem of the masses, the present Ministry has'syet had 
no time to evolve any elective planned scheme for the betterment of 
the condition of the raitfais. Yet the Government have neither been 
idle nor entirely ignorant of the value of planned action for a particular 
objective. Their legislative record is .strewn with instances, which 
show tenacity, determination and foresight for tlie purpose of aggran- 
dising communal power in Bengal. The real interests and benefits of 
the masses have been completely lost sight of. Instead, the interests 
of a communal oligarchy ub.sorb all the attention of the Government. 
All their planning, all their ingenuity and shrewdness and, in fact, 
every moment of the Minister’s waking hours has been devoted to one 
particular objective, the aggrandisement of tliat communal oligarchy 
in every possible sphere by a brazen use of power politic.8 ! There could 
hardly be a gadder commentary on the career of the Ministry. 

It is perhaps in the nature of power to enlarge itself. At any rate, 
' the appetite for it grows on what it feeds on. But if ever the Ministers 
have aspiration to forming a stable political party with a following in 
the country, with a record of solid achievement and the fountain-head 
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of l^eaUliy traditions of dstaiocratic grovemment, they mtiat beware of 
.this temptation to grab whatever seems for tlie moment to be within 
their reach. The basis of stable political power is restraint and the 
power to avoid intrusion into spheres which are recognised to be auto- 
nomous. The temptations of ministerial office are numerous enough 
in aH conscieiK'c; to add more to them at the cost of local self-govern- 
ment is the height of folly, the bitter fruits of which will not be long 
in coming. 

Sir, I support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Banerjee. 


Mr, M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Mr. Speaker, vSir, most of the argu- 
ments against the Bill we are discussing are evolved by deliberate 
misrepresentation on the part of some and a genuine misoonception 
on the part of others of the true meaning of “local Government/^ It is 
unfortunate that “local government," “loeal self-government," "lor^al 
autonomy" and similar terms liave been used so loosely of late that 
their true implications are lost on many of us. If by "lo<’al self- 
government," the honourahle inemlMTs opposite mean the power of 
a local authority, whatever it may be, to act independently of any 
external control, then with the greab'st of respect to the legal lumi- 
naries opposite, I emphationlly say, Sir, that "Imtal self-government" 
in this sense is a contradiction in terms. Any local authority which 
possessed it would be a sovereign state and therefore in no sense 
**locnl". Might I csk my honourable friends opposite in which cate- 
gory they place the Corporation of Calcutta P Is it u "local autho- 
rity" or a "State within a State"? Since w^hen has the Corporation 
become more sovereign than its begetter — the Legislature of the 
provihc^ of Bengal itself? What sanctity attaches to this Corpora- 
tion that no one — nay, not even its progenitor, may dare to curb the 
vicious — using the term in its proper sense — proclivities of this errant 
child? By what right does this Corporation arrogates to itself an 
independence greater than the independence of this province itself? 
By what authority dr>es this city Corporation pretend to possess powers 
greater than the Corporations of any other city in the self-governing 
Dominions, or, for that matter, any other city in the world, apart 
from the solitary exception of the "City of London" — by wbicb I do 
not mean the liondon County Council. The [Hwition of the City of 
liondon is unique in the history of local authorities. 

In almost all the Dominions the local authorities^ are directly 
under the supervision of the Governor of a province or a Provincial 
Department. Take, for example, Canada. In the province of Nova 
Scotia, the Governor may disallow any by-law or resolution of a local 
authority and may even act in default of a local authorty in certain 
eases. 
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In British Columbia, the Lieutenant-Gtevernor in Council may 
appoint ^‘Inspectors of Munioipalitiee*' to “hold enquiries and make 
orders with regard to nauaicipal affairs." 

In Manitoba the Lieutenant-Governor may appoint three persons 
as a “ ‘Board of Commissioners^ to investigate into the financial affairs 
of a municipality on the requisition of twenty-five resident property- 
owners." 

Turning next to Australia, we do not find that the local authorities 
there are in any better position. The Governor in Council of each 
State exercises considerable powers of supervision and control over 
local authorities. He has the power to “rescind resolutions," all by- 
laws require confirmation by him, and as regards many administrative 
acts of the local authorities, the decision of the Governor in Council 
is final. Moreover, under the Local Government and Public Health 
Acts, considerable powers of supervision and control are reserved to 
provincial departments themselves. The Boards of Public Health in 
the various States may appoint the Medical Officers of Health whose 
salaries are paid by the local authorities. In South Australia the 
State’s Roads Advisory Board supervises the construction and mainte- 
nance of roads and “should a local authority not perform any work 
prescribed by the Board, the State Engineer for road may carry it out 
and recover the costs from the local authority." 

In New Zealand the Governor-General has power to — I am quoting 
from the New Zealand Municipal Corporations Act — “do any act for 
more effectually carrying out the provisions of the Municipal Corpo- 
rations Act either generally or in any particular case." Furthermore, 
the Governor-General may “make such provisions as he ^inks fit 
in the case of default on the part of a local Council, including” — 
mark you — “the exercise of the powers of the Council to make, levy 
and recover rates." The New Zealand Health Act of 1920 empowers 
the Board of Health in default of a local authority to carry out sani- 
tary work and exercise j)ower8 under the Health Act at the expense of 
the local authority. These, Sir, are by no means insignificant inroads 
into the so-called autonomy of local authorities as my honourable 
friends opposite understand it. Yet, I do not think that anybody will 
be bold enough to say that the local authorities of Canada, Australia 
or New ^Zealand are not self-governing institutions. Indeed, Sir, this 
chimera of local autonomy — this Utopian dream of independence — is 
being stretched a bit too far, for when resolved in terms of realities 
and actualities as evidenced by existing conditions of civic bodies all 
over the world one cannot help but arrive at the pessimistic conclu- 
sion N^eHste points, Mark you, Sir, that even in England, the 

home of self-governing institutions, and as the honourable the Deputy 
Leader of the Congress Party would have us believe, the citadel of 
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local autonomy, the Mhua|ers of the Crown do exomae real and 
effective control over the local authorities. Let him listen to what 
John P. R. Maud, a Fellow of the University College, Oxford, and 
a Member of the Oxford City Council, has to say: — 

^^^esides these two legislative activities the central authorities 
have another function, that of adtual administration. If it were not 
for this administrative activity, the legislative work of both Parlia- 
ment and the departments would have nothing but the courts on which 
to rely for its enforcement. As it is, a general, more or less continuous, 
supervision is kept over each of the local Councils, exercised with the 
particular intentions of preventing knavery, limiting folly and 
encouraging progress.” 

“Again, when a local authority has defaulted, the Ministry of 
Health can step in and see that the work is done, either by making 
another Council responsible (a County Council, say, when a Rural 
•District Council fails to i)erforra its sanitary duties) or by doing the 
work itself. Under powers given by an Order in Council of 1^1, 
th(? Ministry^ of Health may go so far as to supersede a local authority 
altogether if it fails in certain of its duties (Mr. Jogbsh Chandha 
Gupta: Do you know the amount of health grant?) ; just as the 
Boards of Guardians at Poplar, Chester-le-Street and Bedwelty were 
superseded (under the ordinary law, as it was before the 1929 Act), and 
Commissioners nominated by the Ministry of Health in their place. 

“Secondly, there are many occasions when a local authority has to 
obtain the approval of a central department for what it wants to do. 
All by-laws which are concerned with the public health require the 
Minister’s confirmation, and though by-laws passed by a borough or 
Count;^ Council for the good rule and government of the place do not 
require confirmation, they must be sent to the Home Office and can be 
annulled within forty days by an Order in Council.” It goes on to 
say — 

“Finally, the Minister’s approval is required before certain officers 
can l>e appointed or dismissed. Here, again, the services of education, 
police and public as.si.stance are found to be under closer control than 
other parts of local government. It seems, for instance, since the 
case of Tosicland vs. the West Ham Guardians, that officers engaged 
in public assistanea are not, pro|>erly speaking, the servants of the 
local authority; and in certain circumstances at any rate they must 
do what the Minister tells them, regardless of the lo(»l authority’s 
instruction.” 

This, Sir, does not exhaust the list. I can cite many more instan- 
ces not only from England hut also fiom other admittedly democratic 
countries. Where then, Sir, is all this talk of local autonomy and 
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local indepen4ence ? If the countries whence you borrow your ideals 
and models spurn them now as antiquate/1 and non-suited to present* 
da}' conditions, then why al^this bother al^ut such secondhand ideals? 

e , 

In the light of the facts that I have placed before the House I 
propose now to examine as briefly as I can the clauses of the ^mending 
Bill before the House. It is rather ^urioug that the honourable meA- 
bers opposite have in their speeches mentioned only 4 clauses out of 
60 set out in the Bill. Does it mean, Sir, that they have accepted 
the other 46 clauses? If that be so, then surely they have admitted 
that the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, does^need to be amended. I 
would have thought that discussions on a Bill clause by clause was 
the particular function of the Select Committee. I have no doubt 
that the honourable members opposite will have every facility of doing 
so if they choose to join the Select Committee. I may here declare* 
that I too am not in complete agreement with each and every clause 
of the Bill. For I do feel that some clauses of the Bill if enacted . 
as they stand will do incalculable injury to the Corporation. For 
example, clauses 39 and 40. But that again is the function of the 
Select Committee* May I, therefore, at this stage make a fervent 
appeal to members opposite not to withhold their co-operation, but 
to assist and where possible guide the deliberations of the Select 
Committet. 

I shall now deal with the four so-called contentious clauses that 
have been the only targets of the Opposition’s attack: — 

First, clause (J), which seeks to empower the Government to sus- 
pend resolutions of the Corporation and its Standing Committees, 
Sub-Committees or Special Committees. It has been urged tljat* sec- 
tion 19 of the existing Act gives the Government sufficient powers. 
This is incorrect for section 19 authorises Government to annul the 
proceedings of the Corporation only, proceedings which are not in 
conformity with the law, but section 19 does not offer any power to 
Government to annul any illegal proceedings of ony Standing Com- 
mittees, Sub-Committees or Special Committees of the Corporation. 
The result is that when the Corporation delegates any of its power to 
its committees — the majority of its powers are so delegated — the Gov- 
ernment have no power to annul any of the illegal proceedings of such 
a committee. It was primarily for this reason that Government were 
so long unable to check the illegal activities of some of the com- 
mittees of the Corporation, particularly the Buildings Committee to 
which refereni^e was made last night. The honourable the Chief Whip 
of the Opposition informed us that the Buildings Rules were obsolete. 

^ The City Architect of the Corporation, however, holds a contrary view. 
Supfwse for argument's sake that Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta is right, 
might I ask the honourable member whether the correct remedy lies 
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in continuous breach of unrelaxable rules for the p^niaiy bene* 
fits of all concerned, or whether tie correct reihedy lies in bringin^f 
those rules up to date and, if necessary, seeking the assistance of this 
House to do so. 

• 

Section 331 of the Act specifically provides for the circumstances 
in which spn^e of the provisions of the Building Regulations, Sche- 
dule XVII, may be relaxed by the Corporation. Under Rule 94 of 
Schedule XVII, the special reasons for any ^uch relaxation are to be 
recorded in writing. It, however, appears from the proceedings of ^ 
the Buildings Committees that in innumerable coses relaxations are 
made by the Buildings Committee quite contrary to the provisions of 
law and without recording any special reasons for such relaxation, 
even where the departmental notes have clearly pointed out that no 
relaxation is allowable un<ler the law. Now, Sir, how mn Uov^jrnment 
remedy such shameful shortcomings unless they have the powers that 
are sought to be given to them under clause 5 of the proposed 
Amending Bill. 

Secondly clause The focus of the attack of the Opposition has 

be(*n on this clause. They have characterised ^t as 4 most undemo- 
cratic and retrograde ntep. and yet this clause does not seek to give 
even half the powers of the Boards of Health in New Zealand and 
Australia, o^ the Ministry of Health in England, to ou% MJ^iister in 
charge of I^ocal Self-Government. The TTon’ble Minister will not be 
empowered to suiKUsede the (^^r^K»ration like his counterpart the 
Minister of Health in hingland. lie may only dissolve the Corporation 
and allow the electorate to » decide the issue. Can there be anything 
more democrat icP Ho J understand my honourable friends of)po«ite to 
say that such method of direct api>eal to the electorate is undemocratic P 
No one €‘an say that under the existing Act the Government can 
effectively check corruption and inefficiency. Sections 15 to 19 of the 
Act of 1923 are incomplete, fm* there are many lo(q>hoIes that prevent 
Government from exercising their |K)wer« of control when necessaiy. 

Under section 15 of the Act, Government *m ay recpn're the Corpo- 
ration to furnish them with certain returns, reports, etc. But the 
Act does not authorise Government to secure compliance with any 
such requisition. As a matt<‘r of fact, in 19'14 the Corporation 
virtually refused to submit a report to Government under that section 
on certain allegations made by the Calcutta Corporation Scavengors 
and Lalwur Union, and Government were unable to proceed further in 
the matter. Then, again, Government may under section 16 depute 
an officer or officers to make an inspection or examanation of any 
department, office, work, etc., under the Corporation and to report to 
them the result of the inspection or examination. But, if, in spite of 
the provisions of sub-setdion (3) of this section, the Corporation refuse 
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to proauce to ^im the necessary records, returns, etc., the Act provides 
for no remedy. The liame also is the position in respect of the provi- 
sions of sections 17 and 18. 

If the Corporation fail to comply with, within the prescribed time, 
an order made by Government under section 17, Government may, 
under section 18, appoint an officer to take the necessary aclion.*^ But 
although under sub-section (2) of that section the officer appointed is 
^ given absolute power to tkke action (virtually in supersession of the 
powers of the Corporation), in the absence of any specific provision, 
keeping in abeyance the powers of the Corporation in that particular 
respect, the Corporation may continue to function along with the 
agency appointed by Government. This state of affairs when it does 
arise, is certainly unhealthy and Steps should* be taken to avoid it; 
otherwij^e there may be duplication of work and expense and if. the 
Corporation is determined to carry on in its own manner then the work 
of one will nullify the efforts of the other. It is for these reasons 
that the Government have not as yet been able effectively to exercise 
any of their powers referred to above even when they have felt the 
necessity for th^r exercise. 

Thirdly, clause 17 which deals with the appointment of the Chief 
Executive Officer ; I would have thought that every sensible or reason- 
able persons*' who desired to improve the administration* of this city 
would have welcomed this clause; for if abuse of power is to be put an 
end to, and if the influence, pressure, and in some (^ases intimidation 
of Councillors have to be made inocuous, ^len no course presents itself 
othet than the apimintment of someone who wdll not be dependent on 
the votes of Councillors and Aldermen for the continuance of his ser- 
vice. The Chief Executive Officer must be removed from alf subver- 
sive influences wliich, I submit, are not only detrimental to the best 
interests of this city, but liave gone to the extent of making the 
administration of this city subservient to the personal gains of either 
the Councillors themselves or their friends and relatives. I will not 
at this stage express any opinion as to whether this Chief Executive 
Officer is to l>e an Indian Civil Service or a Bengal Civil Service man. 
or a member of the Bar, for that is a matter to be thrashed out in the 
Select Committee. Perhaps there are many even on this side of the 
House who do not wholly agree with the proposals as set out in clause 
17. Sir, the fact that the Chief Executive Officer is to be appointed 
by the Minister for liooal Self-Government is in no way inconsistent 
with the principles of local autonomy. Are not the Chief Executive 
Officers of tlie jDorporations of Madras, Bombay, Karachi and Rangoon 
appointed by the Government of the provinces? But does anyone 
suggest that these C'orporations are not autonomous Iwdies enjoying 
the same status as the Corporation of Calcutta? Had it been otherwise, 
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then I submit that the Congress Ministries of these provinoes 
• ^dbich I presume were in no way less imbued with the spirit of nation- 
aiis ili n and independence than honourable membjers opposite wo^ld, 
while in power, have taken the first opportunity of removing these 
so-called “reactionary and bureaucratic officials,” and substituting them 
b^ efficers appointed by the respective Corporations themselves. The 
fact remains that by not doing so they have accepted that this system 
is in no way inconsistent with the pripciples of democracy. Why 
then. Sir, does it become retrograde and undemocratic when attempted* 
to be introduced by the Government of this province — a Government 
which no less than the Congress Goveriiments of Bombay or Madras 
is responsible to and depends on th^ will of the majority both in this 
House and in 4^e ]|p>9j||ce. 


Lastly, clause 18, which seeks to transfer the power of appointing 
the Corporation officials to a Public Service Commission: Again, no 
•reasonable person can find fault wfth this proposal. If the power of 
appointment is taken away from the Councillors many of the dis- 
gusting abuses that are prevalent now will come to an end. Canvassing, 
relationship, donation to party funds, and party allegiance •will no 
longer be the sole qualifications of candidates seeking employment in 
the Calcutta CorpQr«iki(% t “power ol appointment must be 
entrusted tcT an independent body who can be free of all the sinister 
influences as described in this debate by both sides of the House. 


Sir, no one cun deny that the present state of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion is in such straits that a collapse is imminent. Arreaw are 
mounting up while collections are dwindling. The House will be 
surpfisgd to know that there are nearly 4,000 cases to recover arrears 
of rates that are waiting to be filed and the rate of 200 cases per year 
at which the Law Department of the Corporation is moving will soon 
result in the majority of these cases being time-barred. In the License 
Department out of a total annual collection of nearly 18 lakhs the 
amount outstanding at the end of 1980-40 was nearly 7i lakhs, making 
about 46 per cent, of the total collection ! The total arrears to-day 
amount nearly to 60 lakhs of rupees I The repeated warnings of the 
Chief Accountant have all gone by unheeded. The most recent note of 
the Chief Accountant disclom^s a most dangerous state of affairs. The 
Corporation is on the verge of bankruptcy. In the last few years the 
closing balance has been dwindling fast and unless immediate and 
drastic steps are taken, we may be faced with a closing balance ol 
under 10 lakhs of rupees. 


Dr. NALINAKiHA SAMYALs Then, why are you creating new 
poatsf 
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Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! 8 Have no iieart«buniing, Dr. Sanyal. 
Have you come to know of the decision already reached by the Services * 
Committee? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I care a fig for your decision. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANIS So do I for your remarks and opinions. 
Here is an item from the Agenda of the Finance Committee of the 
Corporation, dated the 6th September, 1940: — 

“Owing to unusually heavy payments to be made before the Pujah 
holidays, the available cash balance with us considered sufficient 

to meet the demands. This state of affairs is priHfaiily^ue to^unsatis- 
fuetory collection of rates by the Collector. It is therefore necessary 
to replenish our cash balance by the sale of some* of our holdings to 
meet out liabilities in time. Of ihe stock of securities held bjf the 
Municipal Fund, it would be best to select .'U per cent. Ooverument 
Loan of 1947-50 for Rs. 8,00,000 purchased at a co.st of Rs. 102-12 for 
sale ^ 0 ^ at the available market price, as the loss would be compara- 
tively smaller. The existing market rate of such security is approxi- 
mately at Rs. 101-4 and the estimatteA loss would be about Rs. 12,000.” 

This is, indeed, a sorry state of affairs. In the face of this, do 
members opposite <*ontend that (jovernment should complacently sit 
and watch their self-governing institutions hurling Imudlong into self- 
destruction in tile name of “autonomy”? If autonomy means the 
destruction of the interests of a million and a half people, I would 
rather not have it. Jt is in the name of the rate-payers of Calcutta 
that I ask you to save them from the vagaries of their Councillors and 
vest this Government — this representative and responsible Government 
— with the same powers as the Governments of Madras, Bombay and 
even Central Provinces now enjoy. It is not so very long ago that the 
Congress Government of the Central Provinces superseded the Muni- 
cipality of lubbulpore; but it is a matter of no little surprise that the 
honourable members opposite — the so-called, self-styled defenders and 
guardians of nationalism — did not raise even a murmur of dissent! 
Remember, Sir, that the Government of the Central Provinces super- 
seded, and not dissolved, the local authority in question. If it was 
conceded then. Sir, that the Provincial Government of the Central 
Provinces had both morally and legally the right to supersede a local 
authority w^ich was mismanaging its affairs, then how is it that when 
a provision is being made for the exercise, in case of absolute necessity, 
of similar power by the Government of this province it becomes a 
retrograde step? It in curious how a measure which is considered to 
be in the best interests of nationalism in one province becomes anti- 
national and communal in another province. Or is that anything, 
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h<iilr€ver sectarian it mighl be, which ooses out of the all-pervading 
' wisdom of honourable gentlemen opposite is stamped with the hall 
mark of nationalism? We were even told^ last night by the Chief 
Whip of the Opposition that when Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose used the 
epithet ‘'Augean stable” to describe this Corporation he did not do so 
in ttfe ordinary sense that the words are usually understood. Will the 
honourable member be kind enough to inform us in what nationalistic 
sense were the words used? Knowing Mr. Subhas Chondra Bose as I 
do, I will say this to his credit that he meant what he said — he was 
not speaking as honourable members opposite are in the habit of doing 
with a mental reservation — he had every intention of shouldering with 
us the Herculean task of cleaning this^‘ Augean stable.” He believes 
as I do that the Corporation has bt*come rotten to the core, its admini- 
stration has become hopelessly inefficient, and that it has lH*come a hot- 
bed of corruption, jobbery and nepotism. Mr. Subhas Bose and we 
on this side of the House are not the only persona who think so. Even 
the honourable member opposite, he cannot ait still for five minutes 
in his seat, gave some lurid desi'ription only the otlier day of bribery 
and corruption in the Corporation of Calcutta. 1 do not believe that 
any member opposite can put his hand to his heart and honestly say 
that the affairs of the C'orporujiop do not need reforming. Then 
• why all this senseless opposikion tj th# proposed amendment? 
(Dr. Nahn.\k.sua Sanyal : You have a chance to reform it and do 
so.) Would it not have been better for the opposition to come forward 
and co-operaU* with us in restoring to this city its good name? 
(Mr. Santosii Kumar Bast: : By committing suicide I) We would 
welcome their guidance and assistance. It may be that all the proposed 
measures will not produce the desired salutary results. It may be 
that fufther amendments will be found necessary in the light of 
experiences gained as time goes on. It may be that these safeguards 
may not be necessary in the near future, or it may be that even greater 
safeguards will have to be thought of, but the proposed amendments 
seem to my mind, at least in principles, to he absolutely essential. 


Mr. TULSI CHANDRA CO&WAMiS Mr. Speaker, the last speaker 
at the outset of his very instruc tive speech wanted us to know and feel 
that he was teaching us the meaning of '‘local government.” I plead 
guilty to not having been educated like him, nor did he improve my 
education on the question of local government. At the same time I 
do congratulate him on his industry, on the diligence of his n*searcb. 
He has told us about Nova Scotia, New Zealand and other far-of 
countries. Why did he not talk about the condition of things in his 
own Persia? That is, I feel, a legitimate question, in spite of my 
admiration for his industry and diligence. In the latter pari of his 
speech be dealt with the abuses prevalent, nay, rampant in,, the 
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administration of the- Calcutta Corporation. When I entered this 
chamber two minutes before you, Mr. Speaker, I found on my table 
a statement furnishing materials justifying the provisions of the 
Calcutta Municipal Amending Bill, 1940. This is a statement presum- 
ably framed by Government, because I see at the bottom “B. G. Press.** 
I think it is a legitimate question to ask, and according to the 
Speaker’s ruling I must ask that question not of him but of the 
Government: May I not ask the question pertinently — whj was not 
this catalogue supplied to us a few days ago? I take it that it was an 
afterthought. We have had no chance of examining the catalogue of 
grievances from which the Government suffer at the hands of the 
Calcutta Corporation. Glancing through its twelve pages during the 
short time at my disposal, I find that most of the allegations can be 
refuted. What is the use of handing over to us this precious document 
when the elementary principle by which justice is administered, viz., 
that both sides must be heard, is overlooked? We in this Legislature 
are also functioning in a judicial capacity, because in framing laws 
and in amending laws, we are judging all parties concerned and all 
parties affected. Here, to-day, the Bill that is before us contains such 
. fundamental objections that a mere recital of faults of commission and 
omission cannot lead us to support it without further investigation. 

Now, coming to the meaniqg of thf words “local self-government,*’ 
about which Mr. Ispahani has failed to instruct me, I notice from the 
latter part of his speech that “civic freedom,” a phrase which, no 
doubt, is used and abused, never occurred in his speech. Not only 
that, it was quite clear from his speech that civic freadom was anathema 
to him. Perhaps, he in his term needs instruction in the meaning 
of civic freedom. That is the fundamental principle of Surtndra 
Nath’s Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923. From both sides of this House 
during this debate we have heard the name of Surendra Nath repeated- 
ly mentioned. I will not be guilty of the impertinence of offering him 
either faint or fulsome praise, for the simple reason, that, as was said 
of old — 

“So great a name no praise can match.” 

The question is not whether we are to be guided, solely guided, by the 
fact that that Act was the handiwork of late Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjee. Merely because we revere his memory, we are not bound for 
all time to come to praise and uphold every action of his. What did 
he do for QalouttaP He converted a bureaucratic administration into 
an engine tif freedom. He converted a servile Corporation into a self- 
governing institution. What is the meaning of civic freedom? I 
feel like instructing Mr. Ispahani. Perhaps, he has been a student 
of history. I have no desire to deliver an academic lecture or to use 
that, word thoughtlessly or irresponsibly, nor do I desire to luostitute 
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tlie meaning of that word. • The word “municipality/^ aa Mr. Tspahani 
. may know, has come to us from a very important Edhaan institution 
in ancient times. The history of municipalities both in Ilepublioan 
Borne and in the Roman Empire is probabli^ known to at least a few 
of the honourable members, including, I hope, Mr. Ispahani. This is 
what I wish to say; that in olden times, before the fall of the Roman 
STmpire, the civic position of towns was preserved, civic liberties were 
steadily and deliberately extended; and when Rome expanded into an 
empire that institution of local government was j)re8erved and respected. 
But in the third and fourth centuries, A.D., centuries which were 
precursors of the downfall of the Roman Empire, there was an attempt 
by the emperors to take away from local bodies all vestige of power 
and to put them under the control of their representatives in the 
provinces. So an institution which had been free at one time became 
servile, but mark this, not merely servile, but a menace to the existence 
of tjje Empire. And 1 shall tell you why. The deliberate effort to 
♦use the towns, that is to say, the municipalities as instruments of the 
Imperial Government to carry out its designs under the control of its 
nominees led to the practical extinction of civic freedom, and local 
government became a mere name. Historians have agreed that the 
list of the cateogrical causes of the downfall of the Homan Empire 
must be included in the deliberate attempt to kill (dvic freedom and 
local government. 

I am not entering into the details of the Bill but rather keeping 
myself to the fundamental principles, solely because the details of the 
Bill have alrcady*been examined very carefully and very ably by 
several of my honourable colleagues. I make particular mention of 
the apeech of my honourable friend Mr, Santosh Kumar Basu, who is 
pre-emfhently qualified to speak on the Bill. He has examined it so 
thoroughly that 1 do not wish to repeat his facts in this res- 
pect in a slipshod manner when he has advanced them with such 
ability and precision. Earlier this afternoon we had the advantage 
of bearing another ex-Mayor, who has the advantage of having 
recently been on the Treasury Benches. We welcome his return to 
our fold. We doubly welcome him, because be has come to us with 
an intimate knowledge of the working of the Hon’ble Mr. P'axlul Huq’s 
Government. (Cries of “Hear! hearl“ from Congress Benches.) I 
noticed that when be was making bis statement, there were several 
interruptions from honourable gentlemen who could not possibly have 
bad the intimate knowledge of the working of the Government that 
Mr. Barker possessed. Therefore, I do not wish to take up the time 
of the House, especially as the Speaker has been looking at me; but 
then I v^t to address our honourable friends on the European 4 
benches. The benches look somewhat dilapidated tonlay — I beg your 
pardon. Sir — depopulated. (Laughter.) At the same time we know 



GOTEENMENT BILL. 


[10th Sbpt. 


MO 

that when the hour strikes for going to the lobbies, they will go to 
the lobby, the** only lobby they have known. (Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 
(iurrA; One exception w^ prove the rule.) You may treat it as a 

joke, but while you claim to be an independent entity (A European 

member: Address the Chair.) I beg your pardon (A European 

member: Chair please.) When you have declared yourselvts an 
independent entity you cannot at the same time bind yourselves to tbe 
<!hariot-wheels of one party or another. This alliance, I am afraid, 
is a misalliance; and yet it has been persistently maintained by the 
European Group. Let them remember this — I will conclude with this 
— that if the City of London be partly destroyed by superior violence, 
physical violence, that would not affect Calcutta as much as the moral 
and spiritual degradation of Calcutta would ultimately affect the centre 
of the British Empire. 1 would appeal to them to realise that it is 
easy to feel that anything that happens to the people of this city will 
not affect them. From their faces across I can see that their health, 
their stature and their physical well-being have not suffered very 
grievously from the inefficiency of the Calcutta Corporation. It is 
that confidence in self-sufficiency, that kind of (*onfidence which makes 
men reckless. It makes them reckless of the ultimate consequences of 
their actions. I will not continue to address them any further, because 
I feel I have spoken long enough. 1 will only end with this note. 

The Bill may go through this House, it may go through the Upper 
House, it may even secure the assent of the Governor according to the 
constitution. Therefore, it may become, on paper at any rate, the law 
of the land ; but there are ways in which a law can be made a dead- 
letter. You know very well the fate of the Rowlett Act. That 
Rowlett Act was never in evidence anywhere in operation. It is a 
very easy Government with a comfortable majority to get any ^measure 
through the liOgislaturc, but it is not so easy to make people swallow 
that measure. You may take a horse fo the water by force, but you 
cannot make him drink! (Cheers from the Opposition Benches.) 

(At this stage tl»e House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


(After adjoum’ment,) 

Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before 1 begin 
with the subject for discussion, may I mention that my party baa 
followed a consistent principle so far as debates in this House are oon- 
oernedP Yfe are supporting the circulation motion that is before the 
House to-night. Only a few days back, we supported the Secondary 
Education Bill. Therefore, there should not be any doubt or hesitation 
in anybody’s mind that we are not wedded to the particular policy 
that is followed by any particular party, excepting our own. 
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Sir, this is the fourth day of the debate on one of the most important 
• meiisures relating to the self-governing institutions of our country. 
The Calcutta Corporation is one of the oldest institutions of this country 
which has enjoyed the principle of self-determination in Local Self- 
Government, in spite of the many ups and downs and innumerable 

vicissitudes which overtook it. 

• 

Sir, this important measure has raised a very vital question of 
principle, as to how far the Government of a country should interfere 
with the civic freedom which tlie people enjoy. Sir, may I here men- 
tion the very valuable words which the great founder of local self- 
government — I mean Lord Ripon — used in his resolution of the 18th 
May, 1882. In that resolution. Sir, he laid down the basic principles 
of the system thus — “that the institutions of local self-government 
were chiefly to be valued as instruments of popular and political 
education.” 

. Sir, Mr. Gladstone observed, “that municipal institutions are the 
seed-plots upon which and around wdiich are developed those habits of 
thought and that temper of mind which constitute the noblest heritage 
of a nation.” I may add, Sir, that they form the basic foundation of 
all parliamentary systems. 

Sir, let me now come back to the history of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act. Sir, it w'as in the year 187(> that the Calcutta Corporation was 
constituted on a representative basis, tw’o-t birds of the members being 
elected and one-third nominated. That was a notable event in the 
annals of Calcutta — a red-letter day in the evolution of our civic life, 
and it has certainly borne golden fruits. Thrice the Act was revised — 
once.in 1888, and again in 1899 and lastly in 1923. The new Corpora- 
tion cdhstituted on a popular basis ivent forward with its duties of 
civic work with great vigour and cnthusiaHiii and it produce<l successful 
results. So, again it was revised in 1888 not to curtail its powers hut 
to extend its sphere of influence to the suburbs. This state of things 
continued till the year 1899 when a further revision took place involv- 
*ing constitutional changes of the gravest importance. Efliciency 
became the watchward of the hour and the fundamental changes that 
were proposed in that Bill of 1899 involving serious constitutional 
changes which were dictated by that one consideration of efliciency and 
that consideration alone, were eventually carried out. Sir^ what were 
those constitutional changes. It was the reduction of popular repre- 
sentation from two-thirds to one-half and the Con^oration was divested 
of its supreme authority by the creation of co-ordinate bodies. What 
happened? The Act created three distinct co-ordinate authorities — 
the Co!T)oration, the General Committee and the Chairman — all exer- 
cising independent jurisdiction in their several spheres. That is the 
cataclysmic change the Act of 1899 brought about. 
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Sir, such fundamental changes brought about in the teeth of popular 
opposition evoked bitter controversy and gave rise to an agitation which 
was without parallel in tjhe history of municipal matters of this 
country. Twenty-eight Jiunicipal Commissioners, including the great 
Surendra Nath, the father of the Act of 1923, resigned their seats and 
the principal leading citizens of Calcutta abstained from participfitipn 
in all municipal affairs of Calcutta for some time. Afterwards, Govern- 
ment felt constrained to consider the revision of the Act in 1913 and as 
late as 1917 a Bill was actually introduced but was withdrawn in view 
of the pending Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms. 

Sir, after the Reforms were introduced, the great Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, as the then Minister of Local Self-Government, intro- 
duced an Amending Bill in 1921 which became an Act in 1923. 

Sir, the grievous wrongs perpetrated on the citizens of Calcutta 
were remedied by that Act. I may mention here that the number of 
Commissioners in the 1876 Act was 75 which was reduced to 50 by the 
revising Act of 1899. Sir Surendra Nath undid the wrongs nearly a 
quarter of a century after. From 50, the number of Commissioners was 
raised to 80. 

Sir, it will not be out of place to mention the stupendous changes — 
I am referring mainly to constitutional changes — that were brought 
about by the Act of 1923. The Act provided for the abolition of all 
co-ordinate authorities and the restoration to the Corporation of its 
supreme authority over municipal affairs. The Corporation became 
supreme and it got the right of delegating its powers to Standing and 
Special Committees and to the Chairman and to withdraw them at its 
discretion. 

The Act of 1923, Sir, brought about an important change with 
regard to the powers and functions of the Chairman and even made a 
very vital change in the method of his appointment. Heretofore, he 
exercised a dual function. He used to preside over the meetings of the 
Corporation and its Committees as its Speaker and controlled the affairs 
of the Corporation as the Executive head. Under the present Act the 
two functions of the President and Chairman were separated. The 
President is elected and is called the Mayor and the Chairman is appoint- 
ed and is called the Chief Executive Officer. Now, Sir, this Chief 
Executive Officer has got the power of general executive control and 
also exercises delegated authority and so far as assessments and pre- 
paration of electoral roll are concerned, he exercises independent control. 

The Act bf 1923 made the change of a temporary character by the 
introduction of a system of separate electorates to disappear auto- 
matically after three consecutive elections and that to be followed by a 
system of joint electorates with reservation of seats for Mussalmans. 
We have found how beautifully the system of joint electorates worked. 
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Th* present Chief Minister* was the first Musliip Mayor of the much 
'maiifned Congress Corporation, and I may add this humble servant 
contributed his humble quota in that matter. It is nobody's case that 
the Corporation is without faults. Faults majr certainly be committed 
by self-governing institution. Sir, I claim to possess personal know- 
le^g^ of the affairs of the Corporation of Calcutta, as I had the good 
fortune of serving as a Councillor for a term of three years but not 
without incidents. 

The Congress Party in power has committed acts of omission and 
commission. Rather I might say the Bengal Congress has lost much 
of its popularity on account of the unseemly scramble for power in the 
Corporation. The last election is a proof positive of that fact. The 
reintroduction of separate communal electorates was certainly a retro- 
grade step — I am referring to the Bill that was passed last year. The 
introduction of separate electorates, so far as Mussalmans are concerned, 
.has not benefited the Mussalmans of Bengal one bit or little. Look at 
the result of the last election. Only two Bengalee Mussalmans — l)r. 
Abul Ahsan and our friend, Mr. Syed Badrudduja — were returned on the 
separate electorate system. Not a single Bengalee Mussalman was 
elected as Alderman. If the introduction of separate electorate has 
not benefited the Bengalee Mussalmans, one might be tempted to ask, 
whom has it benefited? It has benefited only a particular non-Bengalee 
group. 

Sir, may I here mention the very valuable observations made 
regarding separate electorates in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report : — 

‘‘Indian lovers of their country would be first to admit that Indians 
genially have not yet acquired the citizen spirit, and if we are really 
to leather to self-government, we must do all that we possibly can 
to call it forth in her people. Division by creeds and classes means 
the creation of political camps organised against each other, and teaches 
men to think as partisans and not as citizens; and it is difficult to see 
how the change from this system to national representation is ever to 
occur.” And again — 

“We regard any extension of communal electorates, therefore, as 
a very serious hindrance to the development of self-governing principle. 
The evils of any extension of the system are plain.” 

I might refer again to the moral and material effects of that system. 
The report says: — 

“A minority which is given a special representation owing to its 
weak and backward state, is positively encouraged to settle down into 
a feeling of satisfied security; it is under no inducement to educate and 
qualify iteelf to make good the ground which it has lost comt^red with 
the stronger majority. On the other hand, the latter will be tempted 
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to feel that they have done all that they need do for their weaker fellow- 
countrymen, and that they are free to use their power for their own 
purposes. The give and take which is the essence of political life is 
lacking. There is no inducement to one side to forbear or to the other 
to exert itself.” 

• 

These salutary principles, Sir, even in municipal matters have b^n 
given the go-by by the present Ministry. 

Let me now turn to the Bill itself. In the Statement of Objects 
and Eeasons it is said — “The experience of the working of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, during the last Hi years has demonstrated that 
the political views of the party in power in the Corporation have very 
largely influenced the day-to-day administration of the Corporation 
with the result that efficiency of the administration has been impaired.” 
That efficiency coincides with the higher efficiency cry which was raised 
in the year 1899 when the so-called Mackenzie Act was passed. 
“Frequent interference with the executive has been a disquieting 
feature of the administration. Appointment to posts under the 
Corporation has often been made on personal or party considerations 
and complaints of maladministration in the various departments of the 
Corporation which can be traced often to a deliberate evasion or infringe- 
ment of the provisions of law have been persistently brought to the 
notice of Government.” Thereafter it is said — “In the circumstances, 
Government consider it desirable to make certain provisions.” I do 
not say that the Corporation has not got any fault. I find in the Bill 
that there are provisions for example, provisions relating to the exten- 
sion of the franchise, provisions relating to the Building Committee and 
other provisions to which I need not refer. But the fundamental .ques- 
tion remains as to liow far the Government should interfere "^fith the 
civic freedom of this city. I have given my very serious and anxious 
consideration to this matter, and I do not personally believe that the 
supersession clause would have any legs to stand upon. We are work- 
ing under a provincial autonomy scheme. We are thinking of tl»e 
days when the nominated seats, either in the local self-governing bodies, 
district boards or the municipalities, should be a dead letter. Even in 
the last election many of the parties in their election programme laid 
down that nomination should be given up. Here we are thinking of 
that day when we should do away with the system of nomination. As 
we in this House are functioning as a self-governing body so also we 
should have a day when our self-governing institutions, whether muni- 
cipalities or district boards or corporations, should function as auto- 
nomous institutions without any sort of interference either from the 
Government or from an outside authority. But, Sir, instead in the 
year of grace 1940 when the nations are fighting for the principles of 
solf-determination, when we are at least reading in the newspapers 
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about the clash of arms and the roaring of aeroplanes, in that hour in 
•this city which enjoyed civic freedom for a pretty long time from 1923 to 
this day, you tell us in our face that you are unfit, you have resorted 
to nepotism, jobbery, corruption and all sorfs of things! Is that an 
answer? As regards the provision for stopping jobbery and nepotism 

I shall deal with it later on. 

• 

As regards efficiency, I may refer to the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons where it is said that “the political views of the party in power 
have very largely influenced the day-to-day administration of the 
Corporation with the result that the efficiency of the administration 
has been impaired. 

I may again mention, Sir, it reminds me of that day when Govern- 
ment wanted to cripple the power of the Calcutta Corporation and 
brought about that Hill of May 1, Sir, refer to the very important 

observations made from bis place in the House of (\)inmons by Lord 
• Morley (then Mr. Morley) in 19(ffi? Speaking of efficiency he observ- 
ed; “We are too apt to place efficiency in the forefront of our 
administrative ideals and if our Government in India were a trifling 
less efficient, it would perhaps he a little more popular/’ This applies 
with greater force to our popular Ministers. Why should they not 
listen to the demands of popular will ? The present motion under dis- 
cussion is the motion for circulation. It does not harm anybody if the 
Bill is sent for circulation for a certain time, say, till the dlst October 
or doth November and thereafter have a short session and place it before 
- that session to refer it to a Select Committee. Under any circum- 
stances you cannot get the Bill passed before the middle of 1941, 
because you cannot pass it in the Budget Session. So there is no hurry 
about it. 1 suggested to my friend the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur and 
I have also suggested to many of my friends in the Coalition Party and 
also to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to send the Bill for circulation, but 
I do not know what consideration they have given to my suggestion. 

I would plead that we on this side feel that this House and the Govern- 
ment ought to know the opinion of the people so far as this contro- 
versial Bill is concerned. 

I shall read from Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee’s concluding speech 
delivered on the floor of the Council at the time wlien he inirmluced the 
Bill in the Council: “The Calcutta Municipal Bill which I have intro- 
duced is an object lesson in patience and in the triumph of the spirit of 
patience, which a section of my ctiuntrymen may well profit by. We 
have waited long in the firm conviction that the cause of justice and 
liberty must ultimately prevail. And now, the clouds have rolled 
away, and from amid the deep and depressing gloom which over- 
whelmed us and oppressed our souls in the closing year of the last * 
century, there has emerged the sunlight of hope which, if the House 
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BO desires and wills, ^11, 1 am sure, fructify not only in the re-establish- 
ment, but the enlargement on a broad and enduring basis of our ancient 
civic freedom, thus aJi example of municipal self-government 

to the rest of India and’ pointing out as if with the index finger the 
future of our local institutions which, following the precedent of 
Calcutta, and free to work out their destinies, will be the nurseries ^of 
our public life, strengthening, fostering, developing among us and 
around us that citizen spirit, which is the truest safeguard and the 
strongest bulwark of all parliamentary systems.^ ^ 

Alas, Sir, Sir Surendra Nath has not lived to see the day under 
which we are functioning in the domain of autonomous provinces. Sir, 
the present Government is popular. May I therefore appeal to the 
Nawab Bahadur and to the Chief Minister to rise to the height of the 
occasion and agree to send the Bill for circulation for even a very short 
period. The question of prestige should never stand in the way and 
those in power and authority can very well accede most gracefuHy to 
the appeal of the popular cry. I am sorry, Sir, my friends of the 
Opposition have introduced too much of communal passion in every 
act. I know, Sir, the magic power the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
possesses in influencing and shaping the destinies of things. May not 
he by the wave of his hand put oil on troubled waters and bring unity 
and concord into this hapless province even in the midst of roars of. 
cannons and clash of steel and acts of devastation and destruction by 
roaring aeroplanes in distant lands? No one knows what is in the 
womb of futurity. Why rake up passions of millions of our country- 
men at this time of international calamity, when nations are fighting 
for the very principle of self-determination? 

Sir, the Corporation, the much maligned Corporation, has ‘<been 
accused of various kinds of corruption. I will not go into details of 
the Bill or the catalogue of grievances mentioned on the floor of this 
House. Both sides have put forward catalogues of grievances against 
the Corporation. Against the Government also much has been said. 
This sort of corruption, bribery and all sorts of malpractices have been 
hurled against the Government, May I enquire, Sir, if that could be 
a ground on which a Government Department could be absolutely 
superseded or one department to be added to another or that a Minister 
should cease to function P These are not grounds on which the pow’er 
and prestige and civic freedom of any self-governing institution should 
be taken away. May I appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to 
listen to me for a minute as I find him busy reading a newspaper? I 
appeal to himin all humility that it is he who, as I have mentioned, can 
by the magic' of his influence pour oil over troubled waters. I can tell 
him, Sir, that he alone possesses the power by which he can absolutely 
rid the Bill of its ugly features. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur as well as to the Hen’ble the Chief Minister to look to this 
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maiter carefully at a time wten the paseioils of millions of our country- 
men have been aroused, at a time of international calamity when 
nations are fighting for the very principle of self-determination, when 
nations in Europe and other places are fighting unto death for the very 
principle of self-determination and here we as people elected on the 
sufirige of the people, by the vote of the people, elected representatives 
of the whole nation — it is not a matter of fun or joke — that we have 
come here to take away rights which had been conferred on one of the 
largest cities within the British Empire, the second city within the 
British Empire, with a municipality of which we are all proud. If 
there is corruption, Government has many ways to put a stop to it. 
Why not appoint an Inspector to look into oases of corruption that are 
prevalent in the Corporation? Let them also appoint Inspectors for 
their own departments to find out what is happening there. Let us 
take the cases even of the courts of justice and see how justice is admi- 
nistered there. It is not a secret to anybody here that the people in 
'the villages are afraid to come to the court, for perhaps they think 
that by going to the court they won’t get proper justice — or that justice 
is very costly.’ So, Sir, this is the state of things even in Government 
departments. Therefore I say, Sir, it is time when the principle of 
self-determination should be preserved, whereas it seems we have come 
here to subscribe to a Bill which is not only a retrograde step, but goes 
even beyond the scope of the Act of 1899, because the citieena of 
Calcutta after they had enjoyed civic freedom and all Ihe amenities of 
life for nearly 40 years, are now asked to go back to the year of grace 
"1899. Therefore, Sir, before I sit down I would again repeat my 
appeal to the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur and to the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
to pjit their heads together and to see whether they cannot postpone 
going 40 the lobby to-day on this issue. Let the Coalition Party sit 
to-night and consider the matter very seriously whether they cannot 
see their way to agree to circulate the Bill even for a very short 
period. Therefore, Sir, I heg to support the motion for circulation 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. before 1 
come to the actual subject under discussion to-night, I should like to 
make one or two observations about the petulence shown by the 
honourable member for the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. 
Sir, it seems that he finds it difficult to sit in this House as an ordinary 
member and therefore in order to impress upon us his importance he 
must tell tales out of school. I had to pull him up once ^fore when 
he ma^e a similar exhibition on the occasion of the Budget. He then 
delivered a self-condemnatory speech and to-night we have listened to ^ 
an interesting exj^osition of his views, almost a confession of his 
misdeeds as a Minister. I wonder, Sir, if he will be good enough to 
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tell the House what he did ‘and what advice he gave to his coUeaguee 
in the Cabinet on this very same Amending Bill. (Mr. NAunn Bakjai^ 
Sarkbr : Ask them to produce my minutes and you will see.) It will 
also be interesting to know of his activities and achievements as the 
Whip of the Swaraj Party in the Corporation. He has said that the 
members of the Coalition will repeat their Master’s Voice. M&y , I 
tell him, Sir, that that perhaps is not so disgraceful, demeaning and 
degrading as repeating the Servant’s Voice. It is all very well to 
come and tell us of things which occurred in the Cabinet in which he has 
taken the fullest part and then like a bad boy to come out of the 
school and denounce in a way his own misdeeds. Having finished with 
him, Sir, may I also congratulate the Hon’ble the ex-Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition for giving us the information that the honourable 
member for the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce has been taken 
back into the fold. This is the first time that we have been vouchsafed 
this information. I would venture to warn him and honoiyable 
gentlemen opposite to think twice before they take back such a rebel,* 
because I feel certain that within two months he will rush out and 
repeat before the public the secrets of their party and their good deeds 
and misdeeds. Things which we have seen to-day, I repeat once more, 
are not done. Such behaviour is ncd the practice of Legislatures and is 
opposed to the decencies of public life. 

It is with some hesitation and after a good deal of deliberation that 
I have decided to take part in this debate. Silence would, indeed, 
have been golden but it would not have been honest or manly. I am 
satisfied, Sir, that in what 1 am going to say 1 shall be placing before”^ 
the House the unanimous opinion of every section of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta and their keen anxiety to see the municipal affairs of their 
city run on sound lines to the maximum benefit of the citiaeas and 
rate-payers. I shall try, so far as it is possible, to address myself to a 
few aspects of the problem over which, in my view, there should be, 
and actually, there is no room for a difference of opinion. We are all 
agreed that abuses have crept into the administration of the Corporation. 
We are again agreed that these abuses liave been of a progressive 
character. The Corporation, to the high and low alike, has come to 
mean “corruption.” In saying this, I find myself in distinguished 
company. I am not saying anything new. I am but repeating what 
thousands liave said before me. The simile of the Augean stable has 
struck the imagination of the public so forcibly because it represents 
tbe true state of affairs. A friend belonging to the Congress school 
of thought eschewed the stable and declared, “we will have to make it 
understood that the Corporation is not a ptnjrapole for the reception 
of inefficient persons.” He added: “We cannot shut our eyes to the 
fact that to the general public and rate-payers tbe word Corporation 
has a different name. The good name of the Corporation for honesty, 
fairness and justice has fallen off.” 
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Only the other day the Hon’ble Memhhr for .the Municipalities of 
the Presidency Division, while introducing a Bill somewhat on the lines 
of the English Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, of 1889, intended 
“for the more effectual prevention and punishment of bribery and 
corruption of and by members, officers and servants of Corporations, 
CounBils, Boards, Commissions and other public bodies,*’ gave a sordid 
relation of how one Councillor wanted from him five hundred rupees, 
and how another actually forced him to pay fifty “chips,” as he put 
it, while two Congress Councillors were waiting for him, so to say, in 
the ante-chamber for a share in the division of the loot ! You will have 
noticed. Sir, that all classes and communities without distinction of 
race, colour and creed, as the hackneyed phra.se goes, were represented 
in this bunch. May 1 inform the House, through you, Sir, that things 
have not much improved since the honourable mcmlaT lionouif'd the 
Corporation with the visit he so graphically described ^ 

. A*well-known authority on local Government problems in England 
writes : — 


“Elected members arc notorious for their corrupt ibilHy and the 
work of local government by its very nature oiVers temptation in a variety 
of shapes If some contractor is to have the privilege of supply- 

ing the Corporation with timber, coal or road material, wliy should it 
not be the firm in which the ConneJllors have an interest.” 

That all is not well in the Corporation is an undoubted fact. There 
IS, however, a conflict of opinion regarding the best means of removing 
the disgrace which has come to be associated with its nami'. One 
sectiqp suggests that jfurifieatifui should come from within. This, to 
my miirt, is not possible until the Act itself is amended. The other 
view is that, in the light of the painful history of the last seventeen 
years, the remedy will have to be sought from without. The holders 
of this view believe that the seed of civic progress sown in 192*1, was 
laid in unhealthy soil. Surendra Nath Banerjea, the author of the 
Act, writing only a year or two after it was passed, bemoans: — 

“It is useless to disguise the fact that the operation of the Act has 
been rej'eived with mixed feelings. It has created a sense of anxiety 

and even alarm among a section of the community The public 

feeling is that the spirit of the new Act is being sacrificed and its 
beneficent provisions abused to serve the ends of party interests.” He 
goes on, Sir, and prophesies: — 

“It .is the writing on the wall which those in authority may not, 
in the intoxication of power, care to read. But it is there, as 
inexorable in its operation as the great and fundamental physical 
laws.” 
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These forebodings have come home to roost. How then can puri- 
fication come from within? It would appear that the machinery of 
progress was fouled at ti^ very start and we are suffering the conse- 
quences to-day. The dire situation into which we have fallen is so 
distressing that I have on occasions been assailed with the doubt 
whether autonomous bodies, so amphibious in their nature, which .makes 
them neither fish, nor fowl, nor good red herring, are really suitable to 
the genius and traditions of my countrymen? 

Behind this conflict of views, Sir, there is, however, the fundamental 
agreement that something has to be done to retrieve the position. 
Hindus, Muslims and others are at one on this point. Sectional or 
sectarian ideas in any shape or form are entirely non-existent and are 
miles away from the minds of the citizens. 

Even at the risk of lieing misunderstood, I am anxious to impress 
upon honourable members who do not see eye to eye with me that the 
word “Government” has now lost its old significance and me>»ning. 
Despite the shortcomings and limitations of the Government of India 
Act, of 19J15, we have, in Bengal, still an elected J-egislature with a 
Council of Ministers, consisting of Hindus, Muslims and the represen- 
tatives of the Scheduled Classes. “Government” now means the 
nation and, therefore. Government action and influence connote and 
signify the will of the people. Let us avoid a confusion of thought. 
Let us face realities and make decisions such as will open up new 
avenues of co-operation and united effort. There may be new formiitioiis 
and new alignments in the coalitions of the future. Such coalitions or 
even the present one with the added strength of the reasonable secti\rtr“ 
from the Opposition will have to devote serious and earnest rttention 
to the problem of the Corporation. Why tlien condemn thi* Bill, 
because it is the outcome of the efforts of the present coalition,? 'I beg 
honourable members oppo.site not to withhold their support to-night 
and not to rob the Select Committee of the benefit of their advice and 
guidance. 

1 am gratified to an extent. Sir, that the Opposition has decided not 
to throw out the Bill. The amendment that the Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion admits that this or some otEer Bill has now 
become the crying need of the community. I am, consequently, 
forced to the conclusion that the Hercules, who will turn the uaters 
of our local Alpheus and wash away the filth of seventeen year.- from 
the Augean stable in Surendra Nath Banerjea Road, is personified in 
this Assembly and resides in its collective wisdom. 

The representatives of the rate-payers of Calcutta although they 
differ on certain, constitutional aspects of this Amending Bill, are all 
agreed that the Calcutta Municipal Act, has grown out of d^^te and 
must be amended to fit in and meet with the growing requirements of 
the city. The proposed measure, which does not cover the many defects 



of & Act, has received their unqualified support ou 80 out of its 50 
oii^4S) with minor alterations in a few sub-clauses. The brunt of 
th€|r opposition is centred only on 5 out of the 50 clauses. 

1 do not propose, Sir, to enter into the merits and demerits of these 
for I expect that they will have shed many of their angularities wheu 
th^ emerge from the Select Committee. May I, however, point out, 
Sir, that autonomy in local bodies or civic freedom, as the honourable 
member opposite would like to have it, described — I find no difference 
in the two phrases — does not mean complete independence of the Legis- 
lature. The law and juristic principles governing it and universal 
practice also are clear and unambiguous on the point. Calcutta, under 
the Act of 1923, seems to enjoy a measure of authority unknown to any 
other local body in India. 1 wish these powers could be left undisturb- 
ed, but things have now come to such a pass that loyalty to the city and 
to the Corporation demands that the rot that has set in be stopped at 
the earliest possible moment and the impeccability of the institution 
fe-established. Opposition ou unreal and extraneous issues wil‘ not 
help us. Let us tackle the problem with courage and determination 
for then alone shall we have rendered valuable and lasting service to 
this cosmopolitan and international city of ours. 

It will, I hope, be agreed that provision must be made to save the 
executive from the constant attentions of prowling and inquisitive 
Councillors while at the same time deterrents will have to be invented 
to check the intrigues, on the part of the executive, to lead such 
jCcmn^ill^rs into temptation. It is this unhealthy interdependence of 
bS& s^fon of the institution on the other that has to be broken asunder. 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, who noticed the danger of this mesalliance , 
says :•*“ 

* 'There is no principle to which the general public and the framers 
of the Bill attached greater importance than the total separation, of 
what I may call, the legislative and executive functions in the adminis- 
tration of the Corporation.” 


The author^s dream did not materialise, but what is si ill more 
depressing is the fact that the cloak of the Deshbandhu, who was 
mainly responsible for setting up a new system in Corporation activi^ 
ties, f^ll on shoulders which could not bear the burden he alone Atlas- 
like was able to carry. 


This strange contretamps has put the whole machinery but of gear. 
1 am afraid. Sir, the Bill before us does not meet all the requirements 
of the case. The whole Act needs thorough overhauling. Wbethi§|^^g 
lake, up Ike question of the improvement of the bustees; or ^en^ebut- 
i^ of Hie buikLiag rules which have become antiquated and unsuited 
needs; or the assessment and collection of ratee and taxes; 
m w|ui(ber ypn try to find ways and means to increase ike income and 
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decreafle expenditure, turn what side you will, you come across difficul- 
ties which may be the delight of the legal quibbler but are insurmount- 
able handicaps in the wify of the administrator. Work is slow and 
arrears, both financial and otherwise, are mounting up. With 
diminishing closing balances and increasing arrears — now between 50 
to 60 lakhs — the prospect is indeed baffling. The existence of political 
groups and parties may be tolerated in municipalities and corporations 
for there is room for genuine difference of opinion in civics as in 
politics. But when you find Corporation employees discoursing on 
lofty theories of human society instead of devoting themselves to their 
work, you feel lost and l)ewildered ! These ill-digested notions have 
generated a spirit of indiscipline and insubordination which, with 
added inefficiency, make work impossible and lead to repeated strikes 
and dislocation of the whole organisation. 

It was my intention, Sir, to approach the Hon’ble the Minister for 
Local Self-Government and place before liim amendments on almosjt 
every chapter of the Act, in the light of the difficulties experienced by 
the administration. I was bold enough to imagine that I would be 
successful in inducing him to withdraw the present Bill with a view 
to introduce a more comprehensive one which would eliminate most of 
the existing deficiencies. But Fates and the Defence of India Act 
intervened to my discomfiture. I shall, however, look forward, with 
keen anxiety, to the introduction ot a third Amending Bill before the 
life of the present Assembly has come to an end. Unless immediate 
and, if necessary, drastic steps are taken the danger is, we shall go 
from bad to worse. Such a catastrophe must be averted at any cost. 
Our motto should be “Now or Never.” (Loud cheers from the Coali- 
tion Benches./ 


Mfi W> A« M. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my Party have 
given very careful consideration to the provisions of this important 
Bill, and also to the criticisms which have been expressed against it. 

It has been noticeable that speakers in this debate do not deny that 
the administration of the Corporation under the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, 1923, has not been satisfactory. It is a fact too well known to 
"^require quotation of instances that the effective working of the 
Corporation executive has been seriously impaired by interference from 
individual Councillors, that party and personal considerations instead 
of considerations of merit have prevailed in questions of appointments 
ami that the maladministration and abuses in certain departments have 
,,heen nothing short of a public scandal. If instances are required then 
iny"^t)^nd Mr. Badrudduja has supplied them not only in matters of 
* essessment and in the administration of the Building Department but 
also in questions of appointments. This being the case, it appesurs to' 
Ipe, Sir, that it is our duty to take steps to remedy the situatibn. 
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S^e members have made sweeping al^gationa that similar abuses 
pgej^ in Government administration, but that is not an argument 
B^imh would justify us in shirking our duty to take steps to put the 
idministration of the Corporation on a sound basis. 

It has been argued that this Bill proposes to hand over the powers 
d tl||B Corporation to Government, that it is a “constitutional outrage” 
lAd that the rights of the rate-payers of Calcutta are being taken 
iway. These are arguments which appear to me extravagant and 
infounded. What does the Bill attempt to do? In order to remove 
he Chief Executive Officer from the sphere of influence of individual 
Councillors it proposes that as in Bombay and Madras he should be a 
Civil Servant appointed by the Provincial Government. No doubt for 
ery good reasons the Congress provinces of Bombay and Madras have 
lOt seen fit (Interjections by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, leaders of different groups are entitled 
o patient hearing, and 1 would request Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar to 
bserve this rule. 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: No doubt for very good reasons the 
Congress provinces of Bombay and Madras have not seen fit to follow 
he lead which my friend Mr. Gupta has suggested has been given by 
lengal in this matter. The Chief Executive Officer, however, remains 
he servant of the Corporation. He must curry out the decisions of 
he Corporation, and he is removable by the Corporation if two-thirds 
kf the Councillors and Aldermen vote for his removal. It is true that 
he Chief Executive Officer is given power to sanction estimates and 
aake contracts up to Rs. 10,000 subject, I would stress, to an obliga- 
ion*t<^ report such contracts within 16 days. It appears to me only 
easonrole that the Chief Officer of the Corporation should have this 
K>wer, and I may add that the Chief Executive OflScer of Madras 
corporation has a similar power. The Chief Executive Officer is also 
fiven certain disciplinary powers over the subordinate staff. It is 
urely again only reasonable and necessary that he should have these 
K)wer8. 

The Bill, in the second place, provides for the appointment of a 
Jertice Commission to select persons to be appointeil to posts undA* 
he Corporation carrying salaries of over Rs. 50 per mensem. 
Provided the constitution of the Commission is such as to command 
»)ufidence, this seems to me to be an eminently desirable proposal. 
Instead of having to spend so much of their time on questions of 
appointments, the Cor|>oration W'ill be able to devote a little zuor^ ti|pe 
o civic affairs. It will also ensure that appointments are mad§oii the 
Aisis of merit, a consideration which is at present too often absept^e 
rhen appointments are made. It is argued that the Commission will 
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be controlled by Goveminen,t. I can see. no justification for tbia. 
Both the constitution *and the duties of the Commission are carefully, 
laid down in the Bill. The Commission will consist of a Chairman 
who must be a Crown ser^nt of not less than 10 years’ standing and 
two members, one a Muhammadan and one a non*Muhammadan. One 
of the two members must have had not less than 5 years’ admin^ptra- 
tive experience in the Corporation. The communal composition of the 
Commission might, we think, be made more specific, but this is a 
point which can be put right in the Select Committee. 

In the third place, Government have taken certain additional 
powers to annul illegal proceedings of committees and to supersede for 
a specified period a department which is guilty of maladministration. 
Government have also taken powers in certain events to dissolve the 
Corporation and order a new election. These powers are based upon 
similar powers given to the Government under the Bengal Municipal 
Act, 1932, and we consider that experience has shown the necessity 
for these powers. They may appear sweeping, but it must be remem-, 
bered that they are emergency powers which no popular Government 
could exercise except under overwhelming pressure from public 
opinion. Does any member seriously think that Government could, 
for example, exercise its power to supersede a department unless the 
affairs of that department had become a public scandal which Govern- 
ment could no longer ignore? It is not a popular thing to interfere? ‘ 
with a self-governing body and it can only be done if it has public 
opinion behind it. 

These, Sir, are the main provisions of this Bill and they do not, in—- 
our opinion, provide any grounds for saying that the rights of the rate- 
payers are being taken away, or that Government is usurping the 
powers of the Corporation. It may be that my Congress , friends 
consider that appointments and small contracts form the life blood of 
the Corporation or, shall I say, of the particular party which happens 
to dominate it. But I would like to stress that this Bill does not in 
any way detract from the powers of the Corporation to deal with civic 
affairs which ought to be its main concern. On the contrary, it will 
enable the Corporation to give more attention to those matters which 
are of vital importance to the citiaens of Calcutta, to public health, to 
streets and public places, to buildings, to lighting and scavenging, 
and to all these things which will make for a better, cleaner and health- 
ier city. All that this Bill will do will be to ensure that the decisions of 
the Corporation will be carried out by an effective and efBcient 
administration. 

Sir, Mi^.' Marindin has indicated that there are various points 
which think should be modified in Select Committee. There is 
t one point which I would like to stress. We are at a loss fb 
understand why in a Bill which is primarily designed to make oertain 
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n^DMsary reforms in the administration of the Corporation, proedaions 
for the extension of the franchise should have been included. Far 
from assisting the improvement of the administration these provisions 
will in our opinion only lead to an increase in electoral abuses. We 
therffore strongly urge that before proceeding with any alteration of 
tbe franchise Government should undertake a thorough examination 
and revision of the provisions governing elections. 

Sir, we have listened with pride and pleasure to the lavish praise 
which Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta have 
bestowed on British self-governing institutions. Mr. Gupta has 
favoured us with a great deal of attention which perhaps might have 
beei^ better employed in constructive criticism of the Bill. I would 
remind Mr. Gupta of one thing and that is that in British democratic 
institutions members of the Opposition do not substitute for reasoned 
argument demonstrations and refusals to serve on Select Committees. 
.That* Sir, is not in our opinion the way to work democratic institu- 
tions. I would also remind Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that even the 
Conioration of Glasgow was not built in a day. Mr. Gupta may call 
us unBritish, but we have at least learnt that British self-governing 
institutions are the product of long years of trial and error and of 
sometimes bitter experience. Unless we are prepared to admit mis- 
■ takes, unless we are prepared to learn from experience, there will be 
no permanence in our democratic institutions. 

We do not seek to stand on that high moral plane which Mr. Gupta 
has proposed for us. On the contrary, we know that similar problems 
have confronted British self-governing institutions. What we do 
wish to do is to face facts and not be the dupes of slogans and catch- 
words. • The facts are that there are cracks in the fine democratic 
structure of Calcutta Corporation. If we do not repair thesij cracks, 
we invite the collapse of the whole structure. 

Mr. Gcfswami in his speech taunted the European Party with follow- 
ing Government slavishly into the Division lobby. That, Sir, is not 
a fact. My Party has supported and will always support Government 
where they consider that the legislation brought forward by Govern- 
ment is in the interest of this city and of the province. Mr. Goswami 
has also referred to the depleted ranks of my party. I should like to 
tell Mr. Goswami that although we appear to be hale and hearty but 
for the incidence of sickness, ray Party would be here at full strength 
to support the measure which they consider to be just (Laughter) 
and in the full interests of this great city. 

Mr. tARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, it has baen my 

misfortune daring the last three years and a half to listen to manir ^ 
irresponsible utterances from the Treasury Benches, but 1 would say 
that Jthe Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, the Minister in chai^ 



406 GOVERNMENT BILL. [IOth Sept., 

« 

of Loeal Self-Government, has in that respect not only surpassed him-, 
self but has surpassed all^Ais colleagues. I am sorry, Sir, due to 
circumstances beyond my control, it was not possible for me to listen 
to the speech of the Nawab Bahadur. But I have endeavoured to go 
carefully through the speech as reported in the papers, and I fefil no 
hesitation in declaring at the outset that in his speech there is not ohe 
iota of evidence in support of the wild and reckless charges he has 
made against the Corporation of Calcutta. Sir, in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons which has been circulated under the signature of 
the Nawab Bahadur, it is said that the political views of the party in 
power in the Corporation have very largely influenced the day-to-day 
administration of the Corporation. I wish, Sir, that the p 9 ytical 
views of the Congress Party had in fact influenced the day-to-day 
administration of the Corporation to a much larger extent than it has 
done. The political views of the Congress Party of the Corporation 
were reflected in the civic programme enunciated and placed before the. 
citizens of Calcutta by the first Mayor of the Corporation, Deshbandhu 
Chitiuranjan Das. Unfortunately we had in the Corporation in the 
year 1924 and we still have in the Corporation relics of the ofiicial days, 
relics which clog the wheel of progress, relics which interfere with the 
performance and execution of the civic ideals of the political party in 
power and that is why W'e stand where we are to-day. 

Sir, I shall examine in a moment the allegations made by the 
Nawab Bahadur in his speech, but may I dispose of my honourable 
friend Mr. Hasan Ispahani in a few words? Mr. Hasan Ispahani 
stepped down from the velvet carpet of Persia and took an excursion 
to Nova Scotia, Columbia, Australia and New Zealand. 1 wonder why 
he did not proceed to Kamchatka and Honolulu! I woubUlike to 
confine myself to the affairs of my homeland, to the affairs of this city 
w'hich gave me education, the city in which 1 live, move and have my 
being. 

Turning to the affairs of this city, we all know that the tongue of 
calumny first exercised itself in the year 1897 when Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie brought forward the infamous Municipal Bill. (Rai 
Harknora Nath Chaudhuei : Despicable Bill!) I have just now said 
that the tongue of calumny first exercised itself when Sir Alexander 
Macketizie — I aooepi the correction of my honourable friend Rai 
Hareiidra Nath Chaudhuri — brought forward the despicable Bill which 
became the law of the land in 1900. At that time the citizens of 
(’alcutta hellded by Surendra Nath Banerjea recorded their protest 
against the. Act and followed it up by resigning from the Calcutta 
Corporation in a body. He did declare also at that time that he hoped 
lie would live to see the day when his city would be *‘rol>ed in the 
mantle of freedom*’ and he did live to see it. If there is anyone who 
more than anybody else is entitled to credit for robing ^this city in the 
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rntmtie of freedom it ia Surendra Nath ^Banerjea. The Hon’ble the 
.Minieter for Local Self-Government has confessed, he has had to 
confess, that this Bill is a retrograde measure. Now what has he said 
in justification of the retrograde measure whjch he has thought fit to 
bring before the House? He has said, “I hope the House will agree 
witl^ me that circumstances have compelled Government to retrace 
tlfeir steps in this matter. Viewed against the background of nepotism, 
inefficiency and corruption which have characterised the administration 
of the Corporation during the last few years, our pro{)osal8 offer the 
only effective remedy that can be thought of and may on that ground 
be fully justified.” 

In his long speech he never furnished one iota of evidence in 
suppifel; of the charges he brought against the Corporation. Apparently 
he realised later that that was so, and that is why I believe a statement 
has been distributed this evening furnishing materials justifying the 
provisions of the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Sir, coming to the first item in that statement, — insufficiency of the 
existing powers of control,— may T ask the Ilon’ble the Nuwab Bahadur 
if the Government of Bengal since the year 1924 has attempted, has 
really attempted, to exercise the powders of control which the Local 
Government had and have under the present Municipal Act? Look at 
sections 14, lo, IG, 17, 18 and 19 of the Act. In the statement of the 
Nawab Bahadur all that he has said is that the (iovernment thought 
at one time that they would exercise the control given to them, the 
power of control given to them, under section 14, but the ('orporation 
was too quick for them. That is the summary of the long paragraph 
which appears against section 14. Now*, Sir, may J remind the House 
in vjfiat matter Government thought in their own mind that they might 
axercii^b some control? It was in connection with the Corporation's 
comprehensive scheme for the production and distribution of electrical 
snergy in this city. I am sure the citizens of Calcutta were glad that 
[he Government of Bengal went to sleep on that occasion and that the 
Corporation was too quick for them. For, who does not know to-day 
hat it is on account of the electrical scheme of the Corporation that 
he vested interest which goes by the name of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation had to reduce its rates for the benefit of the 
dtizens of Calcutta, who does not know to-day that the citizens of 
>lcutta have been saving because of the Corporation's efforts lakhs 
md lakhs of rupees every year which would have gone to that Aionopoly 
nterest known as the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation ? I again 
'epeat, Sir, that the citizens of Calcutta wdll certainly be glad when 
hey come to know from this statement which, I take it, will i^ach 
hem, that the Government of Bengal went to sleep on that occasion. 

Then, Sir, coming to sections 15 and 16 of the Act is it necessary * 
dr me to narrate the activities of Government as printed in this 
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ftatemeniP Sir, a mere perusal of what. has been printed here will 
show the absurdity into which the Government are landing themselves.- 
There is section 17, by virtue of which the Local Government can ask 
the Corporation if any ,of the duties imposed by or under the Act 
have or have not been performed by them. But, Sir, they have not 
done so during the last 16 years. The Local Government had under 
section 18 the power to appoint some person to- take the action direcfed 
by them. The Government of Bengal never exercised that power. 
And lastly, Sir, under section 19, the Local Govemme.ut had the power 
and shall have the power to annul any proceedings of the Corporation 
which they considered not to be in conformity with the law or rules or 
by-laws made thereunder. But they have not exercised that power 
during the last 16 years except on one occasion when certain Councillors 
of the Corporation drew the attention of the Local Government to a 
certain state of things there. Is it open to a Government, Sir, I ask, 
to complain that the existing powers are insufficient when they them- 
selves during the last 16 years have not thought fit to exercise any of- 
those powers? (Cries of “Hear! hear!”) I should have thought that 
if the powers had been exercised in the course of the lost 16 years and 
it was found that there were certain defects in the Act which had to be 
remedied, that would be some justification on the part of the Govern- 
ment to ask for further powers. But they did not exercise those powers 
for 16 years and then suddenly at the instance of certain people, may 
I say, of a certain caucus which wants to get hold of the power or 
patronage of which they have been deprived because of the patriotism 
and the public spirit of the representatives of the rate-payers of 
Calcutta, — the group or caucus which has been moving the Govern- 
ment — they bring forward a measure of this nature. 

Then, Sir, 1 shall come to the instances of nepotism, the ^alleged 
nepotism, which is contained in this statement. Sir, ridicule itself 
would stand ashamed if I were to read out this statement to the House. 
The first allegation is that in 1931 the party in power in the Corpora- 
tion — Dr. B, C. Hoy’s party — appointed Mr. S. Zaman as Deputy 
Executive Officer, but shortly after the late Mr. J. M. Sen-Gupta came 
into power and as a result of a requisition meeting the appointment of 
Mr. Zaman was rescinded and Haji Abdur Rashid Ehan was appointed 
as the Deputy Executive Officer. This is clearly, the Nawab Bahadur 
declares, an instance of an important appointment being made on, party 
considerations. Sir, the existing powers under the Calcutta Municipal 
Act of 1923 empower Government to refuse to sanction the appointment 
of the Chief, Executive Officer or any of the Deputy Executive Officers 
if the Goverximent thought it was an improper appointment. Why did 
they time and again sanction the appointment of Haji Abdur Rashid 
« Khan as the first Deputy Executive Officer of the Corporation ? * Then, 
Sir, coming to certain other matters the Nawab Bahadur in hia 
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exli^eiiiity thinks it necessary to rely on Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy dn 
wWm he had never relied before. (Ironical laughter ^^from die 
Congress Benches.) Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy put a string of question's 
in the Corporation and the Nawab Bahadur reprints them and says-*- 
Here are allegations of nepotism and corruption. But, Sir, what are 
the allegations? Are the allegations against the body of Councillors 
and Aldermen or is it the allegation that one particular officer of the 
Corporation had been influenced by certain persons to make certain 
appointments which did not find favour with the Corporation? Sir, 

I need not go very far. I shall just cite an instance from recent 
history. The political party opposite me have sent their representatives 
to the Corporation and those representatives have decided, 1 take it, 
after mature consideration that it was necessary to invest the body of 
Councillors and Aldermen who are there with powers to make appoint- 
ments. Sir, look at that picture and look at this. The representatives 
of the Muslim League Party in the Corporation have thought it fit to 
curtail the powers of the Chief Executive Officer in the matter of 
appointments and to .give practically all the powers which had been 
vested in him by previous Corporations to two Services Committees. 

Is not that, Sir, a sufficient and most effective reply to any charges of 
nepotism or favouritism or any other “ism” of whi<*h we find so much 
in the statement which the Nawab Bahadur has circulated? Now, Sir, 
it is necessary to place before the House certain instances — 1 do not 
know whether the Nawab Bahadur and his colleagues would characterise 
them as instances of nepotism or favouritism or what else — it is neces- 
sary for me to place before the House certain instances of nepotism on 
the part of members of the Trea.sury Benches. I am doing so in order 
to sljow that the power of appointment which the Government seeks to 
confer %pon themselves by this Bill, I mean the power of a]>poiutment 
of the Chief Executive Officer, is a power which the Bengal Legisla- 
ture ought not to confer on the Government. Sir, I will not detain 
the House by citing many instances. You remember, Sir, that in 
August, 1938, a long catalogue of such instances was circulated on the 
floor of the House to which there w'as no reply. Instances of nepotism, 
favouritism and many other “isms” on the port of the members of the 
Treasury Benches were given there, but up till now there has been no 
denial. And let me now add a few more. There is a gentleman of 
the name of Mr. Matloob Murshed, a nephew’ of one of the Ministers and 
a brother of one of the officers in the Bengal Secretariat, who has been 
appointed Superintendent of the Lansdowne Market, superseding other 
officers wcluding a Muhammadan gentleman by name Mr. Shafl. May 
I ask at whose instance that appointment was made ? There is another 
gentleman of the name of Mr. Mahboob Murshed, who has been ^ 
appointed tbe first Law Assistant of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, 
a nephew of one of tbe Ministers and brother of tbe same officer in tbe 
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Bengal Secretariat. May Sir, at wjiose instance that appoint* 

ment has been made? Therer is another gentleman of the name of 
Mr. K. M. Asad, again a relative or a connection of one of the Ministers, 
who lias been appointed labour Officer on behalf of the Indian Jute 
Mills Association. (Cries of *^Hear! hear!’’) May I ask at whose 
instance that appointment has been made? I shall give another 
instance. One Mr. Syed Amul Huq, alim Manna, a nephew of one*of 
the Ministers, has been ajipointed an Insiiector of the Government 
Industrial Museum on Rs. 200 a month, with additional allowances. 
He was formerly a clerk on Rs. 40 iier month in the licence Department 
of the Calcutta Corporation. May I eiuiiiire at whose instance that 
ap^iointment was made? I could multiply instances and could show 
that the charges which have been made by the Nawab Bahadur in the 
course of his speech are charges which could be made much more 
effectively, and much more truly, against the members of the Treasury 
Benches. (Cries of ^‘Shame! shame!”) And yet we are told that 
the fKiwer of apiKiinfmeni of the Chief Executive Officer, the power 
to appoint a Statutory Service Commission, should be vested in the 
Government of Bengal. The Bill makes provision for the appointment 
of an Indian Civil Service or Bengal Civil Service officer. I have 
not the time this evening to give you a review of the achievement 
of Indian Civil Service officers who acted as Chairmen of the 
Calcutta Corporation. But in one word I can say that their achieve- 
ment amounts to this. They looked after the portion of Calcutta 
between Dhurrumtollu Street and Lower ('ircular Road and neglected 
the other iwrtions of (hilcuttu during the thirty years of their regime. 
But that is not the case with the present C'oqmration. Let me come 
to our sister district of Howrah. May I place on record some of the 
achievements of the Indian Civil Service Chairmen there, the prede- 
cessors of my honourable and learned fiiend Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain? 
Howrah owed it to an Indian Civil Service officer to have a railway 
running through its main thoroughfares, through the very heart of the 
town, within an arm’s length of people’s dwelling-houses. It was left 
to Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain to remove that from the heart of the 
city. Howrah owed it to the official Chainnen to have a trenching 
ground in the very heart of the city. It was left to my honourable 
and learned friend Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain, the non-official Chair- 
man, to remove the trenching ground. I could multiply instances from 
Howrah as well, but I do not propose to do so within the short time at 
my disposal. 

Sir, the interference of members of the Cabinet in the matter^of 
appointment in the Calcutta Corporation, in the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust and in other bodies over which they have control can only 
be characterised as nepotism and favouritism of the most shameless 
character. But, Sir, they have not stopped with influencing appoint- 
ments in these bodies. My charge is — and that is one of the main 
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.re<»Min8 why I and my party will not tnwt the*(}oT©rnment with the 
powers that are sought to be conferred by this Bill — ^my charge against 
them is of interference in the administration of justice. Sir, 1 speilk 
on published records. It was only last year tliat there were two oases: 
one iinown as Emperor vs. Jagadish Narayan Shaw and Harihar Prosad 
add the other Emperor vs. Muhammad Khan, Abdul Majid and Sakhar 
Khan. The Hon^ble Minister for Labour who is always in labour, 
always carrying burdens which are not his own, went to the length of 
writing a letter to the Commissioner of Police of this city addressing 
him as “My dear Fairweather,” asking the Commissioner of Police 
to remove an Inspector of the name of Atkinson from the Hastings 
Thana because forsooth there were some charges against three Muham- 
madans. Sir, Inspector Atkinson in the course of his evidence said: 
“There was an allegation to the Commissioner of l^olice which I read, 
written by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, regarding this 

inciSent. I state that this case was made over to l Muhammadan 
Inspector as Muhammadans were concernetl. This letter I saw with 
Inspector Kazi at the Hastings Thana when I made over charge of this 
case to him.” This is evidence given before a court (>{ law. Captain 
Knox, one of the Honorary Presidency Magistrates of Calcutta, 
recorded this evidence. (A voice from the Coalition Benches: When?) 
'This w^as on the IGth November, 1939, and the judgment was given on 
the loth March, 1940, acquitting Jagadish Narayan Shaw and Harihar 
Prosad and convicting the three Muhammadan gentlemen whom I 
named, in spite of the letter to “My dear Fairweather,” in spite of the 
removal of Inspector Atkinson, and the transfer of Inspector Kazi 
from one of the districts of Calcutta to Hastings Thann. On these 
factl, J again say — I can multiply instances — will this House 


rh% Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY S Do you call that inter- 
ference ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yea, shameless inter- 
ference. 

Mr. SARAT OHANDRA BOSE: I am glad that Mr. Suhrawardy 
admits the fact. He does not admit it in a fit of generosity. He has to 
ildmit because it is evidence in a court of law. But the evidence does 
not stop with the evidence of Inspector Atkinson. lDs]>ector Kazi who 
was sent there to displace Inspector Atkinson also told the same tale. 
He said, “The letter was written by Ibe Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy, 
M.L.A., Minister of ]4ibour, to the (Commissioner of Police, which I read* 
and then I handed the same back to the Deputy Ck>mrois8ioner, tSouih 
Division I took this letter and 1 returned it after and when I 
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lianded over my report of th& case to the Deputy Commiaeiouer, South* 
This was about three days after. The case was sent up on the 2l8t 
August, 1939 to the Depuljr Commissioner, South”. On the basis of 
these instances I would ask this Legislature seriously to consider 
whether they would be right in handing over the power of appointment 
of the Chief Executive Officer which is now exercised by the Councillors 
and Aldermen as a body to the person or persons in charge at Writers^ 
Buildings. Having regard to their antecedents, having regard to the 
instances of nepotism and favouritism which I have given before this 
House, having regard to the instances of nepotism and favouritism 
which we on this side of the House gave in August, 1938, I would ask 
this House seriously to consider whether we would be justified in 
taking the power of appointment which has got to be exercised by 90 
or 95 Councillors sitting together, where each would be a check on the 
other, and handing it over to a Minister or Ministers in charge at the 
Bengal Secretariat. 

Sir, much has been said about nepotism and favouriti.sm in the 
matter of appointments. Is it known to the House that during the 
last It) years very few apopintments have been made by Councillors 
and Aldermen H Does the Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Government 
know liow many appointments altogether have been made by Councillors 
and Aldennen of the Corporation during the last If) years ? The majortiy 
of appointments have been made by the Chief Executive Officer — the 
overwhelming majority — and yet the Government have not thought fit 
to remove tliat officer, because charges of nepotism and favouritism were 
not thought of at that time. Very few appointments, I say without 
any fear of contradiction, are made by Councillors and Aldermen as a 
body. But I am prepared to go into every single case of appoiatinent 
by the Corporation between 1924 and 1940, and I ask the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca to accept the proposal which I am going to 
make now. My proposal is this. Let a list of all appointments made 
by the Corporation from the year 1924 up to date he made together 
with a record of the appointing authority in each case and also a 
record ns to whether those persons are relatives or connections of the 
Councillors of the Corporation. Let a similar record be compiled of 
the appointments made by the present Government during the last 
three years and a half, and let both those records be sept to the Public 
Services Commission of Government for examination and report. Let 
that report come before the House. That will be an acid test, Sir. 
Let the Government who are charging a corporate body with allega- 
tions of corruption, nepotism and so on, put their own house in order. 
If they are serious in their charges, let the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
^ get up and say: “I accept the suggestion of the Leader of the 
Opposition.” I pause for a reply. liet the Public Services Commiaaioa 
ent^uire, make a sifting enquiry into the appointments niade 
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by ibe Corporation during the last 16 yc^rs and at the same tiine a 
^iang enquiry into the appointments made by Obvernment during the 
Iasi ftree years and a half and let us wait for that report. 

Sir, I know of certain instances which it will take time to repeat — 
how the Public Services Commission have been flouted, systematically 
and deliberately flouted, by the Government of the day. Whethei 
you consider the appointment of the Deputy Director of Industries 
and Industrial Engineer or whether you consider the appointment of 
the Second Superintendent of Sericulture, Bengal, or whether you come 
to the appointment of a Bacteriologist in the Bengal Tanning Institute 
or the Assistant Chemist in the same Institute or the Offioer-in-charge 
of the Bengal Industrial Museum, if I were to cite the facts leading to 
those appointments, they would tell a tale which would make, I 
expect, even, the Ministers on the Treasury Benches blush. (Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : Are they capable of blushing?) 

Sir, it has been said by my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi that it 
is the unanimous desire of the citizens of Calcutta that a measure of 
this nature should he brought forward. 1 do not know how 
Mr. Siddiqi arrogates to himself the right of saying that it is the 
unanimous desire of the citizens of Calcutta. Have the citizens of 
Calcutta Wn a.sked to express their opinion on the present measure? 
Put I will take Mr. Siddiqi, a member of the Muslim League, at his 
word, and I shall ask the Government if they will take a referendum 
of the citizens of Calcutta on this measure. Sir, the population of 
Calcutta is very near lo lakhs to-day, and I shall make this offer that 
if on a referendum being taken, this measure is approved by th< 
majority of the citizens of Calcutta, we shall not raise one word of 
opposition to this measure on the floor of the House. Take a referen- 
dum ifeyou have got the courage of conviction; take a referendum U 
you seriously believe in the charges of favouritism and nepotism which 
you have brought against a body which has no right to be heard on 
the floor of this House. If you have courage of conviction, take 
a referendum, put all these clauses before the citizens of Calcutta and 
let us wait and see what the result will be. I again repeat that I shall 
withdraw the opposition of my party if it is proved that the citizens of 
Calcutta — not by an overwhelming majority but even by a narrow 
majority — support the provisions of this Bill. 

Sir, in this statement furnishing materials I have read an allega- 
tion that the Corporation has been very remiss in the collection of rates 
and taxes. The statement says that the total amount outstanding now 
exceeds Rs. 50 lakhs. Sir, it is no doubt a very considerable figure. 
But may 1 ask the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur to state if it is not a fact 
that out of this 50 lakhs the Government of Bengal are responsible to 
the extent of Rs. 12 lakhs. (Cries of ''Hearl heart’’ from Congress 
Benches.) I leave aside other bodies for a moment. As regprds these 
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arrears of rates and taxes, ^re not the Government of Bengal sitting 
tight on Rs. 12 lakhs which properly belong to the Corporation? Sir, 
if I had the time I could analyse each single charge brought on the 
floor of the House agaips/ the Corporation and demolish it within a 
very short time, but unfortunately 1 have not the time to do so on this 
occasion. 

Sir, I started by saying that the tongue of calumny began *to 
exercise itself in this province in the year 1897. After that Bengal 
has passed through many critical moments, or shall I say, many critical 
decades. Political repression has taken its toll since the year 1905, 
but Bengal still lives. Only the other day, here in this House, we had 
an instance before us which can only be described as an attempt at 
cultural repression of Bengal — I mean the Secondary Education Bill- 
On the top of that we find this attempt at civic repression of this great 
city. This civic repression is attempted because the Government 
realize that the greatness of this province depends on the greatness of 
Calcutta. If Calcutta is crushed, tlie province is crushed. But as 
regards this attempt at civic repression I 8l)all live in the faith and in 
the hope that this attempt at civic repression will l)e crushed by the 
combined efforts of the citizens of Calcutta representing all the com- 
munities. Sir, I remember on this occasion the memorable words of 
Surendranath when the Mackenzie Act was enacted. He gave expres- 
sion to his faith and hope and he lived to realise in his life the faith* 
and hope to which he gave expression. I will not indulge in the 
language of threat. It is no part of my duty to do so. But I do ask 
the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur to consider seriously if his should be the 
hand which should bring forward what according to his own cories- 
sion is a most retrograde measure. I would ask him to consider 
seriously not the events of Nova Scotia, Columbia or New Zealpnu, but 
the facts relating to this great city. I would ask him to consider 
whether it should go down to history that an attempt to robe this city 
in the mantle of freedom, an attempt which succeeded in the year 1923, 
was ultimately destroyed by the efforts of the Nawab Bahadur and his 
colleagues. I would say, Sir, that the present Bill is an attempt to 
rob the city of its freedom and to put on it the shackles of slavery. We 
are determined so far as lies in our power to frustrate that attempt and 
even if we do not succeed in this Legislature, we hope we shall succeed 
in the not distant future outside the Legislature. (Loud cheers from 
the Opposition Benches.) 

Tha Hbi^la Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would not have 
cared to take note of the wild fulminations of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
in his impotent rage against the Bill and the Ministry but for the fact 
that in course of his speech, he has referred to two appointments about 
which I wish to place the real facts before the House. One is about 
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111# tHPpomtment of a nepliew of mine tk the .Superintendent of the 
[iE&tdowne Market. (Cries of “Ha! hal^* from the Congress Benches. ) 
W'eU, Sir, may I tell the House including the shouiers of “Ha! has!'* 
that there are only two graduates among th# Market Superintendents 
in Calcutta — one is a Hindu, the Superintendent of the College Street 
Ii[ai 4 [et, and the other is my nephew? Now, if you go through the 
University records, you will find that my nephew has a far more 
brilliant record than the Hindu Superintendent of the College Street 
Market. Sir, the vacant*}* arose on account of the resignation of my 
friend, Mr. Syed Badr\idduja, and the Corporation decided — and I 
submit, very rightly — that the appointment should go to a Muslim. 
Sir, of all the candidates tliat had applied for the post, my nephew 
had the most outstanding University qualifications, and, Sir, he was 
appointed. Now, the mere fact that the boy happens to be my nephew 
ought not to be a disqualification for his appointment. The House 
nia> take it that the fact that he is my nephew is a guarantee that he 
is a billiant young man and that he is not an idiot. (Interruption 
from Congress Benches.) 

Ilf. SPEAKERS I think it is only fair that after a certain allega- 
tion is made, the Hon'ble Chief Minister ought to be given a hearing 
as to what he has got to say in the matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, the other 
appointment in the Calcutta Improvement Trust, be it noted, was not 
an appointment made by the Bengal Government. Here again two 
appointments were made — one of a Hindu and the other of my nephew 
— and I would ask anyone in this House to go through the records of 
academic qualifications of these two young men and then to judge 
whether my nephew was not immensely superior to the other Hindu 

candidate. Now, Sir, these are about the two appointments 

(Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose: Who appointed your nephew?) The 
Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

Now, Sir, on the first day when the debate began, I heard some 
criticism about my infringement of building rules about certain 
structures 1 have put up in Jbowlalla Road. Now, Sir, those who 
referred to that case forgot that by saying what they had said, they 
bad really given their case away and they had only contributed to the 
citation of one more instance in which the building authorities have 
infringed the rules that had been laid down by the Corporation. Sir, 

I am not on my trial. I may I>e guilty and for that I may be punish- 
ed. But the Calcutta Corporation and the Building Committee are on 
their trial and if the Building Committee has infringed the rules by^ 
allowing me to put up unauthorised structures, that is one more 
instance in which the Building Department has been guilty of violating 
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the rules. (Mr. Santosh EfiiKAB Basu: 'What does the Mayor say 
about itP) The Mayor certainly did not like to allow it and so far as' 
he was concerned, he was perfectly right and so far as 1 was concerned, 
1 was certainly wrong. But the fact remains that the indictment 
against the Building Committee has got one more addition so far as 
irregularities are concerned. Similarly, Sir, I heard it said that iJoipe 
members of the Cabinet are in arrears to the Calcutta Corporation, 
Assuming, Sir, that that is so, then that is one more instance in which 
the Calcutta Corporation has failed in its duty to the rate-payers. 

Now, Sir, I will not say anything in detail in reply to the criticisms 
that have l>een made during the last four days. I am not in good 
health; but for these remarks I would not have spoken at all. But 
may I point out to my esteemed friend, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, the 
incongruity, the illogicality and the irrelevancy of his arguments when 
he condemned the present Government and declared roundly that he 
and his party would not allow this Government to arm itself with 
powers to appoint the Chief Exe(‘utive Officer. Now, Sir, what is the 
position? In Bombay, the Bombay Government has got the power to 
appoint the Chief Executive Officer. In Madras, the Madras Govern- 
ment has the power to appoint the Chief Executive Officer. There is 

nothing wrong so far as (Interruption and loud noice from Congress 

Benches.) 

Mfi SPEAKER: I feel it is impossible to carry on in this House 
if this method is adopted. I think it is only fair that everyone ought 
to be given a hearing, and 1 hope there will be no further disturbance. 

Th% Hoffi*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, as I was 
saying, there is nothing wrong if you arm the Bombay Goveinment 
with pow’ers to appoint the Chief Executive Officer; there is nothing 
wrong if you allow the Madras Government to appoint the Chief 
Executive Officer, and why? Because in these Governments, the 
Hindus are in an overwhelming majority in the Assembly and the 
Ministry is decidedly a Hindu Ministry. Therefore, they can be given 
all these wide powers. But directly you come to Bengal where unfor- 
tunately the Muslims have not got what they are entitled to, you cannot 
tolerate the idea of a Muslim Minister being armed with powers to 
appoint the Chief Executive Officer. We are asked to tolerate Hindu 
Ministers to exercise that privilege, hut you have not got the liberality, 
the toleration and the sense of justice and propriety to arm the Muslim 
Minister with, the power which you do not hesitate to give to your 
Hindu Ministers. 

Now, Sir, 1 would not take up any more time of the House. I 

' have heard so much of nepotism and (Interruption by Dr. Nau- 

HAKSBA SaXTAL.) 
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Hr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sjmyal, I think, thia is too much. The next 
tin|^ you interrupt, I am sorry, I will hinre to exercise the right that 
1 got under Rule 16 to have all the powers necessary for the pur- 
pose of seeing that there is no further interpiption. 


Df« NALIRAKEHA 8ANYAL: On a point of personal explana- 
tion. Sir 

(Cries of “Sit down; sit down!*' from Coalition Benches.) 


Df« NALINAKSliA EANYAL: Sir, I am rising on a point of 
personal explanation in accordance with the rules of the Assembly. 

Sir, I wanted to mention merely this fact that it would be desirable 
to have an Anti-Nepotism Society started with the Hon’ble Chief 
'Minister as its Chairman. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you to give any more explanation that you 
may have got as to why under Rule 16 I should not proceed against 
you immediately. You have been interrupting right from the very 
beginning, in spite of my repeated requests to the contrary. 1 have 
appealed to every front bench, I have appealed to every member of 
ibis House, and I once more appeal to you and to other members of 
the House to note that any further interruption by any member will 
make him liable to the penalty laid down under the srules. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. „Do not assume on yourself the powers in addition to alt the 
burdenf under which you are labouring. I hope what has just now 
been said by you does not rule out the members’ right under section 11 
to make observations on sufficient reasons connected with the matter 
then under consideration of the Assembly. Section 11 allows members 
on sufficient reasons to get up and make observations. That is an 
inherent right of a member, and I hope your ruling does not take 
away that right. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You have to put those observationB through 
Speaker and not direct to anybody else. Ijet us not hoodwink our- 
selves. Let us accept facts. It is no use questioning fact. Do you 
deny that there have been interruptions? Do you seriously contend 
that day after day we have not been tolerating incidents which might 
he called de|)lorahle, and with which if I as the Speaker of the l^ouse 
had ample powers in my hands would have dealt with in only one way. 
I won't say anything more. 
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Tha iHoii^la Mr. A. K. f AZLUL HUQl t waei\otMbi Ih^ 
when my frietid Mr. I^alilli Banjan Saricer daKvei^ Mb speed. Tdk^. 
ing about nepotism and nephews may I remmd the Housa that 
Mr. Barker's nephew-in law was appointed by Mr. Saiker hiniBelf 
when he was a Minister to a gasetted post in the Bengal Government 
Press to which he would not have othecwiaa been ^^[^ointed I It y not 
the much-maligned Muslim Ministers who can be said to have tak^ 
recourse to this task of nepotism. If their nephews have been appoint- 
ed, these young men have been appointed on their own merits, but 
when the nephews of the Hindu Ministers are appointed, they are 
appointed, because they have been nephiBWS-in*’law of oertain BUndu 
Ministers. I will not take up much time of the House. 

My friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose has ended with many a threat, 
and I know that to-day in this House by persuasion, by threat, and 
I do not know by what other means, they have been able to collect 
together almost every Caste Hindu member of this House who, I. sup- 
pose, will go into the lobby. That does not prove anything. It only- 
proved the communal nature of the agitation against this Bill. I 
notice in this House an esteemed friend of mine who has been absent 
for months and months together, but who has also come to-day and is 
sitting there silently to record his vote. But all your efforts will be 
of no avail because justice is in our side. (A voice: Communal 
Award is on your side.) 

Mr. ATUL KRItHNA GHOtEl Will you permit us to ask qUea* 

tions through you? I would like to have my submission to you 

Tiw Hoii'bl. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAWoV: We never interrupted 
Mr. Barat Chandra Bose. ^ 

Mr. SARAT GHANDRA BOSEs You attempted to do it, but you 
Aidl^t succeed. 

.:T 

Mfi SPEAKER I The rule says, ? ‘When for ^e purpose of e^lana- 
tion during discussion or for any other sufficient reason ccmnecW 
with the matter then under consideration of the Assembly, any member 
has occasion to ask a question of another member, he shall ask the 
question through the Speaker.’’ I ask you not tb abusd this light. 
If yoja do that the House has the right to changS the rule, and 1 wffl 
have to suggest that this rule is changed. 

Th. Ho^'bto'Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt It iw W said tUt t»y 
thu Bill Miniatry ■was atranglmg the civic rights of th* dtiso&s 
and we have been asked to submit to a refetendom. That is tn». 
That is a very good suggestion. (A"* voice: Accept it.) Mr. Sant 
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7j|r|iMr ^&!i. of the citiiens df CalootiaS who* am Hmdus, wiU TOte 
ii|ffiiti«t iho Bill. But you go to Eastern B«igal distriots and take a 
r^erea^um — ^(Great uproar.) 

Hr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: We ohj^wit, }b. Sj^eritw. 

Chief Minister of this province cannot he allowed to iradnoe an entire 
community in the manner in which he has done. (Cries of * 'Shame! 
shame!’’) We are dinging that accusation on his shameless faoe. 
(Grtat u|)roar.‘) fie tinst withdmwr the charge that he has ihade. 

Mn SPEAKER S We have had enough demonstration of communal 
charges and counter-charges. 1 would appeal to the Chief Minister 
not to discuss the Bill on a communal plane. 

* 

The HMPbla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ8 Communal issues have 
been raised, and I was forced to say something. If what I have said 
has hurt my friends opposite, I withdraw that expression. 

1 will not take up much time of the House. I should have thought 
that the best way to render some service to the rate-payers of Calcutta 
would have been for my friends to serve on the Select Committee and 
let the Ministers have the benefit of their advice and experience. If 
they are convinced that Government would pass the Bill on the face of 
the opposition of the Congress because they enjoy the majority, then 
the utmost that can be done is to minimise the evils of the situation 
and to sit round the table and find out the points of agreement and to 
seethow far the Bill can be improved in order to meet the wishes of 
the majority of the rate-payers of Calcutta. It is not by keeping 
away from the Select Committee nor by interrupting the Ministers 
when they speak, nor by hurling charges against them that any good 
will be done either to the Bill or to the citizens. I once more appeal 
to them and I have asked the llawab Bahadur to announce to the 
House that ihe work of the Select Committee will not be taken up 
before the circulation of the Bill has been sufficiently of a longer 
^ l^ave ibf opinion on the 3iU^U<K^ diferent 
sources. It may be two months, it may be three months. As soon 
as all the opinions are collected, they will be placed before the Select 
Committee, and it would be within the pow^ of the oom^^^ to i^e 
any changes that it thinks fit. Government wiA he open-minded and 
welpomp , ih^^u||ge8tion« m order that BiU. ihonid emerge 
irom jthe Select Committee just in consonance wishes the 

majority of ihe people as a whole. I do not wish to say anything^ 
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TN (Hifi'liit li«iirib Klnraja NAilBIILLAil Balmdiirf ff DiMi 

Sir, may 1 appeal through y&u before 1 sp^ to the membera ol 
Oppoaition that I hare for Jour daya listened carefully and aiienlly to 
the debate and I hope they will give me an opportunity if tl^ axe 
fair-minded to reply to all the questions that have been put to mef 

Mr. SANTOtM KUMAR BASUs Well, that depends upon h(Ar 
you do it. Don't ask it from beforehand. 

Tho tHofi’blo Nawib Kliwn|t HABIBULLAH Batiidur, of DaooiS 

I hope, Sir, I shall not be interrupted. Before answering all the 
questions that have been put to me let me first say a few words in 
regard to the remarks made by the Leader of the Opposition. He has 
challenged me many times in regard to acts of omissions and commis- 
sions made by the Ministers in regard to appointments to offices. May 
I inform him. Sir, that it would have been better for him to move an 
adjournment of the House or to bring a vote of no-confidence against • 
the Ministry if he had felt that we had not done our duties properly. 
Let me assure him that if any Minister or members of Government had 
committed acts of omission and commission the House is there to see 
that they are k^t in their proper place. Unfortunately he has not 
replied to any of the questions put by Mr. Badruddoja, Mr. Ispahaui 
and others in regard to the Calcutta Corporation. Let me tell him for* ’ 
his benefit that it is not the desire of Government to take the Calcutta 
Corporation in their hands, but to provide sanctions, and therefore his 
whole argument is not based on sound reason. 

Sir, after four days' debate to which I have listened closely, care- 
fully and attentively, I tried to find out what were the points which 
the Opposition wanted to make for sending this Bill for circulaUon for 
the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. I regret that 1 have 
failed to find any argument in support of the contention that it is the 
.genuine desire on the part of the Opposition 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUl Try to understand our positioii 
then. 

TN 'Hon’blt if aivib Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahatbirp of Daootl 

Yes, yes, I have tried, but could not. 

Mr. ABU HOMAIN SARKAR 8 No, you do not. 

The iHon’bio Hmab Klim|a HABIBULLAH Bthidur, of Daoool 

I think I understand the matter better than him and my oonstitueiioy 
t also understands It better than him. If the Opposition think that they 
are going to stop me by these interruptions I may say, Sir^ that 1 wiU 
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mtt yield. I have failed to find any argrnment in support of tlie eoH'* 
tdliMnn that it is the genuine desire on the part of the Opposition to he 
given an opportunity of considering the Bill from the point of view 
of public opinion. On the other hand, it seems clear to me that it it 
the ^intention of the Opposition to put obstaclee in the path of the 
Qtvernment thereby ultimately delaying the passage of the Bill for 
purposes which they know better than myself. I can assure you, Sir, 
and the House that since the Bill was published in the Calcutta Gatette 
the department has taken every step to send copies of this Bill to most 
of the public bodies and associations which are interested in the work 
of the Calcutta Corporation including the Calcutta Corporation itself^ 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust and the Howrah Municipality and 
all rate-payers’ associations of which I have a list hero with me, and 
if it is the desire of the House I can read out the list. Opinions have 
been received from most of these bodies and associations including the 
Calcutta Corporation and the Howrah Municipality, and if it is the 
desire of the House, I am willing to circulate the opinions received by 
me to the members of the Legislature so that they may be able to 
consider these opinions before the Bill comes up to the House for final 
consideration. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Then why don’t you accept the 
circulation motion ? 

Tha Han’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurt of Daooai 

1 say, Sir, in a way it has been already circulated. (Toioes: Please 
read out your speech quickly.) So, Sir, it is not right to say that tho 
Bill Ba% not been sent for eliciting public opinion thereon. 

The criticisms on the Bill which have emerged in this debate can be 
classified into three beads, namely, (1) that Government are assuming 
larger powers of control and thereby crippling the autonomy of the 
Corporation, (2) that it is proposed to send the Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee in undue haste without eliciting public opinion, and (3) the 
sins of omission and comn^^sion of the present Ministry. 

Sir, one of the main criticisms against thii Bill repeated by most 
of the speakers has been that this Bill is a deliberate attempt on the 
part of the Government to cripple the Corporation and to bring it 
under the active dominance of the Government by assuming new and 
further powers of control. It has been urged in this connection that 
the powers. of control that already exist in the Calcutta Municipal Act 
are adequate and that there has been no occasion in the past on the 
psurt of the Government to exercise any of these powers. Sir, I have 
tried my best by analysing the existing provisions, namely, sections ' 
Ifii 17, 18 and 19, to show that these provisions are inconclusive and 
uiadfquate and cannot be enforced for lack of effective sanctions. 1 
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muAt osEpress my -surpme, Sir, tbai some membra on tbie otEer side 
who are eminapt lawyera aiipiild haye failed to appreciate this fact. B 
i« correct, Sir, that Qommment. haye not dariniT period 

attempted to exerciee any of theae powers. The reason is twofold. 
Firstly, it has been and ^ways will be the policy of this Ooyemineiti 
not to interfere or interyene in the internal administration of the 
Corporation if it can be avoided. The secsond reason to which 1 have 
already alluded in my speech needs further elucidation. It is not 
because thm^ have not bemi outstanding instances in which Govern- 
ment eeriously contemplated to exercise these powers of control, but 
because on a closer examination of the position in donsultatibn with 
legal experts of Government, it was found on several occasions that 
although the intention of the Legislature was quite apparent, the 
drafting of the law was defective in that it left no powers with Govern- 
ment to follow up effectively any action initiated by them in exercise 
of the powers of control. A few of the bad instances which will 
support what I have stated have been given in the statement already 
circulated to the members and these, I am snre, will speak for them- 
selves. 

Sir, I may observe that there were several other instances in which 
Government had to stay their hands when circumstances called for 
intervention owing to the inherent defects in the provisions for control. 

The principal argument put forward, if I am correct, is that 
Gomtuuent .^am out to deprive the Corporation of its autonomous 
oharaoter by assuming new and exorbitant powers of control. As I 
have already explained, Sir, nothing is farther from the truth. All 
that has been done is to cure a lacuna in the existing provisions of 
control and to bring them in line with those existing in other Acts. 
For instance, section 18 clearly contemplates a mode of supersession of 
a, department of the Corporation in certain specified circumstances. 
The proposal of Government in this regard is only to make the provi- 
aion clear and unambiguous so that it can be effectively enforced if and 
when occasion arises. 

Let me now turn to the argument about provision of powers of 
control to destroy autonomy. As 1 have already explained^ the powers 
of control are already there. In most of the enactments relating to 
statutory local bodies there exist provisions vesting Government with 
resMuary powers of control in some shape or other. This is not certain- 
ly ^ws to ihy friends on the other side. 

As regards conti^l by the Central Government on local bodies in 
^ the Ctiited Kingdom, I may be permitted to quote a lew words from 
Ihei Beport of the Indian Statutory Commission (paragraph SSI, 
i^apter IV, Part IV, page 310) : “As a matter of fact, the i^eaent 
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st^ of efficiency of local goTernmeiit slrriceB . uid ad^inistratioa in 
Britain has been largely due to an eyer-inoreaaing preattire 6^ 
4®partinent9 of the Central GoTeniment. By numerous adminia^ 
ti^tiye devices, by inspection, by audit, by tie giving of grant8-m«^d 
0 ^ ^nditions ensuring efficiency and by an insistence on (^^ndards of 
ountp^tence in tbe municipal staff, the Local Government Board and its 
successor, the Ministry of Bealth, have steadily raised the standard pf 
administration in all local authorities. Indeed, the history of local 
government in Great Britain during the 19th century might be 
described from one angle as the steady invasion by the Central Goverh*- 
ment of a sphere formerly left entirely to local authorities. No picture 
of British local selLgovernment could be more false than that which 
depicts the local authorities as enjoying the largest possible indepeud<> 
enoe of outside control.*' I would not tax tbe patience of the House 
by quoting at length similar and often larger provisions of control 
that exist in many other civilised countries of the world. The conten- 
tion that mere provision of control would cut right across the principle 
of local self-government is therefore neither reasoned nor correct. I 
do not think that I need seriously reply to the argument that has been 
put forward that it is the intention of Government to interfere with 
the day-to-day administration of the Corporation under the cloak of 
these powers of control. It may be remembered, Sir, the same cry 
was raised when in a previous amendment Government provided for 
powers of surcharge to put a break on possible irregular and illegal 
ex|«nditure incurred by the Corporation. While the Accountant- 
General as the local auditor has recommended several oases for eur- 
oharge, Government after consideration have had yet no particular 
occ^ion to invoke their powers in this regard, but I think that it can- 
not b# denied that the existence of these powers has served a very 
useful purpose and those honourable friends who are or have been 
connected with the administration of the Corporation are aware of 
Him. 

Sir, the provision for establishment of a Services Commission has 
been assailed as a measure with tbe object of securing control by Gov- 
ernment of appointment in the Corporation on the ground that tbe 
members of the Services Commission will he appointed by Government. 
This allegation is baseless and those who made it know in their minds 
that it is an argwen^ of despair. It has been said that the difference 
between the Services Commisflion and the Provincial Public Service 
Commission is that the latter body is appointed by His Hzcellency the 
Governor in his discretion and is, therefore, independent of Govem- 
ment' I inform the House without giving away the secret that 
it was at first contemplated that the task of selection of candidates for^ 
the various appointments in the Corporation might be devolved on the 
Public Service Commission, but there is a definite statutory bar • 



«24 GOtEENMEirr BILL. ‘ {l(hH Sept., 

againgt any aiich arrailgeman^. Similarly, it is not witliin the compe* . 
te&ce of tile Provincial ^l^egislature to invesf His Excellency tbe 
Governor with powers to |nake the appointment of the personnel of the 
proposed Services Commission in his individual discietion^ But I can 
assure the House that the appointment of the personnel of the Services 
Commission will be made with the previous consent and approval bf 
His Excellency the Governor. 

As regards the necessity of creating an independent body to advise 
the Corporation on the selection of candidates, there should not be any 
diHerence of opinion. It is a matter of very common knowledge that 
appointments by the Services Committee or by the Chief Executive 
Officer are made generally not according to merit or qualifications, but 
according to the influence which a particular candidate might succeed 
in bringing upon the members of the committee or the Chief Executive 
Officer. 

Sir, as the time is very short and we have had a very lengthy 
debate, I do not propose to say much more, but before I conclude I 
wish to answer one or two questions raised in the course of the debate. 
The Chief Whip of the Congress Party last night made several chargee 
against the head of the administration. One of the charges made was 
that nepotism was rampant in the Department of Local Self-Govem-. . 
ment and he mentioned two names in that connection. His imagination 
was stretched from pole to pole and yet he could not find anything 
conoerning the Coalition Party or the Muslims, but in regard to a 
Hindu to show that the Ministry of Local Self-Government practised , 
nepotism. A certain gentleman who was related to an employee was 
an M.Sc., and was appointed by a committee of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion as n result of the test examination without any letter of^mine. 
Mr. Gupta tried to make out that the Minister of Local Self-Govern- 
ment had by dubious methods got this gentleman appointed when the 
Chief Executive Officer’s extension was before the Government. The 
other thing which he mentioned was that Government sanctioned 
exteneions. I repeatedly asked him if the Government sanctioned 
them. What the late Corporation did was to give extensions galore 
without rhyme or reason and also more pay to members of their 
services like the Chief Executive Officer and other officers. He made a 
statement in this House that the Government had sanctioned all that. 

I say, Government had not sanctioned it. (Mr. JooxsH Chanuxa 
GtrptA; Government held up sanctions.) If Government wanted to 
get jobs oiit'of the Chief Executive Officer, especially after the Corpora- 
tion by a majority or unanimously recommended his extension. 
Government could easily have given sanction and the question would not 
^ liave arisen for the new Corporation to disassociate themselves from the 
resolution already passed. Again, he stretched his imagination from 
bne pole to the other to try and make the House believe that nepo^jiih 
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.wai prevalent in the Government. Ae instanced ease of 

Mt. Eiahori Lai Mnkherjee, who was appointed three yean ago. fie 
was an M.Sc., appointed to the post on Es. 6Q a month three yean ago 
— ^long before I took charge of the Local Self-Government Department. 
So, the charge made by the Chief Whip of the Congress Party in regard 
to* nepotism was far from correct. 

Sir, 1 have nothing further to add. I only wish to say that I 
oppose the motion for circulation. 

The question that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, was then 
put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYCi-ia. 


AMil NakMM, Mr. 

AM«I WaM. Maalvl. 

ASa Maaiala tarkar. naalfL 
ASiri Fail, Mr. ns. 

Aakarnt SSa^MSanr, Maharaja taihl KaaU. at 
Maktagatha, Myaitailafh. 

AbaiaS Mbaa, Mr. tyM. 

AalaiaMta AbaiaS, Mr. 

’ iiaarll, Mr. F. 

Saaartaa, Mr. Fraaialba Nalb. 

■aaarU, Mr. tatya Friya. 

•aaarjM, Dr. tarttb Sbaaira. 

■anaa, Saba Frtaibarl. 

•anaaa, Saba tbyaaia Fraaai. 

^ Daraiaa, Saba Uptaara Hath. 

■aaa, Mr. aafMra Nalb. 

Data. Mr. laalatb Kaaiar. 

SbawaNk, Dr. SaMaSa Sbaaira. 

•Itvai, tAa Ukabail Narayaa. 

■lawat, Mr. taraaira Nalb. 

•aaa, Mr. larat Sbaaira. 

•bakrabaity, Mr. iaNaira Nalb. 

SbailaFaibyay, Mr. Narfpaia. 

Sbaaibari, Nat Nartaira Nalb. 

Daa, Saba Naibaaatb. 

Ma, Mr. MaaaMbaa. 

Dat eapla. Baba Kbagaaira Nalb. 
DaiDapta,Dr.i. M. 

Daa Dapla, Srijal Na raaim Nalb. 

DaMi. Mr . Dbkaaira Nalb. 

Dalai, m. Na t aai r a IMb. 

Dana, Hr. Sakaanr. 

DsHa eaFlB. Mfaa Mira. 

DaMa HaiaaMar, Mr. NfbwaaSa. 

BaMal Magaa, Maal, 

Mm 

MM^Mgs M*a wYmMH VMRMjrama 

•baaa, Mr. Alai Krkbaa. 

DIaiaMa AbaMi, Mf . 

•iiaaaligr. TaW Sbaa ir a . 
•aFla,Mr.JaeMbSbaairi. 

•apte,Mr.i.N. 

■iMW AN SbaaibarK Mr. SyaS. 

JMaMMa HaMMay, Mr. Sy^ 

SMMI, Mr. ^^aj^ 


Nbaa, Mr. Dabaaira UN. 

Naaar, Hr. Atal Sbaaira. 

Naaia, Mr. NUbitba Nalb. 

Habtab, Mabarajkaaar Diay Sbaai. 
MaiU, Mr. NIkaaJa Babarl. 

MaHra, Mr. taraaira Mabaa. 

MaJI.Mr. AiaraNa Kaaar. 

Malaaiar, Mra. HaMayrtva. 

Hal, Mr. liwar Sbaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. AairMa Ul. 

Maaial. Mr.lagaaira Nalb. 

Maaial, Mr. Krtibaa Fraaai. 
HaalraiBaaMia lalaw a bail, Haataaa Mi. 
Magbal Naaaia, Mr. 

Makarjaa, Hr. Tarakaatb, H. B. t. 
HakbarJI, Dr. Ibaral Sbaaira. 

MalUak, trijai Aabataab. 

Natkar, Mr. Naai Sbaaira. 

Naaabar All, Mr. lyai. 

Fafa, Mr. Baraia Fraaaaaa. 

Faal, Hr Nari Saakar. 

Fraaiaaik, Mr. Tarfatabaraa. 
NaaiiniMa Abaiai, Mr. 

Nay, Mr. Sbara Sbaaira. 

Nay. Mr. Naaiafkilibaa. 

Nay, Mr. KIraa iaatar. 

Nay, Hr. Kiatari FbU. 

Bay, Nal Babaiar Kibirai Sbaairi. 

Bay, Mr. Haaanlba Nalb. 

Nay, Kaaiar IbM Ibakbaraaarar. 
laayal, Dr. NaUaakaba. 
taayal, Mr. taaaaka tafcbar. 
iarkar, Mr. NaNal Naajaa. 

Saa, Mr. Alai Sbaaira. 

Saa, Nai Bab aiar iagaab Sbaaira. 

Saa B a yla, Mra. Nalilt. 

MMkVfUHa Mfa 
ibawiaiila Abani, Mr. M. 

Magba, Baba Kibalra Nalb. 

SbMM, trlJal Maalaira Bbawa. 
bar, Mr. NMaaira RaaMr. 

Taparlab, Nal B a b ai ar M aa a g la Ml). 
Tbakar, Mr. FiaaMibi Naafib. 
l aa wi B, nr, A. M. A. 
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AMU Asif, MtirtaM M. 


■, MmIvI. 

AMil MMtai mmmfaHt muht M. 
AM«I INui*^ 1^* A, f . 

AMM UmiM Ihak, IImIvI. 
AMvlMMir, Maelvl. 

AMiM KMtr, Mr. (iUm UI 
AMm Kariii. Mr. 


oqvmmM^T mil. 

■ NOES— m. 

N^rnM,Hr.E^ 
Mm Afe«M Mii, 
UMlNUii«Mr.M.A«N. 


[IOth 


AMil MaJW, Mr. t|M. 

AMil Witai KMi, Mr. 

AMiUa-AJ MataMM, Mr. 

AMiff MiMlij^ KMiMMir,A.r. M. 


AMir Rail. KlMi taail Maalwl 1. 

AMar Ranak. Maalvl. 

AMil IkaMM, Miilvl Mi. 

Aaiiir Rita RMMliiry, Kfeaa Rataiar Maalti. 
Aiil MaiklM, Maalvl. 

AMI Mitala AkBNi, Mr. 

AMI RaaiMi, Maalvl. 


AhBMi All MrMM, Maalvl. 


Aailr All Mia. Maalvl Mi. 

Aavraral Aalw, Kfcaa RaMiav Mi. 

AiiralalU Mr. M. 

AalM Natiala KMa, RAM RahaMr Makivi. 
Aikar AH. Maalvl. 
tairaiia|a.Mr.lyvi. 
tarat AH. Mr. Mi. 

•Irkaiyn, Mr Nvarf. tart 
iliwai. Mr. Railk UI. 

Rraakar. Mr. r. 0. 

•Mpfiaiali, Mr. i. W. 

Oai. Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Dai, Ral laMk KIrH Dkaiaa. 
likar, Mr. VpvMraaalk. 
rarkai Raaa kkavikary. Mr. M. 


raMM NaA.tki Nai^ Mr. A. R. 
raalal Qaailr, Rkaa takaiar 
FaMav RakaMa, Mr. (Dafta). 


§9mm, Mr. a. a. 


NaMkaNak, tki Naa*kli Naarak Ralaisr # 

,Mr.R.R.* 


RaAkauARMaliMk. 
. Mr. R. A. 

bMaaMlUC 



r. RktaMMI HipM. 


iai l iwii il a Akaiai. RkM takak MaakR. 
Rakiraiita Rkaa. Rkaa Rakaiar MaaM. 
Ranai All Hina, taklkaaia Raaaa iM i|M. 
Raaaaiy. Mr. I. R. * 

MaRrtfar. Mr. R. R. 

Makaaiila Akani. Dr. 


Matiaiilf Rkaaikary. Maalvl. 

MaktaMiMa AkiMi. Rkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
Maaial, Mr. Rlrat MMWira. 
Maa#al.Mr.Jaiatkkaaira. 

Maalraiila Akkaai. Maalvl. 

Hariaila. Hr.r.i. 

Makaaiaiii All. Rkaa Rakaiar. 

A. Mr.R..0.l.t. 

I Hanak. Maalvl M. 

Mkiaaiaiil Naa, Maalvl Mi. 

MakaaiBiai Alial. Rkaa Rakaiar Maalvl IfH. 
MakaaiaMi Ikraklai. Maalvl. 

MakaaiaMi likaaai, Maalvl. 

Hakaaiaiai lirall, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai lliilaai, Rkaa Rakaiar Dr.tfaR; 
Makaatauii talala»a. Rkaa lak M Ma M il. 

HaMik. On Naa'Mi Mr. MakaMa Rakary. 

Mallick. Mr.Palla RMMTf. 

Mvikarraff NiMala. tki INa*kla DaaMk, Rkkk 
Rakaiar. 

Maitafa All Dvwaa, Maalvl. 

Naaiy, IN Maa'Mv Makartja trmkaaMM «l 
Oanlaikaiar. 

RaiaraHak, Nawakiaia R. 

MaMaiaiiia. tin Maa'Mi Rkwaji Mr. R.R.U. 
Rartaa. Mr.N.R. 

Fatlaa. Mr.W.O. 

Rakaua, Rkaa Rakaiar A. M.l. 

Ralkattka Naa'Ma Hr.praaaaaaDak. 

RaHkaiila Tarafiar. MaMvI. 

Raaaar Rakana Rkaa, Mr. 


latraiila Aknii. Hajl. 
takaka-Alaai, Mr.lfit. 

•ailah Hr.I.A. 

•aaaaHak>AI-Nail MtaMMDf. 
•arkar. Raka Maikaiaiaa. 
taaaaaa.Hr.R.M. 


lara|allalaa^Mr. 
kkakakaiila, Mr. RWi|a. 1.1.1. 


aifiar. Raka Ulla Haaia. 

•ailk. Mr.M.Rrakaat 
tlavaa, Hr.i.W.R. 

•akrwaariy. tka Nik^Br.ll.l. 
TaartmiMa Rkaa, tka Naa'HtHr. 
TaM AkaMi i k aa ik aiy.UmliHlai 
WBlkar.Rr.W.A.M. 

WklMkaai, Mr.R.R. 

Wariaaaitk , Mr. W. « 


YaaalAR Rk ia i k a« .M 
lakar Akawi kNill liyfc lytM. 


Tkft Ayes being SB and the Noes 127, the motion was lost. 
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. Ift. UPEHORANATH EDIAR; ^.*1 b«» to nitA«' tkatUhe 
loUo^diig nftme be inserted to the Select Committee before the 
namely: — 

Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas. 

The Hon’bla Ntwab Khwaja MABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oiooat 

Sir, I accept it. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
proposed personnel of the Select Committee for the name Maulvi Abtt 
Hossain Sarkar the following name be substituted, namely: — 

Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall put to vote the last motion first. 

The motion of Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin that in the proposed 
personnel of the Select Committee for the name Maulvi Abu Hosaain 
Sarkar the following name be substituted, namely: — 

Md. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy j 
was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker was putting the motion of Mr.., Upendranath Kdbar 
that the following names be inserted to the Select Committee before 
the mover, namely, — 

(1) Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 

(2) Dr. Sanaullah, and 

(3J Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, 

when there were cries of *‘No/' **no’" from the Congress Benches. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection? 

Mr. dOCESH GHAMDRA GUPTA: Yes, Sir. Mr. Edbar moved 
only the name of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas. Mr. Rasik Lai BiswM stands 
by himself. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: That he cannot do. At this stage 1 am afraid 
I will not permit any change im the motioa. I would have been pre- 
pared to allow it under ordinary circumstances, but in a BiU ol such 
a con^versial character I am sorry I cannot bifurcate g mot|^n. Mr. 
Edbar should have given notice of a separate motion or at le^it should * 
have given short notice to me earlier of the proceed ehangi, so that 
ihe 4 >ther two names could have been excluded. ^ 



m GOVkBKHENT ilLL. [lOm Ser., 

Mr. UPE^DRANATH ioRARi May I submit, Sir, that the* 
other two gentlemen hare n^t given their consent? So I could not 
move their names. c 

Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN (Daooft): If a member has origiisrally 
given notice of several names, can he not afterwards move only one 
name? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I decide that this motion is not in order. 
I do not want that injustice should be done to anybody, but here I 
have got no power to make a choice of things. A member has got the 
right to change his motion, but he must give due notice of it. In this 
case, without giving any notice whatsoever, the mover wants to exclude 
the names of Dr. Sanaullah and Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur 
Rahman and retain the name of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas only. 

KfNm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, cannot Dr. Sanaullah 
withdraw his consent at this stage? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, you cannot blow hot and cold at the 
same time. Consent once given — and after the motion has been moved 
— cannot be withdrawn. 

As a matter of fact, 1 find that members think that a motion is a 
thing which they can treat in any way they like without giving any 
information to us. They have no right to do so. After having given 
notice of a motion, if they want to change or bifurcate it, they must 
give us due notice of that. I have always been willing up to t)^e*laBt 
moment to allow the members to do it. In this particular case, up till 
the motion was moved, I was never aware that he wanted to move only 
one name and not the others. 

The amended motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah 
Bahadur, of Dacca, that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — 

(1) Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, 

(2) Mr. iK. Nooruddin, 

(3) Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani, 

(4) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(5) Kh&nl'Sahib Maulvi Mohammad Solaiman, 

(6) Maharajkumar XJday Chand Mahtab, 

^ (7) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, m.b.b., 

(8) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(9) Mr. F. J. Marindin, 
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m Mr. C. Miles. 

(It) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

(10) Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar, and. 

(13) the mover. 

witl]^ instructions to submit their report by the 3lBt January, 10il. the 
nwber of members forming the cj^uonim being five, was then put and 
a division called. 

(The ringing of the bell being over.) 

Maluiriikumar UOAY CHAND MAHTAB: On a point of order. 
Sir. I sent in a letter to the Hon’ble Minister on Friday last saying 
that it was not possible for me to serve on the Select Committee. So. 
I do not know how my name appears on vthe Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Was it done after the motion was moved? 


Mahmjkumtr UOAY CHAND MAHTAB: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then. I am sorry, I cannot take cognisance of 
that. I have explained the position that it is only at the stage when a 
3ill is taken up that it is possible to give notice of a formal motion 
that certain names are excluded. If there was such a motion at that 
stage, I could have entertained it. but now it is too late. 

The House then divided with the following results: — 


AYtt— IS7. 


M. 

asm Nan, Mr.MlrM. 

ASS«I Ntti, ■r.Mta. 

ASM Mtkla, MmM. 

ASM Mtktai VHWMifM, HmM M. 

ASMN««li, ar.A.M. 

ASM MaaM SSaS, Wulfl. 

ASi«l MMr.MMvi. 

ASM KMr, ■r.(sHtsisl M«eS|. 

ASM Karlas Mr. 

AM UW aiivM. mtM, 

ASM MtlM, * 

ASMWaStSKSM, nr. 

ASMto-AI MmS, «r. 

ASMIaSMS. KSuiSMMrA.r.«. 

ASM XiSmui SIMsI, Hf . 

ASM amSM m sM M . m, 

ASM aaiSMi, MM Mi. 

ASM KSm IMS MM I. 

ASSw anaS, MMH. 

ASM tleSMi, MmM M. 

ASIM tM iSs HSt ff. KSm e i SM i f MM. 
ASMIIaiSi«,MM. 

AMSil MmIk ASmA f f*i 
AlMaMMAMM. 


AftaSAAMr. 

ASMI AH luftls»rt» KSm laSsAsr Mrtus. 
ASMS AN MrlSSi, Mivhrl. 

AImmS HwtM, Mr. 

A ltaw Mi ASflNi, KSta i i St M MM. 
AMMrttoS, AM StSIS MM. 

AM AN M, MM M. 

Aamnil AM, KSm fS iM M. 

AMMI,nr.lN. 

Aalai Natiala KSaa, KSaa SaSMar MM. 
AaSarAII,MM. 

■ a MMK MSytS. 

Mai AN, Mr. MS. 
rnnimyn* Naanr* Bait, 

•tovaa, Mr. MM IM, 

MasSM. Mr. f . S. 

OS Ipya aSiM , Mr.J. W. 

M, Mr. AaaSal S Sa a M. 

M, M laSiS fUrN taMMi. 

SSSar, Hr. WfaairaaalS. 
faiSai Nan eSavSSary, Mr. H. 
f areal Ssaa KSaaaai, lafui. 
raM Mas, TSa Umm Mr* A. A. 
f aMal QaaMr, KSas itSsM MuM. 

FaMar Na Si wa a , Mr.fMaaisl, 
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•tlMi $www MmWt ar. •••* 

••MM, «r.«»A. I 
•vraMf, Mr. MMfttr Itofli. 

•ytMMhi Abati bbtiMbMy, Alhii|. # 
MiMbvIltli, tlw Hai'llt ItaMb ItbUir lU •§ 
OMM. 

MatftfMr. Hr. R. R. 

MaRtMMIa RbwaiMirf, HmNI. 

MiMWiMilt AbMiii MbM iiMb. 
fUMbUlM, Hr. K.A. 

MaMMiMiaM, Hiiilvi Mi. 

HMtata All KbM. KbM talMiir HUM. 

HathM MarriMi. Mn., M.I. 

NaHaMlH iaaaiar. Rluui laMb HaiW. 

Nay«a#i« Hr. Raian. 

lirli Abaai Mia, Haalvl. 

lipMH,Mr.M.A.N. 

iaWaiiii Abaai. Kbaa Rabaiar MaUvI. 

mmnUH Abati, Rbai iabab MaaM. 

KallraiHa Rkai^ Rbaa Rabaiar Maalfl. 

Kama All HIraw laWbaafa Kaaaa #ab Iffi. 
Ktaaaif. Mr. 1. 1. 

Matraga, Mr. 1. 1. 

HHaaiMi Abaai, Or, 

Mataaiila AbaH, MaaM. 

Hataaiiia bbaaibari, Maalvl. 

Mablabaiiia Abaai, Kbaa Rabaiar MaabrU 
MaaM Mr.RtralObaain. 

Maaial, Mr.iafat Obaaira. 
ahuUraiila Abbaai, MaaM. 
iarHiila, Mr. r.i. 

Mabaaati AM. Kbaa Rabaiar. 

Hama, Mr. R.. 0.1.1. 

MaM AH iNRab, MaaM H. 

MaiiabMl Mag, MaaM Mi, 

Mabaaiami Atiab Kbaa Rabaiar MaaM iyti. 

M i ibb Mfi t * 

MabaMMii Srair^ 


« ♦ 

Habaanaai MalaNW, Kbaa tabib MmM. 

. M i Rl ib < tba MaaMtam M a ba ai a Oabary. > 
MaMab, Hr. Ralbi Oabary. 

Haabanaff Maaaala, tba Maa’bla tt fi ratil Wb tf 
Rabaiar. 

H a M a fa AH Oawaa, MaaM. 

Raaif, tba Naa'Ma HabanlB iiMabaairi 
^OaaiiaMaaar . 

RaiaMllaii, Raaiiibiaia K. 

RaM ai a iM a, tba liaa*»la Kbaoja M KAUU' 

^ Hartaa, Mr. N. R. ^ 

Pattaa, Hr. W. 0. 

Rabana, Kbaa Rabaiar A. H; L. 

Ralkat, tba Naama Mr. Rraaaaaa Oab. 

RaJttaiMa Tarafiar, MaaM. 

Rataar Rabaiaa Kbaa, Hr. 
laiaraiila Abani> Mr. 
iaffraiila Abaiai, RaJI. 
tababa-Alaai, Mr. lyai. 

OaHai, Hr. I. A. 

•aaaallab, AI,NaiJ Maaiaaa Or. 

•arbar, Raba Maibaaaiaa. 

•aaaaaa, Hr. R. M. 
t a a t aaa. Hr. Rabart. 

•arajal talaa^ Hr. 

IbabaNMIa. Mr. Kbaraja, O.R.I. 

Ibaanaiila AbaMi Kbaaibar, Hr. 
iMar. Raba LRta Maaia. 
lailtb, Mr. N. Rrabaat. 

•taaaa, Mr.i. W. R. 

•abrawariy. tba Naa'Ma Hr. N. I. 

TaaHaaiiia Kbaa, tba Naa'Ma Mr. 

TaM AbaMi Obaaibary, MaaM HaR. 
Walkar.Mr.W.A.H. 

MbMabaai, Hr. R. R. 

WariawarOi, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaaf Mtraa. 

r AH Obaaibary, Hr. 
r AbaMi Obaaibary, MaaM. 


NOEt-Ot. 


Abiaiwabai, MaaM. 

Aba Naaaala Oarbar, HaMvI. 

Mtaw ■.MWJ. ..iW «»«.. .* 

Mabtagaaba, Mpiaaaalatb. 

AbaMi Kbaa, HrxOyai. 

AalaiaiMa AbaMi, Mr. 

OaaanUMrifk 

Raaarjaa, Mr. RraaiaMia RM. 

•Mam, Hr. iaiya Rrlya. 

. iaraab Obaaira. 


Oaa, Raba Raibaaatb. 

Oaa, Hr. Maaaia ba a. 

Das Rayta, Raba Kbapai w i Matb. 
DBS Rayta, Or. i. H. 

Das Rayta, Orliat Ra r aai ra Matb. 
Oitta, Mr. Obbrtaira Ratb. 

Dalai, Hr. NaraairafMMk 
Datta. Hr. OabaaMT. 

Datta Rayta, Hisa HIra. 

Datta HaaaaMar, Mr. R Hi araaia. 
laMaial Nagaa, KaM. 


R a r aiaa. Raba ObyaaM fraaaRi 
•MM, Raba Oyaaira Ratb. 


RiM, Mr. OaaM a b KaaMr. 
Rbawaib, or. t abi a ia Rb a ai w 
RIaaiaA Riba U^ai Ra rayib. 
•MataKMr. i a r aii ra fMM 
•aaa,Mr.iaralRlMBM«. 



RlaiaiMa AbaMi, Hr. 
RaawaaN, Hr. TaM Obaa ira , 
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tl ifct ritlw if Pi>y t ii i e i . 

IMNvi, ffr. tWMiinMM. 
M|l.iMivAMIiKMW. 

IlMMipVWSa 

m,*r*li«tr«taii4nu 
IMM, Mr. AMTita Ul. 

MmM. Hr. JtfMHft MM. 

M11H4 Hr. KriHiM rmai. 
HiyinnuuMM liUmMI, HaHraa M. 
Hi^MMMimHr. 

HalMrlM, Hr. TarHtaaN^M. t. E. 
HakiMrIl, Dr. Marti Maaira. 

HaMafc. IHJiit AtaiAaik. 

Mikar, Mr. Haa OtaaEra. 

Data* Mr. iarata ^rataaaa. 

Paal, Hr Mart laaktr. 

Pnuaaalk, Mr. Tarlatakaraa. 

Ray. Hr. taam OkaaEra. 


Rif. Hr. RmHktMii. 
iHfrfr. Uraa kaakar. 

Rif. Mr. KIHMff Pan. 

Rif. Ral R akaEa r RikME Ek aaE ra . 
Rtf. Hr. MaaaMika Ralk. 

•aayH, Dr. RiWaakaka. 

Eaafil. Mr. laiaaka iakkar. 

•arkar. Hr. RaRal Raalaa. 
taa. Hr. Alai EkaaEra. 
laa«Ral RakaEar Eafaik EkaaEra. 
iaa-Dapla, Hra. RaRla. 

' EkaawaEHa AkanE. Hr. H. 

Uagfca. Rika Kakalra Ralk. 

Maka. Iillat HaalaEra Rkaaaa. 
tar. Hr. NaraaEra Kaaiar. 

Taparlak. Ral RakaEar Haaafla UR. 
Tkakar. Mr. PraaiHka Raaiaa. 
Xaami. Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being* 127 and the Noes 82, the mption was agreed to. 


AdJoummMit 

It being d-36— 

The House was adjourned till 4-46 p,m. on Wednesday, the 11th 
September, 1^40, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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under District School Board, Dacca: 
(Q.) p. 90. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 

DamodaroHooghly Flushing Scheme: 
pp. 13041. 

Rey, Mr. Patiram 

Coilimunal ratio of Civil Burgeons: 

(Q.) P. Tl. 


Ray, tha*Han*l>la Sir Bljay Praiad ihiBh 

Absence of latrines for female regia*, 
trants of the Uilapara Bub-Registry 
Office: (Q.) p. 88. 

Appointment of Scheduled Caste 

muharrirs in the Sub-Registry 
Offices in the district of Tip^ra: 

, (Q.) p. 92. ^ 

Communal ratio of clerks in several 
Government offices at Jalpaiguri: 
(Q.) P. 19C. 

Communal ratio of pleaders employed 
to conduct cases of Wards Estates, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 14. * 

Communal ratio of pleaders employed 
to conduct cases of Wards Estates, 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 16. 

Cost of last survey and settlement 
operation in Rangpur district: (Q.^ 
p. 17. 

Disjicrsal of an illegal procession of 

siuclenls: (Q.) p. 8. 

Killing up of vacancies in the Rajshahi 
(\)llectorate- (Q.) p. 137. 

(Jrant and cancellation of gun and* 
re\oher licences: (Q.) p. 9. 

Guru-training School at Suri: (Q.) p. 
81 

Hostel for the Hindu boys at Chitta- 
gong. (Q.) p. 86. 

Increase in the number of Muslim 

teachers in high English sc^^ls in 
Rajshahi district; (Q.) p. 82. 

Li<ences for selling firearms in Raj- 
shahi district: (Q.) pp. 2, 3. 

Maintenance of test relief, roads and 
khnls in Faridpur district: (Q.) p. 
24. 

Manager for the Bhowal Court of 
Wards Estate: (Q.) p. 246. 

Native province of Siliguri police officers 
and constables: (Q.) p. 5. 

New cinema houses at Feni, Chow- 
mohani and Noakhali: <Q.) p. 7. 

Primary schools for Scheduled Osstes 
under District School Board, Dacca: 
(Q.) P. 91. 

Realisation of graaiiig fee in Wealiir 
Duars Government khas mabal: 
(Q.) p. 143. 
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R«percuHsion lof Floud Commission's 
Report in we villages: (Q.) p. 93. 

Resolution pp. 65-68. 

^^samptftn of khaa mahal lands in 

■ Kalimpong 8ubdivision» Darjeeliifc: 
(Q.) P- 76. 

Rural Haaltfi Organltatlofi 

Reservation of ]> 08 t 8 for women in the 
coming— scheme (Q ) p. 193. 

SadaiiMidln Ahmad, Maulvl 

Communal ratio of pleaders employed 
to conduct cases of Wartls EHtates. 

••Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 13 

Sahababad Debt Sattlamant Board 

ApjHiintmcnt of Chairman of , 
Tippora (Q.) p 141 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Fixation ol date tor <*l(H’tion to Chitta- 
gong District Hoard. (Q.) p. 5100. 

The Hengal MtHlical (Amendment) Bill, 
IfMO- p 281. 

Banyai, Dr. NalinaKfha 

Admurnment Motion, pp. 20, 30. 

Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937 pp 275. 270. 

Daraodar-Hooghly Flushing Scheme; 
pp. 1051, 104, 105, KRVll. 

Permission to prisoners interviewing 
their relatives in the Aliiioro Central 
Jail; (Q.) p. 268. 

Sanyal, Mr. Baaanlia Mhar 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940; pp. 315-18. 

tATbar, Babu Madhuatidan 

Debt Settlement Boards in Pahna and 
their staff: (Q.) p. 247. 

mUrUr, Mr. Nallnl Ranlan 

The CalcntU Municipal (Amendment) 
BiU, 1940: pp. 36B-79. 


^tmall brMli ^ 

In the Oontai sulidmsion: (Q.) p. 28. 

SehadUM CattM 

^ t 

Appointment of— muharrirt in the Sub- 
Registry' Offices in the district of 
Tipix'ra: (Q.) p. 99. 

Primary schools for — under District 
S<'hool Board, Dacca: (Q.) p. 90. 

Scheduled Oattee Education 

Works done by Special Officer, — ; 

(0,) p. 200. 

School Board 

Primary sihools for Scheduled Ckates 
under District , Dacca; (Q.) p. 90. 

Provision of girls’ schools by District — 
of Farwlpur: (Q.) p. 190. 

Ben, Ral Bahadur Jogeth Chandra 

Non-Heiigal(H^ Indian doctors in the 
School of 'rnipical Medicine: (Q.) 
p. 83. 

KcMolution' p. U2. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940: pp. 354-56. 

Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nellie 

Hostel for the Hindu boys at Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. RO. 

The Culcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Hill, 1940: pp. 174-76. 

Shahodail, Mr. 

Ap|)ointments under the Adminiitrator- 
Goiieral and Official Trustee of 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 3. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940: pp. 176-78. 

Shaimuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940; pp. 390-97. 

J 

Sillgiari 

10 

Natire province of — police officers and 
constables: (Q.) p. 6. ^ 



[VOL. 44VU— no 

i Ttia 


nnglui, iaiMi KtiMtni wam 

Bftention of neryice granted to In<^ 
Medical Service and Bengal Medical 
Service: (Q.) P- 189. 

Heaolution ; pp. 55-68. 

IpeakM’ (tfia Hon*ble Khan Bahadur 
M. Ailzul Haque, C.I.E.) 

Rulhigt and Obaervatlofii 

On the validity of adjournment 
motion: pp. 19, 21. 

On the change of a motion notice of 
which already given; pp. 427, 428, 
429. 

On the interpretation of section 6 of 
the Bengal Development Act: pp. 
104, 106. 

Itatamantt 

Placing of — in the House: p. 367. 

lub-inapaotor of Polloa 

Conduct of- -of Hajiganj; (Q.) p. 269. 

lur, Mr. Hartndra Kumar 

Establishment of a female training 
school at Chittagong: (Q.) p. 135. 

burl 

Quru-training School at — : (Q.) p. 

80. 

Survey 

Cost of last— and settlement operation 
in Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 17, 

•upall Roy Choardhury 

Arrest of Srijut—of Tippera under the 
Defence of India Act: (Q.) p. 362. 

TamlzudMh Khan, the Hon*ble Mr. 

Donation by liarendra Nath Chakra- 
barty of Kola, Dacca, for the 
improvement of his native village: 
(Q.) p. 94. 

Teat relief 

Maintenance of — , roads and khnU in 
Faridpur district: (Q.) p. 24, 

Slidae 

Amixabad— in Magra basin, Blidnapore 
^siriot: (Q.) p. 26. 

/ 


Realisation of “gundi” or " in 
Rangpur district: ^Q.) p. 304. * 

Trilnlng eohool 

Establishment of a female — at Chitta' 
gong: (Q.) p. 136. 

Tiroploal Medicine 

Non-Bengalee Indian doctors in the 
School of-: (Q.) p. 83. 

UII^Mra 

Absence of latrines for female regis-^ 
trants of the — Sub- Registry Office; 
(Q.) P. 87. 

Union Beneh 

Of Nanoor, Birbhum: (Q.) p. 

Veoanelet 

Filling up ol — in the Rajshahi Collec 
torate: (Q.) p. 137. 

Voters 

Of the Bengal Legislative Assembly: 
(Q.) p. :m)7. 

Voters’ List 

Bandipore Vnion Board—: (Q.) p. 
368. 

Preparation ot preliminary — for Rang- ^ 
pur District Board election; (Q.) p. 
199. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940: pp. 402-6. 

Wards Eetatee 

Communal ratio of pleaders employed 
to conduct cases of—, Bakarganj: 
(Q.) p. 13. 

Communal ratio of pleaders employed 
to conduct cases of—, Chittagong: 
(Q.) P. 16. 

Writing names on tnewer boobs 

Of Matriculation Bxatninatiioii: (Q.) 
p. 350. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

The CakutU Municipal (Amendment) 

Bill, 1940: pp. 219^. 










